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AT WEDDING SUPPER. |
ASB&SSIN&T:!'{—D -HY BRIDE'S RE-
JECTED SUITOR.

— |

One Charge from o Khotgan  Kills |
Frank Walker asd Nis Nride, Then |
the Murderer, Charles Rankin, Takes

Mis Owp Lite

Frank Walker and his bride of a few
bours were assassingted by Charlos
Rankin, a refected suitor for the young
woman's hand, whije they were feast-
ing and making merry at thelr wed-
ding supper at Montgomery, Mao.. the
other evening \ child sitting next to

the couple wey Injured by the fatal
shot. Rankin fired 1an o mtents of o
rhotgun through a  window apening

(rom the dinlng room into the yard, He
then  committed suiclde with the
weapon which he had used with such
terrible effect. It was well that the
posse of men found Rankiu dead. A
more determined and ang: erowil
never gathered In that sectlon. On the
body of the sulclde was & pactograph
of the woman he had elain and the fol-
lowing note:

“Friends—You think

may mao

Strange, but It {5 all my fault that this
has happened tonight, It is my own
unworthiness that causes thie ragh act |
With a parting good-by to my friend |

CHARLES

RANKIN,

I will close with request that
brother Odd Fellows bury me by the
rites of that =acred fraternity.  Qooil-
by to alland especlally my homs folks, |
for 1 expect I shall go to hell for th
deed, as it two lives unhappy,
and I will end this world of migery fo:
us both,"

Walker was a young and indus rionus
farmer ang Miss Maude Goshort,
bride, was the daughter of W. 8. (o
shorl, a prominent farmer living noa:
Belleflower, a small town near Mont
Romery. They came to Montgomery
in the afternocon and were married
at the Methodist parsonage by Rey, B,
D. Sipple, They then returned to the
home of Mr. Cook, an Intimate friend
of the groom, where they were tendered
0 reception. At the supper hour.while
the wedding party was in progress, a
shotgun was fired through the window
of the dining room. The ghot took ef-
fect in the heads of bhoth Mr. Walker |
and his bride. Nelther utiered a sound

i my |
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nor moved a muscle, Thelr hanas
dropped on thelr breasts and thelr
bodies remalned  rigidly upright In
their chuirs il remaoved, Bloud
flowed In a stream from the hoad of the
bride and flied hey coffee « up hefore

her body could be taken nway, Nelfther

regalned consclovenes:. Both Med ul-
most Immediately,

Mr. Cook's chlld waa anly slightly
Injured. Mr. Ccoock took his gun and

T e e,

wWays

went (n search of the azeaeein. bhutl ne
trace of him could be found. S8oon afler
Cook returned to the house the report
of a shot was heard. 1t sound: d s If
it was a quarter of & mile nway, Short-

Iy nfterward angry and exeited farmera |

arrived and organized An-
other shot was heard, Liparently com
Ing from near the gate In the ex-
citement of the moment no sitention
Wis patd to it

N posas,

but

Au Balley Hall, n nolghbor, rode to
the house his horse siumbled over a
(urk object which the nien took to 5o a
hog, Upon dismounting he dls oveéred

thal It was the body of Charles F. fiane
Kin and that the whole top of his hrad
wis blown off He had kKlded himsail
with cunbing ingenuity He romoved

the shoe and stocking from his left
foot, tare the rim from Lis hat. hosked
one end over his great too, fastened the
other to the trigger of hiz shotgun
pinced the muszgle of thoe gon to hils
forehead and pullod the trlmesy by

moving his femst
Rankin was a former =ulter of Mra

' Walker and it s suemiked that he w as

actuated by hl= In=ane ve eind Jeal
ousy, After committing the murder
he wandored away apparently unde

elded as to where he showld kil Wim

#elf. Finally ho returned to the seone
of hi: erime ALl of the vietims came
from prominont and hieh Vv respocle
familles,

