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Confessions of a

(Continued from last week)

CHAPTER XI.

We were once more naroused at
#leven o'clock that night, and with the
stmost haste made ready to resume
our march, The night was plteh dark
and the rain continned. At doayhrenk
we passed the clty of St. Menchonld.
This had not heen harmed. From here
e turned to the enst, closely pressed
By the French and In the sfternoon we
peached Clermont-en-Argonne, Once
more we mannged to get a rest of sev.
oral hours. Townrd evening we pro-

German Deserter;

| arrived at Damvillers, where we heard
| that we were abont five klilometers e

were twenty moen eacing for It Toward
evening long Provision tralng asrived
a8 well as fresh troops, They wenl
to the front In long columns and re
Heved the exhausgted men,

Soon the whole village was crowded |
with =oldiers, After n rest of two days

| the regular nightly ploneer service was

resumed. Every night we were sent
to the front-line trenches to bulld wire |
ohstacles, The french found us out

by the nolse required to set up the
posts, so that we had fresh losses
almost every night. We completed the '
task of setting up barbed wire entan-
glements In the gector assigned to us
In ahout fourteen days, Durlng this

@eeded apain and maintalned a foreed
march through the whéle night. We
were now more exhausted than ever,
get could not halt,

The raln had stopped before ten
#'¢clock In the morning at which hour |
we left the rond and made, eamp, |
There was u general sigh of rellef, for
this long-continued, wearing retreat
Bad brought our troops Into a =tate
mow become unendurable, We began
= dig ourselves In, Before our
trenches were even half completed a
Mternl hallstorm of shrapnel fell
Aamong us. Our losses were so greaf

that 1t beeame Impossihle to rematn
We received orders to retire at oncg
We marched over the fields until dark
when we began once more to dig I
We were now near the villnge of t‘i-h|
may-en-Dormols. It was piteh dark a

& heavy fog lay over everything. OA
the enemy we knew nothing. With the I
utmost silence and speed we dug oum
selves In deeply, stopping frequently
to listen as hostile rafding parties age |
pronched, only to disappear quickly,

Here we received our first re
enforcements, They arrived In long
eolumns In the darkness. All were
fresh troops—most of them reserves |
The majority wore blue uniforms, This
a8 well as the nature of their equip- |
ment, Indleated to us that they had
been hastily fitted out and transported.
None of them had ever heard the
whistle of a bullet and many asked
anxiongly whether It was dangerous
Bere. They brought numerous ma-
ehine guns, and In an Instant we had
everything prepured for defense,

At daylight the French began the at-
tack. They made several onslaughts
throughout the day but without sue-
eess, for our reenforcements were
large,

No one realized at this stage of the
battle that It was the beginning of a
murderous, exhausting struggle for po-
sitions,

We were to fight here from the same
grench, month after month, without
s,lmug territory. The wounded, who

Iin No Man's Land between the
ftrenches, were left to perish,

The French tried to rescue them un-
dler the protection of the Geneva flug,
the emblem of the Red Cross, hut we |
only sneered at them and shot It to
bits. The lmpulse to shoot down the
enemy surpassed every humnn feellng.
The Red Cross flag had lost all ita
value for us when It was rulsed by the
French, Mistrust was purtured among
as. We were told that the enemy mis-
ased the filag and that we must shoot
down the men that bore It

We repulsed all attacks until they
gradually censed.  We were now alile
to fortify our position, which we dlé
with the grentest care, making It as !
strong s possibile Fialf the wien l‘ll-.1
mained on guard while the other half |

Aecpened and widenod the trenches, A |
Hvely fire was mnintuined continuous= ]
l_\' ||) Laoth shidies, "The losses were vury I
large., Most of the men killed were |
shot ]ll'.a-..'h the e aed, the treneh pry l
tecting (he remubmder of their hodies, |

