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BETZVILLE TAL

Balkins Schwartz

and the Shadow

3y Ellis Parker Butler

Author of P
ILLUSTRATED

Last Tueeday about five o'clock Bal
kine Schwnartz, who was at one time
one of Hetzville's most respected lels
ure-classists, walked up to Unele Ash-
dod Clootz’s back door and asked for
five dollars. He sald that If he
couldn’t bave that he would willlngly
nceopt a square meal, n palr of shoes,
a toothpick, or any old hunk of chow.
fng gum that might be stieking on the
underside of a chalr or table. He
finally compromiged on s chew of fine
cut tobacco. From the story told to
Uncle Ashdod we judge that Balkins
has been baving a bhard time of t
eince he left Betayille and wont wost,
Uncle Asiidod happened to remark
that Halkans was so thin he hardly
cant a shadow, and Dalkines immedinte.
burst Into ftears, He sald he
couldn't bear to hear a shadow men.
tloned after whal bad happened to
him In Colorado

Balking aald that as goon as  ha
struck Colorndo he knew he wag in
God's ecountry, and he declded ho
would sgettle down there If he could
find anyone that would feed and lodge
him free gratis, and give him clothes
for nothing, and the first week be
was there he found the right wldow,
and they were married in June, and
Balking seftled right down to work
at hig Job, which was pulling a rock-
ing chalr Into the shadow of the house
und dropping off comfortably to sleep
between meals. He sald be liked the
Job firat rate, except that the sun out
there keeps moving all the time, and
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tance 1o got In the shadow agaln, but
the next moment ho reallzed that he
settle down about a half a mile away,
It away. He pays he baw the house
was still In the shadow of the house,
You, slr, he says it was a fact, he was
still In the shadow of the house! He
sald he did not try to account for It
at first, but In & minute he figured
that the shadow must have been very
loosely attached to the house, and
that when the wind struck the house
it was blowing so high that it did not
touch the ghadow at all, but jJust
wrenched the house loose from the
shadow, and left the low-lying shad-
ow where it was,

At first, Balkins says, he was mighty
pleased —mighty plensed-—bheciuse he
did not bave to move his rocking
chale, but the next moment he began
to weep, for he saw that he would
have (o walk all the way to the house
every meal thme, and then walk the
hall mile to the shadow for his nap,
and if It came to that, he might as
well be tramping ngain, He says he
put up with It for a weak, for the

forth between the house and the shad-

LOow three timee o day, and then he got

slek of I, He sald he falt that a lo-
catlon half & mile away from n house
was no place for A house's shadow,
and he wan looking at the shadow
moodily one day when he notieed that
the shadow was curling up a lttle
at one edge, and that gave him an
iden. So he got the ox team and
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He Was Looking at the SBhadow Moodily One Day When He Noticed

That the Shadow Was Curling Up a Littie at One Edge.

the shadow of the house would shift ¢
around somewhat, and then Balkins |
had to get up and move ks chalr into
the shadow again, And nothing he
could say would make the widow tote
his meals out o him-he just had to
brace up nnd walk into the house for
them at meal tiwe, or go without. But
he was pretty rensonably huppy. He
sald he would w#it there In the ghade
and glwmber, and whon he wearled of
that he would sit there and doge, and
between times he would gel a Hitle
change by sitting there and sleeping.

Balkins sald he conldnt lmagine but
one Lthing that might spoll his bap-
ploess, which wus that the hounse
might take fire and burn down, and
then there would Lo po shadow of It
for him to saleep n, and he sald he
had awful nightmaros right there In
the duytime, dreaning he was trying
o save the ehadow of the house, and
the shadow glowly disuppearing ns
the house burned, and then he would
awaken and find that the aun  had
moved around and was shining on
him, and he would hiave to get up and
go to all the exertlon of moving his
rocking chair into the shadow again.

