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MURDER VERDICT -3 -~
|2 half he wrestled with the jury, ris-

EVELYN PRIESS M'ELHANEY TO
GO TO PENITENTIARY

SENTENCE TEN YEARS T0 LIFE

Hali the Jury Favors First Degree
Conviction on First Two Bal-
% lots—Judge Westover Will
! Pronounce Sentence

The jury in the case of Evelyn
Priess McElhaney, charged with
shooting BEarl B. Anderson, Alliance
barber, in the alley in the rear of the
Joe Smith pool hall early Tuesduy
morning, December 7, brought in a
verdiet of second degree murder. The
wuse was given to the jury about 4
p. m. Saturday afternoon, and they
were out about three and one-half
hours, . - -

The state did not ask the death
penalty, but did urge a conviction for
first degree murder. It reported
that on the first two ballots, the
jury was evenly divided, six voting
for a first degree und six for a second
degree conviction, On the third bal-
lot, the vote stood ten for second and
two for first degree. On the fourth
ballot, taken just before the jury went

iBs

out to supper, the vote was unani-
MmMous,
Mrs. McElhaney came into court

about 8 o'clock and awaited the read-
ing of the verdict. All during the trial
she had preserved an impassive coun-
tenance, and she kept her self-control
to the last. Iiven when the result was
known, she did not lose her compos-
are, but talked with her husband and
attorney.

Evidently she lost confidence in the
rexult after the plea of Attorney
Prince for the prosecution. Her jailer
reported that when she returned to
her cell at the time the jury retirved,
ghe broke down and sobbed for a few
minutes on her husband’s shoulder.

Ten Years to Life Penalty

The penaity for second degree mur-
discretion of Judge

anything from ten years imprison-
ment to a life term. She is allowed
three days in which to file an appeal,
and sentence may be passed at any

. THE WEATHER
"\ ——
“ snerall fair tonight and Wednes-

SECOND DEGREE |

C. E. HERSHMAN
DIES SUDDENLY
wpemer e FROMAPOPLENY

sddress. one or more relatives of lh'|wELl. KNOWN SURGEON PASSED

defendant were overcome with grief| AWAY MONDAY AFTERNOON
and left the ecourt room. A sister
fainted and had to be carried from
the room.

Mr. Mitchell told of the hard living
conditions of the defendant's youth.
She was born poor, one of eleven chil-
dren, her father a laborer, and ghe
was compelled to help earn her bread.
He dwelt on the amicable relatiogs of |known physicians and surgeons in
Mrs. McElhaney and her husband, and western Nebraska, died suddenly at
told of Anderson’s alleged shameful  his offices in the Guardian State bank
abuse of her. building at 8:30 o'clock Monday after-

The attorney dwelt at some length lnoon. Dr. Hershman had been ex-
on the testimony of Mr. Grubbs, and |amining a patient with his X-ray ma-
claimed there was a discrepancy in chine, and this fact was responsible
his story, inasmuch as the shell was!for rumors that he had been electro-
not anywhere near where he stated |cuted, although physic.tas who were

Dsing temperature Wednesday,
. sng northwest winds

For over an Rour and

Was Examining Patient with X-Ray
and First Reports Indicated He
Had Been Electroculed

Dr. Ci E. Hershman, thirty-four
years of age, one of the most widely

time after three days. Her atiorney,
William Mitchell, has announced that |
an appeal will be taken. District|
Juidge Westover, following the r(!ud-;
ing of the verdiet, adjourned court
untii January 4. It is understood that |
gentence will not he passed upon her
until after the holidays,
Justice Speedily Rendered

For the first time in the history of
Box Butte county, a woman has been
convicted of the erime of murder. In
this case, justice has been most sum-
mary. Just elevén days from the day
Earl Anderson was shot, a jury of
Box Butte county farmers and ranch-
men answered the appeal of Prose-
cutor Prince to “help clean up Alli-
ance.”

