-

THE BIGGERQUESTION

CRAVE ISSUE INVOLVED IN THE
PUERTO RICAN PROBLEM.

It Is Whether Oar Neawly Acquired Pos-
sesslons Are or Are Not Alresdy In-
tegral Parte of Lthe Republle— Mepub-
lloans Are Right.

“Keep the real |ssus In sight, and let
the president and the party be judged
by that,” Is the wise conclusion of a
very able article In the Seattle Post-
Intalligencer on the Puerto Rican ques-
tion, Ohviously this excellent editorial
treatment of a much discussed subject
Is the product of some knowledge and
some thinking. Unfortunately the
same cannot be sald of a vast volume
of matter that haa found ita way Into
print relative to the Puerto Rlcan
tople. No writer has stated the issue
more clearly or more intelligently than
it Is stated by the Post-Intelligencer
thus:

“It s not a question whether we
ought to impose a duty of 26 per cent
or one of 16 per cent or none at all
upon commerce between that island
and the United States. It Is whether
this government has constitutional
power to levy such & tax under any
clrocumstances; whether Puerto Rico
is territory to be governed as all other
territory added has been, by the dis-
position of congress, or whether its
people, acquired by the treaty of Parls,
conatitutional rights within the United
Hiates that compel recognition by us
and leave us no cholece but to acknowl-
edge the new possessions as an Integral
part of the natlon under the constitu-
tlon, and finally to admit them as
atates.”

Rightly the Post-Intelligencer in-
slsts that the contest Is not waged on
the question whether FPuerto Rican
trade should be free or untaxed, The
opposition to the pending bill Is basod
upon no such consideration. It cares
nothing about the question either of
tariff or revenue. Hngineered by clev-
er free-trade and anti-imperialist
strateglsta, the movament, Intended
#olely to “put the administration in a
hole,” hus gecured the adheslon of a
conslderable number of Republicans
who seem to be unable to discover the
use that is belng made of them. They
are apparently blind to the fact, so
clearly pointed out by the Post-Intelll-
gencer, that—

“The constitutional question Ig the
veal bone of contention. The Republic-
an party cannot abandon its position
upon that without reversing all our
precedents and destroying the practl-
cal possibility of bullding up a mighty
commerce In the far east by exchang-
ing for the open door In the Philip-
pines the open door in the vast portion
of Asia under European control.

“We belleve that thoss who have
‘differed honestly from the party's poli-
ey In this particular will agree with 't
when they come to see what ls In-
volved; and how cunningly the advo-
cates of retirement from the Philip-
ploes have sought to make that neces-
sary by a pretended fight over the
‘Puerto Rican tarift.”

It only the army of dissenters from
the polley of the Republican adminis-
tratlon and the Republican party
could once grasp the ldea that a much
bigger and more pretentious question
than that of 26 per cent, 156 per eent, or
no tariff at all is involved In the Puer-
to Rican proposition, it would might!-
ly help to clear up the situation.

MUST STAND BY PROTECTION.

—_——

Wanted, & Ringing ll"nhnlln In Fa-
vor of the Amerioan Folicy,

A danger signal which may well be
heeded by thoughtful Republicans, in
contemplating the approaching preal-
dential campaign, Is the unfaithfulness
of many Republicans to the protective
principle. There are many Republican

to victory In the past
and which lifted the country out of the
of despond of business depres-
slon a8 the result of the Republican
umphs of 1894 and 1896; :

“Speak well of the bridge that car-
rles you safe over,” salth the old ad-
age; but the Republicans to whom
we refer, while, as a rule, supporting
the tariff plank of the Republican plat-
form in national elections, do and say
everythlog In thelr power between
times to undermine protection to
American Industries.

