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" The Despot and Dicta-

tor of Nicaragua.
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ICARAGUA wna called by
Its 8panlsh conquerors Mo
hammed's Paradise, writes
Thomas R, Dawley In the
New York Times, It was
a land where the native
liv without toil—a land of eternal
summer, producing much with little
labor. Neither did the people go to
war, but under the despotic rule of
Jose Banios Zelayva all this was
changed. The poor Indlan has had to
hustle. And not only has the poor In-
dian had to hustle, but his ladino mas-
ter, who always exploited him as well,
for the despot Jose Santos Zelaya
must have wealth, and he made his
subjects, whether ladino or Indian,
shopkeeper or merchant, hustle to get
it, and if for no other resson the peo-
ple hated him,

For 16 years this despot has ruled
the country with a rod of fron. Those
who would not submit to his rule, or
even demurred, had to dle or get out, |
It 18 said that 10,000 of his people
have been driven into exile, but this s
undoubtedly an exaggeration. us the
total population of the entire coun- |
try does not exceed hall & milllon, and
less than a third of this belonging to |
what {8 known as the ladino or creole |

element. The rest are Indians, ;mrv'
and simple. They never leave the
country.

While a great deal has been said |

against Zelaya as 8 man, there s one
thing that cannot be sald against him
and which his enemies never have at- |
tempted to say against him, and that |
s that he g not a brave man. It usy-
ally takes a brave man to rule any
one of the turbulent Latin American
so-called rapublie,

Diaz of Mexlco began his career as
a soldler and a revolutionist, and s=o
did bhis compeer, J. Rufino Barrlos of
Guatemala, Castro  of Venezuela,
while not a sgoldier, began his carm.-r|
as a fighter and a leader, With a band
of poorly armeid cow herders from hls‘
natlve mountains he raided a few bor
dering towng and fought his way on
to Caracas, where he landed himself |
in the presidentinl chalr,

But Zelaya differed from
that he began his career as the gentle
manly gon of a planter. He had litle |
else to do than ride over the vast os |
tate belonging to his father, He was
sent to school at the capltal and glven |
all the educatlon that his masters
could supply. Extravagant in  his
tastes, he drew on the old man's
purse strings, leaving the plantation |
frequently for the town, where he was
the leador among a gathering of young
mean of about his own uge and elreum-
stances. For amusement they paraded
the streets of the town gt night,
twanging the gultar strings and sing
Ing love songs to their sweethear s

Had Zelaya been content with this
amusement he might have succeeded
to the ownership of his fathers os
tate and have passed the remalnder of
his days In qulet comfort, for his
country was quletly, yet strongly,
ruled by the conservative Presldent
Charmora, hls party having been In
poweér since the final defeat of i(he
American fillbuster Walker, who had
landed on the eoast with his 56 immor.
tals and fought his way to the presl
dency.

Zelaya told his young fricnds and
compatriots that he dld not approve
of the conservatlve rule. His talks
became speeches; he grew bolder, and

these 1in

denounced the government openly
with the result that he was thraown
out. In other words, he was exilad

ke sought refuge v Guatewala, thep

| capltol, and upon
| cablldos, or town halls, throughout the

ruled by J. Rufino Darrlos, the first of
the stern liberal rulers of the Portfirio
Diaz type.

No COUuntry was ever nore Ctllll[llf’lt‘."
Iy organized under a military rule than
was the little republic of Guatemala
at that time. Barrios had not only re
organized a very much dilapidated
army, but he had virtually created a
new one, Ho had stationed garrisons
in all the little towns, strung his
country with a network of telegraph
wireg, ordered his local commandants
to report by wire to the natlonal capi-
til dafly at sundown that all was well,
and thus he had established peace in
his country and put an end to revolu-
tlon that was lasting.

In this army of Barrios, Zelayna, the
exlle from Niearngun, sought and ob-
talned service. Commissioned only a
lleutenant, for Barrios was frugal with
his commisslons, he was soon glven a
place on the president’s staff, where
b took full advantage of the opportu-
nitles given him to study the *old
man’s” method of governing a would-
be troublesome republic,

Barrios, the strong man of Centrul
America, had his life's ambition ever
before him, and thut was the unifica-
tion of the five Central American re-
publies. It was this ambition that led
to hls undoing, for one brigh' morning
in February, 1885, a proclamation ap-
peared nalled upon the door of the
the doors of the

republic announclng that
ted the five republles, and for fea:
that some of them or all of them
might see fit o disunite he was at the
bhead of an army of 30,000 well-diselp-
iined troops mavching to the first and
strongest one of them, San Salvador

It 18 suld that o slmilar proclamation
appeared on that same wornlng on
the brenkfast table of each of the
presidents of each of the other four
republics Informing them that they
had been unlted, or annexed, ns they

he had uni

| cintmed.

