e S——r R ——

RO o Sl o s b

AK-SAH-BEN IS
NEBRASKA SHOW.

Enchanting Festlval of {ha Hnnh
Atiracts Wide Atiention

STORY OF ITS ORGANIZATION

King

Bixteen Yearg Prove Value of
Ak.-Sar.Ben to Trans.Missouri Coun
try—Writer in Hearsl's Fapers Gives
State Big Boost for Its Enterprise.

' By Will A, Campbell }

When Mark Twaln wrote Lhirl;
yoars ago that no such an enchnnt
tng festival as the Mardi-Gins of New |
Orleans could live in the practical|
north any longer than it could live Iy
Lonfon, one season—the distinguished
gournalist did not know what kind ol
men and women the future citizens ol
the middle-west would be; did not im
agine that & foundation of business
fraternalism would continue a greal
festival In the north just as surely as
the love of romance would sustaip
such a festival in the south,

On the practical foundation of busl
ness, Ak-Sar-Hen has been bullt and
has flourigshed. The festival is aboul
to open in Omaha for the sixteentb
year and for the first time membershily
bas been limited becanse of the grow
ing popularity of the enterprise.

Void of all those things which sel

the world In love with dreams and
phantoms; without sham grandeurs
gauds and chivalries, Ak-Sar-Ben Is

really & big “boosterg” organization
which has done more to put Nebraska
on the map and renew the confidence
of her people, than any other foree in
the trans-Missourl country.

This festival has everything which
Mardi-Gras has and wmore. The ro
mance is present; there areé kings and
knights; blg sounding titles go thun
dering along after the names of its
officers, but the soul of Ak-SBar-Hen lg
the co-operative spirit of the people of
the middle-west the eternal effort ol
the businesg fraternity to boost for
each other and for the transg Missour)
empire always,

Ak-Bar-Ben is more than a relle of
the French and Spanish occupation
with the rellgious features knocked
ont. It is more than a tawdry muis |
querade of knlghts and nobles clothed
in silken ond Paris-made gorgeonsness
Ak-Sar-Ben has a reason ana has had
gince Its inception back in thore hard
days when Nebraska and Kapsas were
thought to be a blizzard cursed western
waste In the winter; sun baked prair
fer—the harbors of cyclones and grags
hoppers in the summer.

“We must do something.”
men of Nebraska in 1895 when the
veing of commerce had become 80
sluggish that the state had lost con
fidence and lay bankrupt at the feet
of the national government, What te
do was a mystery. Eastern insurance
and trust companles became possessed
by foreclosing of the most valuable
real estate, gome owning from fifty te
one hundred pleces of property wide
Iy separated. Out in the towns and
cities of the state homes of men wers
being moved to the ranches (o0 honss
cattle and sheep In the winter that the
more comfortable quarters might take
the place of pourishing food.

Thug the Ak-Bar-Ben festival was
born in poverty: planned with the be
Mef that it would bring the people ol
the state together; keep theh
money at home and working. As they
Jolned hands to hold this fesiival glx
teén years ago, confidence hegan to re
turn; an opportunity has heen glvey
ench fall for taking an Inventory of
the resocurces of the middle west an |
A graphic Yesson in the advantages ol
eo-operation has been driven home |
the people

There was something about the se
lection of the name which Increase
this business fraternalism. True, tlii‘
name Is Neb-ras-ka reversed, but it i
more than that. “Ak" iz Syrian in jts ]
origin and g sald to mean “head of
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Thue theére 18 a touch of Oriental
enchantment about the word Thire
In Ak, the head of the houschold, or)
the kKing: snr, tee board of twelve gov
ernors who masage the affalrs of the
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Ihe same gpirits who organized Ak |
Sar-Ben made the Trans-Miszissippi |
and Internntionnl exposition possible
in 1808, and thie enterprize marked the
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The mien who have continued Ak
SarBen for sixteen years and made it
the most enchanting festival the north
has ever knawn, are the men who have
planted the boom seed deep in the soll
and nourigshed It untll Nebraska and
Kansas are gecond to none in the indl
vidual progperity of their people, and In
the amount of food contributed annual
1¥ to help feed a hungry world.

Ak-Sar-Ben has two distinet searons
The first comes In the summer and is
for Initiating candldates. The second
is festival time in the fall

Boginning early In June the unknown
king who g to be revealed and
crowned In the fall, holds initiations
in his great den every Monday eve.
ning. Business men of Omaha joln
each year and pay substantial initia

tion fees. Some 2,600 contribute thus
annually. Every stranger witnin the
gtate 8 knighted without paving a

fee if recommended or accompanied
by some Omaha knight.

