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POTASH NOT KNOWN IN BAST
(Continued from Page 1.)
consimed annually about 250,000
tons of K2-0, at a cost to the consum-
ers of approzimately $16,000,000.
Ninety per cent of this went into fer-
tilizers, of which the greater part
was used In the cotton ficlds, This
consumption in the Unlted States was
reduced in 1917 to about 25,000 tone,
Composition of Lake Brines.

*The strong water in the Nebraska

-

lake I8 called brine. Two things
stand out prominently in  determin-
ing value of branes, viz, the per

centnge of absolute salts and the per-
centage of K20 in  the salts. The
brines contain compounds prineipally
of potassium and sodium, and traces
of magnesium, ealelum, iron, ete, The
compounds are principally sulphates,
carbonates and chlorides, The rela-
tive amounts of sodium and potash
vary considerably in the potash re-
glon, and there is a yet wider'range
if the lakes of the whole sand hill
country are considered.

By the percentage of potash
meant the per cent in the water or in
the solids of the water For example
a brine running 18 per cent solids
and 28 per cent of that as potash
(K20) would be reported: potash, 28
or as potash, 4.44, Both these are cor-
rect, but they refer in the one case
to the solids and in the other to the
water and salts combined

Under a refining procesa such as

“ae two of the Nebraska plants are in-
atalling these other chemieals, now
rescured In eastern chemlecal works,
will be extracted. At present prices
thair value I8 greater than potash,
and ig thus one bulwark agatnst Ger-
man competition after the war.”

There Ia one monoply long enjoyed
by Germany, one which, it was hoped
by all eohorts of the kalser, could be
nged as a most powerful lever in open
ing up renewed commerce with the
world after the war ia over. This is
the monopoly of potash,

There are two fields undcr German
control wherein are contained the
greatest known deposits of mnatural
potagh. These deposits are in Prus-
sia and in Algace-Loraine. Fer many
years the production and refining of
potash has been strictly under gov-
ernment control. Abour one hun-
dred companies in Germany prior to
the war operated the potash plants,
"All were under government direction
and these concerns constituded a
magnificent syndicate which virtually
controlled the supply of potash used
in agriculture and in the other in-
dusiries. Only one-half of the pot-
ash prepared for commerco was al-
lowed to be exported, the other half
retained being wholly utillzed in agri-
culture and in the manufacture in
encies ruled by the kaiser.

One German Club in the Discard

Some of the most noted among the
German gelentists, and the other kul-
tured and foresighted ones tn the In-
ternational affairs of the Fatherland,
f have confidently helieved, and have
expressed freely their convictions
that th's great German monoply, if
nothing elae, would foree the entente
powers to most favorable torms of
peace from the German viewpoint,
They reazoned and argned that by
cutting off the supply of potash the
industrial world would be seriously
hampered in scores of most tmportant
and necessary pursuits,

But these scientists and wlly states-
men knew not—and they did not
know they knew not—that In the
United States vast deposits of potash
were avallable, and only needed such
a calamity as the present war to sel
into motion American enterprise and
genius for the development and the

ia

i

potazh which nature has provided

United States the Kalser's Good Cuse
tomer

Necessgity ia the mother” of the
potagh industry in the United States,
Prior to the breaking out of the war
Germany supplied approximately 80
per eont, of the potash used through-
out the world How great has been
the demand for this eqzenatinl element
in the United States is snown by the
figures from the Cenous Bureau ro-
ports and the statistics supplled by
the Department of Commerce. The

United States for venrs hhs bheen one |

two-thirds of
the United

been producing about
all potash produced In
Sitea Nebraska's potnsh resources
are epormous.  The feld extends
from North Platte vlver in the
western central part of the state to
the Niobrars and the Long Pine
These deposita are In the hundreds
|of small lakes located In the sand
1hilla. principally in Sheridan, Gordon
and Cherry countiea, Of these lnkes
there are approximately 700, all of
them carr'ng potash, and about 100
| which have been tested run from five
to nine per cent!, earbonate of potash

the

of Gormany's best patrong 1n so for ! The lakea range in size from 15 to
as potash is considered. In 1913 {200 and 400 peres The deposita of
201,220 tons of muriate of potash | potash in these lake beds run from
and 42,745 tons of sulphate of potash 'gight to 20 feet in depth

the
varioun

were lmportated into
The total potash in
purchased from

country
forms

which we Germany less than three years ago started in
that yvear was valued at $1.929.124. 'the potagh business In  these fields, |
In 1916 our total importations of pot- and in a1 modest way, are rated as
ash amounted to 4, 653 rtons, valued millionnires. Three exclusive pot-
nt £1,007.228 ash have been built up, and neurly a

