PROBLEM OF THE |
AMERICAN TRAMP

HOW SHALL VAGRANCY EVIL BE CHECKED?|

Laws of Various States Have Proved Unequal to the

Task—Elaborate System

for the Cure of Habitual

Idleness in Force on the Continent of Europe--Is
Striking Contrast to the Futile Efforts That FHave
B2en Made Here in the United States.

EW YORK~The courze of the |
Vagrunt's Hfe Is In & victous oir
il |iront, pal k bonch, ohe ap
lodging house, court, jall, strest
brako-bonn court, Jall, ete; Wi
oel, from month to month, from and
ta maonth, from clty to elly Moro at
curately stiled, the yagrant s course

In wpirnl and downward, wilh accel
rated momentum towanrd demoraiizie

tlon, disease and death Along  his
ad wre cortaln roptus Bgiptionn

charltnble poclotins rmisulons curb
vie  brendlines,  Industrinl bomes

personal visltntlops In nicoholle wards

These nre efforts to extend the help

Ing hand, o switch the vagrant I'rltllll
the clreulng track to the “stralgnt

nhond Tne Mut eenernlly the mo
mentam s ton groat Falluror nre re
cordod far In exeesy of oven Imagined
OO CHHEE writew O, F. Loewla of tho

Chinrlty Orgunization woclety In the

Now Yo I'imes

When we neek, by lmprisonmoent, to
fleal with the Individus] “vag," whal
do we find? CGenerally Ineffective, in

wdequnte, unjust methods of  puniah

ment, wg Tutlle as o e ridiealous,
werd they not so tragl We find cor
rectionnl methods In jall that, Inwtead
aof correcting debass, methods as

vagrant au are the prisoners, We e
Heve that cach man who s able
should contribate his  share of 1he
day's work Niturea abhors o yacoum,
and the eommunity In general abhors
the conutitutionnl 1ler I the drone
vark not, neliber sholl he oat Wae
holinye that erime should be punighed
Vagrauey Is a orlme under the Inw
Punishment I8 genervally  and  necos
uarlly offectod by tho restraint of lib
erty, within a pennl fostitution, Vag
runts nre Imprisoned generally In Jriln
or workhouses, «

But how?

What are the conditions of Amerl-
can jalls?

Do they check vagrancy?

Do they punish Justly?

Do they reform?

N ANSWER has rocently bheen

made publie which s n scalhing
arralgnment of conditions In a great
majority of American county jalls, ail
the more seathing and staggering be-
cause made nfter a earefl Investiga-
tlon by a committee of the Natlonal
Prison Congress, which donss not seek
sensntionallsm, The following para-
graphs are almost rmndom guotations
from the report:

“If the only or chief purpose of jalls
woere to keep wild  beasis In chges,
moat of tho Jjalls are well enough
udapted for this purpoee, . T™he
customary mode of serving food Is re-
volting, Jdemoralizing and often dan-
porous to health, . Often wo must
tmagine bunk over bunk, In the sane
cell or cage, erowded untll the horrors
of stench or suffocation are Indescrib
able, . ., Under an open jall system

the fNithiest, vilest prisoner punighes

or tortures those who have not yot
sunk to his level, . ., . The very siruc.

“In Birmingham, Aln, 240 men In 72

i

ol ’ a0 Wumen In nn ealln

I'be Inmoates of Jall ree chiefly of two
claspes—thoge awnlting trinl and con
vieted milsdemeanant The ardl
nary term of convicted migdemenn
RNTE, Yukrant nnd Inebrigctes 4 foo

short Tor any sort of Industrial train
Ing or aystemaiie production A care
ful wtudy of the situation In all parts
of the land has long ago driven many
to the conclusion that we must have
district lnbor colonies or workhouses

| for thove convieted of offenses, and

that the term of degencerates must be

at leant two years, If we ren Iy intend |

o Nt them for usefal lives

IHE commilteo plainly shows Uhal

under prosent conditlons Snd laws
the county Jull must provide for males
and fomndog; children, youth und
ndults; fOrst ofenders, habitoal erimi
nils, visenbonds proptitulen; wit
nessew held for thely testimony; poor
debtors whose erttne In thelr poverty
Idlots, Imbecjles, Insane, eplleptics
persong arrested  on suspicion, and

wpoplocties whom the saplent pollee
man could not distingulsh from drunk
nrdn All these, says the report, are

often under one roof and manngemenl
In u bullding so bollt that cries and
whilspors travel along . corridor with
cages open al the slde

