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Notorious Combine Runs County Convention and
Forces Adoption of Mitchell’s Resolutions
Bristling with Falsehoods.

By JOHN W. THOMAS, Editor

Where Am 1
At?

Like Finne-
gin, I'm ‘“out
agin and in a-
gin." I thot
1 was a demo-
erat, but the
notorious Mit-
chell - O'Keefe
combine, after
running their
well olled
steam roller
over me, back
amnd forth, seven times, kicked me
eut, threw me over the transom,
ehucked me In my political grave, at
the democratic county convention in
Alllance, July 7, 1914, Dut the dead
shall rise again.

If I were as young and as inexper-
lepeed in such matters as 1 once was,
1 would feel bad; as it {8, I am glad.
1 feel like saying, 'O goody,” or
“@lory” or something else express-
ive of my feelings. I am proad of
tha distinetion that has been con-
ferred upon me,

I bave seen steaimn rollers before.
1 have seen them operated, too. Some
of thoge who engineered the running
eof the steam roller over me are not
imexperienced, I remember very dis-
sinetly seeing them assist in  that
kind of work once before. One day
four years ago this summer 1 was
down at Grand Island, Nebraska.
There were quite a number of peo-
ple in the old town that day, and
they were mostly democrats and
sear-democrats. It was the occas-
iem of that long-to-be-remembered
damocratic state convention ¢f 198170,
1 went out to the big tent in the
prove where the show was staged.
Puring the proceedings of that day,
1 saw stand on the platform before
vhat throng of people a man who
fer many years had been my politie-
al idol. While he sat in that conven-
vion and when he stood before that
erowd, a giant of manhood and cour-
age, a lot of rufnecks on the out-
skirts of the crowd, joined by some
who were delegates to the conven-
tion, jeered the man whom I respect-
ed. I saw and heard some of the
men who took a leading part last
Tueaday in trying to discredit me,
langh in derision and hoot when the
mame of Willlam J. Bryan was men-
#oned in denunciation by the notor-
toms Mike Harrington, who was
eheered by the rabble.

1 feit bad then; I feel good now.

€an I forget these things? Will
1 keep quiet about them now? Will
1, while these same men, joined by a
few others who are crazy for an
appointive office, are resorting to
parefaced falsehoods and other Tam-
many methods Lo drive me out of Al-
Mance in order to save themselves
from exposure? Will I keep quiet?
Watch me.

I anticipate that some at a dis-
tance from Alllance who read this
will be horrified to see Willlam Mit-
chell and T. J. O'Keefe referred to
as “potorious” and “Infamous”, not
s® much in regard to Mitchell as
when applied to "Two-faced Tom'.

L&t them come to Alliance and In-
vestigate for themselves and their
Rorror will be on the other side.

There are some things in regard to
these two men that I will not publish
mow. The code of political ethics
which 1 follow will not permit me to
relate them while in the position of
amn opposing candidate, but any one
who |8 sufficiently interested to come
#0 Alllance and make an investiga-
son can easily find out what those
things are.

I am aware that an honest man
cannot but become indignant when
sontemplating the unfair and dishon-
erable means employed by hypocrit-
beal politicians to accomplish their
purposes, but in writing an account
of these things I shall endeavor, as
slways, to proceed “With malice to-
ward none, and charity for all; do-
mg the right as God gives me to see
e right."

Because W. J. Bryan has for many
ysars followed his econvietions in re-
sard to his personal life and has op-
posed political corruption in publie
Mfe, he has been accused many, msa-
my times of hypocrisy by politicians
m whose breasts the spark of sincer-
My has long since been snuffed out.
Moving as I do in & smaller sphere,
exactly the same conditions have ob-
mined on a smaller scale.

