e P

==

— i e

e e A Ape A . g . |

F -

— —

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE

IRA L. BDARE, Prapristor,

TERMS: $1.2 IN ADVANCE.
NORTH PLATTH, - NEBRASKA
Of the 46,988 deaths which oceurred
in Paris for the year 1800, no less than
12,314, hence about one-fourth, were
due to consumption; 37.2 per cemt of
these persons died between the ages of
1 and 20, 60.2 per cent between those
of 20 and 40,

An Alabama geologlst who has been

progpecting In the nelghborhood of
Decatur says he has found unmistak-
able traces of gold and phosphate
within fifteen miles of the elty named.
He refuses to divulge the exact loca-
tion, as he is operating for ths pur-
¢hase of the lands and the organization
of a stock company-
{ Workman digging a ditch near
Round Prairle, In Logan county, O,
have just uncovered one of the finest
and best preserved mastodon skele-
tons yet found In that state. Unfor-
tunately they damaged one of the en-
ormous tusks before they knew what
it was, The tusk {8 nine feet in diame-
eter at the socket end,

The castle In which Oswald d'Aur-
mene, a Belglan artist, has offered Mr.
Kruger a home was built by monks 300
years ago as a convent. It has had a
varied career, a former owner having
entertalned royalty In it, and was
bought only a few years ago by M.
d’Aurmene, who I8 wealthy, and re-
stored all the old aplendor, besides In-
stituting all modern convenlences and
comforts,

Fresh excavatlons on the eastern
slopes of Vesuvius have brought to
light a vast edifice, 24 rooms of which
have been disinterred, and the walls of
which are covered with frescoes of a
date anterlor to Pompell and of great
beauty. The director of the Berlin
Museum 18 on the spot, and It I8 re-
ported that the Kalser has offered
£100,000 for the “find.”

- Beveral of the Buropean general
utaffs nte studying the feasibllity of or-
ganizing speclal corps something after
the Boer model. The princlpal difficul-
ty les In the limited supply of horses
At the command of the various govern-
ments, with the exception of Russia.
The last equine census in that country
is stated to have shown considerably
more than 10,000,000 horses it for war

i

L. Balley, a 70-year-old vet-
civil war living at Free-
Ind,, recelved a pension of $35
per month and applled for an Increase
$#40. There was some Irregularity
his affairs,and these were discovered
when his application was considered.
The result was that his entire pension
‘was taken away. ‘The old man brood-
ed over the matter snd began to fall
rapldly. He absolutely refused all food
m weoks, and dled on Thanksgiving

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Relcke of Califor-
nia are in charge of & signal statlon on
the brow of a lofty peak in the Slerra
Nevada mountalns, where they keep a
sharp lookout, fleld glass Jn hand, for
firen which might break out in the
snowsheds that skirt the rallroad
through the rocky wilds. If a small
flame should pass unnotlced for an
hour the whole chain of sheds might
be consumed and the tracks endan-
gered, The woman watches by day
and the husband by night.

A frank and somewhat artless state-
ment of what is being done In the line
of burning the farms of the Boers la
made by a correspondent of the Pall
Mall Gasette at Johannesburg.: Thias
enterprising person wishes to form a
company to buy up the farms of the
Boers and sell them to English settlers,
The properties can be bought for &
mere trifle, The reason why, as given
by this speculative correspondent, Is

®. When the Boer prisoners
of war return they “will find in nine
cases out of ten that thelr homesteads
have been burned down and scarcely
head of stack left.” They will be des-
titute and their only hope of subsls-
tence will be In the sale of their land
for whatever a speculative company
may choose to glve. .

If there were no such things as time
locks a Presbyterlan church at Mount
Joy, Pa., would be $8,700 richer than it
is. Rev. David Conway, while pastor,
was thrown from his carriage last year
and fatally injured. Knowlog that
death was near he made a will leav-
ing 36,000 to the church, but learning
that under state law bequests nmust be
made thirty days before death he
signed an order on a local bank glving
to the church 8,700 worth of bonds he
had on deposit, This was In the even-
ing, und us the bank vaults wete pro-
teoted by a time lock the bonds could
not b&:nllvarod till next morning. Be-
fore t time Mr., Conway was dead.
The banker held the securlties pending
® legal decision, which has just been
Eiven, to the effect that the bonds must
be added to the estate and divided
among Mr, Conway's relatives,

A market woman named Jacques, In
trylog to entrap a mouse in the fire-
place of her lodgings In Parls, pulled
put & loose brick behind which the
anouse had sought refuge, and was as-
tonished to find a parcel conslsting of
notes, cash and securities to the value
#t 40,000 francs. She at once took her
the police station, and will be
elaim it In & year's time
anless owner comes forward and

right to the fortune in the
within b
'-- t I

HER BEAUTIFUL HAIR,

I
For 1ave and for life you have left me but
this
Only & ringlot to elusp and to kiss!

