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HE Damascus to Mecca rallroad has
many remarkable features which distin-
tingulsh It from other lines. Its prin.
cipal object is to provide a means for
faithful Mosloms to perform their pils

Medina with a greater degree of com-

fort than formerly.

tlong may prove to be.

Geographically, tho Une has provided a means of travel
in & country with a fascination of scenery quite peculiar to
Ateelf and unitke any other part of the world. Instead of
traversing populous countries and great oltles, It seems to
delight In passing through Immense solitudes—through a
country peopled malnly by the spirits of the “Arablan
Nights,” where Httle™surprise would be occasioned In find-
Ing n roc’s egg in some inhospitabloe, rocky valley, or in
fecing a genle floating in a stresm of thin yapor out ol

8 magie bhottle.
The line com-
mences at the tra-
ditional parting-
place of the great
pllgrimage, the Ba-
waubet Allah, or
'‘Gate of Allah, In
Damascus. For the
first few miles the
llne traverses the

Hauran, running
parallel to the
French Hauran
rallroad, From an-
clent tlmes this

district has Dbeon
an extremely rich
one, and the Ro-
mans used it as a
granary.

The deep, narrow
favines of the Yar.
muk, the anclent
Hieroymax, which
the line follows In
{ta descont to  the
Jordan, present
teveral difficulties
of engineering suc
gesafully overcome,
Large numbers of
Italian, Montene-
grin, Croatian,
Greek, and other
European work-
men had to be em-
ployed on the dif.
cult rock cuttings,
tunnels, and via
ducts of thls sec-
tion. :

The Jordan wval
ley, where the line
cronses it s 800
feet below Mediter-
rancan  level; but
the difMculties of
sonstruction cease
when the Yarmuk
valley has bheen
succeasfully tra.
versed, and the as.
cent to the sea Is
made by ensy gra
dlents.

Bouth of Deraa
the main line goon £
leaves the richer
corn land and en- MOUTAHA
ters an upland, undulating country, the land of
Basban, producing abundant grazing in the
spring. At that season troops of gazelle roam
about the country, and the Bedouln, with vast
bherds of camels, are found close to the line,

The landscape gets bleaker as the train
moves south. The mountains of Moab are
passed some distance to the west, and the
track is lald far out In the desert, where the
valleys are wide and easy to cross, and before
they deepen Into narrow ravines as they enter
the mountains,

The old pligrim route i followed very cloge-
ty throughout, and at the statlions the stone
eisterns and reservolirs, to provide'a supply of
water to the pllgrims are noticed. Water be-
comes very scarce; In a few places wells have
been dug and water 18 ralsed by wind-pumps.
For some reason boring for artesian wells
does not seem to have heen tried. One at-
tempt wans made In rocky ground, and when
the drills broke mo [further attemply were
mude.

As the line approaches Maasn an extremely
desolate country s traversed. Low ranges ap-
pear to the east, apparently of sandstone or
limestone formation, although the ground 18
strewn thickly with black fragments of obsi
dian along some sections of the lne, The ra-
vines now trend eastward, to lose themselves
ln a wide depression in that direction, as
ghown in the recent maps of this country by
Prof. Alols Musll. Maan is the first polot since
Amman where water Is procurable In any
quantity, either from springs in the small town
itgell or from wells at the rallroad station.
The place is a large raliroad center, with sey-
eral stone bulldings for officlals, a small shop
tor temporary repairs, a hogpital, and quite a
good hotel—a substantial bullding, rather amnil
In sige. The small town, containing gome good
stone and mud houses, is not visible from the
rallroad, but les beyond a hill nearly a milo
off. Two coplous springs supply the necessary
water,

Date palms are reared; small gardens with
varfous kinds of fruit trees and a few fields of
gsorn are visible, but from a little distance the
place is little else than a drab patch on a ErAy
landscape. Its principal distinction is its prox.
tmity to the rocky city of Petra, a ride of some
elght hours to the west among the Moab hills,
The climate of Maan ls invigorating, both In
winter and summer, as the place stands 5,520
feat above sea-level, surrounded by the dry, In.
vigorating alir of the desert.