Ap has been pointed out thru The
Berald sinece | have been sditing it,
spponents of Mr. Bryan raised the
fmlse ery of “prohibltion'" against
kim In order to Influence a class of
veters, in whose Interests he was

really working but who were too ig-'

morant to reason for themselves,
bence were controiled thru their
prejudices by political heelers.
same {8 true concerning me and the
weatment I have recelved. When 1
sume to Alllance, I formed the ac-
euaintance of a leading business
man who was then and ig still a lead-

or in the temperance movement. 1
rrized his friendship then, as 1 do
now and always shall. I believe that
a more honorable business man nev-
er set foot on Nebraska soll. Miteh-
¢ll hated him, of course. It is natur-
al for him to hate a decent man. It
was because of the friendship of that
man, according to Mitchell's own
statement, that he began his fight on
me; but I would not part with the
good opinion of a man like the one
Mitchell so much hated, even if by
go doing I could get the highest of-
fice on earth,

Soon after I began editing this
paper, 1 began advocating the hold-
ing of an election for the purpose of
adopting the inltiative and referen-
dum, as the eity had the right to do
|nmier the Nebraska law as it then
stood., 1 deeired particularly that
the question of license should be set-
'tied by that method, in a peaceable
and orderly manner, instead of
causing strife and turmoil such
as I had known Iin other Nebraska
towns where the decision of the
question hinged upon the election of
“wet” or dry" candidates. William
Mitehell securing the co-operation of
others who go!l scared at the sugges-
tion, raised the false cry of “prohi-

bition'" and thereby deceived many
voters. In vain I told them that
the city could continue to have ga-

loons, If & majority wanted them.
The proposition was defeated. Since

Thel

then the privilege of deciding mun-
ieipal questions by direct vote has
been given the cities of Nebraska by
legislative enactment. It has been
tried twice in Alliance and i8 8o
much ‘hetter and more satisfactory,
just as 1 said it would bhe, that no
one now, so far as 1 know, openly
opposes that method here.

In order to make sure of con-
trolling the convention of the bosses
rheld last Tuesday, Mr. Mitehell pre-
viously raised the false cry of “pro-

hibitlon", publigshing it in connee-
tion with a number of barefaced
falsehoods in the Alliance Semi-

Weekly Times, the standpat repub-
lican paper of this eity and county,
altho I had previously stated in
| print that the issue was not the wet
and dry question, that no matter
how “‘wet” or how “dry” a man
might be, he would be aceeptable if
only fair, But the dodge worked for
the time, a8 it usually does for a
while, and gave him a cinch on some
votes that might otherwise have
been doubtful.

The County Conventlon

In giving a truthful account of
the county convention at which reso-
lutions were passed reading The
Herald out of the democratic party
and endorsing T. J. O'Keefe, I am
not ‘‘casting aspersions upon the
democracy of Box Butte county." 1
am defending the rank and file of
the party in the county outside of
that convention, and a considerable
number of those who were delegates,
and I will try to make this plain
enough to be understood. 1 state
my deliberate conviction in saying
that had the proceedings of that
convention been submitied to a vote
of the democrats at & general or pri-
mary election at which there was a
full or nearly full attendance, they
would have been voted down by an
loverwhelming majority. The reac-
tionary paper above referred to has
already published the names of the
delegates to the convention and the
secretary's minutes that the proceed-
ings were unanimous thruout. of
course, “unanimous”. If upon con-
vening the assemblage had turned

Ithe proceedings over to Willlam Mit-
chell and adjourned, the result
would have been exactly the same.

There were quite a number of
delegates permitted to sit in the con-
vention and give it somewhat the ap-
pearance of being a representative
gathering, who detest Willilam Mit-
chell and his methods and do not en-
dorse the resolutions that were
passed concerning The Herald and
('Keefe, and other proceedines of
|the so-called convention,
| It is defending these men and not
casting reflections upon them to pub-
11ish these facts

it is standing up in defense of the !

rank and file of the democratic party
of Box Butie county to publish the
|fact that searcely one-tenth of them
iwere at the cancuses where delegates
to the county convention were nam-
ed and that in some instances the
|attend was defeated by trickery

lnltend was defeated b ytrickery.