However,
the head of

murching with Barrvios at
that army of 80,000, the

grandest army Central America had
ever seen, was the young leutenant
and extle, Jose Santos Zelaya. Hu

Salvador did not propose to bhe eithe;
united or annexed, and Barrjos, the
greatest president undoubtedly whom

Lany of those turbulent Hetle republics

have ever known, rode to his death
be fell upon the plains of Chalchoapa
mortally wounded, in the very act ol
lvading his army to vietory,

Young Zelaya was not only a slaneh
admirer of old Barrios, as he is aflec
tionntely remembered, but he belleved
in him and his methods of government
As he rode by the slde of him to that
fatal battiefeld of Chalchuapa he ex
pected 1o continne with him across
Savedor and Honduras into his own
countiy, where he would see the prin-
ciple for which he had stood and for
which he had been exlled, thoroughly
ettablished. Uat with the rfall of Bare
rlos the army which be was leading
fled.  Zelnju returned to Guotemala,
where he received au promotion [for
bravery on the field, and there he eon-
tnued lo the army of Guatemala unti
the opportuns moment arrived, when
he threw up bis comwlssion and dis.
1] peared.

It 'as in the early 0is that he re
ippeared In his own country leading
and of Insurgents against the gov-

nment. He met with success (rom

very commencement of his cam-
dgn. and It was pot long before be
unded 1o that ultimate goal of all

successfiul revolutlonary
progidential chair.

There Ia an old saying in Central
America to the effect that in deallng
with your Inferfors you must hold
out a plece of bread to them In one
hand while you grasp a club In the
other. This Is very much the prineiple
upon which Zelaya has maintained his
rule In Nicaragua. He offers his people
bread with one band, and when they
are not satlsfied they get the club

When one sees the tatterdemnlion
soldiers of .these Central Ameriean
armies (or the first time not only is
he inclined to laugh, but he entertning
grave doubts of thelr efficlency ns sol-
diers, yet it Is only with such soldiers
us these that the satrap malntaing his
despotism. Strange to say that the
men who make up the rank and file of
these armies are not warlike,

They are usually harmless, pedace-
able follows, If let alone, and their
grentest desire 1o to be let alone. But
they are not let alone, They are sim-
ply pleked up, corralled or captured na
the case may be, and given to under-
sitand that they have got to obey, and
it Is this understanding that makes
them good soldiers,

They are not supposed to know, and
do not know, anything about polities,
or if called upon to fAght, what they
are to fight for. They know who their
chiefs or officors are—who the presl
dent i, and as long as this president
Is allve, and the oMcers who command
thom stay with them, they will fight
to the end, and It Is this wmilltary
sirangth that keops the despot in pow-
er In face of all the hatred and opposl-
tion which may be Dbrought agalnst
him,

Zelayn learned the power of this
stupid military foree as an officer In
the army of Guatemala under Barrios,
and he has made good use of it, al
though he hes not succeeded In per-
fecting its use so thoroughly as old
man Barrios did, for he has had many
revolutions to contend with and put
down during his 16 years of power,

Some say that this ts because Zela-
ya Is nelther ag strong a man or as
clever & man ns Darrios, Barrios be-
gan his rule by having a dozen dis-
turbers of the public peace and se-
curity taken out In the publle plazn
and shot, That ended the matter.
There were no more disturbers of the
publie peace and securlty, and there
were no more publie executions. But
Zelaya, It seems, has had to keep up
the execution of his fellow-citizens all
along throughout his 16 years of occu-
pation of the presldential chair.

As to his having converted the Mo-
hammed’'s Paradise into a couniry of
comparative activity there can be no

lenders, the

doubt. In this respect he has done
precisely what Harrios dld in Guate.
mala.

He has shaken the Indian out of his
lethargic state and made him work or
go Into the army, or both, With his
labor he has strung telegraph lines all
over the country, herded cattle and
planted coffee, and whenever his army
needed strengthening or there was n
revolution on hand he hag had him
brought in as a volunteer soldler or
recrult and put in the army.

On the other hand, the merchants,
planters and business men of (he
country have had to Incresse their
earnings as best they could and pay
him oftimes arbltrary tribute or tax
ation.