Along nbout

August 6th, when the
sun was at its hottest, Ballips was
sitting thers In the shadow of (he
house when one of those awful Colo
rado windy came wp. BiE! it came,
with the suddenness of an explosion,
und struek the house full foree, and
the first thing Balkius knew ithe house
was solling awey through the alr. He
sald that for » minuwie he could hardly
realige 11, It was a mwedium  high
wind=nabout tep feet high-—-and down
where he was there was not a vipple
of alr--not enough ta rack hly chsly—
but it eanght the house and whnoped |
and his frst thought was thinl be must |
got up and tote bis echair all at dis: |

)
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hiltched 1t onto the loose edge of the
shindow and drove the ox-team in the
direction of the house, At fAirst the
shndow seemed to be following all
rlght, but when he got about half way
to the house he saw he wos mistaken:
the shadow was not followlng, It was
fastened tight to the earth nt the other
end, and It was Just stretehing out
long and thin, like a sheel of rubber,
But he gonded the oxen on, and drove
up to the housge, and nalled the end
of the shadow to the glde of the house
It wasn't much of a shadow In that
shape, It was stretohed out hall a
mile long, and correspendingly nar
row, but Palking sald he thought he
econld make 1t do, for It was wide
cunough to kot & rocking chair in

ot that night o tervible thing hap
pened.  The widow heard a noise in
the chicken coop and got up to see
what was the matter, and just ns she
steppod on the shadow the far end of
It came loose and It spapped ke a
rubber band. Nalking anld It snapped
up againgt the house with a nolse like
a cannon, Naturally a shadow that
has been stretehed half a mile and
then suddenly loosened st the far end
would do that, It completely killed
the widow; killed her thoroughly, it
struck her so hard, and broke the
rocking chalr, and Balkine says that
when he went out and saw that rock
ing chilr all smashed, ho didn't have
the heart to remain, and he come
avny,

e told Uncle Ashdod that the only
thing hie had left of those huppy days
was A small plece of the shadow he
out off as a4 memento, 1t looked to
Unele Ashdod like s swmall plece of
ahingle at Hrst, but when Hulking held
it up lu the sun o the. right ponition
Uncle Ashdod saw that it had s
shadow with v all #sght, It did for
A facl!

Copyrighy, 1906, by W. 9 Chapmuw.)

| Leea s yot standing in a falr state

| of preservation
widow's sake, and tramped back and |
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_‘\‘1 EORGE WASBHING
ton's home aond towb
at Mount Vernon have
become & Meecca for
continual pligrimagens
hy the people of =»
grateful nation, to say
nothing of the fre
quent vislts of dis
tinguished foreigners;
put, oaaiy enough, the birthplace of
the Father of His Country, localed
some miles nearer the mouth of the
Potomne, Is neglected and to a con-
gldernble extent unknown. Fortu.
nately n movement has been recent
ly tnsugurated to restore and pre
gerve Wakefleld plantation, where
Washington waa born and where he
spent him boyhood. This project Is
colneldent with the plan for the res
toration of 8Stratford, the birthplace of
Robert E. Lee.

The opportunities for a memorial
shrine to the military leader of the
confederncy are, however, gomewhnt
superfor to those at Wakefald, for
wherens the nncestral home of the

there are no rem-
pants of the old bulldings at Wake
fleld save some tumble-down log
structures of uncertaln origin which
are reputed to have once served as
sglave quarters, but which are now
utilized as corn cribs,

T™he old manor house In  which
George Washington opened his eyos
upon the world was burned In the
last century, but the brick chimney,
within the arch of which four people
could sit, and the cornerstone with a
portion of the foundation were saved
Shortly before the civll war the his
torie farm passed Into the hands of a
family which st the outset showed
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mother of Washington,
it wns broken and (ts
fragments lle there to-
day, moss-grown and
vine-covered, Later on
plenle partles landed
on the gandy beach
and made such a prac
tice of carrying away
the bricks as souvenira
that John W. Wilson,
the owner of the farm,
took stepas to prevent
further trospassing.
Only a few of the old
bricks, together with
the cornerstones, Are
now left. These bricks,
the way, were

KOy appreciation for A sue-
cecding generation, however, demollshed the
chimney and the remnants of the walls In order
to secure the bricks

A marble slab, beariug an inserlption glving
tho date of Washington's birth and other infor
mation, which had been set into the great arch
of the fOreplace nbove mentioned was removed to
the old family burying ground, bul In placing It
beneath two anclent fig-trees, planted by the

Its mssociations.

STARTED IN VIRGINIA

Comie, boye, close the window and make rgood fire,
Wife, childron, alt snug all around;
Tin the day that guve birth to our countey’'s bleas'd
nire,
Then let i with pleamure be crowned.

Dear wife, bring your wine, and in spite of hard
timen

On thin duy at least we'll be merrys
Comn, 01l every glass 1) It pours o'er the brim,
If not with madelra--then sherry

~{)d Bong.