It is defending those men who
were permitted on some of the dele-
| Eations to give them the appearance
of falrness but were kept safely in
|the minority on each delegation that
'was controlled by the machine.
| 1 wish to request that Box Butte
|county readers who are interested In
|the matter, to keep this paper for
| reference, and when some henchmen
of Alliance's “Little Tammany”
‘'makes the statement

DEMOCRACY

east aspersions upon the democracy
of Box Butte county, or indiscrimin-
ately upon the members of the not-
orlous convention, pull this on them
and show them that what they say
in false,

Not only was trickery and pelitie-
ally dishonest methods used in con-
trolling the selection of delegates,
but that contemptible dodge, work-
ing upon religious prejudices, was
resorted to in order to insure a larg-
er attendance than could be muster-
ed by the opposition. 1 dislike ex-
ceedingly to mention matters of this
kind—it is repugnant to me—but I
cannol give a fair account of the
way in which this Tammany ma-
chine has been run without doing so.
What's the use in mincing matters,
anyway. Some people know the
facts, why not let everybody know
them? 1 am a loeal preacher. For
three years, since belng a resident of
Alliance, 1 was president of the Box
Butte County Sunday School Associ-
ation. At present 1 am acting sup-
erintendent of the Methodist Sunday
school of Alllance. These facts, cou-
pled with numerous misrepresenta-
tlons, trying to put into my mouth
things that I have never uttered,
have been worked overtime upon
the prejudices of persons of a differ-
ent religious faith. This in spite of
the fact that as editor of The Herald
I have taken particular paing to treat
fairly and well those who might dif-
fer with me on such matters. 1 have
testimonies to the fact that my ef-
forts in this direction have been ap-
preciated.

The political hyenas have howled
“preacher” and multiplied their
falsehoods in order to prejudice and
frighten timid voters who would be
my friends, {f they knew the.truth.
Thru The Herald I have already glv-
en the public some truth regarding
political conditions in Nebraska that
have not always been truthfully re-
ported. 1 expect to keep at it.  As
long as I do I expect to have the op-
position of corrupt political ma-
chines and receive unfair treatment
from them; but 1 know I have the
endorsement of a large part of the
people, in fact I firmly believe that
an overwhelming majority of the
people of western Nebraska who
know what Is transpiring here are
bucrking me with thelr sympuathies,
and T am encouraged to go on.

How It Was Done

To begin with, the chairman of
the state central committee recom-
mended that the county conventions
be held on Saturday, July 25, 1914,
and that the precinet eaucuses be
held on Thursday, July 23. Every
other county In the state will proba-
bly follow the state chalrman's rec-
ommendation. Why not Box Butte
county do the same? The reason is
VEry easy to see.
chine was in working order, At any
time he can summon practically his
entire strength within twenty-four
hours. The opposition was unor-
ganized and needed time., Mitchell
took advantage of the position he
held to not permit the time designat-
ed by the state chairman.

If you want to know more about
the strength of Mitchell's influence,
watch the primary election in Aug-
ust, and particularly the general elec-
tion in November,

Notice this: The state chairman
recommended that the precinet eau-
cuses be held at the usual voting
places. Were they? In the first
ward of Alliance, the precinet having
the largest delegation of any pre-
cinet in the county, the precinct
committeeman, acting under instruc-
tions from Mitchell. called the cau-
cus to be held in Mitchell's office, a
room not large enough to accommo-
date one-fourth of the democrats of
the precinet if they attended. The
caucus for that precinet was called
to meet at 7:30 p. m., an unusnally
early hour for summer evening meet-
ings in Alliance. Prior to that
time, a number of men appeared In
Mitchell's office with names type-
written on slips which they carried.
Before 7:30 p. m, had arrived the
elght delegates for the precinet had
been elected, As they were elected
by acclamation after being named
from the slips of paper ecarried by a
few persons, [ cannot say def-
initely how many participated in the
caucus. From the best information
I ean obtain, I am confident that
not more than eighteen were there
before the adjournment of the eau-
cus, and probably not more than
fourteen or fifteen. The business of
the caucus, was completed before
the time setl for it to convene. Per-
sons leaving the caucus after it had
anjourned met others coming at ex-
actly 7:30 o'clock, We hear about
the political corruption of New York
Tammany, and of the New Jesrey
machine that Woodrow Wilson help-
ed to clean out, and in Chicago and
various other places, but did any
one ever know of anything more rot-
ten than the stunt that has been pull-
ed off in Box Butte county?