As an example of his methods in
this regpect, during an invasgion of the
country by a lurge force of revolution
Ists from Costa Rlea, he kept a cares
ful account of all expenditures in put-
ting down the revolution, at the sume

. - -

they were golng to be allowed to vore
sure enough and put up a candidate in
epposition 1o the government program,
the unfortunnie candidate would be
surely taken out and shot

Zelayn's predominuting
tie Is his cournge. He s ahsolutely
feaviess, and that Is one reason why
he 18 more thoroughly hated than any
one of the other Ceuntral American
satraps.  The other reason Iy, ke that
of his precepter, old Harrios of Gunte-
mala, his one ambition has been (o

characteris

unite the five republies under onoe
gRovernment, with himself, of course,
at lie head. Varlous have been hin

schemes and projects 1o accomplish
this end. At one time fomenting n rev.
olutlon In Salvador, he hos ffled In
that direction. At another time he sue-
ceeded In placing Davila In the presi-
dentinl chalr of Hondurns with the
understanding that Davila would unite
Honduras to Nicaragun, onty to have
Davila tell him to go to the devil after
hisg seat was safely secured, and Costn
Rien bas always been a thorn In his
| glde because he couldn't get up any
revolution there, In which something
might ncerue 1o his benefit or to his
pet scheme. For these rensons Zelaya
has come (o be known us the mischief-
maker of Central America

Compared with gome of the other
rulers who are or who have boen in
the limelight, he s undoubtedly the
boldest and bravest of them all, with
the single exception, perhaps, of Cas-
tro of Venezucla. Dut he is o different
type of man from Castro, who was of
low orlgin and as viclous as he was
low, Zelayn 1s oduented, and he is
very much of a gentlemnn In his man-
ner und  personal  appearance, while
Castro wns not only lgnorant, but he
was a personification of the brute in
human form

On the other hand, there s the
present ruler of Guatemala, Cabirera,
who I8 a rare exception to them all,
for he Is u despleable cownrd maln-
tained in power by a host of satelites,
who cajole him and fatter him, mak-
Ing him believe that he is the greatest
man on earth, while they, us 0 mnat-
ter of fact, hold the reins of a despot-
Ism as arbitrary, cruel, and corrupt as
that of Nero, who fiddled while Rome
was burning

AVOIDS DANGER FROM GERMS

Theater Doorkeeper Careful to
Cleanse Fingers While Hand-
ling Tlekets.

“1 use a wel sponge at wll times
when taking lickets," sald a certain
thealer doorkeeper of St Louls, "he-
caugs of all wmen in the world the
ticket taker s most exposed to con-
tagious disease, When vou stop to
figure on the thousands of tickets |
handle every yonr—perhaps one for
every person in 8t Louls—you ecan
readily see what o groat ehanee thera
i of Lerma coming to me with the
tieckets, The ldea of using n sponge
after every ticket was brought to my
attention by a vory prominent physl-
clan of 8t, Louls some time ago,. He
stopped on hig way Into the show one
night and said: ‘Come up to my of-
fice tomorrow, T want to show vou
something that yon will not regret.

“Wondering what In the world it
wig he hind to show me, 1 ealled on
him, and he then took g bunch of
Lekets from bils desk and tho
microscope showod me that 1 recelve
hundreds of Httle germs with every
plece af carbonrd, ond that any of
them ar'e apt o contaln germs of o
type to cause consumption, skin troy.
bla or a holf hundred other things,
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GOVERNMENT PALACE, MANAGUA, THE CAPITAL

time keeping tab on nll the merchants,
capitalists and planters who were In
sympathy with or alded and abetted
the revolution In any way He then,
after having put down the revolution,
drew upon eiach one of thesa sympa
thizers for a specific amount, accord
lug to his eapital, to defray the ox
pense of pulting down the revolution

It I8 frequently stated, dnd with a
good deal of truth, that there is never
more than one politleal party in Cen-
trn]l Amerlea, and that is the party In
power, But ag a matter of fact, there
s and always has been been two well
defined political partlies. There are
the conservatives on one elde and the
liberals on the other. The reason for
ita being stated that there Is only one
political party Is the fact that which-
ever party is In power maintains iis
despotic sway to such an extent that
no opposition does show ltsell in any
(orm whatsoever. Somelimes there is
a pretense of having an election, but
such an election is more than a farce
for, should any misguided element of
the population or section of the coun
vy be begulled into belleving that

OF NICARAGUA,
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This fixed me. 1 thunked bim, bought

a sponge and have usod It faithfally
| over mince Ench tlme that 1T touch
| @ ticket 1 wash off my Huger by robs
| bing It aeross the wot gponge It
| i8n't much bother and It has undoubt-
| 2dly lessened 1y chances of disg
| seaac,”

The average person Is In too much
of u bhurry to tale the time Lo gecure
protection agalnst these apparent dan-

| gers,” sald a well-known b terlologist

of St. Louls, "but It pays fn every
l.ﬂ.t‘lmn of the word. ‘The cashler should
Keep a smull sponge on hand at all
times over which she could draw hep
fingers every they come in con-
tact with the ticket or coin from a
patron. It finally mechanios
ally."”

time

comes

The Mean Man.