Flving  Inereased]  in intensity ns |'
alzht (1 Although nothing could be i
secn we contioued feing all the tlme ‘
hecause we thought this would prevent
the enetiy from making any sttacks, l
Throngh the nlght wnitions goed mn
teriinl voere brought ap and oew men |
arrived (T ' o sundd s
were senr ux, whivh were i) .-n-.-l?
geedd v G protection geainst bhullots

The ploneers were relloved toward
moroiie and mehered in oo Cnemyaed
behitgl the frug loe. The farm had
becn spured by the cannon, gl even
all th stk reannined 'hix hooty
wAs soon o be cotsutine) Several

bundred soldlers camwe and o wild hunt

ensuvd for lll!i“:“i, chivkens, geese, pig .
eons, ¢te,  About five hutidred of these

were caught, after which evervbody |
began cooking, Not far away 80 cows |
and helfers were selzed and turned |
over to the field kitchens, Hay and
grain were carrled away, even the
strawstacks and barms were tora down
and the lumber used for firewood. In
a few hours & beautiful farm had be-
oome & ruin and the proprietor a beg-
gar. [ had seen the owner In the
morning, but he had suddenly disap-
peared with his wife and ehlldren, and
mobody knew where he was,

The next night we were sent Into
the trenches agaln. There was little
to do, so we talked with the men who
Bbad re-enforced us from the Interior
of Germany. They knew absolutely
mothing of our retreat from the Marne
and were astonished when we pletured
to them the events of the last few
days.

The following morning we left the
trench before daybreak and went into
quarters at Cernay-en-Dormols,. We
were billeted in the middle of the vil-
lage In an abandoned house. Our field
kitchens falled to arrive, so we pre
pared ourselves a meal of fowl and
whatever else we discovered. When-

| had many Interruptions, for the eneiny

| rOOIN
, damage,
| with dust and smoke, yet no one would |

ehild had

perlod we rested by day, but at night |
we went out regularly, But our rest

artillery bombarded the vilinge reguo- |
Inarly. This alwave happened at cern
tnin hours, for instance, In the hN:ln-‘
ning, every noon from twelve to twa
o'clock, fifty to eighty shells foll In the
villnge. Somethmes they were shrap-
nel, sent over hy the fleld artillery, We
goon grew accustomed to this, despite
the fact that soldiers of other detnche
ments were killed or wounded dally.
Onee or twiee during thig noon bom-
hardment a shrapnel shell fell into :mr|
and burst withont doing much
The wonld filled |

o he
think of leaving, This firing was re.
peated dally with everdncreasing vio-
lence,

CHAPTER XII,

The Inhablitants of Cernay who had
remiined, mostly old people, were all
gathered In o barn beennse of the fear
of spies, Here they were gunrded by
soldlers, As the enemy bombardment
alwnys oceurred at a certain hour, our
commander thought that somebody In
the villnge was In communication with
the enemy by means of a concealed
telephone, Tt was -even discovered
that the hands of the church clock had
heen turned and at one time stood at
¢ix and shortly after at five o'clock.
The spy who signaled the enemy by
menns of this elock was not dlscov-
sredl, nelther anyone using a concealed

telephone  Instrument, In order to
cateh the right one all the elvilians
were interned fn the barn,  These

divitlan prigsoners were supplied In the
sme way the soldiers were, with food
and drink. but were also exposed, llke
the soldiers, to the dally bomburd-
nents, which in time destroved the
shole villnge, Two women and one
heen killed in this manner
and yet the people were not remaved.
Almost dally houges caught fire in the
village und burned down. The shells
vere now falling reguinrly at elght
velock In the evening. They were of
Heavy cenllber. At elght o'clock prompt-
'y. when the first shell arrived, we left
the town, There folldwed, In short In-
tervals, fourteen to fifteen shells, the
Iron ration.”  We helleved that the
Freneh ennnon sending these shells
were hrought up somewhere at nlght,
When we returned from our prome- |
ande, as we ealled the nlghtly excur |
|

{

slon, we were sent to our places In the |
renches. There we were used fpr ev-
kind of duty. One evening we |
vere called up to fortify a farm taken
from the French the previous day, We
wd to bulld machine guns and place
them.