The precinet committeeman of one
of the country precinets, that was al-
lotted four delegates, was told by
Chalrman Mitchell to select three
other men and for him and the three
he selected to be the delegates from
that precinct. Whether he did this
1 do not know.

The second ward of Alllance is an
example of the Mitchell forces secur-
ing & part of the delegation by being
organized and the opposition not or-
ganized, altho the opposition had an
overwhelming majority in the pre-
ecinet and a majority of aboutl two to

that I have‘oua in the caucus.

The Mitchell ma-|
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BOUND OVER TO
DISTRICT COURT

George Smith and T. K. Willlams,
CUharged with Robbing Ols Drug
Store, Plead Not Guilty

Alva Moon, alias QGeorge Smith,
formerly a convict in the Joliet, I11.,
penitentiary, and Thomas E. Rod-
gers, allas T. E, Willlams, who were
brought back to Alliance last Thurs-

from Council Bluffs, lowa,
where they were captured last week,
charged with robbing the Olde drug
slore at Hemingford of jewelry val-

ued at over $500, were given their
preliminary hearing before judge
Berty Wednesday afternoon., Both
men plead not gullty and were

bound over for trial before the dis-
trict court thig fall.

Sheriff Cal Cox aund Chief of Po-
lice Ovide Vine of Counecil Bluffs
both deserve credit for the way this
caseé was hundled. As soon as the
robbery was reported, Sheriff Cox
immediately got busy and sent cir-
culars throughout the country, with
a description of the men and of the
Jewelry stolen. The men were ar-
rested in Council Bluffs while trying
to pawn some of the stolen jewelry.
On one of them was found an ex-
press recelpt for a package shipped
from Long Pine, Nebr,, to Moon's
mother, at Mobile, Aln. The sheriff
in Alabama was notified and sent the
peckage to Council Bluffs, where It
wae found to contain most of the
stolen jewelry

The men put up the claim
they bought the jewelry from a
tramp at Long Pine, but gave no
reason for shipping the jewelry out
of the state., They had on them two
of the watches and part of the jew-
elry. They were placed under bond
of $1,000 each, which they were un-
able to furnish, The reward of $100
offered was sent to Chief Ovide Vine
this morning.

STUDY MUSIC
IN CHICAGO

Directors of the Alliance School of
Music Preparing for Enlarge-
ment of School This Fall

that

]
|

The Herald is in receipt of a let-!
ter from Mrs. Edith Swan Zediker,
jone of the directors of the Alliance |
School of Musie, written in (‘hlrm:u,l
July drd. Mrs. Zediker sald:

Just a line to inform you that |
Miss Burnett and myself are seitled |
in Chicago for a short period of stu-
dy under the best teachers available.
We are registered at the Cosmopoli-
tan Schocl, Miss Burnett with Mrs.
W. 8. Bracken and I am with Henry
P. Eames. Both of us are delighted
with our work so far.

We gave a program at Grace Epis-
copal church on June 30, and we
were very well recelved. We are In-
vestigating material for our new de-
partment of Expression and Dramat-
ic Art. It I8 our aim to establish
something very fine in this depart-
ment next year, and the outlook for
someone who will give us the very
best is very good indeed.

Very soon we will be able to an-
nounce thru your columns definitely
who our faculty for the ensuing year
will be.