‘Well, have
you'll be satise

Wife (erossly)

| own way, and then
fled.” Husband-—“I'm not o ceraln
about that I had my own wiLY when
| I married you, but I'm pot sutlsued, -
I Judge

your

¥

A Split Infinitive

By MARY F. LEONARD

(Copyright, by Short Stovies Co., Lul)

"I must deplore—" began Prof
Wentworth, removing his glasses.
“You have no idea how funny yon
look without them." Interpolated his
companion; wherenpon he hastily re

placed them, for nothing could have
been farther from his wish at the
moment than to appear funny. How:

over, us he hooked them over his surs
he reflected that Miss Sherman prob.

ably meant odd, He hnd noted with
disapproval her eareless manner of
mpeach

“You begnn to say something, pro-
fessor; 1 did not intend to Interrupt,”
Miss Sherman added after a conzider-
able pause, an ahe shifted hor fiuily
white parasol from oune shoulder to
the other

“I beg your pardon, 1 am very ab
sent-minded—I do not recall" ho
hesltatod, wondering how long It had
beon sinee he last spoke

“I'l exeuse you upon one condition,
You must tell me what you were
thinking about; you looked ns solemmn
“s an owl™

The professor blushed ke o girl
inder the serutiny of those mischiey
ous blue eyew, In whore sight he felt
#ure he must appear n sort of lght
ning-chnnge nrtlst. "It was your uae
of the word funiy. 1 was reflecting
that you perhaps meant odd,” he ye
plied

"1 have notleed that you reflect too
much,” sald Mizs Sherman severely,
"It makes me feel ax If 1 wore belng
dissected.”

This was so Uke his own sensation
the professor wins surprised "I am
far from presuming to eriticlse,” he
sald; “you remember you Insiated

Miss Sherman again shifted her be-
coming baeckground and gazed out
upon the lake. “"How did you ke
‘Across the Storm'?" she asked, “1 be.
Heve that s what we were discuss.
Ing *

"I have to confess that a story of
that kind I¢ not in m¥ line, yot [ do
not deny e merite,—a cortnin spright.

"N A AT TSN AN
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liness, and gome not unworthy charae-
terlzatlon—but as regards style one
must deplore the colloguinlisms, and
among other things, the frequent uge
of the split Infinltive.”

“It may be true, but for all that It
It u delighttul love story. It I8 quite
clear to me, Professor, that you have
never been In love,” ghe looked at him
nrehly over her shoulder.

“I must beg to know npon what yon
tound that conclusion,” he answered,
moving nearer,

"On this same habit of reflection
Now all you find In this story is split
infinitives, At most it I8 to you an
ungrammiatical romwance.”

“And you—7? 1 am to draw the In-
farence

Hhe laughed. “No, It is not necoy.
sary you should draw any,"

It would be unjust to Miss Sher-
man's penstration to suppose she did
not know what was coming
some minutes lator Prof,
in language as clear and conclse as
he was master of, made her an offor
of marrlage, but sghe was surprised
at herself that she did not find |t
more amusing She upon whose word

when

a multibmilllonaire and a novellat of
wide fame, not to mention certaln
lesser lights, were at this moment

hanging In eager suspenso,

The professor might be stilted. but
he was earnest and manly, and she
felt # strange reluctance to
him.

Wentwarth, : poclety

|
|

cepting thelr cordipl Invitations the
profesgor had found hilmaelf In &0 un-
wonted atmosgphere of carcless gayety

Soveral dayva after the episode by
the lake, Mr, Sherman one afternoon
enme upon his sister ensconced In A
Inrge wicker chalr on the porch, some
silts In her hand, and a disconsolate
expression of countenancs,

"0y the way, Carolyn, Wentworth
neked me to say goodhy for him. His
lecturen are over und he leaves to-
night, He had intended to enll this
afternoon, but 1 told him HMelon and 1
woere going to Jamestown, and that

you were not well,”
"Thal wus very tiresome of you
when | wanted particularly to  see

him,"” waa the pettish reply.

"1 fear Carolyn Is In for nervous
progtration,” her brother remarked to
ha wife as they drove away.

Bomething did seoem to go wrong.
The millionaire who appeared at this
inopportune moment was dinmissed
with scant courtesy, and then, left
to hersolf, Carolyn began to cry silent-
I¥. It was thus the professor found
her

My denr Migss Sherman,” he ex-
clanimed, 1 hope nothing Is the mat-
tor."”