The principal drawbacks are the severe
dust storms, Raln 5 not uncommon in  (he
spring, and then a tinge of green sproads over
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grimage to the holy places of Mecca and /

Its inception Is due to the Inltiative of
the present sultan, and the enthusinsm
eroates by Its first announcement brought In
tlons from the faithful in all parts of the Islamic world. A
epeciar stamptax forms a solld annunl contribution to the
expenacs, Jomewhat less evanescent than other contribu-
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the landscape.
The anclent
fortress of Pe-
tra and now
Mdaan owe thelr
fmportance A8
sinnding at the
gate of Arabin,
and forming the
last outpost of
Syria and west:
ern clvilization
before the long,
dreary stages of
the northem
Arablan Jour-
e ney.

v For countless

N ARABIA ages—long  be-
fore the present pllgrimages—this was the
route by which the gold, frankincense, and
Arablan products found thelr way Into Syria;
but the SBuez canal and steamer transport by
the Red sea seem to have abolished all, or
almost all, trade prospects, and only the pil
grims remaln.

On leaving Maan it may Inded be sald that
all hope of dividend is left behind and the line
enters a spirit world without towns or even
inhabltants. The stages south of Maan, the old
pligrim route, were the most desolate of all,
and the way was always strewn by dead and
dying camels asg the caravan tolled nlong. The
line crosses a constant succession of small wa-
dis,

Some 60 miles south of Main comes the most
remarkable change In the landscape and the
veritable gnte of Arabin and the home of the
genle 18 at last reached. The line arrives quite
suddenly at the edge of the curlous escarpment
known as the Datn-el-Ghrul, or the Hollow of
the Genle,

From the station of Batn-el-Ghrul, st the top
of the descent, the traveler can walk to the
edge of the cliff and take in the lmmense ex-
tent of view which unfolds itgelf to the south,
The ezearpment Is visible for some 20 miles to
the cnst, and Is a sheer clift without, It 1a sald,
a single pasgsage of descent, ¥or some 156 miles
to the west, also, the escarpment 1s falrly well
defined, untll it merges in the high ranges ov-
urlooking the Gulf of Akaba, The pllgrim route
follows the descent close alongside the line
and is from 3,207 feet at the summit to 3,278 at
the foot of the escarpment, or 329 feet alto-
gether,

The view from the summit is extremely stri-
king and comprises a great Inland depression,
wulled in by a continuation of the escarpment
on the east, and glowing throughout in the
most hrillant and striking colors, The prevall-
ing note is bright red and yellow, changing to
violet, purple and black, so that every tint ex-
cept green seems to be suppHed, The escarp-
ment 18 of sandstone, which seemsn to have
worn away In gome places to sand.drift of all
colors, but principally red and yellow. The
apurs of the Telesh-Shabim, which run out par.
allel to the line, are covered with glistening
black rocks, at first gight voleanle, but, as 1
was told by an engineer, they were really of
pandstone blackened by the Intense heat of the
sun. The depresslon extends south for a dis
tance of about 120 miles. In this clear, dry alr
every feature Is visible. Inquirles regarding
the country to the east gave It us an almost
waterless rogion, although a route does exist
from Maan to Jauf along which some scanty

wells can be
found. Towards
the Red sea the
district is aald to
contain a fow
villages, and a
sufliclent supply
of water from
small springs.

An endless se-
ries of besutiful .
mirages unfold cir
themgelves as the train tolls slowly nlong these
two lines of steel leading through an endless
expanse of sand and rocks, varled with an oc-
caslonal voleanle outerop ralsing black-topped
hills,

At Tebuk, 430 miles from Damascus, ia the
first oasls of any size, and here a depot has
been formed, at which the rallroad can re
coup fitself before another long strentch of
nearly waterless desert {8 entered and the next
depot at El Ula reached, A group of bulldings
for the employes, a small repalring shop, and &
hospital with 60 beds form the principal part
of the depot.

Tebuk conslsts of a group of date palms
about a half a mile square, deriving vater from
a large spring and watched over by another
of the masonry forts which mark o pllgrim eta-
tlon. Altogether there were about 60 mud
houses, with a few walled gardens belonglog
to the permanent; inhabitants of Tebuk. All
that were seen were of a distinotly  pegrold
type, different from the pnomad Bedown |he
surrounding country s but sparsely Inhabited
by Arabs,

Besldes date palms, there are in the gardens
a few lemon trees and pomegranates, and out-
slde are some few flelds of wheat, cultivated
principally as green fodder, The Itallan en-
gineer In charge of this sectlon had managed
to make a garden In the sand, where by means
of irrigation he grew most kinds of European
veégetubles, but none of the Inhabitants seemed
inclined to copy his example.