The verdict in the case seems to
have met with popular approval
There hus never been a murder trial
in which popular interest was so
great, especially on the part of the
women. It is believed that if women
had been chosen for the jury, an even
more harsh verdiet would have been
rendered. Saturday evening, dozens
of women called up the various offices
in the eourt house to find the result
of the trial, and most of the inquiries
came from women, who expressed
their approval in no uncertaiin terms.

It is thought that with this convie-
tion and others which have been made

recently, it will be easier for the po-
lice foree to clean up the city and
keep it clean. It has been the gen-
eral belief that an organized “gang”
has been operating in Alliance, and |
that this gang is in a fair way to be |
broken up. The police are making a |
strenuous effort to rid Alliance of |
undesirables of every kind, and while
publiec sentiment has been more or|
less Iax, the last murder ha= brought
ahout a distinct change in the the feel-
ing.

Arcuments by Attorneys,
With the exception of an hour in

which the state examined witnesseg
in rebuttal, Spturday was devoted to
argument ‘n'.' the [l.Tn'.'I':l‘:. 8. “f}'il’lt:-'

Attorney Lee Basye made the opening
statement for the prosecution, review- |
ing in a but foreible manner,
the overwhelming evidence that the
state had piled up agnrinst the defend-
ant. He paid espeeinl attentlon to the
testimony of A. H. Grubbs of Whit-
man, the only disinterested eye-wit-
ness to the murder, Mr. Basye made
a plea for a first degree conviction.
Attorney William Mitchell, counsel
for the defendant, made an heroie plea |

brief,

Mrs. McElhaney was when she fired
the fatal shot.

He closed with a elaim that the de-
fendant was to become a mother, and
that if she were convicted the state
would elaim two lives instead of one.
He referred to the happy Christmas
geason and pleaded with the jury to
give her her freedom.

Prince Makes Final Plea.

Attorney W. A, Prince of Grand
Island, employed by the county com-
missioners to assist the county attor-
ney in the prosecution of the case,
made the final argument for the state,
From 1:30 to 3 o'clock he held the
erowded court room spellbound with
hiz masterly summing up of the case.
He characterized the theory of the e-
fense as flimsy, and proceeded, by one
means and another, to tear it to
pieces,

(Continued 'on Page 4)

BIG SNOWSTOR
HITS ALLIANCE

Winter Scason Officially Opens After
Mildest Fall in Memory of
the Old Settlers

Unless all indieations fail, as they
have done two or three times before
during this exceptional fall, the win-

ter season was officially ushered ini

Monday with a heavy fall of snow,
which began early in the morning and
continued, with slight interruptions
all during the day and night. The
fall of snow was fairly heavy, and
was accompanied with lowering tem-
peratures but very little wind Mon-
day night or Tuesday morning, The
weather forecast ecalled for brisk
winds today.

This has been the mildest fall with-
in the memory of old-time nchers
and stockmen. Last year the cold
weather started in October, and by
the end of that month the Ilarger
sandhill lakes were frozen over, to
remain that way until the spring
thaw. This year most of these lakes
were still open, up to a week or so
ago. There has been no snow yet
in any quantity worthy of designation
as a storm.

This has been a great fall for the
amateur golfists, who have been able
to play practically every Sunday. Last
Sunday thére was perhaps the great-
est number out of any day since the
Country club was organized. Broncho
lake was frozen over, and there were
a number of skaters, but the golfers
got along without overcoats or gloves
until pretty late in the afternocon.

The stockmen, too, have found the
fall pleasant, and prefitable as well.
Up until now it has not been neces-
sary to feed any stock, and prices on
hay are 'way down. The farmers are
greatly cheered by the snowfall, the
moisture being needed for the big
crops of fall wheat, thousands of acres
having been planted in this part of
the state. There was an unusudlly

large acreage of wheat planted this |

fall in the Goodstreak distMet, south-
west of Alliance,
According to railroad officials, the

storm extends over nmost of \\.'_\'r-msmf.'

