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" SENATE QERIES

Sees No Reasonable Objection
to Reserva ions Concerning
League of Nations

ONFERENCE AT WHITE HOUSE

President Asserts United States Sur.
renders No Powers and May
Withdraw At Will,

L

Washington, D. C, Aug 21.—Presi-
dent Wilson and the members of the
Forelgn Relatlons committee of the
senate met at the White House Tues
day to discuss the peace treaty.

The president opened the discussion
by Impressing on the senators the
urgency of prompt ratification of the
treaty without amendments and with-
wout reservations that would require re-
submission of the treaty to the other
signatories, especially Germany.

The president sald that the interest
of every class of people, the farmers,
Industrial workers and employers de-
manded prompt ratification to the end
that stable conditlons of industry, agri-
culture and employment be reestab-
lished. The president’'s address, which
was in effect an address to the coun-
try, follows:

“l hope that this conference will
serve to expedite your consideration of
the treaty of peace. 1 beg that you
will pardon and Indulge me If I agaln
urge that practically the whole task of
bringing the country back te normal
<onditions of life and Industry walts
upon the decislon of the senate with
regard to the terms of the peace,

“] venture thus agaln to urge my
advice that the action of the senate
with regard to the treaty be taken at
the earliest practicable moment be-
cause the problems with which we are
face to face In the readjustment of our
national life are of the most pressing
and critieal character, will require for
their proper solution the most Intimate
and disinterested coopération of all
parties and all interests, and cannot be
postponed without manifest peril to
our people and to all the national ad-
vantages we hold most dear.

“The copper mines of Montana, Arl-
zonn, and Alaska, for example, are bes
ing kept open and In operation only
at a great cost and loss, In part upon
borrowed money: the zinc mines of
Missourl, Tennessee and Wisconsin are
being operated at about one half their
capacity: the lead of Idaho, Il
linois and Missouri reaches only a por-
tion of It's former market. There is
an Immediate need for cotton belting
and also for lubricating oll, which can-
not be met, all becuuse the channels
of trade are barred by war when there
The same s true of raw
cotton, of which,the central empires
alone formerly purchased nearly four
million bales, and these are only exam-
ples. There is hardly a single raw
material, a single important foodstuff
or a single class of manufactured
goods which Is not In the same case.
QOur full normal profitabie production
walits on peace,

“Our military plans, of course, walt
upon it We cannot intelligently or
wisely decide how large & naval or
military force we shall malntaln or
what our policy with regard to military
training s to be, until we have peace,
not only, but also untll we know how
peace s to be sustained, whether by
the arms of single nationr or by the
concert of all the great people, and
there I8 wore than that dificulty In-
volved.., The vast surplus properties
of the army Include, mot food and
clothing merely, whose szle will affect
normal production, but great manu-
facturing establishments also, which
should be restored to their former
uses, great stores of machine tools and
all sorts of merchandise which must
lle idle untfl peace and military policy
are definitely determined.

“The nations that ratify the treaty,
such as Great Britaln, Belgium and
France, will be In a position to lay
their plans for controlling the markets
of Central Europe, without competi-
tlon from us, If we do not presently
act. We have no consular agents, no
trade representatives there to look af
ter our interests, o

“There are large areas of Burope,
whose future will lle uncertain and
questionable until their people know
the final settlements of peace and the
forces which are to administer and
sustain it. Withont determinate mar-
kets, our production eannot proceed
with Intelligence or confldence, there
can be no easy or normal Industrial
credits bhecnuse there can be no con-
fidence or permanent revival of busl
ness. There can be no stabilization of
wages because there can be no settled
condlition of employment.