It seems certaln that Mohammed visited To
buk In his eariler wanderings, and traditlon
refers to Jebel Sherora ag the Pulpit of the

Prophet, probably from Its communding posi-

tlon overlooking all the surrounding country.

The ralnfall In this country s extremely ca
priclous, and perhaps two or even three years
may elapse before there Is any appreciable fall
here, although at Maan theré appears to be
always some rain in the spring.

Of animal ife there appoars to be very it
tle, An antelope, which the Turks eall a wild
cow, but which looks to be oryx beatrix, is to
be found In this district, but only In  small
numbers, The large troops of gazelle seen
north of Maan do not roam here, It Is sald that
the ostrich Is occuslonally found, and the skin
of one specimen s preserved In Maan station,

The desert alr I8 extremely dry and clear,

always Invigorating, and even the great heat
in summer Is not as insupportable aus in a
damper cllmate, where the thermometer 18
probubly lower, Climpie hag without doubt a
great effoct on the human character and In-
tellect, and the nervous, high-strung tempera.
ment of the Arab 18 to a great extent the cre
ation of his snvironment of desert, with s
splendld mirages to fire the lmagination and
sparkling alr lo keep the nerves always alert,

South of Tebuk want of water Is again a
great difliculty, and the small posts have to be
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supplied dally from the traln,
Al Medain<Salih the valley wident
a lNtile, and here are found some
rock-cut tombs glmllar to those at Pe
tra, but far fewer and less ornate
Traces of a town exist, but there I
nothing now visible except the usuas
fort of the pllgrim. Here again, ae
woll ng st Tebuk, the slte would seem
n favorable one for trylng artesian
weollg, but no attempts have beel
mude to prove thelr suecess or other
wise.
The permanent way has been lalé

S

throughout by Turklsh soldlers, but the statle
buildings, all of very solld masoury, as wall ¢
bridges and culverts, of which there are
grént number, have been constructed most)
by Iltalian workmen, with some Grecks an
Montenegrins, As many as three or four hu
dred Itallan workmen wera employed at on
time on the works near Tebuk, and so 1tt)
did fanaticlam come into play that they buill
the fine new mosque at Tebuk. Subsequensh
they instructed some Turkish engineers, wh
continued the work from El Ula to the Hol;
City 1tself.

It is dificult to think of thia rallroad be
coming n great highway or developlng e
grent trade with Central Arabla, as the sec
ton from Maan to Medina traverses an unpre
ductive country without possibility of develynp
ment, and the interior of Arabla has no su
plus products to dispose of. In any case, wiwy
the llne reaches the sen, at Sherm Rabigh, §
Ia probable that any trade, either export or ko
port, to Medina or Mecca will pass througl
that port In preference to the long land jomu

ney, The following summary of distanges
shows the extent of the line:

Damascus to Maan® ..... R 2855 m
Damascus to Tebuk ........... . A4%0 miller !
Damascus to El Ula ...ovvvveeiese 800 miles
Damascus to Medina .. ............ 800 miles

Damascus to Mecen . ..ouvress o 1097 miles

The gauge of the line 1s the somewhat curl
ous one of 1056 meter (3 feet 6%  Inchos)
which wans necegsury, when the line was firs!
commenced, to correapond with the gauge o
the Delrut-Damascus Hne, over which the rall
Ing stock hud to be brought. The branch te
the Mediterranean, at Halln, was construg’ed
rubsequently. The ralle were supplled by -:he

Amerieun Bteel Trust, by a Freuch firm dem |

fetled In Russla, and by the firm of Cockerill
in Belglum

The englneers In charge of sectlons were
also of various nationalities—French, Poles
Hungarinns, etc.—whlle the gulding spirit in
the construction has boen Melssner Pusha,
very able German engineer, ut besldes thege
the general direction has been under Muarsha)l
Kinzim Pasha, to whom the greatest credit iy
due in bringing the line sucoessfully into Me
dina, and to Hafjl Mukhtar Bey, a brilllani
Turkish englneer, who has absorbed all mod
ern mothods of construction, and completed
tha last sectlon into Medina without European
assistancg,

