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AN EXPLANATION
OF THE ANCORA

GAS EXPLOSION

W NATION HAS DEVELOPED

.
PLAUSIBLE THEORY

NO INDICATION THAT OIL EXISTS

Alliance Man Also Knows of the Exist-

ence of Several Veins of Conl

in Nebraska and May Lay
Claim to State's Reward

G. W. Nation of Alliance, In a com-
munication to The Herald, furnizhes
# plausible explanation of the so--
called "gas pocket” at Angora, which
has eaused considerable excitement in
that part of the country on the theory
that the presence of gax was an in-
dication that there was a pool of pe-
troleum underlying it. Mr. Nation
rather knocks the props out from un-
der that belief, his theory is
the correct one, Angova ecapitalists

1

he

who are talking ol drilling for oil, as has been found in veral places in
well as the Alliunee men who are Nebraska but never in paying quanti- |
currying around grabbing leases on tie
newrby land, are equally out of luck. | L
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Those who may possi
Mr.

coal

iy constructed railroad to

bly ebject that
Nation knows the existence
fields, he would have devel-
oped them long ago, are met with the
explanation that it takes money to do
these things and the Alliance man
haesn't been suflic iently well heeled to
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of

g0 ahend with them, He offers, how-
ever, to g full details to parties
who muy be interested in deve oping
these mines, and probably will receive
‘,'“'-‘I"-_ il. I__T,'_‘ '||_':|r" #

Alliance, Neb,, Jan. 1.
tor I'he Herald.—Deur Sir: The
following statement will explain the
discovery of “porket” gas in the vicin-
ity of Anpora a few days ago.

To the Edi-

(1] L

In blasting earth, rock or coal there
often remainsg after the explosion &
thick smoke of unconsumed gases that
will, while thick and warm, readily
take flame from the light of a mateh
or torch and will burn from one-half
to three minutes, and may at times
produce a fierce explosion in  coul
mines i there be much dust about.

When 1 uszed to mine coal, after fir-
ing a blast 1 alwayvs tried and gener-
ally did fire and burn the s condary
gases that formed from the
sumed powder smoke,

Also, in the matter of the state of
Nebraska offering a reward of 24,000
to the first discovery of a vein of good
conl not than 26 inches thiek, I
will say there are several veins of coal
in Sioux coumty, but the thickest is
four inches, There are also veins of a
few inches in the southeastern part
of the state.
inch vein of fair quality of conl in the
northeastern part of the state, and
there is a vein of forty-eight inches of
good coal eighty miles as the crow
flies from Alliance, but it is 8 miles in
another state,

Judging from surface indications
and the contour and elevation of the
land I think it may extend a number
of miles into Nebraska. | had a
sample of this coal about the size of
an egy for more than five vears, It
was then in good condition and had
been taken out five years when I got
it.

There is a railroad fifteen miles
from this coal field. A line extended
to it would follow the valley of a
stream and for most of the way the
only grading needed would be to lay
the ties and throw some dirt between
them.

There is also a virein undeveloped
oil field at the same locanty.

Then, if I am in possession of the
above factz, why haven't [ developed
this field before now? Because, I
have not been in a financial condition
to do so, and as it is probable I will
not now be able to do so alone it is
for this reason I have concluded to
make known the locality to any parties

uncon-
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face and of =ufTicient guantity to pa)

to mine, It does not mutter, according

| to the letter of the law, whether the
coal thus discovered is in Alaska or
Nebraskan, The law does not eonfine

the discoverer to Nebraska for it does
not even mention the state or country
in which the discovery must be made.
This standing offer hag been in ex-
istance for a quarter of a ecentury in
one form or another, and no one has
vet copped the prize, If the vein is
three feet thick, the reward is £5,000,
It must po to the owners of the coal.
For the 4]:’-1‘:»\:”[\' of iron ore a re-
{ward of 22,000 is offered by the state
| lnw,
'the owners of the land are to have
215,000 for finding one or the other or
£20.000 Tor the digrovery of | oth. Conl

friends of the manacer plun got” out
| same handbills early in the morning,
and shortly before noon the opposi-
tion had the business distriet covored
with arguments for their side of the
question. Despite these evidences of
nterezt, the vote haven't prown. Some
friends of the plan are willing to con-
feal, but on the other hand,
were none too confident,

NZW YEAR'S DAY WAS
CELEBRATED BY A FEW

the
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code (e
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Year's isn't sort of
that it in the
{daye when liquid refreshments could
{be procured without mortpaging the
homestead pay the
[!n‘,i,'{-\'l'rr tI]I'I'(‘ woere o few \\']1“ man
aged to pet CATZOES aboard, but these
men, for the most part, remained off
the streets, and if they did any sing-
ing, did it guietly.