Montana, South Dakota nnd the state
Nebraska. All passenger trains in
out of Alliance are running
double-headers mnd the Burlington
rallroad is taking e precaution to
aveid the experience of last spring,
when a passenger tramn was stalled for
{orty-seven holrs near Alliance in a
nowdrift,

and

Miss May Graham, who has been
visiting in Alliance, is leaving for

| Washington, D. C,, the last of the

month to resume her position in the
Loan and Currency department of the
United States Treasury,

Mr. Buckley, of Newberry Hard-
ware Co., went to Denver on & busi-
ness trip last week.

|ealled state that thiz was almost an
impossibility, due to the fact that the
machine did not earry sufficient cur-
rent to cause death,

Dr. Hershman had been examining
a patient, Mr. Ralls of Antioch, with

his death. His assistant, Miga Nellie
Tyree, was developing an X-ray plate
in the dark room adjoining the room
occupied by the doctor and his pa-
[tient, and heard the machine fall to
|the floor, She hurried out, and found
| Dr. Hershman lying on his back,

jstruggling for breath, The machine | the University of Nebraska, while not |"‘“"'“"pli’?'h’-‘d by the plan. +In Web-

was lying nearby on the floor,

Dy. Mino:
minutes, before death ensued,
other physicians eame, who, after an
‘examination of the apparatus, de-

lelared that it eould nol have 1I:’|'Il1p(|l tic

Irp--.;.un--il-‘.-- for the death. This opinion

lizs eorroborated by electricians, who plan.

[the machine n short time previous to |

L.E. AYLSWORTH
DISCUSSES CITY
MANAGER PLAN

UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR TALKS
TO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Man Whe Drew Up Legislation Ex-
plains Workings of the System
to Alliance Business Men

_——

Prof. L. E. Aylsworth of the de-
partment of political sclience of the
University of Nebraska addressed an
audience of fifty or more business
men of Alliance at the noon luncheon
of the chamber of commerce Monday
on the eity manager plan of muniei-
pal government. Professor Avlsworth
drew up the law covering this form
of government in 1916 for Represent-
ative Adam McMullen
and innsmueh as it is right in line
with hiz work in the university, was
uble to give authoritative informa-
tion concerning the operation of the
plan and the way ‘in  which it has
worked out in other cities, He stopped
over in Alliance on hiz return to Lin-
colm from a trip to Sheridan, Wyo,,
where he addressed an audience of six
hundred before the Open Forum of
that city last Sunday afternoon.

of Wymore,

pass any desired ordinanes, or sub-
mit it to a speeial election.
Advoeates of the plan elaim for it
that it eomes nearer than any other
orm te un‘ting poyular control with
cilicieney in government. It provides
a short ballot. Not more than three
maen are elected at any one time, and
it is possible for every voter to be
informed about every man for whom
he votes. Lincoln voters, under the
old system, at each city election, had
to vote for over twenty men, and
voters could not know all these suffi-
ciently well to make intelligent selee-
tion. Another point in its favor is
that it concentrates authority, and
makes the city government responsi-
ble to the whole people. The ecouncil
is responsible for the general policy,

the administration of ecity affairs. The
city council ean be recalled in entire-
ty, if the voters so desire. The city
manager cannot be recalled, but he
can be discharged at any time by the
council, provided the latter does not
enter into a contract with him for any
specified length of time. If efficient,,
there is no reason why he should not
have a permanent position.

Mostly Small Cities Having Plan.

