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STOCK PRODUCERS

Satement Before  Interstate (om-
merce Commission in Matier of
Proposed Frelght Rate Inerease

——— -

In connection with the attempt of
the rallronds to secure n ralae in
freight rates of fifteen per eent, w
statement was made before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission, in
behalf of the Natlonal Live Stock KEx-

| handied with a minimum of loss, and
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teate have shown that in the handl-
ing of the highest grade of boel cal-
tle used In this country, namely, cat-
tle for kosher killing, moving from
woertern murkets to New York abba-
toirs, the average loss and damage
eclnims pald will approximate but 30
per oar,

Only lust week 200 head of 187
potund siwers moved by boat from
Santa Hosa Island, off the California |
congl, by water and rall 2,100 mijes
to Kunsas Clty where they broke all
ricords for prices pald for California
eattls Not an andmal was lost and
the shipment was handled through in

change and tbe live stock producers
and shippers of the country by €. B
Heinemann, Secretary, the Natlonal
Live Stock Exchange, on June 11th,
1917,

The statement made by My, Helne-
mann was as follows:

General Statement

The producers and shippers of live
stock are In this proceeding con-
fronted with the proposal of the car-
riers to effoct a horizontal incroase
of 156 per cent in all interstate live|
stock rates. We are Informed, thru
the public press and by preceding wit-
nessses, (that an unprecedented emer-
gency exists so far as the rallronds
are concerned, and that to afford
them rellef the men upon whom we
depend to supply the world with the
food most needed by fighting men—
moeat—must increase the amount of
freight charges paid to the rallronds
that they (the rallroads) may there-
by accumulate a grealer surplus to
the end that the great railroad com-
panies may attain greater prosperity
and gain furthr control over their
gmaller and less forfunate competi-
tors.

It must be conceded that an emer-
gency exists, and that if our country
i# to succeed In its avowed and no-
ble intentlon to “"make the world
gafe for Democracy,” then all must
share allke in the supreme test, and
the ery of ‘“emergenty’™ must not be
raiged by any particular  element
merely to Insure that element or
faction unusual or unjustifinble pro-
fits at the expense of the public.

The recoent appeal of our Presi-
dent to his felllow-countrymen urg-
ing the importance and necessity of
the production of adequate food sup-
plies, has not fallen upon deaf and
unresponsive ears, so far as the Am-
eriean farmers and live stock produc-
ers are concerned; and the reult so
earnestly urged by our Chief Execu-
tive are belng undertaken by both
and In their concerted naction they
have shown themselves devoted “‘to
the service, without regard to profit
or material advantuge and with en-
ergy and Intelligence."

The llve stock producers are lah-
oring under the existing em«rgency
to a greater degree than arve the car
rlers of the country, and regardiess
of the comparatively high prices be-
ing pald for live stock witnesses have
shown that the advancing prices of
foed stufls ronder profitable produc-
tion of live stock practically mpos-
gible under existing conditions. |

We are. ln this statement, primar-
ily concerned with the transportation
of live stock and will
gelves to that feature, leaving to oth-
org the guestion of the financial af-
fairs of the earriers.

Live 8tock traffic, go far us the vol-
ume I8 concerned, s a trainlond
movement, and the great market cen-
ters of the country, roceiving as they
do, hundreds of thousands of cars
each year, receive the stock in solid
traing, in which are handled from 20
to 60 and sometimes more cars per
trains. Manifestly, this Is the econ-
omical method of handling traffic of
any sort, and by consolidation in this
manner the unit cost of operating is
reduced to the minimum,

In the handling of no other com-
modity are the carriers able to obtain

|

]

the efficient utilization of equ'pment [the so-called emergency; and, as the |
witnesses have admitted, their pres-

a8 in the case with live stock. Op-
erating witnesses recetnly testitled,
in Docket No. 98239, that live stock
trains containing 40 cars were often
unloaded in 40 minutes; that the
same engine and erew bringing the
train to the chutes, awaited the un-

address our- son to

good shupe merely becuuse It wus ne-
corded intelligent handllag.

Some of the wostern roads, by
pdopting  protective measgres sl
handling their live stock shipments
Just ax they should be handled hoave
reduced thelr elulm  payments to a
figure much below the avernge of all
frefight. One Hope in partlieular has
eliected & reduction  during o five-
yoar period of 70 per cent The
direstest difficulty in the handling of
live stock has been to have the op-
erating officials recognize the differ-
ence betwoeen handling that - traflie
und the handling of coul tranins. If
we were (o put the handling of live
stock under intelligent operation the
claim factor would cense Lo exist.