Iast Saturdy night, the police were
called to the roof garden to tuke ecare
| of one gentlemen who was unable to
manage himself, He waz taken to
Jail, and the next morning meekly an-
| swered to the name of John Doe, after
he found out that the name Jones
wasn't acceptable to the court. Un-
der the name of John Doe he was fined
$50 and costs, and that is the name
under which the fine was paid, altho
there were some people who thought
{he had a familiar face

| The cops alzo invited a young lady
to accompany them to the station, She
fwas was in the passenger station, hav-
ing just arrived from Morrill, when
the police saw her. Inasmuch as they
had warned her to leave town on
several oceasions, and had twice be-
fore escorted her to outgoing trains,
Chief Jeffers didn't mince matters.
{He gave her her choice of jail or else-
where, and when she refused to do
opposition to her will, to the city bas-
either, escorted her, much in
tile, where she suffered a change of
heart and decide to depart, The
wirl was but eighteen of age,
{but she put up a SCTAp wild
kitty for a few minutes.

NOW THE NORTHWESTERN
BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

The telephone company here
!]’rr-nw-forﬂ: be known as the
| western Bell Telephone company, hay-
|ing changed its name January i

| (J_ﬂ that date the three Bell com-
| panies operating throughout the states
of Nebraszka, lown, Minnesota, North
(and South Dakota were consolidated
under the one name. No change was
made in officers or headquarters, as
'tha companies for many years have
been under ohe management.
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For the discovery of oil or gas |

vintner, |

to Do in Alliance

George M. Carey of North Platte,
newly elected seeretary of the Alliance
('}‘.;lr';ht‘l' of CoOmmenrce, wis rut‘r‘n;l”}'
intraduced to the members of the or-
ganization at the Mlll‘!tld} noon lunch-
eon. In a brief address, he told the
{members what he hoped to accomplish,
ind his program, as well as the man
himself, were given a most cordial
reception.

1
i

Among the things which Mr. Carey

[ has tentatively ehalked down as need-
| ingr attention ars the ronds around
\llinnee, He's considerable of a good
| ronds booster, and knows their value
la community assets, Incidentally,
{there's ample opportunity for im-
provement here.

Mr. Carey told of his plans con-
nj cekly luncheons Begin-
nest o . the food will begin

06 p. 1 { 11
I3 Sk { 'I_
i their
n
I |
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. to be comt i of three |
WM Hod club, Wo
uls. inteer firemen and oth-
ho will meet with the board of

His whole aim is to bring
many people into close to &'ﬁh
AT Ity SR AT e N
monthly or weekly bulletin will be dis-
tributed giving details
faetivities., He stated that he did not
intend to give more than an wdea of
the work that might be done, and that

directors.

.

additional reports will be made from |

time Lo time,
Ear! Mallery spoke for the board of
I'he weekl)
Lo enlist
the whole membership than any
er one thing, he sald, He empha-
the faet that the board of di-
ido not want to do it all. The
chamber of commerece was never need-
ed more than it is right now, he de-
clared, and of every member will have
personal vesponsibility much may
t'('nlniﬂ I'Il‘li.
John 8. Rhein endorsed Mal-
remarks and that
the chamber of commerce had
sidered as representing chief-
| y the directors, this not the case.
He said some good words for the
new zecretary, aml believed that with
n definite program, such as Mr Carey
ur

directors, luncheons have

done the co-operation
of
otl
sized
reclors

morpe

|h
be
Mr.
--p_'_'- declared
while
een con

WILE

lhad outlined, the chamber COme-
{merce would be able to get  some-
where, provided every member does

h hare, The new secretury has the
unlimited confidence of the board, Ke
i, and commended him to the en-
tire membership.

E. G. Laing brought up the fact that
train No. 40 does not earry parcel
post mail, and that packages malled
points enst as far as Seneca are
carried directly to that point and then
{back over the same line the nest day
|on No. 39. This matter had been
brought up before, but the two trains
had been only recently put on and
there was n ocontract to carry mail on
them until it was certai nthey would
remain. Mr. Carey was instracted to
take the matter up with the postal
;|ul]‘m!'ilia¥ and the railroad

| HALL-BEVINGTON,

| Albon Hall, son of Mr. and Mrs. E.
A. Hall of this city, and Miss Esther
Bevington, daughter of Mr. and Mr.
W. M. Bevington of this city, were
united in marrisge at the home of the
hride's parents, January 1 at 6 o'clock,
by Rev. A. J. Kearns, They were at
ttended by Elizabeth and  Lawrenes
Card of Denver, cousins of the groom.
The ring ceremony was used. The
bride wore a besutiful gown of whits