Now, what chance I8 theres In the
average juil for the reformation of the

Imprisoned vagrant? We may think
that Jack London draws the long how
In hin pleturesque deseriptions of 1
on the road, but In his tale of Impris

onment In the Erle county Jjall he

never wrole of such horrifying cond!

tlons as are deseribed by the report

of the committes, of which Prof
Charles R, Henderson of the Univer

sty of Chicago was ehalrman, What
chance, above all, has  the detalned
wilness or suspect, held In the jall for
Ilm testimony, and Innocent before the
law until he Is proven gullty? What
chanece has he of not suffering  con-

tamination and galning a hatred of so
clety that will not die? In many eoun

ty Jalls the only exercise “enjoyed”
by the prisoners Is in 0 common large
room, with steel grating separnting It
from the surrounding corridors, and
called In jall parlance the “bull pen.”

RE we not thou In a wretehed di

lommns, we who wurge that the
vagrant recelve treatment that  will

deter and roform?  Shall we, know

ing jail conditlons, allow him (o roam

at lnrge? But the vagrant habit (s fos
tered by ldloness, mendicaney and the
absence of progecution. Even as It s
the unwillingness of many pollee oM

clals  or muagistrates (o prosecute
tramps s waell known When  the
vagrant Is told to “get out of town or
be run In” he of course decamps, and
the town Mnances are spuared, while
the melghboring community recolves

the shifted burden. Yet If the con
victed vagrant 18 sent to jall he be

comes & source of contamination to
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Table showing the prisonars committed In lhc United Btates for vagrancy

in 1804, the length of pentences,
for various periods.

ture of the ordinary fell Is radioally

wrong, and offends agoalost the laws of
hoalth, . Almost all the reporte
from jalls record the dall, mnnmnuu-i
ous, maddening trump of  prisoners
wilking almlesaly up and down the

caorridor, ., It In the path of Junacy

Why not have walled yards in  the
opon alr, partly sheltered from raln,

covered over wish steel wire to e

vont escape? bBut this plan s rarely
thought of. . . Card playing 18 the
unlversal resource for passing the dull

and anxlous waking hours.”
Many examplea are given of oxcos
sive overcrowding

anc the percentages of commitments

other Inmates, and in addition he s
often glad to hibernnte or hpend B fow

weeks where warmth, food, (dlenes

and the company of viclous fellows s

mEpured, Are we not often, by wdmih
Istering the law, condompineg the vag

rant to Terther depths of degonorney

What do the reports of chilofs of i

llee show? The wrlter recently pe

eolvod  extendesd  reports  from Lo

chivfe, representing as many difforen

simall munlelpaliies The

natancey to the ponltenting n 0
r‘ A ’ |} 1 A 1 L 1 1
reyg 1 ng int Ly T
te furn linre 1 a8 a ol
montk antoncs these Jally and
vorkhouses the Iab regquired, wihen
there Is  any, cof I goend L} L
brealklng stone In guorry oF In M
y i rosdmaking, chalreaning, chol
nking and farm worlk, This work ia
O paper There Hitle or no ef
fort made to bring reformative inflo
enoes to Lear on thime serving hort
wnlenees or to teach & trade Fvien
at the Masgachinnetls  stnle farm
where the workhon comdition® are
far botter than In moat correctlonsl
Institullone where misdemennants of
the vanerant or fnehrinte clasy are con
lined, the Induntr malntalned seom
to de far more largely cnrried on
gontéences than as chances to earn

a lving

lld ANY of the citloer use the Bertllion
yutem of bjentiieatlon measurs

mentd, Oua chilef reports asking the
usunl questionn,” another the "anme
and address”-—as though a vagrant's
namo and nddee would be of valye!
Whnat o contrust is this to the slabor
nte Belglan system for the jdentifiea

tion of yagrants, which centers in the
casler contrade  de vagabondnge "
general identifieation bureau at Bra

wola? In Belgium the procoss of Lryine
an arresied vagr: iIs Apeody and
thorough. Am scon as the police arrest