After the fear, and the tear, and the
prayer, : tiful §

Only a tress of your beantifnl hair—

Of you wilken, sol!, shadowy, beautiful
hair!

17,

Hair that Tove erowncd—that his fingers
unwound

In momenta when even the Silent seemed
woun, )

And speech was immortal! When the
rise and the full

Of a flowor on your beautiful bosom said
all!

And earth moved in music and Love was
Love's thrall.

I1r.
For love and for life, you have left me but
this:
All gold ‘h'} ﬂ;u' glance, dear, but cold to

my kis!

You have left me but this, and to feel,
and to know

dear brow that wore it lies dream.
below

The green o the meadow—the white o'

the snow.

Iv.
You have left me but this, of your love
and your trust;
love that lies dreamloss in dainies
and dust;
But over my heart, in the night of de

mpaitr,

I ahall feel the so* fall of your beauti
ful hair

*Iill 1 drift to God’s Morning and meet
with you There.

=Frank L. Stanton, in the Atlanta Consti-

tution.
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AIl's Well That Ends Well

NEFVFFHRITOVIR T I ITOY

R. PERRY was an old
bachelor and Miss Briggs
was an old mald. He lived
in the brick house on the
hill, and she lived In the cottage oppo-
site, and they were mortal eneniles.
He despised her because she kept two
cats and a canary, and she loathed
him for his afectlon for a huge mas
tir and an old knock-kneed horse,
“Why on earth the man don't try
to get a decent horse s more than I
oan imagine,” she would say, as he
plodded up to the door. “I belleve he
I8 too mean and miserly to buy one.”
Mliss Briggs would hardly have felt
pleased had she knows that Mr. Perry
rode back and forward on this worn-
out plece of horseflesh for the purpose
of annoying her.

They never spoke, but yet they man-
aged to keep up a perfect warfare,
by dlsagreeable manners and wrathfu)
glances,

Bhie sat hour after hour beneath that
canury bird In the window, with her
cat perched upon the sill and her knit-
ting In her hand, throwing glances of
scorn to the opposite side, where le,
with clgar and newspaper, recelved
and pald them back with Interest,

His detestable dog came over and
ran through her garden, destroying all
ber beautiful tulips and hyncinths,
and she gave him a hot bath, which
#sent him howling to his master, and
when sald master remonstrated, gent
word that she would treat bim worse
next time,

Her little red cow broke through his
enclosure and devoured his turnips,
and he led her home and Informed
Miss Briggs that a second offense
would give her a comfortable pasture
in the pound,

For two years they lived and fought,
and no one could bring about pence
between them. It was a pity, the
neighbors all snid, for Miss Briggs was
& dear little soul, and there was not n
finer man In the country than Mr,
Perry.

“Julla, my love,” sald Mrs. Perkins
on¢ afternoon, as she entered the cosy
parlor, “I am going to have a party,
and I want you to come down In the
afternoon to ten and remaln during
the evening, Every one will be there,”

“WIill the old bach over the way be
there ¥

“Mr. Porry? Oh, yes! We could not
get along without him.”

“Then that settles the matter, 1
shan't go"

“Now, Julla, don't be so foollsh! 1f
¥You remaln at home he will (hink that
you are afrald of him."

Mliss Briggs thought the matter over,
Well, it would look a Nttle k. thnt,
and she would not have hlm think so
for the world—the concelted wreteh.

Mra. Perkinsg went home, and it was
arcanged that Miss Briggs  should
spend the afternoon and remaly for
the party,

Blie was a pretty little woman, and It
was always a puzele to every one why
she never marvled, She bhad a round,
rosy face, clenr brown eyes and bean-
titul balr, and If she was thirty, there
WOs not a4 swarter wolman In town.