Of the 190 cities which have
adopted the city manager plan, Pro-
fessor Avlsworth said, 126 have less
than 10,000 population; and fifty of
them are in the class of Alliance,
from four to seven thousand popula-
tion. They are in thirty different
states, although Virginia, Michigan,

Always interesting, Professor Ayls-
worth was at hig best in the discus- |

Morris who was ealled :nlwu.\'-' ready to
arrivedd on the scene within a few Ikl*ﬂlkﬂ‘w or for information from the

Later | cities w'thin itz territory.

sion. He explained at the outset, t.hatl

called upon #o often us might be, was |
answer calle  for

Mr. Avieworth declured that he fa-
vored newer ideas in government and
. but that he was not an out- |
and-out advoeute of the eity manager
In no sense did he congider it

{declare that the fuses were not evenlg cure-all for the ills of municipal

ih!m\'n out, which would have been the
case had a current stronger than 110
volts passed over the wires,

| The body was removed to the Dar- | with the citizens, and uny given eity

(ling underiaking parlors, where two
lsevere burns were found on one of
the arms,  The theory is that Dr,
Hershman  suffered an  apoplectic
stroke, and in falling to the floor, his
arm came in contact with uncovered
wires, which caused the burns. Mr.
Rallg, the patient, declared that ns
the doctor feli, the room was filled
with a bluish light.

Dr. Hershman came to Alliance nine
years ago, first as Burlington physi-
¢ian, but later establishing himszelf in
private practice. He wus an Odd Fel-
low, Mason and Shriner, and president
of the Guardian State bank. He is
survived by his wife, formerly Miss
Dorothy Hoag of this eity, and
two young song, “Buddy” and Bobby.
A brother, Fred Hershmin, is a mem-
ber of the Alliance Drag company.

POSTOFFIGE LOBBY
WILL BE ENLARGED

This week there is being publiched
a request for bids on alterations in
{the Alliance postoffice which, when
| completed, will result in enlarging the
lobby to the extent of sixty-four
square feet, and permitting the instal-
lation of over five hundred additional
boxes.

The plans, as approved by the su-
pervising architect, provide for re-
moving the north tier of boxes, and
in its place constructing an alcove
|eight feet square, which will have
boxes on all three sides. The altera-
tions will take the space from the
workroom and add it to the lobby.
| At present there are 1,200 boxes
in the lobby, but this number has not
{ been sufficient to supply the demand.
There is now a long waiting list. The
five hundred additional boxes
{take care of the demand
lshupe.
|  Bids will be opened the tenth of
Januvary, and sixty days will be al-
{lowed for the work after the pro-
posul is accepted by the supervising
architect. The work should be fin-
irhed by the first of April,

URBAN ZEDIKER DRAWS
FROM ONE TO SEVEN YEARS

in good

L'vban R, Zediker, A nee man who
was convicted In distriet eourt last
e on 4 chaye o rand lareceny,
the theft of diamonds valued at 2200

from the home of A. G. 1:
sentenced at 4 p. m. Saturday after-
noon by District Judge W, H. West-
over {0 a penitentiary term of from
one to seven years, and to pay the
costs of the prosecution.

Zediker will not be taken to the
|I'r~"!|:?.'.'nli:1r_\‘ until after the holidays,
members of his family requesting that
he be held in the county jall here

LHCSON, Wi

No form of government
political millenniurm.

gavernment,
will bring the

sy sqs |
L Good rovernment rests responsibility

will, in the long run, get about as |
good government as it deserves. He
regurded the eity manager plan as an
improvement in the machinery of gov- |
ernment, and while machinery is not
everything, he believed that some of |
the newer forms of government u-.ml;

to gvwesgreater efficiency, |

Councilmen Chosen at Large, :

adoption of which Alliance will vote

January 4, provides for a council of
|lt'!\'-'.- men, nominated and elected at o
1l'mrn-pani.--aml primary, at which ten
candidates or more will be nominated,
| Of these, the five who receive the
highest vote at the general election
will be declared elected. These coun-
cilmen are chosen at large—not from
wards. Every voter will have an op-
portunity to vote for all five. One of
the evils of the ward system, the
speaker declared, wa sthe tendency to
log-rolling and vote-trading, in order
to benefit some particular ward ut the
expense of the city.