Kindest regards
family, and Alliance.

Very sincerely,
EDITH SWAN—ZEDIKER.l
Chicago, 11l.,, 804 Michigan Ave.

P.8—We spent a very dellxhtfuﬂ
day in Des Moines on our way haw.l
guesis of Mr. W. M. Robinson and
the Haddorff Music House people. |
We were very agreeably surprised at |
| the splendid equipment of the Had-
|dorﬂ House both in instruments and

| sheet music, i

LANDS RESTORED
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Lands Will Be Subject (o Settlement,
Under Homestead Laws, after
August 17, 1914

=== |

By order of the First Assistant
Secretary of the Interior, issued June
18, 1914, the following described
lands were restored to the Public
| Domain and the same will be sub-
Ject to settlement, under the publie
land laws on and after Aug. 17, 1914,
at 9 o'clock a. m., and will be sub-|
Ject to entry, filiug or selection, on
Bept. 16, 1914, at 9 o'clock a. m.

S% SWIY Sec. 8 and the N,
Nijg BWY A SBEY See. 17, Tp. 23 N.,
Hg. b4 West of 6th P, M,

All these lands appear vacant on
the Land Office Records except the
Wik NWiY and NWY of SWi§ of
Bee. 17, which is covered by home-
stead entries.

to the Herald

Miss Ida Buss, of Ravenna, who
has been visiting Mrs. Louisa Faw-
celt since Sunday, returned to her
home yesterday.
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NEW LIGHTING FOR STREETS

City Council Gives Superintendedt Hughes of Elec~
tric Light Department Permission to Install

New System for

At the regular meeting Tueaday
evening, the city counecll gave per-
misslon to Superintendent Hughes of
the electric light department to in-
gtall & complete new street lighting
system in all sections of town now
covered by the cluster lights, which
are installed on part of Box Bulte
avenue and one or two slde streets.

The cost of the new system will
be approximately $2,000. It will be
what is ealled the series Mazda sys-
tem, one light of approximately 100
candle power to be placed at each
street intersection. Mr, Hughes |in
planning on removing the present
small lights stationed on poles from
£1 Intersections and replacing them
with the new lights which will be
hung over the canter of the intersee-
tion. Work will be started as soon
as the material ean be secured.

Transacted Much Business

The cuoncil transacted a great
deal of business during the session.
Counclimen Fleming, Snyder and
Swan were pregent, Councilman Ro-
mig being absent on & trip inspect-
ing auto fire trucks.

Report of Pollce Maglstrate

The report of the police magisirate
for the month of June ghowed re-
ceipts from fines of $53 and from
marghal fees of $42, making a total
of $95.. Fines were paid in 20
CABEN,

Report of City Treasurer

The report of the clty treasurer
wae as follows:

City Treasurer's Report for month
of June, 1914,

RECEIPTS

Balance ... ......... ... 34452.12
INEOROBE. ¢ oo e 11.19
Mige. Licenses .. ... valareiie 28000
EAERUITNE. . . il Bk m ik g 2076.27
Water Dept. ...... piiase nidian
Miscellaneous . ......... 28.00

PO i v s kel ks $7426.91

DISBURSEMENTS

General fund ........... §882.10
Officers’ salary .......... 50.00
Water ATath e LA i e 369.68
BARBE <o dialhiie B RN 10896.69
Interest on Warrants . .... 65.92
BOBE | oo s mieuins ¥is veas §2404. 34
BRIADOE i ai ivii wivd ila 5022.69
Balance in general fund . 165.32
Balance in Light fund .... 1913.61
Balance in Water fund , .. 2843.64
Amount of registered wur-
rants

PUDSE: © i W ar i ae $1613.69

A. GREGORY,
Treas. City of Alllance.
Report of Light and Water Dept.
Heport of the light and water de-
partments was us follows:
OPERATING REVENUES
Light & power earnings . .§2462.17
Bal. due for current May 15 236.24

$2698.41
Discounts for payment of
bill on or before May 22 167.05

$2531.38

NON OPERATING REVENUES
Insurance refund . $67.78
Service deposits 65.00

Bal due mdse, 5-10 244.71 .,
Charges during moe. 96.25
Cash sales 41.63 H0G.27
$3036.63
Disbursements paid by light depart-

ment from May 15 to 20 1671.26

$1365.87
Casb in light dept May 15. 9512 99

$2278.386

Lighting Streets.