While some of the currlers have
displyyed wisdom and intellizgence In
the handling of llve stock trafMe and
matters pertalning thereto others
make no sttempt to handle the traf-
flc except in & haphazard manner and
with the apparent intention of ridd-
ing thelr line of it at the earliest
possible moment. Neither do these
curriers make any attempt o effect
economies in operation so far as
handling this traffic I8 concerned.
Only recently new rules governing
hoof welght deductions were publish
od In the Western Trunk Line terri-
tory. These rules constituted such a
radical departure from the rules
heretofore existing that some of the
markets found it impossible to work
under them, Take, for example, the
gituation at Omaha, one of the first
markets to adopt ‘he hoof weight
system; the Burlington road an-
nounced that when the arrangemont
was Installed at that point, due to the
discontinnance of the track scaling,
it resulted in their saving $60,000
per yeur at that point. The promul-
gatlon of the burdensome rules has
resulted iIn the cancecllation of the
Omaha agreement, so that unless cor-
rective measures are immediately
adopted, the Burlington, In common
with all other Omahla lnes, will have
to agiin resorl to the expensive meth-
od of track scaling thelr shipments
of live stock. In the adoption of the

changed rules no attempt was made
to confer with those Interested in the
Omaha miarket to ascertaln what ef-
feet the change would have at that |
paint, nolwithstanding t' ey had |
agrecd to consult with those people
before any change of this kind would |
be attempted, This is merely ;.-.h-n-|1"
as an Mustration to show that in-
gtead of trying to effect economios in
all directions, some of the railroads
are procecuing without rhymme or rea-
make the handling of live
glock us burdensome and expensive
10 themscelves as possible, and Inei-
dentally, Inatead of encournging pro-
duectlon and shipment of live stock,
thelr every action is apparently de-
voted to the effort to discourage the
producers and harass the shippers,
We subuit that the live stock pro-
ducers und shippers of the country
are contributing wmoere than their
ghare to the prosperity of the ear-
rlers.  While fully recognizing the
necessity of efficlency in the opera-
tion of tho railroads, yet the evidence
gubmitted by witnesses for the car-
riers show conclusively that their
present financial condition is suffici-
ent to tide them over the period of

ent returns regardless of the alleged
increased operating cost, will enable
them to declare their usual dividends
and will not cause them to encroach

upon their surplus,
The live stock industry is extreme-

loading and moved the cmpty cars
back to their terminals, and that the
customary method of operation was
for the cars arriving in the early
morning hours to be ready to be re-
turned to service before the noon of

the same day. This same road (the! bee he subject of
R N W) has dolivered more than | DIoreey oot o ooy o

one thousand loads of stock at the
Chiea
car was unloaded before 9 A. M. If
other trac could be handled with such
a high rat of effclency car shortage
would be unknown and car surplus
would be the general rule.

The terminal expense of handling
live stock has been found by the
Commission in every case to be less
than the terminal expense of handl-
ing other traffic, At all great mar-
ket centers where live stock is hand-
led in volume, the treminal churge is
unifo y & small sum and much
lower than that provided by the car-
riers under what they term their re-
eiprocal terminal arrangement be-
tween road baul lines. The switch-
ing charge for switching services
performed by separate terminal com-
panies at the stock yards range from
75¢ to $2.50 per car. In the small
localities, the customary switching
charge of road haul lines will range
from $4 to $9 per car for similar ser-
vice. All of these -faclors tend to
justify the lowest possible rate for
the transportation of live stock, and
serivos consideration should be giv-
en to the economic feature before per
mituing any increase in the present
interstate rates, some of which are
undoubtedly upon too high a plane
and should, therefore, be reduced.

The question of claims has been
repeeatedly referred to as a faclor
Justitying increased rates, yet a com-
pilation made by the Commission in
its 29th Aunnual Report shows that
almost 88 per cent of the claims paid
on live stock are chargeable to delay
and more than 19 per cent to the
rough handling of cars. Both of
causes ure avoldable causes,

market in one day and every [ proceeding it Is proposed to investi-

1y sensitive to adverse conditions,
and nothing should be done to dis-
courage these producers in their ef-
fort to supply our country and our
allies with meat products.

The live stock trafiic sitnation has

special investigation by the Commis-
gion under Docket No. 8436. In that

gate all of the rates, rules and regu-
lations governing the transportation
of their commodity. The shippers,
through their various organizations
have been engaged for many months
in the collection and preparation of
data for presentation to theé Commis-
sion. While the carreirs have re-
peatedly expressed their desire to ob-
taln Increased rates following the dis
posal of this case, the indieations are
that when all of the facts are present-
ed to this Commission reductions will
be required of them in many cases,
since it will be clearly demonstrated
that many of our Interstate live stock
rates are unjust and unreasonable
and not at all in line with the cost of
oneration.

T+t these carriers look about them
and put their operation and handling
of live stock upon a sensible basis; no
greater co-operation will be found
than from the live stock shippers.