How eagerly, for instance, they seise
upon the complaints against the trusts
to demaund the abolition of the tarift
upon trust manufactured goods—over-
looking the fact that there are trusts
in free trade England as well as in
the United Btates, Apd then In the
Puerto Rlean discusalon they have
glven unlimited ald and comfort Lo the
political enemy demanding the defeat
of the policy recommended by the vast
majority of the Republican members
of congress,
If the Republioan party deserveg wel)
of the country as a business party it
is largely because of Its consistent rec-
ord upon the tariff. In showing a di-
of sentiment now upon that is-
it Is playing Into the hands of the

It the Republican party
to be a conslstent protec-
tionist party it will lose its hold upon
« the element which has heretofore giv-
en It its chief strength.

It is time to draw the lines. The

next Republican mnatlomal conventlon
must make a clear and ringing dec-
pon the subject of protection
to American lodustry, and those who
the prilnelple should
active In the party's affalrs,

For every vote lost by such a declara-
tion we bellove two would be gained
from men whose experience of the

i

[lhrve or four ysars has convinced them

that It Is the only policy npon which
the general prosperity of this country
can he malntained.—Minneapolis Tri-
bune,

A DIRECT REBULT.

Why Wages Have Inersased 8o Eaor-
mously tn the United Siates.
In the current news of the day oceur
fwo announcemenis of more than
ordinary significance, In a dispatch
from Charleston, 8, C., of March 20, we
ure told that—
“The York cotton mills of Yorkville,
this state, yesterday announced that
they would on next pay day chip 3 per
cent from the annual dividend and aad
it to the wages of operatives. The
wages of some of the employes had
recently been Incremsed 83 per cent,
These were not |ncluded in the in-
crease yosterday, Presldent Ashe saya:
“‘We cannot help foresee that there
must be an end of the present boom
some day, and If we ever get back to
the depression of a few years ago, just
as we voluntarily Increase wages now
we will be compelled to reduce them
then.'"
On the sames date the followingstate-
ment Is made in a telegram from
Philadelphia:
“In accordance with thaelr notice
posted shortly after Jan. 1, 1800, prom-
lsing an advance to thelr employes, to
take effect April 1, 1900, the Berwind-
White Coal Mining company today
notified all thelr miners of a general
average advance of 20 per cent, The
miners are now placed upon a basis of
60 cents por gross ton, and all day la-
bor Inecreased accordingly, This ad-
vance will make the wages pald the
highest during the past thirty years,
rad In some Instances the highest that
have ever oxisted by nearly 7 per cent.”
This 1s what Is almed at In the sys-
tem of protection to American labor
and Industry—mnamely, that those who
work for wages shall be the galners
through the profita accruing to their
employers. A8 a direct result of tho
great prosperity which has come to
the country since the election of Will-
fam McKinley, and the consequent re-
Instatement of the thoroughly Amerl-
can polley of Arst taking good care of
Americans and of regarding the for-
tunes of foreigners as a secondary con-
slderation, wages and employment
have increased enormously In the
United States, and the general rate of
wages s In nearly all lines of indus-
fry the highest ever known,

THE RISING TIDE.

A Fatuous Polley.

That something is needed for the re-
habilitation of our merchant marine
has been evident for a long time, and
grows more alarmingly evident as our
noeds of commercial expansion be-
come more pressing. In 1873-4 our
merchant marine, though ridiculously
small, represented a little more than
11 per cent of the steam tonnage of the
86a8; last year It represented a very
little more than 4 per cent, In the
same space of time the steam tonnage
of Germany has risen from about 4
per cent to more than 8 per cent.
Within the last century the steam ton-
nage of Europe has increased n these
proportions: Norway, 1,410 per cent;
Germany, 603; Italy, 806; Great Brit-
nin, 311; France, 200; Spaln, 275;
Russia, 430; Holland, 309, The In-
crease of the steam tonnage of the
United Btates in the same period has
been but 66 per cent, though our In-
crease of exports and imports has been
phenomenal. The United States now
pays more money for the transit of
goods acrosa the seas than any other
nation, Great Britaln alone excepted,
and |s pressing hard upon that coun-
try in the race for commercial su-
premacy., But we alone, of all trading
countries, have been negligent of the
obvious economy of paying our own
countrymen for the shipment of our
own goods, The fatuous poliey should
be reversed at once, and the bill undep
contemplation provides for s re-
versal,—Chlcago Inter Ocean,

The Folly of It

Wa ean understand an Amerlean tar-
I, but neither we nor our lawmakers
can predict the effect of the intricate
system of Individual treatles which, it
ratified, would be a reversion to the
commercial methods of the middle
nges, The American polioy has hither-
to been the enactment of plaln and
uniform laws for the American people
to which all dolng business with us
must conform, We have prospered
under this system and It Is utter folly
to depart from t.—Ban Franclsco
Chroniele.