At the present there are some 400
citiee in the country which have
adopted the city commission form of
government, and 190 which have the
city manager plan. Professor Ayls-
worth explained the difference be-
tween the two forms of government.
Unaer the commission form, the com-
missioners are both administrators
and legislators. Under the city man-

lative, all administrative functions be-

The plan, under the law, provides
for a eouncil, which will serve for
four-year terms, except at the first
election, when two will be chosen for
|four years, and three for two years,
{The council has authority to levy
|taxes, issue bonds, pass ordinances,

will | fix the amount of taxes and salaries, reached

and approve all new offices,

The city munager is chosen by the
{eity council, preferably for an indefi-
inite period, during good behavior, as

it were. His salary is fixed by the
council., He may be selected from
anywhere in the United States, the

tonly restriction being that the coun-
c¢il may not choose one of its mem-
|bers, The city manager appoints all
employes of the city, prepares the
budget, carries out the will of the
council and the voters.

Manager May be Permanent,
The council is under popular con-
. H a councilman proves unsat-
izlpetory, he may be reealled, a spe-
cinl election for the purpose of vot-
ing on any councll being mandatory
ipon the | ng of a p."til]ul’! contain-
|ing the names of 25 per cent of the
eity’s voters, at which the councilman
|will stand for re-election.
| The law also provides both initia-
tive and referendum, On petition of
|10 per cent of the voters, any ordi-
nince passed by tha ecouncil will stand

The city manager law, upon the

ager plan, the council is purely legis-

ing in the hands of the manager. '

Texas and California have the most.
He gave reports by city manugers of
various eities, showing what had been

ster City, Ia., the claim iz made that
ward politice have been eliminated;

and the city manager responsible for |

NORTH PLATTE
MAN SELECTED
FOR SECRETARY

GEO. M. CAREY EMPLOYED BY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TAKE OFFIGE FIRST OF JANUARY

New Man a Graduate of Cornell, and
Has Proven Successful in This
Line of Work Strong
on Co-operation

George M. Carey of North Platte
was elected secretary of the Alliance
chamber of commerce at a meeting of
the board of directors held in the of-
fice of J. W. Guthrie Monday
A number of applicants were
ered for the place, but Mr. Carey, wha
was present, made a tremendous hit
with the directors and was selected
without a dissenting vote.

For the gast four months, Mr, Carey
has been secretary of the North Platte
chamber of commerce, but his secre~
tarial experience extends over a period
of several years, He has been con-
nacted in the past with the Sioux City,
la., organization, where he had charge
of certain’ activities.

Mr. Carey is a live wire sort of &
fellow, and seems to be fairly ovzing
pep and ginger. He is a young man
of the same general style of beauty
as Rufus Jones, The new secretary

that vote getters are no longer prom-
ised jobs for swinging elections, The
councilmen are all representative
business men who never allowed their

|

(Continued on Page 9)

A MOONSHINER
HAS HARD LUCK

Special Agent T. J. Smith Gets Hold
of Sultease With Two Gal-
lons of Hooch

—

Special Agent T. J. Smith of the|

Burlington is being courted by the
more courageous of hix friends the
past two days, following the knowl-
edge that he had in his possession at

least two gallons of homemade hootch |
of the best quality, which is none too |
Mr, Smith found them in a)

oo,
cuitease, which hus a more or less pe-
euliar history in these daye of drouth.

It was a Wyoming man who eame to
know grief last Saturday night., He
was en route from Casper to Alliance,
and was either a bootlegger or a
maker of moonshine. He lugged
aboard the train a sulteasé containing
three one-gnllon jars of the heverage,
handling the thing as tenderly as a
mother handles a child. But acei-
dents will happen, even to the most

| cautious of bootleggers. In some man-

ner, one of the glass jars became
broken, and through the stale atmos-
phere of the smoker there stole a
wonderfully pleasant odor. Men laid
aside their pipes and eigars and lo!led
back in a dreaming s=ort of way.
Sharp-nosed women in the car ahead
began to sniff the air suspiciously.
The colored porter began to hang
around and smile ingratiatingly.
The Wyoming man was about the
last to discover that an acecident had
happened. The odor at last became
so strong that he grew alarmed. He
was afraid to open the suitease, and
didn't dare to leavg the smoker for
fear someone else would. At last,
when his fears and suspicions had be-
come a certainty, he arose and beat a
precipitate retreat, and when the train
Bridgeport, he decamped,
[!Nwing at least & hundred dollars’
'worth of booze. The ear conductor
|took the suitease in charge temporar-
ily, and it was turned over to Spe-

cinl Agent Smith on its arrival in
Alliance.