8he stood before the looking glags In
ber chamber, and fastenced her lace
Conar over the neck of hier drvoss with
& plean gold brooch, und began to think
that she looked very well, There was
A bright healthy flush upon her cheek
and her eyes were full of life and
beauty.

She walked Into Mrs. Perkins's sit-
tlng room and found her awalting her
with a smiling face. SBhe thought that
#he must be In a very good humor, but
sald nothing, allowing the good lady
to amile as long and pleasantly as she
winhed,

Bhe understood it all when supper
time eame, and Mr., Porkins entered,
followed by Mr, Perry, This was a
well-dald plot to make the two become
Iriends.

Miss Briggs bit her Ups and inwapd-
ly vowed that nothing should tempt
her to “give that wman” her band in
friendship, She hated him and always
would,

an of
L

He was placed divectly opposite at
the wble, and mapy thues foreed to

th

Briggs mecepted them,

. ‘,1',‘1(":’-"-"'"-’.'1 W e,

she declared to Mra, Perking after
supper that they nearly choked her.

Before evening they were hoth per-
runded to overlook the harse and cow
diftenlty, and he eivil, nnd Miss Briges
war frightenoml when she found hers
gelf tnlking to him with easy and
pleasant familiarity.

The party was n snocese, agd al-
though the #ports were generally mon-
opolized by the younger portion, they
found room for the old mald and her
enemy, and several times they found
themeelven  dolng  most  ridiculous
things In the way of paying forfeits,

At the end of the evening Mins
Briggs was ut the door to depart, when
he called:

“Mins Brigge, I nm going right wp
your way. Wil yon ride?”

Would ahe ride behind tnat old horse,
nnd beslde that detestable man? She
was wondering whether ahe would or
not, when Mrs. Perking came and tri-
umphantly led her out, and packed
bher into the earringe.

It was as dark as piteh, and they
had to let the horse go his own way
and find it the best he could. He did
so very well until they reached the cot-
tage, and then he was bewlldered,
Mr. Sperry spoke, jerked the relos,
but to no purpose, He then took out
the whip, Whether his patural dis-
like to that article, or the memory of
the Indignities he had suffered from
the hands of the owner of the cottage
overcame him, it is hard to decide, but
at all events he klcked up his heels,
vin a few yards and fell, overturning
the buggy and lts precious contents,
Miss Briggs was up in a mwoment, un-
harmed, but My, Perry was sllent as
the grave. She ran shouting through
the darkness until Mr. Perry's “help”
came with a lantern to her asslstance,
They found the poor man half dead
beneath the cearviage, and while Dan
wns nt work, Miss Briggs ran home for
her own servant. After much hard
labor they suceeeded In  extricating
him from the wreck, but he was sense-
less, and they bore him home, and sent
for a doctor. Upon examination they
found his leg to be broken, and thus
Miss Briggs's cnemy was at her mer-
oy,

The dayr and woeeks that followed
were dreadful ones to the sufferer, but
Miss Briggs never left him, Day and
night she stood beside him, aond her
plump hands adininistered to every
wannt.

He forgot the cow and his turnips.
He forgot the cat and the cananry. He
only saw a llttle patient woman, with
f pretty face, trim figure and tender
hands—and, would you belleve it—fell
in love with her.

How could he help it? She had sat
by him through the dreary days of
puin, she hnd brought him her pre-
serves and nlee Invigorating cordials.
She had, fn all probability, saved his
life.

What could he do?
fall In love.

“Miss Briggs!" he said,
wlhen he was able to sit up,
“Well, Mr. Perry?”

“You have been very good to me, and
I feel as though I owe you a great
deal.” !

“There! now just stop where you
are. You owe me nothing."

“But would you mind if I trespassed
a little further on your good nature?”

“Not at all.”

“Well, Miss Briggs, will you take
me In eharge for the rvest of my life?”

“What¥"

"Will you marry me? There!"

Miss Briggs blushed, aud her nnswer
cume thus:

“I will marry you."

There was n wedding In church a
few woeks loter, and Mrs, Perklns
preparved the wedding supper.