One of the Essenilals,

The manufacturing jewelers of the
United Btates are strongly for protec-
tion. This is amply proved by their
protests against any lowering of pro-
tective rates on thelr goods. In fact,
among nine-tenths of all  practical
Americans protection Is consldeced
one of the essentials of business pros-

‘benefits of protection during the past

.

perity.

FHE PRESIDENT I8 RIOHT.

Common-Sense View of the Troe lIa=
wardness of the Poerto Rloan Matter,

The men who have rushed wlildly
Into eritlclsm of the adminlstration
and the Republican party because of
the Puerto Rican tariff bill, inecluding
some Republlcans who spoke before
the facts were all within their knowl-
edge, are commended to the expression
of opinlon by President McKinley. It
Is Identical with the editorial view of
the question taken by the Post-Intelll-
gencer, and s absolutely unassailable
in principle and in fact.

Mr. McKinley prefers, as the Post-
Intelligencer prefers, entire free trade
betweon the United States and Puerto
Rico. He has not changed his mind
on this subject nor have we. We do
not regard the difference between free
trade with our new possession and a
duty of 15 per cent of the rates carried
by the Dingley act as vital elither way.
It will make no great difference to us
nor to the Puerto Ricans, exeept that
it will put money into thelr treasury
and none Into ours. But free trade be-
tween us Is the ideal condition.

The party in the house was forced
from this position by the radicals on
the other side, re-enforced by a few of
its own extremists. By the speeches of
thése men another lssue than expedi-
ency was Introduced. It was contended
by them that Puerto Rico must have
absolute free trade, not In falrpess,
but as a legal right, It was held to be
the due of those people under the con-
stitution; and acqulescence In this
doctrine would have bound us for all
time to come with reference to the
Philippines as well as to Puerto Rico.
It was Impossible to ratify this the-
ory. Yet the course of the debate and
the attitude of the press were such that
there was only a cholce left hetween
two extremes. Elther we must impose
some trifling duty, or we must an-
nounce that all territory acquired came
within all of the provisions of the con-
stitution as applled to the states of
this union, reverse the polley and
precedents of a century, and tle our
hands In the Important work that we
have to do In the far east. This Is the
Argument which constrains President
McKinley, as it has constrained us, to
agrea to the Imposition of a slight tax
to vindleate g general principle rather
than to hold free trade with Puerto
Rico at the price of conceding the new
false and fatal theory of the constitu-
tlon which the Democratic party have
bound up with it.

It is still possible that the senate
may find a way out of this cholea be-
tween evils. It would seem practicable
to amend the house bill by abollshing
the duty, If there were incorporated
In it a clause denying In the strongest
terms any constitutional compulsion,
and asserting the unimpaired right of
congress to leglslate at its will on all
matters relating to new territoy. Or,
if this Is not done, a decislon of the
Supreme court will settle the question
presently, and the Puerto Rican tariff
may be repealed without danger. As
matters stand today, however, the
president 1s right and he is consistent.
We suggest that those Republican
newspapers In the state of Washing-
ton that have complained of his course
and the policy of the party before all
the facts were clearly stated should
study the subject anew in the light of
his utterances and of the explanations
that have appeared in our ¢olumns.--
Beattle Post-Intelligencer.

Fauli-Finder and Growler.