From a priee of 30 a ton, sen thousand hande are employed in the

board in Ameriea, In December, 1913,
there was an advance to $600 a ton In
December, 1915, No wonder such pd-
vanee in price of a commodity that a
civilized country must have greatly
stimulated search for supplizs of pot-
nsh In this country, It isa one of the
most neccossary things in American
industries. It an essentinl in
hundreds of trades. It  had been a
commodity so cheap that there was
no inclination for Americins to make
serious effort to produce 1t in a com-
mercial way, In fact in the Statisti-
cal Abstract of the United States for
1915 no mention is made of the pro-
duction of potash in this country.
Bven though the Geological Survey
and the Bureau of Soils have made
exhuustive reports on minerals and
things under the jurisdiction
of thege government bureaus, little
data had been gathered up to 1915
of the potash resources of the coun-
iry.
Passed Up With Few Words

In the Year Book of the depart-
ment of Agrieulture for 1915, the
statement is made: “There are four
possible domestle sources of potash:
The giant kelp of the Pacific coast
from lower California to Alaska; the
alunite deposits, mainly in the moun-
tains of Ttah; the feldspathic rocks
of the eastern part of the United
States and the mud of Searles Lake
in California."

In the Agriculture Department re-
port issued in 1916, in an article by
Frederick W, Brown, assistant in
charge of investigatjon of fertilizer
resources, Bureau of Soils, futher
reference is made to the sources of
potash, and for the first fimn'nﬂ'i:-inl
recognization I8 given to the potaszh
Inkes of Nebraska, which were at
that time being utilized in a modest
way, and which were passed upon
with the statement: “While the size
of these lakes precludes the possibili-
ty of their ever furnishing u large
supply of potash, It I8 to he honed
that the operators will suceeed in
perfecting their process so ns to be
nble to continue production upon a
return of normal concitions.**

Private RNesearch Rewarded

If the clover scientists in charge of
our geological Investigations knew so
little about the existence of potash in
this country, it appears that the Ger-

Is

other

Crop of New Millionaries
Already some of the ploneers who

Iindustry, which s the newest in A-
meriea, and the permanency of which
Becins a certainty

The story of oill, of gold or any
other like discovery ig not more in-
teresting than that of potash In the
Nebraska fields; and the story of pot-
ash in the U'nited States is now only
in its first chapter, and no doubt the

(aubgequent onesg will be fully as in-
teresting
Aceursed Lakes Turned to Dlessings

For years and years the “alkali”
lakes of the Nebraska sand hille, now
g0 valuable for the potash they con-
tain, were considered worse than
worthlesa, In fact a2 nuisance to bhe
avoided. From their warers ecattle
wouldn't drink. nor would hogs wal-
low in them: they were even avoided
by the flocks of wild ducks passing
over them, and apparently their only
| redeeming features was that they
were never the hreeding places of
mosquitoes. They were the curse of
the homesteader, the bane of the eat-
tle and the sheepmen and thoroughtly
damned by every thirsty man.

Golden Opportunities Passed Up inr $140 a ton .

A few years ngo when the Kin-
kead homestead law was enacted, hun
dreds of homeseekers rushed into the
sand-hills hoping that on the &40
acres allowed them they eould, raise
a little stock and manage to build a
home. Many of these homesteaders
found part of their claims covered by
the alkali lakes, Many of them afier
a year or two abandoned thelr claims.

One of these Kinkniders some day
will come to a realizatlon, If he has
not already experienced it, that he
passed up the one great opportunity
of his life, He filed on a soction In
the southern part of Sherldan rounty
'Three hundred acres of his claim was
covered with one of these abominable
alkali lakes, a shallow, no-good pateh

of water wherein the sitmiost kind of |

fish could not be found. He cussed
hiz misfortune, he econdemned the
country as he would the infernal re-
glong, and picked up stakes and
moved to parts not known. His de-
parture was just at the time when it
was quietly whispered about that
these alkali lakes contained potash,
His abandoned claim was “jumped"
by a man who was looking for jus
what it eontained, and today the con-
demned lake is giving up aally sev-

mans should know still less. But eral hundred dollars worth of potash,
faets are that in the [United States and most conservative potash experts
are vast deposits of potash, great estimate that there is still to be taken

fielda which have been hardly inves-
tigated, and as private redearches

| proceed the vastnoss and the value

of these depositg are becoming known
In the Sand Hills ot Nebraska

Duwing the past year the so-called |
utilization of these groat supplies of (sand hill country of

Nebraska has

out of the once-considered no-good
shallow puddle. This man i{s only one
|of the many who have missed out in
the alkall country.
An Unknown Gift to Helrs
A prominent Nebraska eattleman,
now dead, some years ago purchased

MAZOLA

i

Helps the housewife to save butter, lard, suet;
improves fried foods and salad dressings.