We, therefore, earnestly urge that
the Commission deny these carriers
permission to advance the live stock
rates of t' ¢ country or that the en-
tire proceeding, so far as their pro-
posal |8 concerned with respect to
live stock, be joined with Docket No.
8408, 8o all of the facts may be be-
fore the Commission,

“ Respectfully submitted,
¢, B. HIENEMANN, Sec.
National Live Stock Exchange
TAFT RECOMMENDS Y
CHAUTAUQUAS

Former President Willlam H. Taft
has written the following letter in-
tended for general circulation among
the chautauqua people:

“I do not see any reason why the
chautauguas should not go on this
summer as they have in the past
The great body of our people need
information on the supjeet of the war

and need to hear discussions of the
issues  which the chautauquas pre-
pent., The withdrawal of a million
goldiers, or even two milllon, will
leave a large number of people still
in the country.”

Sinecerely yours,

Willlam H. Tart.

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS |
WANI T0 FIGHT

Gowmdrich Hepresentatives Returns to
United States With Interesting |
Facts on war Countries 1

SCome new Interesting \‘in\t‘ptlillfll+
of the wolrd wanr were disclosed hyl
Vietor van der Linde, gooarich repre |
gtentative who returnea fro mwnr|
ridden BEurope, Juifle 19th,

Starting last Christmas, Mr. Van
der Linde traveled throug® Norway,
Hweden, Findland and Russia, doing
apecinl technlenl work fgr the Good-
rich Co, Hwo spent conslderable time
in Moscow and Petrograd. Mr. Van
der Linde wag in the Russian Capitol
when the revolution broke out and
witnessed the exciting times attend-
ing the abdiction of the Czar and the
geizing of the Government by the
couneil of soldiers and working men.

““1 have great confidence in the
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new Russinn Government doing its ‘'a united Russin, it = my opinion the

share In the struggle against German
wutoerncy,” sald Mr. Van der Linde
"The new Government is determined
to stand shoulder to shoulder with
England, France and the United
Stutes, The soldlers are over anxi-
ous o continue the fight. But the
dlswensions has been among the work;:
ing men engaged In manufacturing
munitions of war. The workers are
virtunlly on a general  strike for
higher wages ™

“The American Commission head-
e by Elihu Root have put new con-
fidence into the Russian people. When
the workers return to their shops and
supply the soldiers with clothing,
food and ammunition, Ruasia will
fight as she never hus before Inher
history."”

Defore Mr., Van der Linde's recent
trip, he wus assoclated with the Paris
offite of the B. F. Goodrich Co. Since
the outbreak of the world war, he
was in close touch with the Goodrich
Factory at Colombes, France, “You
have no dea,” sald Mr. Van der
Linds “of how Impressed the French
people are with the United States
joining the Allies. They have a tre-
mendous admiration for everything
American. France places utmost
confidence in the ability of the Unit-
eod Siates to sway victory to the Al-
les ™

“Eeven with the help of America,”
continned Mr. Van der Linde, “and
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WILL EQUAL IF NOT SUR-
PASS OMAHA AND LINCOLN
The big feature of Nebraska's ma-
terial progress during the next Afty
years, in my opinion, will pe the re-
|clamation und development of that
‘portion of her territory lying west of
(the 100th meridian. No prophetie
vision is needed to justify this fore-
cast. The movement is already well
under way, ag all who have visited
[the sugar beet fields of the North
Platte valley, and the potato, alfalfa
and pure-bred stock farms of the,

under two years

Room
®1.00 up
[ Room with bath, $1.50 up.
~ Cafe prices most reasonable
in City,

Fireproof Sprinkler System.
—Complete Safety.

Management, Rome Miller

bhath,

erstwhile sand hill region, well
'know. That the potential resources

iul this section of Nebraska have |
lsearcely been  touched is suggested

| by the recent digcovery of potash de- l Flm.OUS
Ipogits near Alllance. Long vefore  Collins
the time limit covered by this sur- |

vey ia reached I believe the mnula-]saddle
tlon and wealth of eastern Nebraska |

will have been overtaken by “l,.l Beat
“West end” and that Scottsbluff, Ger- made,
ing, Alllance, Chadron and North |stood the test
Platte will equal in comemrcial im- for G50 years
portance, if they do not actually sur- | Write for free
pass  Omaha and I;im‘oln.-——(‘-lnrkiulllo(lla.

Perking of Aurora in State Journal, . )
- Alfred Cornish & Comp'y
Successors to Collins & Morrison
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Don't burn your old papers, mag-
azines and mall-order catalogs. We

buy them. Alliance Herald, phmwl

340, 1210 Farnam St., Omaha, Neb.

Safe

Call Us Any Time--Day or Night

F.

Rosenbaum Bros. & Co.

Live Stock Commission Merchants

- Stock Yards Station, Omaha, Nebraska

Chicago, Illinois - Sioux City, Iowa

R. R. Keenan, Cattle Salesman

. Crone, Feeder Buyer
E. G. Smith, Hog Salesman
E. V. Keagle, Office

Orders for Feeding Cattle,

G. J. Ingwersen, Manager and Cattle Salesman

G. S. Campbell, Sheep Salesman
F. E. Randall, Sheep Salesman

Jos. Krejci, Hog Salesman

Sheep or Lambs

Prompt
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