The Democrats are giving them-
selves a great deal of unnecessary un-
easiness over the alleged Republican
differences as to a tarlff for Puerto
Rico. The Republican party thinks
for itself, and usually to some purpoese
and with the result of settling fairly
and satisfactorily the great questions
with which It has to deal. When it
gets through with Puerto Rico the
people of that fsland will have no
reagon to complain, The Democratls
party, which never yet enacted a plece
of constructlve legislation, Is occupy-
Ing the usual position of fault finder
and growler in general, with not a
practical idea to suggest.—Troy (N. Y.)
Times,

Howliag Bryanite Free-Traders

In 1896 Bryanites yowled and
screeched that prices were too low,
and that if Bryan were elected higher
prices would most surely prevall. But
if McKinley were elected the prices of
everything would fall and business
and the natlon would be ruined.
Yet now that prices are higher, but
mostly because higher wages prevall
and everybody can have work, the
Bryanites are howling like wolves
about high prices.

Nothing on earth can cver satisfy
Bryanite free traders except low prices
of foreign goods for genteel {dlers,
with one or two million wage earners
looking in vain for jobs while onr cod-
fish aristocracy can buy things awful
cheap, and everything will be as nlco
as can be, don'tcher know?

He Duoked.
While speaking In New York the
other night Mr, Bryan sald: “A dollar

that rises In purchasing power ls just
as dishonest as the dollar that falls In
purchasing power. We want a stable
dollar. A gruff volee In the back of
the hall asked: "Well, how do you
think you're golng to get it? My,
Bryan falled to answer, He ducked.
His gas bag was punctured. The ad-
mission that the sliver dollar falls in
purchasing power was fatal to Hryan's
argument.—Benton (Il1L.) Republican,

Benator Pettigrew Ashamed,
Senator Pettigrew declares that he la
ashamed that he was born in New Eng.
land.—Providence News.

And New England, by the way of
reciprocity, s thoroughly ashamed
‘tlul. Pettlgrew was borx at all

Y i L T ST ASSE T S} e rear

PUERTO RICO TARIFF

IT INJURES SPANISH OPPRES-.
SORS OF LABOR

Whe Have Besn Plling Up Large Stoeks
of Products Awnsitiog Fres Trade
Witk This Country—A Clear Biate
ment of Facts

An Important point In the Puerto
Rlcan question still seems misunder-
stood by a large number of people,
Three-quarters of the land in Puerto
Rico Ils owned by Spanish grandees
and other EHuropean allens, and who
live in Europe, where all of the net
earnings from the products of thelr
lands are sent. This Is a system that
has Impoverished the lslanders, and
brought them to their present unfor-
tunate industrial and social condition.
From 15 to 20 cents a day Is the aver-
age pay of laborers In Puerto Rico,
and three-quarters of the population
=If not more—are laborers who cultl-
vate the lands and harveat the crops
for their European owners.

Two and a half years ago, when our
relations with Spain were hecoming
acute, these Spnnlph and European
owners of the lands In Puerto Rico
foresaw a probable war,the early with-
drawal of BSpanish authority, and
eventual free trade between the Unit-
ed States and Puerto Rico, They there-
fore have been warehousing their
staple crops of sugar and tobacco, so
that now vast quantities are In store
and accnmulating, ready for shipment
under free trade with the United
States, To some extent American
sugar and tobacco trusts have financlal
interest In, or complete ownership of,
these crops,

Of thls there can be no doubt: the
Puerto Rican working people have
nothingto lose by the imposition of the
duty upon the products of thelr lsland
entering the United States. Their
work has been done and pald for at
the prevalling rates of wages for labor
—from 15 to 20 cents per day. The
protests against the tariff that come
from Puerto Ricans were from those
who represented the ownerg of the
lands and the warehoused crops. The
protests are not coming from the la-
boring people of the Islands who will
be the beneficiaries of the act,

The imposition of this tariff creates
a fund of geveral milllon dollars which
is drawn almost entirely from allens
or Amerlean trusts. This money goes
backtoPuerto Rico for the employment
of Puerto Rlcans by our government in
the permanent improvement of the la-
land. The wages our government will
pay will be higher than those paid by
the land owners, and will tend to raise
theratesof wages all over Puerto Rico.
This would be impossible under im-
mediate free trade, so, It must be plain,
free trade would only benefit those
whoge oppression of Puerto Rican labor
would remain undisturbed, and who
could thus all the better compete with
the products of American labor in the
same articles, Immediate free trade
could only benefit aliens and trusts.
The temporary tarlff benefits ull Amer-
lcans and only injures allens and
trusts.