OOD Administrator Hoover says that 375,000 tons of animal fats can be

saved yearly if one-third ounce less is used per capita per day—and be asks
every American to do his share.

He says use vegetable oils in cooking.

And thousands of housewives today are congratulating themselves that they

have at last found —in Mazola—a vegetable oil which is even betser than the old
cooking mediums.

Mazola is a pure product from American corn,

It browns food quickly, preventing that greasiness and sogginess which
used to be so prevalent in fried or sautéd dishes.

And since Mazola does not carry taste or odor from one food to another it
can be used over and over again—a great force for economy.

If you want an especially delicious mayonnaise or French dresin
is no need to give up salads because of the uncertain supply or hibﬁl

use Mazola. There
prices of olive oil.

Get Mazola from your grocer in pint, quare, half-gallon or gallon tins,
The large sizes are the most economical. Also ask for the free Mazola Book of

Recipes —or write us direct.

Your money refunded | Mazols

17 Battery Place

docs oot give entire satislaction.

Corn Products Refining Company

New York

{ Potash Not a Plker's Game

an 4000-acre ranch, paying $32,000
for it After he bought It he digcov- |
ered that it Included o 100-aere lake

He asked a rebute of 2100 from the

man from whom he purchased it It
jwas not given Today the helrs of
the eattleman ave operating a potaah

reduction plant and estimate that the
lake contalnes more than & milllon |
(dollars worth of potash

Rapid Bullding of Potash Towns |

This I8 only n fragment of the his-
'lur,v of potash in Amerien The fu-
ture will disclose the reat In the
meantime great plants are running
night and day and other mnmmnih{
planta are being  built The three
potash towns of the Nebraska sand-
hills are Holfland, the first one where
potash was sathered in o small way;
Lakeside, which for yvears was 4 eat
teloadine statlop on the Burlington
rallrond, and Antioch where two
Jdarge refineries are raning and other
being bullt At Laxeside, n
:I‘III'|1|I;|I‘I_\' which wps put out of Ilm‘
brewing business at Omata by the
state prohibltory amendment, is bulld
inz an Immense plant and utilizing
the machinery which it formerly used
in making beer This plant repre-
senta an oxpenditure of more than
2200000,

Sand Hills Potash Production

: One authority on fertillzeors writ-
'ing on the subieet of potash makes
the statement that in 1917 the total
loutput of potash was approximately
(15,000 tons, and this s mainly
'eredited to the utilization of the
Pacific kelp beds, the Searles Lake
and the Nebraska alkall lakes. The
|faet is that of erude potash Nebraska
alone produced approximately 62,600

0Ones

tons.  From Hoffland, the ploneer
| potasgh town of the 1'nited Rtates,
there were shipped 718 ear  loade

during 1917; from Antioch, 496 ecar
loads and from Lakeside, 351 enr
Iloads. With an average of 40 tona to

| tlons,
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wore venturesome enought to start Soap as Germ Destroyer.
in the game will keep gathering in Lately medicnl sclence has beon try-
the dollurs. Fortunstely they have | ! to find out to what degree the
been not stock peddlers, but legitl- chemical action of Roap enn be de
mate ploneers, level-headod moen :‘.‘;“‘;‘_"’ '“'“: o e d":“""" of germa
its the succesas they haive attained. sosly

It will bo intoresting to wateh the
progress of the polash industry In
our own country—an industry that
gives n heavy blow to German ambit-

declares that “nll soaps possess anth
geptic properties In some degree, and
that any germs rubbed Into soap ot
dropped upon ita surface are not capm
ble of multiplication.”

ia the new “cold
bottle" to enjoy with the
immemorial ""hot bird"
~-a soft drink in the
strictest sense, but the
liveliest, nippicst appe-

tizer imaginable — rich
in the flavor of nutritive
cereals and imported
Saazer hops. BEVO
makes good things to
eat taste even better—
and it's healthful,

ANHEUSER-BUSCH
Bt. Louis, U.8 A.

KING’S CORNER

Alliance Distributors for Bevo

the car the tonnage stated Is derived
at. The price of potask ls ahout $5 |
per unit.  The coneceatrates from the
Nebragka fields run about 28 per eent
which brings the product to a value
Thus it ean he ensly
estimated that the potash industry
enriched Nebraska about $8.764.000
in 1917.

The potash game Is a big one, |
While the ploneers in It had little
ecapital, it has advanced so thot now it
requires hundrods of thouaands of
dollars to engnge In it with any as-|

3

W 7
! AU i Aty Ve
Dray Phone 64

Dze & Owens

Transfer Line

. HOUSEHOLD GOODS

moved promptly and
TRANSFER WORK
solieited.