In conclusion, it s dificult which to admire
the most, this farreaching conception of his
majesty the sultan—to bulld the line and thus
to further the nterests of his religlon and bind
together the outlying pertions of his emplre—
or the sllent, unswerving devotion of the Turk.
Ish scldier who has carried the matter te a
conclusion, and who watches without ecom:
plaint over miles of line through a country al
most without water or inhabitants,

From the cage there
comen & atrain
Full of mingled joy
and pain--

Tears and laughter,
sighs and smiles,

Eeholng the hygone
whiles;

And Lthe song goes
on until

4 Wo  eateh words
that softly threill

Through the musle
of the bird

A & shadow of each

word,

Listen! Hear 1L sing
of troes,
f And of drifting
\- winds that selze
Nodding blossoms as
they run
Hernlding the rising
wun;
o Hoar It wing of
winds that shake
Jeweled waves upon
the lake,

And  of wandrous
blossom-tang
Where the wild
grapes cluteh and

hang

And 1t tells us Mo
nud more

In itx notes that rise
and soa

v
~ AR though they would fnd the goal
| Kept from this imprisoned soul

Faint and fine the musie now,
Ristng, falllng, as a bough
Nocked upon & sephyr's breast,
Bwinging thus a eradle-nest,

Bo it singe of night and morn;
Of the bLerry sand the thern,

Of the wild, wild sweops of ses,
Of the clover and the hee,

Of the mystie woodlnnd hush
Where the falrios romp and rush
Through tho mazes of thelr dance
In thelr olden necromance.

What? You hear It not? Ah, well,
Thus we break the dreaming spell
Thot made It both sweetl and atrong=-
Sunslilne sparkling Into song.

And mo dlesm each Ming note

In the lttle songstor's throst,

Thin, assuvedly thin 1 heard:
“I remamnber!' anng the bird

Om MAN GippLES
[ )BSERVES.

If it Jen't & man
who wants to tell
you that he takes
n cold bath every
morning it is one
who insists on
telling you ha
ents two apples
every night at
bedtime.
£ : Most of us ex-
[0 Ss pect our friends
to be honest, except when It comes to
our personal characteristics,

Ezrn Timmons calls himself a pat:
rlot, but that {sn't any excuse for his
wakiug people up in the middle of the
night to tell them what he would do
with Cuba,

Mrs, Luke Podmore has ordered her
winter dress made with short sleeves,
but she Il worried to death because
Luke won't begin wearing his fall
overcontl already.

There are men who brag about their
poor memories,

I read a magazine elear through the
other night, advertisements and all,
and then sat for an hour trying to
think what was pecullar about it. At
last I figured it out; nothing had been
exposed In that lssue,

When a woman marries a man to
reform him she may as well count on
belng a reformer the rest of her lfe.

When o woman who does her own
cooking reads a story In which the

four or

heroine bosaes
about she beging to think that her
husband doesn’'t love her as he
should,

fiva mnids

Drawing the Line,
“Doector,” says the lawyer, "will you

kindly examine the defendant, who s

sented within two feet of you, and tell

the jury whether in yourepinion he—"

“Sir!" haughtily interruopts the eml
nent expert, "1 will examive any and
nll hypothetical questions you may
wish to ask, but 1 wish to lnform you
that what you suggest I8 in the high
est degree unetbical, No, elir! ]
cannot do it,”

A Bpree In the Cooperage.

The keg war gayly rolling across the
caoper's floor, the cusk was trying
vainly to edge In through the door,

Thea hogshend vowsd ‘twas easy to do the
loop-the-loon, the barrel sang »
merry stave that ended with a hoop;

The crowil was soon arrested and flung

Into the fnll=thelr friend, the wates
bucket was shortly giving ball,

The Wratch,

“You have decelved me!"” sighs the
trusting wile.

“1?  Decelved you? How?' de
mands the gsurprised husband.

“You have been telllng me the
truth sbout where you spend your
avenings."”