HE foregoing verse s from one of the
old birthday songs in honor of George
Washington. These songs were sunug
even during the lifetime of the first
president. For Washington was salone
among Americans in having his birth.
day vegularly snd publicly celebrated
during his lifetime

The honor of having originated the publle ob
servance of February 22 Is one of which the town
of Alexandria, Va., is jealously proud. Alexandria
wius Waushington's county fown He attended
church there; he voled and pald taxes there;
his physlolan lved there; he bought of its trades.
men, contributed to fta charities, was head ol Its
Magonle lodge, organized its fire brigade.

Washington and AlexandMa elther contradiot
the theory that a prophet 1s not appreclated at
bome or they are an exception to prove the rule
Right aliter the ¢close of the revolutlon Alexandria
began to celebrate the birthday of her hero

Perhapg the old town had nequired the habit,
for the birthnight balls In honor of King George
had been the climax of goclal functions under the
old regime. Al any rete never was alleglance
more ardently transferred and the new birthnight
balle bacame even more elaborate than the old

Alexapdria havipg eet the fashion, other
places took up the custowm. In 1784 the French
officers who had served woder Washington cele
brated Februsry 22 in Paris; that 1s to =ay, 1t
was not then February 22, but, according to the
reckoning of that day, February 11,

While he was president the birthday was al-
ways celebrated al the city which was the capl
tal tor the time being. At night there were gala
performances at the theaters and a ball which
the president and his wife crtended.

It iz recorded that one of these balls 1a Phila
delphin was enllvened by the fact that many of
the young iadies ware twined amopg thelr curls

bandeoaux duibroldered with the words, "Lung live
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brought over from Eng-
land nearly two centu-
rles ago, serving as ballast for the vessels, which
nlso brought all the wecdwork and other fur-
nishings, The broad portico of the old house
faced the Potomae, which is here miles In width,
and In the estimation of many persons the view
nt this point surpassos that at elther Arlington
or Mount Vernon,

In the year 1885 the national government
erecled at Wakefield o minilature copy of the
Wasbington natiopal monument with the Inscrip-

the FPresldent!™ On these occnslons the presi-
dent and Mrs. Washington were conducted to a
sofa placed under a canopy. The president did
not stay there much, but moved about among the
other guests with the dignified courtesy which
nlways marked him In soclety.

On his birthday fn 1797 he and Mrs. Washing.
ton were in Philadelphia. The ships in the har-
bor were dressed with flags and the houses were
decornted, Bvery half hour the ehurch bells rang.

Government offlcinle and forelgn diplomats
called to congratulate him. The ball at night was
In the amphitheater, speclally floored and deco-
rated. There were about 600 guests and accord.
Ing to an eye wilness "every countenance be-
spoke pleasure and gpprobation; even Democrata
forgot for a momenl thelr enmity,”

The next year, 1798, Washlugton attended the
celebration glven by his friends and nelghbors
at Alexandria nnd some accounts declare that It
was the Iast time he did so. He was at Mount
Vernon in 17906 on his birthday, 1t being the ocea-
glon of one of the greatest festivities In the his
tory of the mangion, the marriage of Nelly Cus.
tla,. The ceremony was performed at early
candlelight In the banquet room and was attend-
od by the gentlefolk from all the country around

In spite of the wedding, however, Washington
genms to have slipped away for a look In on the
doings at Alexandria; for there la an account of
that celebration in an old copy of the Alexandria
Gnzotte In which bls presence Is mentioned. The
great event of that partleular day was a sort of
sham atlack on the town by three companies of
local infantry They were embarked on the
armed schooners Neptune, Trial and Mercury and
succeeded In making two landings, but after “a
heavy and continuous street fighting” were finally
compelled to surrender,

The general had arrived soon after the affalr
began and when the evolutions were closed he
“presented his highest respects to all the parties
engaged In them." Apparently belng due for the
wedding elght miles distant, he did not remaln
for any of the dinners which followed and at
which go extrome n number of toasta were drunk
that one trembles at the thought of how the
vouthful soldiers ncguitted themselves at the ball
in the evening.

That was the lagt of hila birthdays which
Washivgton himself lived to celebrate, but his
home town fuithfully continued the custom.
G, W, P. Custis, the grandson of Mrs. Washlng:
ton, spoke at the public dinner in 1848 and sald
it was the sixtieth celebration of February 22
which he had attended In Alexandria I'he ae
count of that dinner, by the way, says that “the
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tlon *“Washington's Birthplace,” and
in small letters at the base the words:
“prected by the United States, A, D)
1895." Latterly plans have been pro=
jected for rebullding the old mansion,
placing In a consplcuons portion of
the structure the few bricks remain-
ing from the old house and using the
original cornerstone.