A couple of years of this, and the
Puerto Ricans will be In receipt of
wages approximating to those pald to
the laborers on the sugar and tobacco
plantations In the United States, from
76 cents to a dollar a day, and at the
end of the two years In which the
tariff Is to remain In force the free ad-
milsslon of Puerto Rlcan products into
the United States will not have a dis-
turbing effect upon those products of
the malnland with which they will
compete,

It 18 -Impossible, In view of these
facts, which are confirmed by officlal
reports from the officers of the United
Btates stationed In Puerto Rico,for any
gincere or Informed person to polnt out
where the Impoaition of the tariff upon
the products of Puerto Rico for two
years will injure either Puerto Ricans
or Americans, On the contrary, It is
a distinct benefit to all whom the Unit-
ed States desires to benefit. The more
this subject Is studied the more this
will become apparent. This Is a case
where expedlency Is synonymous of
Justice to our fellow countrymen In
Puerto Rleo and at home. That is our
first duty, and the tariff performs it

FOREIGN TRADE GAINS.

March Figures Show Exports More Than
Doabled Rlpce 1HDI.

Total exporis of American products
and manufactures in March, as shown
by the Agures of the Treasury Bureau
of Statistics, were $134,313,348, against

$104,560,689 In March of last year,
$76,674,1856 In March, 1806, and $66,-
616,671 in  March, 1883, Thus last

month's exports were more than dou-
ble those of March, 1803 and 25 per
cenl greater than those of March of
last year, and larger than those of any
preceding March in our history,

The total exports in the nine months
ending with March, 1900, were $1,0563,~
832,675, against $947,010,405 In the cor-
responding months of last year, §925,-
905,326 In March, 1897, and $515,499,-
636 In the same month of 1886, hav-
ing thus doubled in fifteen years and
increased over 63 per cent since 1898,

Exports of agricultural products are
about the same as last year, the nota-
ble increase of more than 100 million
dollars in the nine months In question
being largely In manufactures. It s
apparent that the total exports of the
fiscal year 1900 will exceed those of
wny preceding year in our history. Im-
purts also show a marked increase
over last year, the principal galn be-
ing In manufacturers’ materials, while
manufactured articles for vse In the

mechanic arts also show an Increase,

Thus the return to a protective tarift
gystem has been followed by enormous
Ealns in our exports, as well as by in-
creaged activity In our manufacturing
Interests at home with a consequent
inerease of employment and wages.

GOVERNOR AS A WITNESS.

Democratio Esecntive of Idaho Testifled
Against Miners

A petition endorsing the actions of
Governor Steunenberg of Idaho and re-
questing that the federal troops be
continued In Shoshone county, where
the mining riota oceurred, and which
was slgned by 1,388 reputable business
men and cltizens of the Coeur d'Alens
district, was kept from the records of
the investigating committee of the
honse of representatives by the votes
of the Democratic members of the
committee, The Investigation Is sup-
posed to determine whether the troops
have been kept there contrary to the
constitution, and contrary to the
wishes of the peonle. Nothing eould
have had more direct bearing upon the
subject than this petitlon, yet the
Democrats by thelr actlon In keeping
it out have demonstrated that it Is po-
litieal capital, and not facts pertinent
to the labor trouble, which they are
looking for. The motlon to admit this
evidence was made by Mr, Capron of
Rhode Island, seconded by Col. Dick,
of Ohlo. In the absence of Chalrman
Hull and one or two others of the Re-
publicans the Democrats were enabled
to cause a tle vote and defeat the mo-
tion.