Bal. due for current 6-15,
deducting ers. $6.40, pd.
advasce

in advases .......... . 221.86
Bal. dee for mdse. 6-156 .. 212.86
Cash in Bght dept. ...... 1843.68

$2278.36
KW output at plant ..... 43,060
No. KW wseM con-

sumers .. ......16,074
No. KW b Mghting 3,960
No. KW psmp. watr 4,840
No. pumpimg sewer. 1,440
No. KW ety hall &

plant (est) 1,400 26.714

7,288
No. meters mot rend ..., .. i8
No. tens ceal consumed ... 185376
Approximate cost of coal.. §460.76

WATER DEPT
No. gal. water pumped Jan.
1 to Aps. 1, 1914 ... .12,8356,600
Jan. 1 to Apr. 1:
Sold consmmers, 7,767,660

(fHG . . .andAt 8.,471.0
Use at plani, est 613,912
8,871,462
4,464,038
Amt. charged consumers, '
Apr. 1, 1914 ....... $1,667.95

Publle Library Report
To the Homorable Mayor and Coun-
cll of the City of Alliance:

We respectfully submit the fol-
lowing re of work done in the
publie library and a statement of the
disbursements of funds for the
malntenance;

LIBRARIAN'SE ANNUAL REPORT
CIRILEm v s S s didilveies . 12911
An ineremse of 1402 over
the ciremtation of the year
1918.
Average dally circulation ... 43

Borrowers eards issued . ... 368
Books purebased ... ...... 184
Fines eollected .. ... 2l e $55.60
Incidental expenses . ....... 8.48

Twenty-three story telling hours
during the year have been held.

Since May 1, 1811, 735 books have
| been given to the library.

463 purabased making total 1188,

186 books, worn out, have been
withdrawn from elreulation.

21 lost and carried away, 10 be-
Ing pald for amounting to $8.

29 have been desiroyed in quar-
antine, 9 ef which were pald for,
amounting to $5.26, money being
turned over to the city treasurer
with the Bnes.

We have at  present
books in the library.

17 in elreulation overdue,

19 periodicals.

1 dally paper,

3 weekly papers.

NELLIE WILSON, Librarian.

SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT
Warrants drawn on city treas-

time 2179

U S R ...1185.15
Disbursements—
Librarian's salary ... ..... $450.00
Janitor service ... ........ 180.00
Library bullding . ......... 51.36
PRPBICRI L, 0 N A Ly e ste 43.83
R A S 3.50
BOORE 5 v s e ate LA e 74.20
Magazines ... ........... 38.78
BARDEIBE - . iieniieibenman e 63.99
T R R o A Y 26.30
Fuel LS. O N W R 173.62
Printing b s n e b b 3 E 7.80
Freight and expreas . . ... .. 11.37
POMBED o oo 5 1iine s uele 5ale 1.568
Supplies P T 8.80
Miscellanesouns . S SN R |
AL i ok S $1185.15

MRS. W. W. JOHNSON, Secretary.
(Additional reports given next week)

-Photo by Grebe

FLOAT OF W. R. HARPER DEPARTMENT S908HE AT OONVENTION

Above is shown a pieture of the float of the W. K. Harper department
store, which won first prize in the parade on Satwrday morning, June 20.
This float was prepared at great expense and mwseh trouble.

It was the

finest of its kind ever seen in Alllance and was the subject of much com-~
ment by those who saw the parade.
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