Residence Phone 636 and Blue 574

surance of sueccoss. The wooden |

gtave pipe lines which must be used I_
for the conveyvanes of the water from
ihe Iakes is expensive costing mnrﬂ|
than £3.500 a mile. A reducing plant
cannot be well built for less than |
FI150,000. At Antioch a plant will |
soon be completed represonting an in-
veastment of a half millton dollars, ]

Stitl a Baby Indnstry

| Some men now in the potash indus-
try n few yvears ago would feel rich
had they a hundred dallars eash. To-
day thay are trying to  declde wh::'l]
they ean best do with their incomesa
ranging from $£500 to 21,000 o day.
{Still the Indutry is in swaddling |
clothes. 1TIn the bad lands of South |
Dakota, In North Dakota, Montnna, |
Wyoming and othor western atates an |
| far as Oregzon are lakes sim!ar to !
the lakes in the Nebraska bad lands. |
These lakos ore now  attracting at- |
tention.  They mean that forever the
| Unitad States is Independent of Gor- |
imany insofar as potas’ /18 eoncerned. f
| Even though the wise ones In the |
,Geologleal Survey and othor hurmnmJ
in Washington have had thelr eves
closed and made a lot of gue's wo~k
| be accepted as facts. tho potash In-
dustry promises to thrive. Soon as
:nri\'mv enterprise nroves the ereat-
nesg of this particular induatry there
| will he vo'uminous “official” renorts
| Tt nromiges to equal Wyoming el In
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cision is soon to be made for or

The more money loaned our
will be shed.
in war securities in the form of

They cost $4.13 now. The 25 cent
do not bear interest, but sixteen of
#4 in payment on a $5 stamp which

These ““bhaby bonds’' are intend

mounts up to §1,000,

ment. Let us tell you about them,

- FIRSTNATIONA

this repa=d

Save American Blood—
Buy More War Stamps

The government must have money now, The de-
against
Which way it will go depends upon the money loan-
ed the government to carry on the war,

government the
sooner the war will end—the less American blood

The government has issued two billion dollars
26-cent
Stamps'” and $5 “*War Savings Stamps.”’

The 5 War Savings Stamps are little govern-
ment bonds, bearing 4 per eent eompound interest.

who are not able to loan the government more than
25 cents or $5 at a time, but they ean be bought in a-

We sell both kinds of stamps for the Govern-

| Alliance, Nebraska

Ameriea,

“Thrift

Thrift Stamps
them are worth
does.
ed for investors

LBANK

Potash has never been of sufficient
| importance in the United States to
{appeal as being worthy of any special
legislation for the regulation of its
production But there has been a
'sudden change, and astute men a-
mong the national lawmakers have
L turned their attention toward it.
Will There Be a Monopaly  Like

Germany

Perhaps some people have heard
of or read about the Walsh-Pittman
bill recently passed by the Senate,
and now lingering before the House
This bill is to “encourage and pro- |
mote the mining of coal, phoaphale,1
oil, gas, potassium and sodium on the |
public domain.”” Note the intent of |
the measure, then look up in the
Congressional Record the amend
ments to the original ararted nill!
There ig plenty specifie chanpes as to
oll and eoal, but strange as it may
seem, considering the importance of
potash just now, there 15 not a
single modification as to phosphate
and potassium Let It be noped that
the bill will encourage the potash
industry. Let [t also be hoped that
this most promising Industry wiil not
become a monopoly like some others
in similar commoditiea, The provi-
glon of the Walsh-Pittman bill are
moat liberal, and provide for the
leasing by the Government of mineral |
and oll-producing landa 1n tracts nnt|
to exceed 2,560 acres to any Individ-!
unl or ecorporation,

Fake Promoters Not Yet in Evidence

So far the potash business has been
free from “wildeatting® but (ts rain-
bow-like Lues will attract the wily|
promoters, and we will soon have |
numerons fool-seekers and hluo—uhyi
artists in the limelight, and the tales |
of great fortunes mede quickly In pot
ash will be played up In the most in- |
i teresting style of the sure-t™ing OD{‘I"-.'
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Order Your

l

you. The car shortage exists, I

to get coal.

We've got coal to sell you today.
to put into your bin.
ooal and it's a fair price.

thing—act. It will prove to your

F. W, HARGARTEN, Mgr. PHONE 22

iator. In the interim the ones who |

Coal Supply Early

It is the wise thing to do—
You'll say so this winter, too.

If we could make plain to you the situation, we know
that you would put im your winter's coal supply now.
We are not trying to scare you, but we are trying to tell

t may wok o you like

everything is moving, but you'll appreciate what we tell
you when winter comes and it may be next to impossible

We've got coal today

We can't promise more. It's good
We urge you to get busy—

advantiage,

Dierks Lumber & Coal Co.

111 Laramie Ave.