Mr. and Mrs, Perry live In the brick
house, and the cottage Ia rented to a
Young man and his wife, to whom
Mrs, Perry bequeathed her cats and
the ennary,

The mastiff and the knock-kneed
old horse are with thelr forefathiers,—
Waverley Magazine,

Nothing but

one day
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Londoners and the “Lif.'

It looks as though people with wenk
hearts had, after all, better climb ten
flights of stalrs than effect the ascent
by means of the lft. This convenlent
Ingtitution Is becoming ublgqultous, We
soAr up to the topmost story of the
sky-seraping flat, we descend through
geologieal strata to the twopenny tube
by Its asslstance. We thought we wepe
thereby saving our vital energles and
lengthening our lives, The doctors
seem o hold another opinlon.  Lift
nttendants have died sudden deaths;
people with wenk hearts have notleed
omlnous scusations when In the eleva-
tor, We are told the sudden transi.
tlon from the heavier alr at the foot
to the Hghter ale at the top I8 extreme.
Iy trying to the constitution, Kven
milllonnires and blshops and alder-
men are now volontarlly tramplng up-
stalrs, and avolding the swifter but
Insldious route, In fact, 0 new dis-
cage has swum futo our ken  “lift
man's beart." We have all of us been
visking this malady without knowing
It It Is true most people have ex-
perienced the slngular sensation of In-
ternal collapse when the Hft floor sinks
benenth the feet, but none of us sus-
pected the reswlts wight be so serious.
Every new notlon for health and com-
fort seems to bring Its particular Nem-
esls.—London News.

No Use For Talking Machines,

A eek little man walked into the
oifice of the detectives nt Police Head-
quarters Monday afternoon and pe-
ported that some one had stolen his
phonograph, Detective Phil  Striefr
ran his hand over his bald spot and
safd: “Ah, the thief was a single man.”
“How do you know he was a single
man?' asked Eddie Moges,

“Why, It's a plpe that married man
wonldn't steal a talklug machive' -

the biscults or preserves, and
although

Clucinnati Enquirer, ) 1
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AN ACCOMPLISHED CAT

HAS BEEN TIRAINED TO
RETRIEVE GAME,

HWUzzyu

He 1a na Good as Any Hunting DogeTTow
Mis Master Taught Him to Netrieve,
rollow and Stund Filro=Has Acquiced
SBome Canlne HMabits,

Uncommon ninong cats 18 'Wuzzy,
the son of Mutx, for Wuzzy goes a-
hunting, e does not hunt as all ents
do. but, Instead, goes with hunter avd
gun and retrleves game, the acvoms
plishment coming partly from heredity
ond partly from long, patient and care-
ful training,

I became the posses<or of a beaut)-
ful Australian tiger cat who responded
to the name of Mutz. Mutz wns nf-
fectionnte and of good disposition, and
I hegan tralning her to hunt while she
was n kitten. It wasg a most ditheunlt
undertaking, and when I had reached
n point in her eduention where she
would follow me a short distance from
the house and plek up birds that were
ghot she beeame the mother of three
kittens, Two of them were consigned
to o bucket of warm water at pirth,
but the third was eo beautifully
marked that he was saved. Bome one
remarked that he was “a wursy little
eat,” and “Wuzzy" he was named,

The coming of family dutles effectn-
ally stopped the further education of
Mutz, and the effort was transferred
to Wuzzy. Wuzzy's father was evi-
dently a disreputable old fellow, but
the son's markings were even more
perfect than those of his mother, and
now he s a minlature tiger in all but
disposition, for a more lovable and
loving eat it would be difenlt to find,
The nomadic Instincets of his father,
combined with the tralning of his
mother, made Wuozzy an ldeal subject
for experimentation, and as soon as he
could play I began tenching bim to re-
trieve.