|

| The annual meetine of the stock-

hoiders of the Alllance Packing com-
pany will be held at the armory at
10 a, m., January 3, 1021, for the pur-
electing directors and trans-
acting any other business, It i= ex-
Ipected that among the things of in-
terest that will come up ot the moeet-
ng will be the guestion of the re-
movil of the plant to Scottsblulf, Tt
is known that one of the promoters is
lin favor of the move and that he has
some strong supporters among the
stockholders. It is problematical
whether zuch a course can be taken,
| but it is due to be discussed, anyway,
| 2 number of stockholders in Box Butte
county having became worried over
|#uch a prospect.

nose of

Another summer has worn past for

until the first of the year, it is rve-|suspended, and on petition of 25 per|the man who works at nothing and

ported.

cent of the voters, the council must

was originally a New Yorker, being a
graduate of Cornell university, but he
has lived in the west long enough te
1emove any particular taint of the ef-
fele cast. He is a football enthusiast,
having hetd a pluce as an official of
the western conference. At Cornell
he received a letter in football and
track, and so ean qualify as un athlela.
Beginning the first of the vear, Mr.
Carey will nssume the secreturyship
here. He has had an opportunity to
look over the city, has expressed him-
self as well pleased with the people
und prospects heve for u live come
mercial organization, and has alveady
formulated a plan and outlined a
definite program for the Alliance or-
ganization, which will be announced
luter, He has some mighty good ideas
on co-operation, and among the first
taeks he will tackle will be that of
getting the neighboring ranchers and
farmers in closer touch w'th the Alli=
ance’ ovganization and its memberse
My, Carey is an Elk and Phi Kappa
Psi. He is married asnd will bring
his wilfe and two small #650 W this
city as soon as srrungements can be
completed for a place to live, lie left
this afternoon for Nocth Platte, where
he will close his affars, and plans to
be buck in Alliance the nulldle of
next week, ready 1o tackie hiz Job,

NAVY RETURKS T0 THE
FOUR-YEAR ENLIZTHIENT

According to advices yoeelved by the
|loea] navy recruiting ofice in  the
postodice bullding, fwt enlistments
will no louger be rece ved for per.ods
(of less than four years, exce i minors
between Lhe ages of seventeen and
(eighteen, who may, as heretolore, be
enlisted for the period of minority, or
{until they reach twenty-one yeunrs of
‘age, with the consent of thelr parents
lor guardian, Heretofore, (hree-year
lenlistments have been permitted, but
{the navy has evidently been recruited
up to nearly the desired peace time
strength. Reinlistments may still be
made for periods of two, three and
four vears, and extensions are suthor-
ized as heretofove,

MISSING MAIL SACK IS
FOUND AT HEMINGFORD

A Burlington fireman Sunday dis-
covered the mail sack which, by ita
mysterious disappesrnnce a week or
two ago, gave rise to rumors that
train No, 41 had, been held up and
robbed, The padlock and other metal
parts of the sack, and some elghty
wrned letters were discovered a
i-"'_ol‘ distance east of the Durlington
Advices resching here do not

| el pot,

give details of the finding, but appar-
ently thepe iz no belief that the sack
| had been stolen, but that it was

|thrown in an out-of-the-way placs,
probably near some bonfire. There
was but one registered package in
the sack, and this was of trifling
value,

Special Agent T. J. Smith and a
postoffice inspector went to Heming-
ford Monday and secured the letters,

Chemists are now exploiting a new
liquid fuel. But this one is made from

petroleum and lignite and one doss
not drink it.