B vagrant they communicite by tel
kraph with Brussels Within a fTow
hours there s went back from |'r'.=
wln by telegraph a full desceription
the vagrant and of hils previous cuare
If anything of the prisaner I8 on ree

lord, On the following morning
maglstrito, who la o gradunis of the |. fmint

unlversity, has before him suMelen
materinl about this particular vagraot

aceommodnting

improvement
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PRISONERS COMMITTED IN THE UNITED B8TATES DURING 1904,
The table classifies the principal offe
tences for each offense and perce

number of sentences, 149,601,

to enable him to form An adequate

judgment of the case,

Coupled with this carefulness and
completenoss of Investigation, regls
tratlon, and andequaey of judgment in

the Helglan system for the  punish:
ment of vagrants, which differs so cs
gontially from our opportunist meth.
odds as to be steggering at lirst to con
template. Wa "bunch”™ ooar vagrants
in law, In New York state the man
with no money, no work, and no visl
ble means of support I8 o vagrant.
Fhat such A& man s not often jalled
unleas the case I8 aggravated by

other factors, is not the fanlt of the

law, 80 to speak, but is due to the un
willingnesas of magistrates to commit

the unemployed homeless, or to the

Indifference of the anthorities, Dut in

Ilelglum the sinte of "no work, no

home, no monay” I8 not a erlme, un

lees there |lg added to that the state of

fntentional ldleness

UT when Uelglum does commit a
vagrant, then woe to the liberty of

that vagrant for a long period! Con
vietlon {& 1o a depot de mendlcite for
from two to seven yours, The depot
de mendielte s at Merxplne, a groat

Icdustrinl golony  with accommodations

for about 5,000 prisoners flere thers
occurs # clugsification, the worst ele
moents being at night  plnced o soll
tary confinement and otherwise plicad
undor siriet discipline. Intensive la

bor i carrind on, the work belng

graded novording to the physieal abiil
ty of the Individual Inma'cs

The Helglan treatment of vagranis

brings out prowminently several [acts
In the fArst pluce, Belglun believea i
elting vagrants off the atreels and

highwny Soume years ngo tha min

tar of it e declared that there wa
o viganbondugo In Helginm Thi
statement needs Interpreting Thars
s probably falriy little  vagrancy
mloug the highwave, Dbocause every
vagrant must be g ended nnu
mwinde to show ecnuse through his pa
nore, or by the absenoe of o record ot
Rirussols, why he should not be seat to
he depet de mendicite. The fact that
Merxplag containg  about 5,000  1n

mwates, and that the averags perlod of

detontion Is 1B months, and that the

madority of the lnmates are returned
to Murxplas for succesding offengies

of vagrancy, shows that vasraney in
Belgtom 18 pot erddicatad] from the s

cinl body, but removed as miuch
much an possible [rom soclety

cities, representative of large snd | ECONDLY, Helglum docs not  re
eiters | S

t
showed that In mest Instanecoes Vil
rants are committed to Julls, less 1

iry

quently w workhouses, and in a few

kard all vagrouts alike I thero

| are oxlenuntl

circumstlances,

1l ciase of vagraney scecms the result

physical Incapacity, the apprebend

nees, showing total
ntage of each cless of offenses to total

number of sens

labhor colony do not
the ranks of the Industrial army

reform and rejoln

of the commlitmentis
to penal Instiiotlons

exceptionally
Drunkenness,
ponsihle lor
more than halr the commitments durs
Ing 1904 1o penal institations

houses, o which the
offenders are
tleally no reformative influen

and state prisong

COMPARISON BETWELN TH
AND UNTREATED PRO

LLANT

"Timber thoroughly treated  witl
proper preservatives will last almost
indefinitely," pave o governm

ex
pert who I8 an nuthorits ol 1 tn
presocvalion. "Englneors hove known
for yvears that this 8 trun” he eat
tinues, "hut up to the present time, ol
least in Amerien, complicated and vx
pensive plantes have boen nocegdnn
for the work and wood preseryvatlon
hns often been o0 expensive an o
tion to allow treated timber to coms

into general use,

Methods In wod preservation have
undergone o marked change in the
Ingt few yvonrs, however, and the waork
which o few years ago wab Hmited (o
& faw experimonts earvied on In soat

tered parts of the United States has |
grown with such rapldity that wood |

preservation has become a business
which figures most prominently n the
Indusirial life of this country.

Each year rallronds are treating an
Increasing portion of their eross tles,
miners thelr mine props, farmers (thelr
fence posts and the men of many
other Industries are bringing preserva-
tives Into play to eclose the pores and
prepare the timber they use to reslet
the fungl which cause decay. The
work points the way to one of the
chiof means of the conservation of the
natlon’s forest resources, for as the
length of the lfe of timber I8  in
ereansed the dealn upon the forests is
legiened, and more wood muade avil)-
abhle for use

In nearly all locallties In the Roeky

mountein and Paclfic statos {8 found |

an pbundant gupply of certain kinds
of timber which have only a slight
commercial inportanee Engelmann
Epruce, lodgepole and other kinds of
ploe, nspen, and ecottonwood are only
A partisl lHst of the kinds of \\---.;f
which are sirong enough and abundunt
enough to win high value for constri
tlon  purposes woere It not for one
single defeet which has nreventaed
their general adoption. When exposed
to the soll and weather they deeay so
rapidly that they have to e regewed
too often 1o justify thelr use