“Fyvery element of normal life
amongst us depends opon and awaits
the ratification of the treaty of peace,
and we cannot afford to lose a singie
summer's day by not dolng all that we
ean to mitigate the winter's suffering,
which, unless we find means to pre
vent it, may prove digastrons to a large
portion of the world, and may, at lts
worst, bring upon Europe conditions
even more terrible than those brought
by the war itself,

“Nothing, T am led to helleve, stands
In the way of the ratification of the
treaty except doubts with resard to
the meaning and implication of certaln
articles of the covenant of the League
of Nations: and 1 must frankly say
that I am unable to understand why
such doubts should be enterfalned
You will recall that when T had the
pleasure of a confprence with your
committee and with the committee of
the house of representatives on forelgn
affalrs at the White House In Mareh

ast, the questions now frequently
[asked about the league of natlons were
(&l canvassed, with a view to thelr lm-
| medinte clarification. The covenant of
the league was then In lis first draft
and subject to revision, it was pointed
oul that po express recognition was
given to the Monroe doctrine, that It
jwas not expressly provided that the
|league should have no authority te
act or to express a Judgment on mat-
ters of domestie policy, that the right
to withdraw from the league was not
expressiy recognized, and that the
constitutional rights of the congress to
determine all questions of peace and
war was not sufMiclently safeguarded,
On my return to Paris all these mat-
ters were thken up again by the eom-
mission on tnhe league of nations and
every sugeestion of the United States
waS accepted,

“*“The view of the 'nited States with
regards to the questions I have men-
tioned bhad, in fact, niready been ace
cepted by the comnission and there
wag supposed to be nothing Incousist-
ent with them In the dreaft of the cov-
enant first adopted, the deaft, which
wns the sublect of our discussion In
March, but no objection was made to

had supposed to be implicit In It

“The Monroe doctrine Is expressly
mentioned as an understanding which
Is in no way to be impaired or Inter-
fered with by anything contained ia
the covenant and the expression ‘re-
glonal understanding like the Monroe
doetrine’ was used, not because any-
one of the con’erence thought there
Was Any comparable agreement any-
where else In existence or In contem-
platign, but only because It was
thought best to avold the appearance
of deallng In such a document with
policy of a single nation.

“With regard to domestic questions,
Article XVI of the covenant expressly
provides that, If in case of any dispute
arising between members of the league
the matter fnvolved Is claimed by one
of the partles and .s found by the
council to arise out of a matter which
by International law Is solely withia
the domestic jurisdiction of that party,
the council shatl so report and shall
make no recommendation as to its set-
tlement. The United States wak by no
means the only government interested
in the explicit adoption of this provi-
sion and there s no doubt In the mind
of any authoritative student of Inter-
natlonal luw that such matters as im-
migration, tariffa and naturalization
are incontestibly domestic questions
with which no International body
could deal,

“The right of any state to withdraw
bad been taken for granted, but no
objection wus made to making It ex-
plicit. Indeed, so soon as the views
expressed at the White House confer-
ence were lald before the commission,
it was at once econceded that it was
best not to leuve the answer to so im-
portant o question to inference. No
proposal was muade to set up any tri-
bunal to pass judgment with the
question whether a withdrawing na-
tlon has In fact fulfilled *all it's inter-
pational obligations and all it's obli-
gatlons under the covenant,' It was
recognized that question must be left
to be resolved by the conscience of the
natlon proposing to withdraw ; and [
must say that it did not seem to me
worth while to propose that the artl-
cle be made more explicit because I
know that the United States would
never itself propose to withdraw from
the league 'if it's consclence was not
entirely clear as to the fulfiliment of
all it's International obligations, 1t
has never failed to fulfill them and
never will,

“Article X ix in no respect of doubt-
ful meaning when read In the light of
the covenunt as a whole. The coun-
cll of the league can only ‘advise
upon’ the means by which the obliga-
tions of that great article are to be
glven effect to, Unless the United
States 18 a party to the policy or gc-
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anything explicitly in the text that all |

tion N question, Her own amrmative
vote in the councll Is necessary before
any advice ean be given for a unan-
imous vote of the eouncll is required.
If she Is & party, the trouble is here
anylhiow, and the unanimous vote of
the council I only advice (o any case,
Ench government Is free to reject It
if It pleases, Nothing could have
been made more clear to the confer
ence than the right of our congress
under our constitution to exercise it's
independent Judgment In all matters
of peace and war. No atiempt was
made to question or Mmit that right.
The United Brates will, indesd, unders
take under Article X to ‘respect and
preserve as against external Aggres
| sion the territorial integrity and ex-
isting political  independence of all
members of the leagne, and that en-
gagement constifutes a  very grave
and solemnn obligation, But (it 1&8 mors
| ul, not a legal obligation, and leaves
our congress absolutely free to put
it's own interpretation upon It In all
cases that call for action,