"r

Our enmp ot Cernnyv-en-Dermols was
ontinlly under heavy hombardment.

I Hlnally rest becnme lmpossible.  The |
wavv-enlther shel's strueck the roofs
i the honses and penetrated to the

ellurs; The civilinns were taken awny
ifter severnl had been killed by shells
After about ten weeks in this country
ve were gent to another part of the
ront. Our destinntion wag kept from
ns,

At the depot at Challerange we en

ered a tealn walting for us. It con
~lgted  of  second and  third class
onches The train rolled slowly

hrough the heautiful country, and for
he lirst time sinee the war began we
arw the Heht hehind the front. All the
lopots, erossings nnd hridges were o

upledd by the wmilitary, Everywhers
aetivity, Long trains londed with
grienttural machinery of every
aty at the
Of omr train
af the Prassinn

had

NilSs
vanr
“‘]]I
consisted of offielal
stnte rallwavs,  The
traversed this conntry often and
told us that there was no agricultural
naehine in all occupled territory. The
same thing happened with all machin
Py of Industry

stovnl larger stntions

SR

that could be spared

Evervwhoere we saw the finest kind
of machinery en voute to Germany.
In the evenlng we passed Sedun

Early the next morning we arrived at
Montmedy. Here we had to leave the
traln and were permitied to go to the
city for several hours. Montmedy Ix
the principal base of the Fifth army
commanded by the crown prince, Enor
mous stores of war materials were
guthered here, Added to this there
was the army fleld post Institute and
the executive offices of the rallways as
well as a number of hospitals,

It was very lively In Montmedy
Many wounded men were seen strol-
Iing through the city and an especially
large number of officers all at home
were attached to single etapes, In
faultless uniform, ecarrylng riding
whips, they =trolled around. ‘This
point was aboutl thirty-five kilometers
behind Verdun und one hundred kifb
meters from our former position. As
ve marched away shortly after noon
we suspected that we were belng
taken to the neighborhood of Verdun.

CHAPTER Xl

@ver anyone espled a chicken there

After & march of 10 kllometers we

reached the town of Jametz, Here
everything was offered us hy the In
habitants, We were trented with cof
fee, milk and meat. We went on eariy
the next morning and In the evening

hind the firing line
we advanced to the little village of
Wavrille, which was our destiuation.

We took np our quarters In a house
which had been abandoned by lts In-
habitants. We were attached to the
Ninth reserve divislon and the oo ¢
morning went to our position, Fifteen
of us were assigned to duty with an
infantry company, On the entire line,
ns far ns we could see, there was no
musketry fire. Only the artlllery on
hoth sides kept up a wenk action, We
were aot accustomed to this gquletude
in the trenches, but the men who had
heen there for some time told O that
frequently not a =ingle shot was fired
for days and that no activity was
shown,

Enormous forc® of artillery were
being mobilized, New guns continued
to arrive every day and were Installed
without golng Into actlon. The trans
portation of munitions and material
was also vgry brisk, We did not sus-
pect at this time thnt this was the first
preparation for a great offensive,

After four weeks In this vicinity we
were sent to another part of the front,

The gnme evening

once more without hwelng told our les.
tinatlon. We marched away and in the |

afternoon we arrived at  Dun-sur |
Meuse, =
Hardly had we entered the town

when the Germnn erown prines, accom
panled by =everal ollicers and a large
pick of hunting dogs rode by.

“Good morning, ploneers ! he ealled
out to us,

Then he Inspected our unit elosely,
He spoke to our captain, after which
one of the officers of hig stafl took us

to a Red Cross epstablishment whoerr |
we woere banqueted and glven wine,

The headgquarters of the Hohenzol |
lern helr were loented at Dun-sur |
Meuse, The Indies of the Red Cross!
treated us cordially,. We asked then |
If nll pnssing troops were as well treat |
el ag we had been,

“Oh, yes," & young woman unswered
“but only a few come here. The crowr |
prince, however., has an especlal at!
tachment for the ploneers.”