In the old family burying ground
at Wakefield there has recently been
put In place a granite slab in memory
of *Augustine Washington, tather of
George Washington, This stone wnm
provided by the Soclety of the Colo-
nial Dames of Amerien. In this grave-
yard, nlso, 18 a marble slab bearing
an inscription that indicates that 1t
was placed in its present position Im
1729.

Probably the principal reason lol:
the neglect of Wakefield by the tour-
fst thropg that visits Mount Vernon Is found In
the isolation of Washington's birthplace. In . con-
junction with the erection of the governmental
monument at Wakefleld a substantial pler was
bullt extending some distance out Into the Poto-
mae, but this pler is now In shonl water and
nope of the larger steamers plylng on the Poto-
mae can reach it, In conseguence the only avall-
able means of reaching Wakefleld la to take pas-
gage on one of the steamers hound for Colonial
Beach, the leading summer resort of the lower
Potomnae, and upon arrival at the beach to elther
charter a lnunch for the trip to Wakefleld or else
reach the game goal by a considerable drive over
roads that are none too good. Even_ this time-
consuming method of making a pllgrimage to
Walkefield Is impracticable In winter.

Washington I8 the mightlest name of the
earth—long sinee mightiegt in moral reformation.
On that name a eulogy Is expected. It cinnot
be. To add brightness to the sun or glory to the
name of Washington ia allke impossible, Let
none attempt i1, In eolemn awe pronounce the
name and in (te naked, deathless splendor leave
it shining on.—Abraham Lincoln,

Ameriea has furnished to the world the char-
ncter of Washington. And If our American Insti-
tutlons had done nothing else that alone would
have entitled them to the respect of mankind.

SeSeSRseSesRsAsASesRsRsReRse SRS SRR SR5R SRGR 525050 SESe SR SRsRSse sRse SRsRsesR sesese SRS seseese Sesesese e sesese Sese SR e se e SRR sese s

gumptuons provision was enjoyed with much
bilarity, tempered, however, with moderation."

Besldes the birthnight balls there was another
feature of the early celebrations in Alexandria
which was pecullar to that town. Washington
had founded an orphan asylum there and when
on his birthday there would be a meeting, with
an orator, In one of the churches, the orplans
were conspleuonsly present and came in for a
special plece of oration. The account of the
meeting In 1840 says that after the oration a col-
lectlon was taken up for the benofit of the asy-
Jum.

The Alexandria celebratlons were often ad-
dregsed by G. W. P. Custls. In 1811 Richard B.
Lee was the orator. Bome ldea of newspaper
methods of that day may be had from the fact
that although the celebration that time was men.
tioned In the Gazette of February 23, it was not
untll February 20 that a real account appeared.

During the clvil war the celebration of the
birthday cessed, Alexandria was ardently south-
ern o Ita sympathies and was, moreover, too
much In the track of war to take notlece of even
Its own pet anniversary. It was pot until 1870
that It began a feeble revival of the old festival
That time there was merely a presentation of a
stand of colors to the eadets of 8t. John's acad-
emy by the young ladies of Mount Vernon Instl-
Lute

In 1872 the cadets paraded and there was &
birthnight ball once more. 1n 1876 a real celebra-
tion was arranged, to which “thousands of strang-
ers" came and upon which oceasion “the bouses
that were mourning at Lee's death"—Robert E.
Lee—"ull displayed the American NMag." Many
bousea displayed pletures of Lee and Washington
slde by slde. But there was po birthnight ball,
and on the platform of the speaker's stand there
was o vacant chair placed to honor the memory
of G. W, P, Custis. “the old man eloguent.”

Binea 1878 the celebratlons have been rather
frregular In the town which originaied them. But
of lnie yesrs a soclety has been formed which
arranges and carrlies out an elaborate programme
every allernsile yvear. Whereas thie orphans used
to be n center of birthday altention, the Interest

s divided now between the firemen and the sol
divre

Last year there were detachments of federal
troops and of United States sallors in addition to
the Digtrict militia Washington has a perma-
nent claim to pose as Alexandrin's “favorite son”
and theso blennial affalrs are the higgest things
of their sgrt In the country February 22 18 the
Alexandrian's glorious Fourth,