SAW A DEVILFISH LEAP,

The Xight Wus Ko Horrible e Mecame

Uineanselons,

Wiien n younzeter | was lomeward
bound from Santa Anna with a eargo
of mahogany and when off Cape Cam-
p » was ote culm afternoon ieaning
over the taffrall Tooking down Into the
biue profound on the watch for fish
writes a worldswide traveler in the
Plttaburg Digpateh A gloomy shade
came aver the hright water and up rose
W fearful monsier, somme eightesn feot
acre=s, and In a general outline mors
ithe g slate or ray than anything else,
ull except the head. There, what ap-

peared 1o be two curling horns, about

three feer apart, rose on each slde of
the most horrible pair of eves [magln-
able. A shark’s eyes a8 he turns slde-

under your vosscl's counter and
e If any one s coming,

groen and eruel, but this

looks up to ke

are ghastly,

thing's e) wers all this and much
| mory I feit that the Book of Revela-
tlon was Incomplete without hilm, and
his paze haonts me yvet, Although
quite sick and giddy st the slght of
¥itch @ bogey, 1 could not move untll

the awlol thing suddenly waving what
seemed ke mighty wings =eared up
out of the water soundiessly to a
helght of about elx feet, falling ngaln
with a tremendous splash that might
have boen heard for miles, I must have
fainted with fright, for the next thing
I was congclous of was awakening un-
der the rough doctoring of my ship-
mates, Since then 1 have never seen
one leap upward in the day time. At
night, when there Iz no wind, the
gonorous splash I8 constantly to bhe
heard, aithongh why they make that
but-ltke Jeap out of their proper ele-
ment Is naot to understand, It
does nol seem possible to belleve sueh
awe-inspiring horrors eapable of play-
ful gemboling,

CHEY

Unhappy Colneldenes,
Creditar—I wouldn't ask for the
money I 1 wasn't awfolly hard up.
Debtor—Aud if I wasn't awfully hard
up, ghould have It Curlous co-
Incidence, fsn't (t?—Boston Transoript,

you

EAST INDIA

N HORROR.

N “w - S

SWINGING

Many of the more ignorant classos In |

Bast Indis hold that thelr sufforing: |
eud  sicknesa come upon them  be- I
ause thelr deltles nre displensed with |

them. 8o, In order to propitinte hoess
ruel deitles, the relutives of the siek |
|

will visit the (emple and by offerings
try to appense thelr wrath, Bloody |
afferings are bolieved to be specially

pleasing to these deitles,
At certaln festivala held In honor of

the goddess Bhadra Kall in Travan-
ore, South India, the most strange
ind striking form which these sacri-

fices tuke Is known as hookswinging
I'he devotecs have lron hooks inserted
nto the fleshy part of thelr backs, and
are then swing up In the air before the
goddess, The Rev, Joshua Knowles, a,
representative of the London Mission-
iry soclety, witnessed several of these
festivals, and the following 18 taken
from his descriptions of them: |
“ ® * * The whole arrangement
of the car was such that, by lowering
one end of the long beam to the ground
and fastening a man to It, and then
pulling down the other end by the
ropes, the man could be ralsed Into the
alr a helght of some forty feet or more, J

The whole cur, with the man In the
ur, could then be dingged by the thick

UPWARD,
cable rovess around the temple. Soon
followsil the heating of tom-toms, the
screeching of natlve flutes, the shouds
the ¢rowil eannopled end
Lthe long WitE now lowsred, The
devolen lay prone on the ground below

of Tl

LTSN oY

the endd of the beam. The priesta took
hold of the flesh part of the mnn's
back, squeeznd up the flesh nd fast-
[vned two fron hooks Into it. A rudely
| faghloned natlve aword and  shield
[ were then given to the man Then,
while the people shouted, the rope
| fastened to the other end of the
long beam was pulled down and the

| man swung upwuard into the /lr, wayv-

ing the sword and shield and making
convulsive movements with his legs
us I dancing In the air
and lovgd beating of tom-toms,
and sereaming flutea, the people took
hold of the cable ropes and
strulned and tugged till the car moved
forward and nround the t mple
of the men
oar was drugeed
times. 1 should

cries
long

sSome
iapended while the
three or four
that from the

werd
round
think

| time the hooks were put in till they

were taken out bhalf an hour passed,
Finally the devotee was lowered to the
ground, the ropes unfastened and the
hookes taken out of the flesh.”

of |
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‘A GIRL

‘SHE

GAMBLER.

HAS ASTONISHED ALL
HANDS AT DAWSON.