“Artliele X seoems to me (o oonstl-
tate the very backbone of the whole
covenant, withont it the B®ague woald
1 be hardly more than an influential de-
bating society,

“It has several times been suggests
ed, In public debate and in private
conference, that interpretations of the
sense in which the United States aes
cepts the engagements of the cove-
nant should be embodied In the instrus
ment of ratifieation. There can be ne
rensonable objectlon to show Interpre«
tatlons accompanying the act of rate

| ecation provided they do not form a

part of the formal ratification itself.
But If such Iinterprétations should con=
stitute a part of the formal resolus
tion of ratification, long delays would
be the inevitable consequence Inass
much as all the many governments
concerned would have to accept, In
effect, the language of the senate a8
the Janguage of the treaty before rat-
ification would be complete. The ase
sent of the German assembly at Wels
mar would have to be obtained,
among the rest, and T must frankly
say that I could only with the great-
est reluctance, approach that assem=
bly for permission to ratify the treaty
as we understand it and as those who
framed it quite certaluly understand
it. If the United States were to qual-
ify the document in any way, more-
over, I am confident from what I know
of the many conferences and debates
which accompaniad the formulation
of the treaty, that our example would
immediately be followed In many
quarters, in some lustances with very
serious reservations, and that the
meaning and operative force of the
treaty would presently be elouded
-rrtgten one end of it's clauses to the
other.”

His Poor Start.

Fond Aunt—"Tell me, Willlam, did
Jou start in well at Harvard?” Wil
llam—"“No, Auntie, I was sulfering
from a slight cold."—Harvard Lam-
poon.

The Original Stub Penn.

From a magazine article: “Wilham
Penn was a short, stubby map*—
Boston Transerint,

You know the House

of your Dreams as
soon as you see it

You can tell by the floor plan whether or not is ful-;
| fills your long-felt desires of the home you some day ex-
pect to build.

We deem it a pleasure to go over plans with you.
We are glad always to give you an estimate of the cost.
There’s no assurance materials will be less expensive
another year, so why not BUILD NOW.

Buy Coal Now

You'll thereby be assured a supply for winter.
Otherwise you may experience difficulty obtaining it
‘when needed. This is the advice of government author-
ities and coal men. : -

FOREST LUMBER CO.

WM. BEVINGTON, Manager.
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Grandlsland College |
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Eight Standard Teachers
Gives &eal‘l;nt Courses

Piano
Violin
Voice
Expression

Harmony
i Theory

Appreciation
Reasonable Hates

An Excellent Dormitory for Girls
Good Private Rooms for Boys
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DRAKE & DRAKE
OPTOMETRISTS

Glasses

Accurately Fitted
We Can Dupliﬂt: Any Broken

$13% Box Butte Ave Phone 111

September 1st is

Felt H

at Day

Don’t wait until you want to wear that

felt hat.

Phone 133

NOW
And I will have it ready for you.

Yours

KEEP-U-NEAT

Cleaners, Pressers, Tailors
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Land Wanted

We have customers for the following lands:

1st. A 160-acre or 320-acre improved farm, with fair set
of buildings, in Box Butte county. Customer can
make good cash payment and will improve the place.

[

2nd. From 160 acres to 640 acres of raw farming land in
Box Butte, Sheridan or Sioux county. Price must be
low and terms easy.

3rd. Wants two sections of good, hard land in or near
Box Butte county. Price must be right.-

4th. Customer wants a small cattle ranch in the sand-
hills—about 2,000 acres, with buildings and good
fences. Will buy quickly if the price is right.

r

6th. Customer wants a sand hill ranch clitting plenty of
hay, with wet hay valleys. Will bay from 4,000 to
8,000. Has the money and wants to deal quick.

In sending us desecriptions be sure to give legal num-
bers and a plat of the land if possible. Also give your
lowest price and terms. Give full description of im-

provements, character of land and all other available in-
formation.

Thomas-Bald Investment Co.

LLOYD C. THOMAS - - - F. A. BALD
Alliance National Bank Building, Alliance, Neb.