After Wuzzy had learned to retrieve
he was taught to follow at request—
not command—and then to come to
ghoulder. A dog is tnught to come to
heel, but Wuzzy preferred my shoul-
der and would ¢llmb there and remain
perched durlng the long walks. Now
came the most important and delicate
part of his education. He would re-
trieve and would follow; wounld he
stand fire? Would he retrieve birds?
Beginning with a small rifle, which
made but slight sound, 1 gradually
accustomed him to the digcharge until
he would sit on my left shoulder while
I fired a shot from the right. F

The next lesson wans to combine the
sound of the gun with the idea of re-
trieving, and on fiving I threw the
ball with which he was accustomed to
play and he quickly assoclated the
gun and the ball. Then the ball was
displaced by a dead bird, a linnet or
sparrow freshly killed, and it took
but a few lessons to teach him to re-
trieve the bird as readily as the ball
The next lesson consisted in hanging
the bird to a limb and dropping It as
the gun was fired. He soon learned
to wateh the motion of the gun, and
bis keen eyes detected the bird before
the shot. His eagerness and expres-
glon of expectancy showed bhls im-
patience and, the trigger was scarcely
pressed before he was off for the fallen
bird,

Having sufficiently inculeated Into
his mind the sequence of events I now
put his lessons in practiceal operation
nnd took him on his first hunt. He
followed me readlly for about a quar-
ter of a mile and then showed a desire
to return home. Calling him to shoul-
der, 1 shot a linnet, He watched the
motion of the gun with evidences of
delight, and as the bird fell be sprang
to the ground and brought the bleed-
Ing trophy to my feet. 'This was suf-
ficlent for the first day, and we re-
turned home, where he recelved the
bird as his share of the day's sport.

Every day for a week 1 continued
to take him further and further from
home untll I felt that his education
was about complete, A tramp of three
miles and back had no terrors for him,
and his bright golden brown eyes were
often first to discover the hidden bird,
Like all of his kind, he has an antip-
athy for water, and will not venture
In after birds that fall in strenms,

The detalls of our most recent hunt-
Ing trips are typleal of Lis work and
will serve to show to what extent
Wuzzy's education has been earvied. 1
started out one evening and gave a
peculiar whistle, which the cat has
lenrned to Fecognize as his particular
call, He came sleepily around the
corner of the house, as if half Inclined
to resent Interference with his nap,
but when he saw the gun his resent-
ment passed and he was all Hfe and
action. He frisked about, llke a dog,
running up and down my clothing,
climbing trees and scnmpering along
the top of the tences for a few hun-
dred yards, when he sertled down to
business and began casting about for
game. Espylng a dove on a dead
lHmb, he crouched and began lashing
his long tall In perfect tiger motlon,
Thus he lay until I sighted the bird,
flushed it and brought it down, when
he was off, swifter than a dog, and
grasping the fluttering bird almost as
soon as it touched the ground.

I was first to slght the next bird,
and flushed and dropped a meadow
lark while the cat was looking In
another direction. Instantly on the
sound of the gun Wuezy was alert,
and noting the aim of the gun, he was
off like a shot after the bird, which
he found by clrcllng like a true hunt-
er, Thus the humt progressed untll
we reached a spring about three miles
froin howme just at sundown, the time
when doves delight to drink, and then
came what I consider the brightest
achlevement of the cat,

Hiding begide a scrub onk I called
Wuszy to shoulder. His bright eyew
were constantly watching, and when a
dove appeared fiylng swiftly toward

L]
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the epring, the cat was trembling with
excitement until the bird alighted for
Its evening drink, then he bounded
from my shonlder to a near-by rock
and stood, Inshing his tall, while tha
frightened bird flushed and swiftly
wingod ite way to fall by a shot. e
trieving the bird he walted patlently
wntil the next appeared and the pers
formanece was repeated, notll the aps
proaching darkness drove us home.

As n sequence to his tealning Wuozay
has pleked up, of his own accord, cer-
tain habits that are usvally consldered
to belong especlally to the dog, He
objects to being left at home when any
member of the family goes visiting,
and will follow fo the nelghbor’s, and
if the visit happens to be a long one
he will glve most reproachful yowls
from the front porch until the hint is
taken and the visit eut short, Ocen-
slonally when we have spent the even-
ing at a peighbor’s, we have been fol-
lowed by Wuszy, and we were always
sure to find him curled up at their
front door when we started home.—
Ban Franclsco Chronicle,

THE WORLD'S LARCEST PLANK.

Cut From a Glant Redwood Tree It Mens-
ures 6x17 Feet.

The largest perfect plank in the
world is clalmed by Charles Herbert
Carr, of New York Clty, It Is of red-
wood, cut from one of the famous Cal
Ifornla giants, with dimensions of two
inches thick, glx feet wide and seven-
teen feet long.