Winning and Loxing Pels That Run

from 81,000 ta 85,000 and No Emotion

Wil Bhe Meet Eud wof
Uawomanly Women?

the Usaal

(Special Lotter,)

A girl gambler i the latest gensation
in Dawson, She Is only 18 yours old
yet her feats at the gaming tabies
nightly are so extraordinary In their
reckless daring that even the hardened
sinner who has mude gambling his life-
long profesgion stands by In wonder
while the girl who has scandalized
Dawson wins and loses by turns, The
hame of this petticonted plunger in
Rose Frances Blumpkin, Miss Blump-
kin Is a plunger In very truth, The
other day she lost $4,000 at the simple
but exceedingly risky gamoe called
‘eraps.”  And that same night she
'beat the hank" by no less o sum thian
$5,000. Two thousand dollars won or
lost in & night s nothing unusual for
the girl gambler, whose loses and
giing are Just now the absorbing theme
of conversation in the frontler town
A town, by the way, g0 accustomed to
tambling toples that heretofore it has
20t roused Itself to unwonted Interos
n them, Mies Blumpkin ls unmasr! "l
ind win 8an actress before becoming
w Infatunted with faro that ghe nod

| giittering eyes turned to the stacks of '

| kold before her and the cards an they

| are dealt upon the gresa, Wil

I!hu girl gambler of Daweon eoatinue
In her reckless devotion to the god of

'(‘blucc‘ or will ghe prove the one ex

I

1

|

out

ception to the rule of women gamblers
and forsake the haunts of dissipatiion
befare mind and morals are irretrieva-
bly wrecked? Which fate s In store
for Miss Blumpkin—the sulcide’s fare-
well to the world, the lonely cell of an
asylum, or timely rescue of mind, body
and soul?

JAPANESE CRAES QAME,

Reams to Dream of Nothing Nut Flghting
and Savegely Delight in 11,

The most gavage specimen of the
crab species s found In Japan, seem-
ing to dream of nothlng but fighting, to
dellght in nothing half so much. The
| mintte he sples another of his kind he
| scrapes his claws together In rage chal-

lenging him to the combat Not a

moment Is wasted In preliminaries, but
[t 1t they go, hammer and tonga. It
| sounds like rocks grinding agalnst one
‘ur:mhnn The sand files as the war-
rlors push each other hither and thither
until at lust one of them stretehes him-
gelf out In the sun, tired Lo death. But
he does not beg for mercy or attempt
to run away, only feebly rubblng nis
claws together in deflance of the foe
That foe comes closer, and with his

claws trembling with foy at his vie-
tory, the conqueror eatehes hold of one
claw of the vanqulehed crab, twists It

went to Dawson, Miss Blumpkin con-
ducted n dlamond store In Seatile, 8y
bad appeared in vaudeville, and
clded to continue her theatrical cavesr
In the Alaskan mining town, whers
salarles were sald to be dazzlingly
high, and money easler to make than
at home, so the pretty, adventurous
yYoung disnmond dealer betook herself
Lo pastures new. Snow pastures they
were, hut remunerative, nevertheloss,
Then the gambiing fever got lnto her
veins, Now when this fever finds i3
way Into a woman's velns, It e
varlably fatal—that ls, fatal to peace of
mind and the moral sense, for It roes
straightway to the brain of its victim,
blinding her to tho consequences of
her folly,deafening her ears to the still,
small volee of consclence. The con-
firmed woman gambler |s a more pitia-
ble object tha the wan gambler, be-
ause she l6 certaln to sink eventually
lo even lower levelds of recklessnoss
ond despalr. When o man gambles he
| becomes as coldly metallic in his nery.
Dus system as the coln e covi His
|T|"I'|".‘._ In foee, nerves of steel
When a woman gambles she becomes
hysterically excltuble in her nervous
|",‘“'"'||| The eventual result Is one of
lwo (hings: she elther commits
clde, or 18 herselfl committed to & mad
house, for gumbling Is sure to shatter
| her nerves,  Which, then, will the
| fate of pretty Rose Blumpkin? Daweon
8 not concerning itself with the des-