We were quartered over night. Sol
diers told us that Dun-sur-Meuse wa!
the headquarters of the Fifth army
There were gay times In the town, witl
an open-alr concert every day. The offf
cers often recelved women vigitors'
from Germany.

After a hard mnrch we arrived al
the front positions. In a verltabl!
Inbyrinth of trenches, filled with water
we had the utmost difficulty finding
our wuy about. Flnally we arrived ai
the very front. The French were only
ten metere awany and before we huc
been there two days we took part In g
hand grenade encounter.

Some distance back we established ¢ |
ploneer depot. Twenty-five of our mer
did nothing but assembie hand gre
nades, We were soon settled and read)
for an emergency. '

In eamp we were divided amonﬁj
various troops. 'Fhey showed us how|
the warfare waged at this front re
quired every Imaginable kind of fight
ing. There was mining, sapplug, hanc l
grenade throwing, mine throwing and
light patrol battles. This went on da)y
after day and night after night, witl
48 hours In the trench and a 12-hom
rest. The shortuge of men made @
less strenuous schedule lmpossible,

CHAPTER XIV.

The entire forest

of Argonne was

| blown to pleces when we arrived |

Everywhere was artillery, which main |
tained a fire on the villages behind the
enemy's positlons,

One of the many batterles which we |
constantly had to pass on our march|
from the eamp to the front, was in ac
tion when we reached It

I asked one of the gunners what his‘
objective was and he replied that i
was any village within range,

A substitute first Heutenant, In
charge of the battery, stood nearby
One of my comrades asked him If he
dld not think there might be women |
and children In those villages,

“That wonld make no difference,”
the first lHeutenant replled. “Women
and children are French, so what does
it matter? This breed has to be ex-|
terminated in order that this nation |
shall not think of war agalo for a cen |
tury.”

This AMny wns desigrated for »
storming attack anid we were obligeo
to be In our positions at seven o'clock
In the morning. Promptly at 8:30 regi-
ment No. 67 was ordered to attack.
Ploneers led the way. They were sup-
plied with hand grenades, These week.
ly attacks were opened half an hour
before the Infantry went over by &
#torm of artillery fire. The artillery
actlon required very careful calculs
tion because the distance which sepas
rited our position from the enemy™
was very slight. It varied from three
to one hundred meters; never any
more. At the polnt where we attacked
the distance was 20 meters.

Promptly »* eight o'clock the artll-
lery started, 1 first three shells
struck a ditch, byt the following ones
hit fairly, that is, right in the French
tregghes. Once the artillery had the
proper range whole salvos of batteries
descended upon them with admirable
exactness. The cries of the wounded
were heard once more, u sign that
many had been hit

An artillery otficer acted as obhserver
In the foremast sense and directed the
fire by phone, Promptly at 8:30 o'clock
the artllilery fires stopped and we at
tacked, The eleventh company of the
Bixty-seventh regiment., of which 1

spoke before. e==» under the fire of
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the enemy's machine guns and 18 of its
men were killed after they had only
proceeded ' & few steps outside the
trench,

Dead and wounded men lay among
the branches and the trees evervwhere
on the ground. Every man who was
able to run sped forward to reach the
enemy trench as quickly as possible. A
part of the enemy defended igself des
perately In a trench filled with water
and mud. A terrible hand-to-hand fight
resulted. We stood In water up to our
knees,

Men, severely wounded, lay in the
mud, holding thelr mouths and noses
nbove the water. During the fighting
they were trampled more deeply into
the dirt under our feet for we eould
not see where we were going : we could
only “roll up” the entire trench,

The section won was fortified with
all possible haste, Once more we had
acquired at a heavy cost in human 1ife
a few meters of the Argonne forest
This trench, which we took, had
changed hands: many times and even
now we were prepmring for the usual
counnter-nttacks,