While there have been perhaps as
large pleces of redwood as this one ex-
hibited, it fa sald that they were not
without some Imperfections elther It
ent or patent, or else were made up of
sectional pleces to represent one.

The plank was produced only by ae-
cldent at one of the largest sawmnilly
in Callfornia, and probably couiil never
be duplicated. It Js one of the most
difficult tasks, coupled with constant
disnppointments, as explained by one
well versed In such matters, 1o secure
a sllce of wood of such enormous pro-
portions and have it perfect ln every
detall,

An experienced woodman Is obliged
to go prospecting for miles In the
dense redwood forests for a suitably
large and hdaptable tree of at least
fifteen feet In dinmeter. When he
finds such a one he carefully inspects
It, has it felled, and it is then a ques-
tion whether it will prove sound
enough Inside to warrant further test-
ing. .

Trees of such large dinmeter, due to
thelr great age—1000 or 1500 years—
are invariably decayed, or have what
Is known as “heart checks” or seams,
usually three In number, diverging
from the corner of the tree trunk to
two-thirds of the distance to the clr-
comference. The trunk or log is then
taken to the mill for final dissection,
where skiliful and sclentific work fs
called into play to cut between these
irregular “heart checks,” and at the
game time avold any defects which le
hidden beneath the surface,

This plece of wood contalns exactly
204 square feet, board measure, and
welghs 910 pounds,

How Parllament Is Dissolved,

A preliminary step in the process of
the dissolution of Parliament 18 the is-
sue of the necessary writs by the Lord
Chancellors of Great Britaln and Ire-
land. Writs are lssued to the tem-
poral and epirtnal peers of England,
the representative peers of lieland,
the Judges of the High Court (not
being temporal peers), the Attorney
and Solicltor-General and the sher-
I¥s and returning officers for countles
and boroughs,

The twenty-cight representative
peers of Ireland it for life, and there-
fore In their cage a dissolution merely
involves a writ of summons to the
new DPavliiament. It 1s otherwise,
however, with the sixteen elective
peers of Beotland. They hold thelr
seats only during the lifetime of a
Parliament, and have to be re-elected
at each general election, The election
tnkes place in Holyrood Palace, In
Edinburgh.

Outside Tondon and Middlesex the
refurning officers recelve thelr wilts
by post; and a record of the times of
posting, recelpt and return Is pre-
served Dby an elaborate system of
slgned acknowledgements. The writs
are returnable within thivty-five days
of their lssue, and the returning ofMl-
cers are Hable elvilly and penally to
the House of Commons for the proper
returns.—London Dally Mail.

To Frovent Fire on Shipboard.

A French maritimo engloeer, M. Di-
bos, has discovered two  remedles
which can be employed simultaneons
Iy to prevent or sanounce spontaneous
comsustion in the hold of a vessel,
The frst I8 to have vertieal tubes
which go from the deck deep into the
hold, down which thermometers may
be lowered from thme to time, and the
temperature o the hold ascertained.
This method is only for the discovery
of danger,

The second method is really a com-
pletion of the first, and conslsts In
placing in the hold a barrel full of
common lme, Into which, from the
deck, runs u lead pipe. As soon as
fre Is discovered an acld (such as sul-
pharie) I8 poured down the tube into
the lme. This ecauses a freeing of
carbonle acid gas which completely
subdues the five,

Where Policemen Shoot Sharks,

An elght-foot shark that had been
swimming around In the bay between
Main and Beale street wharves was
shot and killed by Patrolman Ingham,
Small boys have been in the habit of
making the epace between the
wharves a swimming hole and are now
expected to give It a wide berth.—San
Francisco Chronicle,

BCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL,

It Is reported that the Immense eoke
planis at Connellsville, Penn,, are to
be ¢qulpped electrieally, with the Idea
of cheapening produgtion. Neot only
will glectric mining appilances be !n-
stalled 1a the conl mines, but the elve-
tric lift8 and eleciric cars will Landle
It afterward.