“Oh, nothing: 1 was only feeling
tired and bored,” she veplied, bhastily
drylng her eyea. "1 have a tiresome
headache.”

“Then 1 fear 1 shall not help mat.
ters, but there Is something I'd really
ke to say to you If it would not bore
you too much”™

“It Is only mysgelf that bores me,"
Carolyn replied, encouragingly.

“Well, 1 have juat discovered that
I must be something of a bore” the
professor spoke, chearfully: “1 have
been thinking over what you sald to
me, and 1 see | have grown into the
habit of laying too much eomphasia
on correéctions of form, As youn ex-
presped (t, where others found a
charming story 1 found only some
the sln of the specialist, but | want to
thank you for opening my eyes, |
hope you will belleve how 1 value
your friendship—"

“Oh, don't!” erled Carolyn, putting
ber handkerchief to her oyes agaln,

“Is anything wrong? 1 don't want
to distress you—" the profesgor felt
greatly embarrassed, "It s Impossi-
ble for me to—to—adequntoly express
my~-""' .

Ciarolyn sat suddenly  ereet. “Do
yvou know what you have dons?" she
erfed.  "You have aplit an Infnitive!™

He looked at her in astonishment,
then sald, recklesaly, “Well, I don't
eare!”

“But 1 care, for it alters the case!"

FFor a wecond Prof. Waoentworth's
grammatieal mind was  bewlildered,
hut he was not dull, nnd In the flushed,
tenrful, smiling face he read that
which theilled him as no masterplece
of language had power to do, He
bent over her., “My darling, 1 came
back becsusge | couldn't stay away,
and now 1 begin to belleve you wanted
mo,” hn snld.

“1 ghould pever have acknowledged
it if you had not split that Infinitive”

was her migchlevous reply. “That
| ghowed me you really cared.'
Grandpan of To.Day.

“There are no  more old  people”

|

wound | Enameled cooking
"It wouldn't do at all,” she told | mon nnd clean and save labor: enam-

sonid the man who studles types, “At
lonst not In Chicago. Of course women
took the lead in abandoning age, 1t
has been generally recognized for a
long time that women were refusing
to be relegnied to chimney corners or
stenm  radiator cormers, and now I
look in vain for old men. I mean mon|
who are willing to sccept age and in-
firmity and even to make capital of
them, The modorn man does not cond
glder It a deslrable thing to flaunt
long white whiskers, rheumatic joints,
a benlgn smile and the title of ‘gram.
pa.' The modern grandfather would
much rather be called ‘Dad® or '‘Foxy’
than ‘Revered 8ir)' The upto-date
man of muture years la slim, thor-
oughly groomed, profers to wear his
fnee smooth, because thereby less
grayness shows, knows how to run an
automoblle, challenges his  grandson
at golf, snils his own boat, I8 useful at
nffalrs—where his  polished
deference is a plensing contrast to
the sometimes careless attentions of

youth—glves sound ndvice on the
ptock market and enjoye life to the
fullest.”
The Glazed Age,
‘Why not a white enamel gas

range?" asked a
of hlmsell o
age ol white

stove manufacturer
time ngo. This s an
reflected.
nre com-

cnnmel, he
utensils

him, "We have been very good friends | eled refrigerators are clean and swoat

thig summer, and you have perhaps
found me entertaining: but after a
while that would wear off. You

would begin to—to see nothing but
the split Infinitives., I should shock

you in various ways, and you would |

bare me, and we'd both be miserable.
I am dreafully sorry, but—"'

He naccepted her declslon quietly,
but she remembered long afterwards
how white he looked.

Professor Wentworth was dellver.
ing a course of lectures on Philology
at the summer gchool across the lake
from the home of bls college friend
Arthur Sherman Mr, Sherwan’s
protty wife and no less attractive sis-
ter made thelr cottage the center of
gocial life on the lakeside, and in ao-

and appeal to the eyve; sinks and bath.
tubs wre practieally all snameled.
Zine and galvanlzed fron are excellent
muterinls—sao, the old gus rangoe ls a
fine thing for overworked cooks, Good
products and processes, lowever, sh'[!
way to better, This stovemaker be-
gan to experiment with white enam.
elod Jron and Invited housewives to
Inspect results. In Its adveriising
pamphlet the company emphasizes the
fact that 12 ports of the range are
snameled. These include oven racks,
guldos, plates, and door, und broller.
pan Bathtub ard stovemaker have
followed the tendeéncy of the glaced
age. The woman who first coversd
her pine kitehen table with ofleioth
showed the way—~—Scleutific Ameritan,

I :5; -