Presently the “Inckas=es”™ went Into
anetion,  The “jackossed™ are the guns
of the French mountaln artillery. Thes
wore 8o namoed they woere
drawn by mules, They are guns of faf
trnJectory, kept from 50 to 100 meters
behiind the enemy lnes, The shells
from these cannon flew directly over
onr hends and cut thelr way througl
the hranche= at n high rite of speed
Because of the high velocity of the
shell and the <hort distnnee it travels
the detonation when the shot is fires
and the nolse of the explosion, sound
almost ar the same nstant,  These
“Jncknsses" are greatly feared by the
German soldiors becnuse they dare kep!
working day nntd pight,

It was winter and very cold,
trenches  hnd filledd with
und were now nothing except deeg
ditches of mud, Under these conidi
tions, through the lee-cold nights, o
routine consisted of- 48 hours duty
and 12 hours rest. Every week a storm
Ing attack waz made, the success ol
which was entirely o%t of proportior
to the enormous logses. In all of the
four months I was In the Argonne for
ests we gained 400 meters. The fol
lowing datn will indieate how heavy »
price was pald In lves for this little
plece of France,

Each regimant bhad its own ceme
tery., There was the One Hundred and
Forty-fifth infantry regulars, the Sixty
seventh, and One Hundred and Seven
ty-third Infantry regulars and the
One Hundred and Fifth FHirsch
berg battallon, On the day we were re
leved from duty In the Argonne for
ests there were more dead In thess
cemeteries than there were survivon
of the severda! regiments. The Sixty
seventh reglinent had more than 2,000
dead. All the vietims were member
of that unit except a few ploneers
who had been assigned to duty with
ft. There was never a day withoul
gome loss of life, and on the days whet
the storming attacks were made, death
had an extremely large harvest.

e use

The

heen wntel

CHAPTER XV.

Each day In the Argonne levied Its
toll of victims, sometimes many, some
times only a few. It ls only natural
that the morale of the soldiers should
not be at Its best under these clrcum
stances. With the same indifference
that the men had once’ gone to thelr
work to support thelr wives and chil
dren they now went Into action. This
business of killing had become dally
routine, Whenever we discussed owm
gituation, the crown prince and the
commander of the Sixteenth army
corps, Lieutenant General von Muodra
fared worst,

The troops In the Argonne forest be
longed to the Sixteenth corps, the Thir
ty-third and Thirty-fourth divislons
Nelther the crown prince nor YVon Mud.
ra had ever been seen In the trenches
One of the members on the crows
prince's staff was the old field mar
shal, Count von Hsaeseler, former com
mander of the SRixteenth corps, who.
before the wnr, was considered a huo
man flend. These fhree called Clover
Leaf by the soldiers, were far more de
splsed by most of the men than were
the French cannon, which sought our
misernhle lives.

The Hohenzollern helr did not find
life hard at his headquarters several
kilometers bhehind the battle front, It
was for him mnke himself
popular with his order to go uhead at
the cost of thoussnds of lives. He was
very well liked umong the high oflicers,

ensy o

with whoum he sat behind a stove &
though the progress was not TFast
enough for them,

He honored Von Mudra with the or-
der “Pour la Merire,” but of the sal
dlers he never hnd s thought.

They had not seen a bed for months
They were never glven a chance (o re
move their clothing.

They vecelved only shells and stael
and were almost eaten up by vermim.
They were covered with lice. There
was scarcely enough water for drink.
ing purposes, to say nothing of water
for washing thelr clothes.

Our halr and beards were long and
when we were given some hours of
rest the lice would not let us sleep
While we were In the trenches the hul-
lets did not do much damage but daily
men were killed by indirect fire. The
thousands which whizzed through the
alr every minute flow over cur heads.

They struck trees or branches and
glanced off, striking the men lo the
trenches. Fulling to plerce thelr ob-
ject directly they tore terrible gaping
wounds mas they entered the men's
howlles stdewavs, Whenever we heard
charges concerning dum-dum bullets,
we thought of cross-shots, al-
though we never doubted the existence
of the dum-dums,

Whether

these

o= evot dum-dum  bullets

(To be continued)
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