 #atin and earried a bouquet of bride'
roses. After the ceremony an elabor-
| ate di

inner was served to the immed
ule relatives,

The out-of-town guests

| were Mra, Card, son and daughter of

| I‘.h-nwr and Mrg, Fleak of Rocky Fori.
e young eouple legt on the midnight
train for Denver and other Colorado
points,

Mrs. Coutant

‘ arrived from Hol
Springs, 8. D. Monday for & visit with
her son

and daughter of this eity.

ol the ¢lub's|

afe Counlies Raiking Average
Crops of Million Bushels

Liovd C, Thomas of Alliance, former
Nember of the house of representive
from the eventy-third distriet
dved in Lincoln, Thursday afternoon
for a short buginess visit. Alliance i

| making o campaign for the 1922 con
vention of the Nebraska state volun
teer fliremen's association and My
Thomas visited a number of towns
Between his eily and Lincoln on the
voud down, extending personal invita-
{tlons to the different volunteer fire
|departments to support Alliance at the

[that co-operative marketing pays them
big returns A state expewimental farm
would assist in showing them that by
properly selecting seed und with the

|

 proper preparation and care of the |
oil, it is just asz easy to raise 150 :n.-l!
200 bushels per acre as it is 76 to
M), |
“IT the state of Nebraska deeides fl};
ive the ex-serviee men the financinl |
ipport they should receive,” snid My, |
Thomas, “it coulkkl do nothing better
for them than to a=zist them in r‘
curing western Nebraska land and in
improving and eultivating it. There |
are still hundreds of thousand lI-'ll
acres of fertile, untilled =oll in the

western portion of the state, waiting
for the farmer to make them produce.
These lands ean be purchased cheaply
el on easy terms, Many Nebraska ex-
ervice men look with longing eves {o
wards the western end of the state
and the opportunities there for huild-
i homes for themselves, but they
ack the comparatively small smount
capital needed to make the :lart,
“Although the potash industry of
the western end of the state al-
most completely shut down, we believe
that the incoming congress will estahb-

I8

ish a tarifT that will allow our in-
dustry to operate at n  reazonable
profit, which it has a hard time in

doing now with German potash com-
ng in at a price less than it costs us
to produce it. The Nebraska industry
5 too veluable an assel to the United
States to allow it to be strangled by
German competition,

“The stockmen of western Nebraska
have been hard hit by the slump in
prices and many of them are facing
finaneial ruin. Tight money conditions
are causing many of them to markst
their stock at a heavy loss, althourh

Fhere wans a chance for thrift and
ood living,

But if buying stops, Lransporta-
tion stops, production stops, work
becomes scarce, wages come down,
thouzands are unemployved, and the
chance for saving, thrift or the pur-
chase of enjoyments and extra com-
forts become rare. When you stop
buying, you put a “binger” on the
bank-roll—on your bank-voll, on
mine, on the man who buye from
me, on the man from whom 1 buy,

GAST AGAINST PLAN

inmgs deposits in the banks: of thad
country  increased tremendously,
pavticularly among wage earners, || Hemingford Stockhelders Organise

and Carry .\lnlln;_” Storme——
Refuse to Listen te Proposal
to Remove to Seolishluff

The Alliance Puacking company fs
no more, The organization that was
{to build a million dollar plant in ‘this
eity, to serve the needs of stockmen
lin part of five states was dealt &
knockout blow at the second annual
meeting of stockholders, held at the
lavmory in Alliance Monday morning

A woman to accompany Mrs' Me-
Ethaney, the law requiring a feminine

seort in such eases. The escort has
not vet been selected,

———————————————————— |

An initiation of the Eastern Star
will be held Tuesduy at the Masonie
Temple. A special invitation is {ssued

fo membed to atlend.

SCOTTSBLUFF NEWSPAPER
COMES OUT OF THE BUSH

Seottzblull Star-Herald

Thi which,

:Ikrlllill with H'.u two other newspapers

of that eity has been trying hurd to
maimntaim an atr of n Vvslery concern
ng the chanees of that eity to secure
# eertain  unnamed million = dollu
packing plant, has finally eomne out
nte the open and admitted ot Lhe
plant they have been expeciing
¢op is the Alliance Packing eompany.
Alliance newspapers and reaudon

have known for some weoks thist
one of the officers of the compuny
wns making naughty ever at Seotis-
bluff, but wp to a day or so ngo, the

ugar city simply wouldn't sekpowl-
e it
The Star-Herald takes orceasion to

reply to an article in onz of the Alli-
ance papers, which hinted that -if
Scottsblufl didn't wateh out, it would
find a packing company in swaddling
clothes left on its doorstep. The Alli-

ing plant wouldn't go here, and
wouldn't do mueh better in the metro-
polis of the North Platte valley. This
wounds the sensibillties of the Scotis-
bluffers, and they drop their disguise
in their haste to boost thelr ecity.
Here's what they said about it:

the bankers of the staute are apparent-
ly doing their best to help in a diffi-
cult situation,