15
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tiny of s glrl gambler, Dawson has
not responsibllity In the matter. If o
woman chooses to do startling thing

thast leaqd to mental, mora)l or flnancial
disagter, whose Is the blame?
tlons of 'the girl-gambler kind nre rare,
even In Dawson, where sensatiops of
various kinds are by no means lacking,
To Dawson she Is merely a new di-
version, Miss Blumpkin s one of the
best-dressed women In the vaudevillie
world, and her good looks attract at-
lention wherever she appears,
| luek a8 u pntroness of thoe greeg cloth
enables her to gown herself expoen-

Sensn

slvely and to wear muny jewels, JHer
| winnings  and her losses, however,
when balanced, sometime how n
bheavy deficit; but that does not (ige

ourage heg When did man or wom-
[ an, onee in the fatal thralldom of the
II;.:,emI»]Ing table, take warning from the
lownfall of others, and Lreak In time
| the chalng that drag them downward?
| Well might the mother of this strange
‘;y deluded girl woep, could she gee her
faughter sliting the whold nlght
hrough, and seven nights In the week,
it A table, puwrrounded by dissolite
‘huracters her feverish cheeks and

Heor |

| nunclation

ROSE BLUMPKIN,
A A AP A S S A i, e A A e AP ST
nefther the ambition nor the will | unti) it comes off, and bears away the
power to forswear the demorailzing | palpitating limb ag a trophy of his
Influences that hover over the wan | prowess, Such ls a battle belween war-
tloth, Four months ago, before ahe | rior ¢raba,

FIKE MONUMENT.

Washington Letter: A memorial
ftatue I8 to bo erected at the national
capl®al as a restimonial of the Scottish
Ri‘a Order of Free Muasons of the
scuthern  ‘urisdiction of the United
States for General Albert Pike, who
devoled nearly hall a century of his
life to their Interests, aund with whose
name the order in Amerieq |s lusepara-
bly assoclated, “Tentanove Is at work
on this statue st Florence, Italy. As
far as may be judged from plhotographs
of the model lately received from the
studic of the artlat, this stutus will be
a noble work of art and will long re-
miin an enduring mwonument of the
grent Mason whom it vepresents, It Is
to be of bronze, royal size, helng twelve

feet In helght, and mounted upon n
| pedextal of granlte twenly-two foet
| high It will stund at the corner of
Indiuna avenue nnga D atreet, and It 1a
estimated will cost, when completed,
about 15,000, It (& to he dedicated on
the centenninl anniversary of the os-
| tablishment of the first lodge of the
|

|

GEN, ALBERT D.

PIKE.

| order, which was insugursted at
Churleston, 8. C., und the orntion will
be dellvered by James 1), Ri hardson,
member of congress from ' rnnessoee,
ane of the most distinguished Masons
in thi= country

Fuast tndinns Lesnrn Englinh,

In many Indian schoals now the Eng-
Ish language g belng taught to the
Hitle u'lhh} wihjects the I Progs.
queen Gil & Sons of London have
designed a4 churt for helping the pu-
plis to acquire the language. The pro-
of the English characlers
I3 glven In both Persian and Nagrl,

!

G,

A MAN OF IRON NERVE

NAS RICHARD FISHMER, A MINER
BURIED ALIVE.

And Smothered by Palllog Saad. Which

in Misa Pinloned State, He Conld Not
Untilt  Death  Cume Mo
Cheered Wonld-lle Newnsrs.

Hemove

This I8 the story of a brave man.
who was burled alive. He lived for
nearly two days while entombed 200
‘eel below the gurface of the earth,
with thousands of tong of debris above
alm. Too courngeons to despalr, he
oped almost against hope far rescies
Foo fron-willed to glve way to fear,
e maintalned a cheerfulness almost
vhenomenal during this ordeal, the
horror of which catunot be surpassed
W any other man's sxperlence He
wen so far controlled himself an to
wctually say to his rexcuers when they
had dug within 60 feet of his imprin
med body, “Take yonur time, boys.”
He was suffocated at the end of 46
hours, without having uttered & oom-
plaint at the mental and physical ag