Witnegsa Henry BE. Howes, a mer-
chant of Wallace, was badgered by
Ropresentatives Lentz and Sulzer, who
endeavored unsuccessfully to compel
him to reveal matters which had come
to his knowledge as a grand Juror, and
which he had taken solemn oath
never to reveal, Objections were made
to these unprofessional questions,
which were sustalned by all of the
committee with the exception of the
two members asking them.

On one eeeasion after Col, Dick had
interposed an objection to the charac-
ter of Mr. Bulzer's questions, the latter
replied, rather warmly, “"You are try-
ing to protect the witness.,"” To this
Mr, Capron rejoined: *“No, we are try-
ing to save you. You need some one
to keep you from asking a witness to
divulge something which he has sworn
not to divulge. | am trying to save
you who profess to be a lawyer.”

“It Is not agalnst organized labor,
but against organized crime, that the
state of ldaho has been waging war."
This was one of the strong state-
ments made by Governor Steuenberg
at the hearing In the Coeur d'Alene
riots by the military committee of the
house of representatives. Marked si-
lence and attention were distinctly no-
table as the governor told of innum-
erable cases of anarchy, crime, riot
and lawlessness that had sometimes
led up to murder and assassination.
Earnestly and quietly he stated his
facts, and so convinelngly that they
must éven have impressed Representa-
tive Lentz, who has been endeavoring,
but fruitlessly, to show n misuse of the
United States army and of the power of
the president,

“Covert threats,” sald the Democrat-
{¢ governor, “are constantly being
made by those engaged in the riot of
April 20, which resulted in the de-
struction of some $250,000 worth of
property and the assassination of two
men, that as soon as the troops were
removed they will gratify thelr re-
venge upon thosa citizens who have
been Induced to assist the state in its
attempt to ferret out erime, In the
beginning of the present prosecution
upon the part of the state a great
many good citizens were induced to
testify and give evidence upon the rep-
resentation that they should be pro-
tected, and I have no doubt but that
each and every one of these would be
compelled to leave the country and
sacrifice thelr homes and property
ghould the protection which was as-
sured them be taken away by the re-
moval of the federal troops.

“This is not a conflict between la-
bor and capital or a question of wages,
but it is a conflict between the state
of Idaho and certaln eriminal organ-
jzations which seek to cloak them-
selves under the cover of labor organ-
{zations.”

Bteun nherg for Governor

The ludicrous feature of the Ildaho
situation Is to be found in the fact
that the Democrats out there want to
renominate Governor Steunenberg In
order to take advantage of his popu-
larity and secure the electoral vote
for Bryan. It ls evident that the po-
litical capital sought In the Washing-
ton Investigation was not for ldaho
consumption,

Mr. Uleveland’'s Attitude.

The announcement that Mr. Cleve-
land will not support Mr. Bryan was
by no means unexpected. However, in
case the Democratic party should de-
clde to take up a new candidate, Mr.
Cleveland would be prepared to glve
it the address of a good and large
man.

Demoointie Worea Dills
The Democratic party has forever
clamored against so-called force billas,
Yet it was the Democratic party that
innoculated Kentucky with Goebelism
and fastened the Nesbit law on Mis-
sourl,

Demoeratic Disappolntment,

The collapse of the Chicago ma-
chinist strike was a serlous dlsap-
pointment to the strike department of
the Democratic campalgn manage-

ment,

Yelue of Merchant Vessels In War Times

When in 1508 the United States be-
came Involved in war with Spaln, one
of the first things the government
found It necessary to secure was mer-
chant ships. It was found that the
growth of our coastwise trade had
brought into existence a conslderable
number of vessels In many ways
adapted to various milltary and naval
uses for which merchant ships are re
quired in time of war, such as for scout
work, and the llke. In the latter ser-
vice the ships of the Prairie class were
conapleuous, These vessels, of which
there were but four, had belonged to
the Morgan line, and ran between New
York and New Orleans, connecting at
the latter point with the Southern Pa-
cific Rallway. They wers of about
5,000 tons register, uch__ capable of
steaming sixteen or seventeen knots
an hour. They were furnished with
guns, manned by the Naval Militia,
and a number of times were under the
enemy's fire, from which they emerged
with records allke creditable to the
ships and to those who manned them.