“Another proposition that will come
before the legislature at this term
will be the proposition of extending
aid to some of the weaker counties
|of the state in the building of the
state rduds, A number of the small
| #gandhill counties are inaccessible hy
road at the present time. The Potash
highway of Nebraska, extending from
|Grand Island westward along the
l.B!.u'l'-'t‘l_{.’,'!nr'l, will traverse some of these
counties,
{tiong from this territory will wisit
Lincoln during the session and explain
their situation to the legizlators.”

W. E. Cutts returned from Lincoln
and Giltner, Nebr. He was ealled to

i
|

law, Tom Howard.

E. A. Bennett laft for Rushville Fri-
day, where he was ealled on sccount
of the serious {llness of his mother,

.

It is expected that delega- |

Giltner by the death of his brother-in- |

“The proposal of the securing of a
packing plant for Scottsbluff which
has been ‘in tha lap of the gods' for
lsome time, now appears to be ap-
proaching a definite outcome. Alliance,
the first site selected for the proposed
plant, naturally looks with disfavor
upon its proposed removal to Scotis-
{bluff, and the Times of that city
|prophesies in 20 many words, that
| what was apparently impossible to ac-
complish in Alliance, will also be im-
possible in Scottablufl,

“That is neither correct nor logical.
In the first place it would assume by
comparison that the two ecities are
equal, when the fact is that despite
its much later start as a municipality
Scottsbluff from its inception steadily
| gnined, finaliy caught up with and has
| most emphatically outdistanced Alli-
ince in population, business, banking
nd commercial Interest generally. Be-
i'auc.-e a matter of big business drags
o is found impractical in Alliance
eertainly does not signify that the
game would be true in SBeottshluff,”

ance newspuper hinted that the pack- |
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Nebraska potato growers ussocintion, for d Ary | morning cesslon, which was devotsl to

a roll eall of members and vegistering
of proxies, It was found thut a yuorum
was present, something which the pro-
moters of the company haid notl ex-
pected, Out of a total of 205 shures,
2066 were represented at the meeting.
Adjournment wag taken antll 1 p. m

George Platt, T. R. Enyeart, George
L. Taylor, Charles Baldwin and Charles

Moravek were cho 1 vloetion in-
gpectora at the morming meeting.

At the afterroon session, B E.
Plumbe, the organizetion president,
made an wildress which lasted rome
two hours, and wus given a  ost

courteous hearing by the men who had

their minds ii|rf':xr|:.' made up a Lo
what the would do. Mr., Plumbe's uds
dress concerped largely the fe b ity
of the proposal, despite the hard blow
dealt by the fnancial strinpe e
told of some of the d.ificulties of or-
ganizging the company, and of the im=
possiblty of gelting o =utisfactory
board of directors. 'The reason for

lack of pre

of “a

e wik, he said,

He pleaded
stockholders not to nllow Lthe
company to die, “Stick to vour coms
i now, he gnid, “when there is
need for firmness if we are to hold the
advanteges we have guined, Make no
mistakg—there nre wdvantages and
gains made that wili take years to re-
bulld if you quit now. Success rests
with you men here today. You have
everything to lose and nothing to gain
[if you desert your company now."

o
a lack prit de corps,

w'th the

r
i1\

Mr. Plumbe reviewed the results of
the recent increase in freigh’ rates to
|the stockgrowers, pointed out that

they still needed o market near at
hand. He deseribed the plan in use in
1,791 independent packing plants im
the United States, and drew a picture
of increased profits for livestock men
within a radius of severnl hundred
| miles,
| In elosing, Mr. Plumbe charged that
‘the merchants of Alliance had failed
'to do collectively what they had agreed
to do as individuals, The ecity has
failed, he said, to get behind the pack«-
ing plant, and success without local
support and co-operation is impossible,
He then told of the offer made hy
Scottsbluff—a suitable site at low cost,
a satisfactory board of directors, sew=
erage and water facilities, good rails
road trackage, and the united support
of a community. He urged that the
stockholders vote to remove the plang
there, and then played his trump card.
Mr. Plumbe proposed, in behalf of
the flscal agency, to allow stockhold=
ers to cut down their investment to
such an amcunt s they believed they
copld carry. At the time they
their purchases of stock,
plentiful. Now it is tight
fered to allow them to say how
stock in the new company they
(Continued on Page 8)
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