RICHARD

FISHER,

my of his fate. Surely this is one of
e most remarkable Instances of
nanly fortitude ever recorded The
imme of thig hero was Richard Fisher,
de perished near Tombstone, Ariz.,
fletim of a eave-in of the Traunquality
nine, where he wps working. When
he erash came Fisher in an old
‘stope” of the mine, Countlesa
of eurth descended, carrying with them
leath uwnd destruction, aplintering the
yig mining timbers though they
Nere so many mutches, and dauzing
he ground in that vieinity to tremble
| with the viclence of the shock, Be-
nreath this awful avalanche poor Fah-
'r was cauzht, It seemed lmpossible
hat he could have cecaped Instant
leath, but the miners Immediately
wFent to the task of resculng thely yn-
‘ortunate comrede, Dend or  alive,
hey would search until they found
m.  After digging diligently for some
ours they heard sounds coming from
w¥here they hud located ns pooy Flsh-
WS tomb and taward which they wero
vorking. Hope replaced the sadness
n thely faces, and they renewed thelr
Mforts with all possible speed. Could
hey reach him before It was too late?
Nd and experlenced handlers of the
plek and drill were there, and young
men full of vigor. When one worker
'ell out of the ranks from aleer ex-
wmnstion, another instantly took his
liace,  Three haurs more, snd they
ffd excavaled through 20 feet more of
suvth, The next four brought
them 30 feet nearer the doomed min,
ind then the cave<in ground was en-
tountered, Headwny here was tedl-
s, hevanse of the constantly running
sand and dirt, which was removed s
‘nut ug possible and “lageging” driven
werhead to hold the superimposed
welght, The nearer the miners came
the more distinet weore the sounds from
the entombed miner, The men worked
m In desperate excitoment, Twenty-
four houra after the cave-in they came
within speaking distance of thely com-
‘ide, now some 50 fedl or so away.
fMleher, who was a sturdy miner and o
typleal Westerner who Knew not the
meaning of fear, sald in his famillar
volee, by way of greeting:
“Hello!  boye;  vou
Take your thne”

wa

LA

TR,

nre  getling
Adked if he

loger,

wae hurt he agsured Lis comrades that
e was pat gerionsly injured, although
crim pad.

| onedly Reallzing  thot in

t HEARD A SUDDEN MOAN.
|:mi--:;:u.-|.m| workings It Is especlally
hard to locate the directlon of the
tuman volee, one of the men asked
Fisher to tap the wall with a roek that
als exnet whercabouts might be hiettier
raced, Then enme an answer which
showed the undaunted spleit and mar-

velous  fortitude of  the Imprisoned
man I van't move;, am  pressed
igninet the wall, with dirt up to my
thoulders;  can’t sty my hands or
feet to make a sound; but have plenty
of alr and ean hold out untll you

reach me.” This from a man who had
heen for more tham 24 hours without

ood or water, enduring the eruel
qangn of hunger and thivst: suffering
sxeruclating paln from his eramped

position, without use of arm op Hmb;
arithing from contortions of bodily
pain from the erushing pressure upon
Mm while pinloned to the wall: under-
folng mental angulsh at the frighifa:

utcertalnty ¢f his relense from the
blackness of his grave, During (bhe
work of the riscue an occasional mes-
Enge of hope and Meouragement wan
gpoken through the wall to Fisher, and
efach time cuine & roply from within,
recoguizing tie spenker by hia volee
and calling bhim by name. Bul there
“ame not » word of complaint or lm-
patience Three houra later Yisher
Bald:  "Poys, the loose dirt and zand
have been ru tning down on me con-

tUnunlly and gradunlly piling about
my head, but I think 1 can kold oul
nll right,™

| At this the fores of his comrades

grow pule.  They knew that he was
belng burled allve, Slowly the sand

tong |

about Fisher plled higher and higher.
| Presently It resched his neck, aropt to
| his ehin, ronched his lips and then his
nostrlls, At this sipreme moment the
| workers without heard a cudden moan,
| Repeated calle failed to bring any re-
fponse,  Fisher's soul had possed the
portals of death, and a Lhraver man
never anawerad the nal summons, Bix
hours Iater the miners reachod . bin
dead bady, Bo compact and solld was
the loose dirt about the Inanimate
form that It required four hours of
ceneeless labor to extricate it The
funernl which followed vwas atiended
by every miner In comp, and was the
most lmprossive one kanown In
Tombstone

yer

PLAYED SEVEN-UP

| O the Body of Thei I hemal

Thus RKeepiug

toamrade

w Conpaet.