Harvanl University has sent an as-
tronomieal  expedition to Jamaicn,
where temporary quarters have been
established at Munderville, Observa-
tlons are to be made with a telescope
which 18 sald to be the longest In the
world. 1t Is 135 feet long, but has a
comparatively amall diameter. Among
other work an attempt Is to be made
to obtain a series of photographic ree-
ords of the moon, which, If satiefad-
tory, are to be publishied as a lunar at-
las,

A new device for molstening and
senling envelopes will commend Itself
to many people as more cleanly than
the method with which every one Is
famillar. The molstener and sealer |s
a central glass tube, provided at one
end with a soft rubber uipple. In which
metal bearings hold a soft rubber roll-
er. The central glass tube contalng
water, which is fed to the sponge. In
sealing an envelope the sponge Is
drawn across the gum flap, which Is
thus molstened. The device Is then
turned around and the molstened flap
is evenly and squarely sealed by menns
of the rubber roller. For holding the
moistener and sealer when not in nse
n holder Is used, composed of a soft
rubber suction base, upon which &
glags rod s mounted. When the suec-
tlon base is moistened and pressed
down on the inble or desk the ale Is
expelled and th: holder stands up-
right, couvenlent for use when re-
quired.

—

The developments of recent years
have given new fmporiance to water
powers, and at a recent congress of
physicists at Dusseldor? it was polnted
out that great progress In the use of
such power must follow the damming
of mountain streama to lhold back
water for dry seasons. The advan-
tages of this water stornge were thus
summarlzed: Creation of a uniform
water power for the factories In the
valley and inducements to Inecrease
said industries; distribution of power
by electrical transmission; a higher
water level In the streams, eren In
the warm summer months, and a de-
crease of thelr Impurities; decrease of
liability of rivers to freeze by the
drawing off of comparatively warm
water; improvement of the water sup-
p'y for cities and irrigation of barren
lands; decrease In the llabllity of
floods nnd the damage done by them3
decrense of the desire of the inhabit-
ants to collect In large towns; beautl-
fylng the landscnpes, developing fish-
erles, water and lee sports, ete, and
lmprovement of means of transporta-
tion.

A device has been introduced for the
purpose of combining the good effocts
of exerclse and the physlologlcal ef-
fects of electricity. By this apparatus
i person can have an electric shock
wlille going through his usual matuti-
nnl rope and pulley exercise, The ma-
chine resembles the ordlnary exerclser,
with elastic cords passing over the
pulleys, but the cords gerve as condue-
tors and the handleg ar electros, Close
to the hand of the exerclser 18 nn ap-
plianee which cnables him to Incrense
the current strength at pleasure. A
metallic foot plate with which the ap-
paratus Is supplled can be placed in
the circuit, so that the current can be
pasged through the body., It can be
g0 switched as to be dirvected tmn'.\I
either hand through the body to the
other hand, through the body to thal
feet, or through the feet to the
body, The drawing out of the slide
of an induction coll regulates the cur-
rent in strength to meet all require-
menis, The dosage of electrie current
whlileh s supplied by this Invention is
g0 slight that It would be dificult to‘
do any harm with it, and it may possi-
bly prove of much benefit to those who
use It to a moderate extent,

A Polsonons Food-Plank,

“One of the most deadly polsons and
a common article of food are combined
in a single plant,” remarked g botan-
Ist, *This Is taploca, n South Ameri
ean shrub that grows to a helght ot
glx or eight feet. The root as well as
the wood of the plant, secretes an
acrld milky Juice so toxie that It kills
In a very few minutes, This quallty
15 ellminated by heat, and that which,
In n raw state, Is 20 deadly 18 thereby
converted lnto a nourlshing and agree-
able allment. ‘I'he root Is grated into
pulp and subjected to great pressure,
which extracts all the polsonous julee.
It Is then heated on metal plates which
transforms It into the taploca of com-
weree.  This Information  regarding
the polsonous properties of the shrub
need not disturb the equanimity of
consumers of taploca, as the process
employed in its conversion from a
deadly plant Into a substance entlre-
ly Innoeuous I8 absolutely infallible,” =
Washington Star.

Budden Changes in Government,

Hellbron, In the Orange River Col-
ony, has undergone gome remarkable
experiences of late. Both the English
and Duteh forees have occupled 1t
such a number of times that the (n-
habitants hardly know, until they look
at the flng over the maglstrate's court,
whether the town for the day owes
alleglance to her majesty or Is claimed
by Theron’s guerrillas. Sloce May 28
—four months ago—it has changed [ts
rule no less than seven times.—East
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London (Cape Colony) Dispateh,
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