All of these ships were bullt in the
United States, our laws ever having
provided that none but American-bullt
vessels may engage In our domestle
commerce, Of course, if this trade had
been open to the ghips of all nations,
as has been suggested at times, they
would have been of no use to our gov-
ernment In time of war, But the num-
ber of these vessels that were capable
of being transformed Into government
use was altogether too few, and go re-
course was necessarlly bad to our
ocean-going vessels. Here the lack of
American ships was sharply accentu-
ated, much to the people’s surprise
and humiliation. It was found that
the four “crackerjack” ships of the
American line, In the transatlantie
trade—the St, Paul, the 8t. Louls, the
Paris and the New York—of 11,000
tons reglister each, and each capable
of steaming at the rate of 21 knots an
hour, were of incaleulable value to the
United States, They were Immediately
impreased, théir crews voluntarily en-
tering Into the nation's service, they
were qulckly provided with formidable
guns for which they were equipped,
and swept the Atlantic from the Grand
Banke to the Bahamas,

But ships were needed for a great
many other purposes, such as carry-
ing troops to Cuba and Puerto Rico,
also for supply and hospital needs, for
colllers, and for a number of other rea-
sons all directly connected with the
war., Having practically stripped our
coast of all its avallable ships, and
having exhausted everything American
that was avallable in our foreign trade,
our government was at last obliged to
resort to foreign ships. None could be
chartered, as that is contrary to the
rules ef war. Neutral powers are ex-
pected o see to it that their merchant
ships are not used for military or
naval purposes by elther belligerent. |

After the government had chartered
or purchased every avaliable American’
craft that could be utilized, no less
than 70,600 tons of forelgn merchant
steamships were bought for the war
department, and 56,309 tons of foreign
merchant ships were bought for the
navy department, making a total of
126818 tons of foreign merchant
steamships thus purchased by our gov-
ernment for use in & war that ceased
within three months of its Inaugura-
tion.

While it is impossible to ¢charter for-
eign steamships, it was quite difficult
to purchase those of the higher types
and of the greatest utllity—these could
not be purchased at any price from
their foreign owners. The consequence
was, the government was forced to
take the best it could get, and in fact
some of the purchases made were of a
character that would never have been
looked at, had it been possible to se-
cure first-class ships. Had Amerlcan
ships been doing the bulk of our ¢ar-
rying they would have been at the im-
mediate command of the government.

Some of the wealthlest and most
powerful steamship lines In our for-
elgn trade actually sold some of thelr
vessels to Spaln for use against the
United States—the very vessels our
trade had created were turned against
us! Had the enemy been a powerful
maritime nation instead of weak Spain
not only would our own avallable sup-
ply of merchant steamships have been
entirely Inadequate, but even the pur-
chase of forelgn steamships would
have been an impossibility.

It i8 now found that only 8 per cent
of our imports and exporta are carried
in American ships. The foreign ships
carrying the balance earn, it Is conser-
vatively estimated, $200,000,000 a yeoar,
at the expense of the American people.
In five years this means a billlon dol-
larg, and In a quarter of a century five
billions, for our ocean transportation
account, sent out of the country to pay
forelgn shipowners, The magnitude of
the subject, from an Industrial and
economical as well as from a naval and
military point of view, I8 manifest. No
wonder, in these clrecumstances, con-
gress feels the need of legislating at
the present sesslon for an American
merchant marine,

Prospe Ity Not Bectlonal,

The south is participating in the
wave of prosperity, and thus s the
charge that Republican legislation s
on sectlonal lines tucked away,

To the Robbers' Roost.

Mr. Croker, who has been In Eng-
land for the benefit of his health, !
coming home for the benefit of his
finances.

The Milllonaires Again,
The Chicago university has heard
from the millionaires again. This time

the iInstitution of learning gets $4.-
000,000,
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