|  Washington I bhave gten
I;‘c,.mh!!:.;: I wnearly all s forms,
Wndd an old employe « ke postoffice

department the other day, “but I think
the most priformance | ever
witnessed aleng that line was o game
of seven-up durlng the civil war, |
was o member of an Ohlo regiment
that had a part in gome of the fierecckt
fighting of the whole four years' strug-
Ele. Among my comrades were Lhree
privates who were devotedly attached
Lo one another, They were the Aramis,
Porthos and Athos of the ropiment,
with d*Artagnan left out During the
{days In enmp they were loseparable
and they spent wmost of thelr time play-

unique

| Ing seven-up, ‘They did not gamble.
for It Is doubtful 1 thely fric naghip
| Would huve remained as steadfust I

money had been Indd on the oards, The
trio made o compact, which was sworn
o over a drombend, thut if one of them
wns kitled in battle the remaining twa
would play a game of seven-up on his
doead body, Of course the agresment
wis mude with all the dare-devil care-
leskness of the soldler, but It was as
binding as if It hod been an oath-
bound pledge on & more seifions sub-
Jeel, Posaibly they never thought they
would ave (o execute It. At any rate,
It was known thronghout the regiment
thut the contract had been made, and
It was the subject of more er less pom-
ment,  But the tme came when thoy
were called upon to perform the agroee-
ment. |1t was st the bloody battle of
Stone river that one of the trlumvirate
dled with a bullet through his hoart
| He was one of those chosen to add to
the awltul carnagse of the day. Then
came the opportnplty to eee the true
metal of the soldler of that day. The
other two carrled the body of thebkr
dead comrade off the fi=ld when the
fighting was over, and Intd It in thelr

‘nt, 1 woas there when they came in.
They looked at the lfteless form lor o
long, long time, and ot the same mo-
ment ench looked at the other, ‘Get the
cavds, Jake," gald one, The puek was
produced, the eprdg were shufMed and
dealt, “The faded biue cost of their
comrade, with the bullethole through
the cheet, was the table on which they
played. The tenrs rolled down thelr
cheeks wo that they could hardly see
the spots, and the sobs stifled thelr
volees until they could not say wheth-
er they 'begged’ or ‘gave.” They played
the game out, but I don’t helleve cithor
’ knew which had won,”

A SNAKE WITH TWO HEADS.

Each of Which Nelongs io a Difforent
Vurioty of Serpont,

George Sloan, a farmer Uving on
the knoby in Monroe township, brought
to the city a snake, fonr feel in longth
that s 4 curlous freak of nature, sayS
the Jeffersonville (ind) correspondent
of the Indlanapolis News || hard
o tell whether Mr. Sloan’s eatch
should be culled snakes or anake, It

has two hends and two talls and is of
two different specleg of snakedom, Ong
head and one tall are thoke of an ordl
nary harmiess piack snake, while the
other head and wil are of the varlety
known as 0 cowsnake, Hack from the
head of each reptile thers I8 & growth
of body about n foot long and an 'nch
and a quarter  In dinmeter, Then
comes a single body, somewhnt Inrgoer
than the forward part snd about two
feel long I'his part belongs to the

cowsnake and out of this grow the
two talls, each about a foot long, one
helonging the cowsnake and the
Other to the black snuke, 'The reptile
Is harmless, 1t was captored by Mr
Sloan In a novel way, He had been
misglng newly hatched chickens and
supposed rats were at fault, One morn-
ing be heard g nolse among his fowls
and he ran to the chlicken house,
where he found the strange erenture
writhing on the floor and the chickens
huddled In a gtate of terror, The two
heads had gono after the same chick
en and each mouth was clamped on
either end of the ehlek and neither
would let g, A battle voyel was on
for poksession and Mr, Slosn called
his family to witness the affray, Up
to this time he had glven no thought
of caplure, but on n son's suggestion
he procured a two-tined hayfork and
planed tho warring black snake cow
sninke combluation to the earth, 'This
caused bLoth heads to let go and the
chicken, dead, of course, dropped on
the floor. A box was procured and in
this the double-header was placed
until a cage could be made,

1o