The initintions are unique, change
each yvear and are originated and exe
cuted entirely by Omaha talent. Some
of the ceremoniale “would linger in the
memorles of your great great grand
children” to use an expression of a
distinguished visitor who Knows

Three presidents, McKinley, Taft
and Roosevelt, have been initiated and
Colonel Roosevelt returns this fall as
a private citizen to renew bis alleg
lance to the king. Forelgn ministers,
cabinet members, senators, army offi
cers, governors of almost every west
ern #tate and many castern sintos,
have journeyed to Omaha, been knight
mysteries of

All this mystery vanighes In the fall
It I n genson of great events. As the
carnivalg of Venice became famous in
history beeause “no less than seven
foreign princes and thirty thousand
foreigners™ attended them, so  have
the festivals of AK-Bar-Ben attracted
attention because one hundred and
fifty thousand people attend them an
nually and men more then foreign
princes have been guests of the organ:
fzation,

Last year the event of the
was the visit of President Taft
vear it is the
Rooss velt

The electricut parnde of King Ak
Sar-Ben is excelled nowhere In the
world The scores of floats, diferent
each year, move through the streels,

festival
This

presence of Colonel

men and women  of
slory or as the oddities and pleasant
cretitures of  fairviand All
floats are Lrilliant with tens of thou
sands of electric lights which from
the Arst anceeeded the smoking and
flickering torches in the parade

Then nt the coronation bhall comes
the ery, "The King, the King,” and for
the firet time In the season the
perecnality of the king
known He i& nlwavs a gentloman of !
position and consequence as the "Rex™
of Mardi Gras, and it is an honor high
ly esteemed 10 be gelected king of AR
SarBen, =0 the mystery with which
his personality s hidden all summer
I8 merely for the sake of romance and
not an account of the polics
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renturer was templed one time by

b+ ol & wobhuve rtai country north and
(oY I Mexico, known ur the h'ihu:'-um|
of Qulvera and sald to contain tie sev
en olties  of Clbola, wealthy bervond |
comphrison, Coropade made the joup -
fey to the northeast o 1640, croeeing |

Arizong and through tne Pueblg Indian | :

villuges. He Is said by history and fa |
hle to have reaghed Nebraska- 1r:!)r
the Kingdom of Quivera, wealthy “be
yond compare,” a land of promise and )|
of gold—not e|,"| gold which e !urll\
and vellow, bright and cold,” but the
gold which Is reallged from the vast

A QUEEN OF AR-SAR-DEN.

agricultural area when coultivated by
an industrious and intelligent people,

BEven the colors of Ak-SBar-Ben, the
red, yellow and green, are explained as
symbolir of the products which make
the middle-west great; the red of the
heef, the yvellow of the corn and green
of alfalfa.

All this pomp and display of power;
the mixing of progressive ldeas with
the jejune romanticism of the midale
ages: these kings on thrones resem-
bilng those in fabled isles of touristry;
the knights swearing allegiance 1o the
name of their state spelled backwards,
have but one object—to bring men and
women of the middle west closer to-
gether in a  great co-operative move-
ment to develop the country west of
the Missour! river,

The success of Ak-Sar-Ben as an
empire builder Is unguestioned. For

gixteen years higs armies have battled
with the knockers and the grumblers;
the prairies have grown tired of pro
ducing sage brush and buffalo gram-i
and are giving the world corn, alfal-
every town isa bivouae
boosters, and backed

fa and wheat ;
of this army of

A GRAND MUFTI OF AR-SAR-BEN

by & serles of successiul years i ag )
riculture, the middle west will realize
a record-breaking vear when King Ak |
Sar-Ben s crowned lu Omaha, Oct
1410 From New York Journal

EVERYBODY MAY HEAR |
ROOSEVELT IN OMAHA

When Colonel Roosevelt speaks Ip |
Omabha Friday aiterncon, Sept. 2. 1| l
will be to the general public and no !
to an #xclusive few political admirer {
or meéembers of any soclal

tion

OrERnizn |
The great |

Omaha Aunditorium
which the people of Nebraska helped |
builld—hlias been engaged It will sea |
comfortabily 10,000 people and ag It |
fréprool there will be no fire depart
ment lnterfering with those who wisl
10 sland In the alsles

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon Colone
1 will arrive st the Audiu
rivm and make his address It wil
be the only make I
Omahia or In Nebraska While he |
going to the Ak Sar-Ben den lat i
the avening and while he will he
guest k! both a dinner and 8 luncheo
in Omaka, he will speak byt

Rooseve

addregs he will

once
the Auditoriom, where all whoe com
may hear him

Only a few seatp—150 to 200—haw

been reserved and all others are fre
to anvone who gets them
from outside wi'l have (he
chance a8 Owmala pecple.
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“The Busy Store”

Staple,Fancy
GROCERIES

FRESH FRUITS
Cured Meats and Produce

New and Fresh Stock

Phone 32

Alliance, Nebraska

INSURANGE

That Insures

What's the use of carrying fire insurance on your property in a
has small assets or surplus, We

company that
companies.

represent only standard

We Handle Farm and Fire Insurance
Exclusively

and

to advise

Because of our extended experience the fact that we handle only

better able

these

exclusively we are and protect vou.

Our Bonding Department is ready to handle your business.

when that Policy expires, phone us, Phone 69

elson Fletcher Fire Ins. Co.

The Leading Fire Insurance Agency of Western Nebraska

Nebraska
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