Dead timbor of ludgepole pine and
other species also 18 found In lare
tracts, but lg  sharply  diseriminated
agninst by all conatructing eneineers
and contractors.  As & matter of faet,
the dead timber, provided It s sound,

Is Just as good as green thuber of the
snme species; and indeod, In some
witys, Is even more valuable, For it

In well known that thovoughly send
soned 1imber s both  stronger  and

more durnble than the same  tim b
when groen Fimber which was Willed
by fire or Insects, und whieh Is st
In a sonnd condition Hiffers from
Ereen timbepy ehleolly in being thor
oughils cagoned—that 18 to Sl | |
slronger, maor lurnble and Hehtvr
And so not Wiy tire the f ht rat«
Cor 1 [ TR bt i bt by
Bru of thuh I Curs

Fver L thoroughl f nald econ
dition i I n VLT
(LAALLS) i A
Ly Fomenns durn
t " r 1 I with Don

| i) 1 | nd the the

k il S0 Al h are u | P
RN T B In (Ti] | 1 W | Aned
balore 1) t i fully « pel
with h | I ite of thels
low L [ they must  ba s 11
15t lor r ounder unfa Lle cond
Lions

ATLe yeurs' LUy th
["nlted St1al {1, t service hias
mroved that In many cases the cum
plleated and expensive plants o I
1 i LTS O Lh Prapet treatiment of
many Kindg of e and thist many
L LRG0 which dedcay 1 t rap
Iily in the naturnl state Are an
thar @ feent nil chen 1 o Ltrea
Many of the species mentioned nly
offer Hitle reglstance 1o the enlr
of the proservative The principle of
the mothod | O immerss the thaog
oughly senzoned wood o w hot bath of

thee Hauld, leave 1t o for o few hours,
nnd then elither plunge it into o cold
bath of o preservatly o elge ran ont
i hot i il st tradt r tank
e Ll t Ul min with | id of n
“r Wils requires only

th | L kingd of machinery, and
1) [ i o1 i 0 s&light that
" n ehen | " o lone l“.l.\‘_l'_
hin 5 can 1 treated by the

Hrn il Wl me

| 1 :' I H rl:! "\.
tensls Lperiment n all portions of
the country, conslders thut the prac
ticability of the process has been cons
clusively proved, more or less dim.

enlty hns been encounterod in induc-
ing others o adopt the process on o
commercial seale, In order to demon.
strate beyond any  doubt that the
process I8 adapted to  commereial

Chestnut Pole Showing Decay at
Ground Line After Few Years'
Service,

treatments, the service hus srranged
o erect gmall woating plants—seml-
commerclal In slze—on several of the
nationnl forests. Tests will e made
on the local timbers. and - careful
record kept of the cost of the work.
The treated timber will then Lo plaeed
n permanont position, where Its fu-
ture durability can be compared with

intreated timbor of the same or other
kinds

‘i‘u.._-.- such plants will be erected.
ind It Is oxpected that they will be
In - successinl operation  durlng the

-."- mer According to the presont
P one plant will be erceted at
e locality on oy near the Bluck
Hilld Natlonal forest, Soulh Daliota
nnother on the Holy Cross .'\',r".u:':;:i

foyest In Colorado:

and the third on
the Henrvs Like N

tHonal forest, near

St. Anthony, ld J
The lnvestigations in w o preserva-
tlon by the use of creosnte, which L]
nothing mare thiun the dead oll of conl
tar and zine ehlovid, @y consldered of
ieh importaies by the government
thnt one branch of a bur W In the
it i i ' :'I ! . il I'-.I I! . I',r
f [\ I’ Vb ion in the for
.I i | Wen over entirely to
Lhe worl I experimoent I eonperi-
tion with rally feompanies, mining
COrporat i [ individunls wha e
Lo prolong the e of the timber
whileh tl Vdviee and practical
\ | furnished all wha pre-
i Lol the Iorester at Washington.

Kinematagraph in Medicine,

The vesults which T have obtalned
with the kitensn saph a8 on ald In
ilie e hing of nervous digeases, and
" v 1 b wen nbie to demonstrate
"l X hospitad  and  elae.
where, have met with exprossions of

\ i colleagues

i 1 b of the medleal Pro-

| 1
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departimoent
LU in stolen
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