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CHAPTER X!—Continued.

“Walt; yon may change your mind,
Scnor Jack,” says the agent, delib-
eliately,

“SBuppose Roblado, hent upon such
a dangerous mieglon, shonld fall into
the hands of the enemy. They would
perhaps feed him to the wild beasts,
If you have any such in the Cuban
chaparral, and possibly the dashing
Colonel Bpencer would share his fate;
but 1 can see no reason why 1 should
mourn under such conditions.”

“Unfortunately it is not such clear
sulling. The senor intends taking his

daugh! + with him upon the expedi-
tion.”
"Monstrous! The old wretch! It

miist not be allowed!™ cries Jack.

“You amre powerless to prevent it
Ile has a design behind it all, and
hopes by the presence of the girls to
avold suspiclon, A very shrewd old
fellow, this Roblado, and as calculat-
ing and cold-blooded as you find
them. But, Senor Jack, that is not
all.”

“The deuce, you say! 8till worse

coming! Well, 1 am pr‘urml for It
Fire away!"
“Remember, this {8 in confidence.

You must swear that through you not
a whisper of it shall ever reach the
varg of the authorities™

“Oh, 1 give you my s=oléemn prom-
ire, And what 1 gay | always do; you
know that,” replics Travers,

“l learned that it was the senor's
Intention to take a traln from Havana
that would bring him in the vicinity
of Gomez” main camp:

“Well, 1 have It on pretty good au
thority that the rebels Intend to dyna-
mite that traln, and the chances are
that not a soul on board will escape
10 el the story.”

CHAPTER XII.
Just Five Minutes Too Late.

Smithers' intelligence causes a grit
ting of teeth on the part of his andit-
s, The possibility of such a fate
svertaking Jessle Cameron s quite
enongh to nnnerve him.

“A dinholical way of striking a blow
tor Ui rty. We could not sanction it
in our countries, Smithers. But that
Is not o the polnt, The guestion s
how Lo save the girls. As to the men,
1 have no interest in their lives. They
can take pot luek.”

“Your promise, Mr. Travers?"”

“I had not forgotten. That ties my
hands so far as informing the author-
itles 18 econcerned.”

"Good.”

“On my part I wonld say ‘bad,’ for
now you and 1 must save those girls.
I am determined on that, even though
1 have to start upon the doomed train
myself,”

“We musi plan quickly, then, sir.”

‘How #o? 18 there something more
vou have pnot told me?

“You see the day 18 declining.”

“Yes—yes,"”

“And this train will leave Havana
at about nightfall, I understand.”

“But such a move Is contrary to the
usual rales governing rallroad travel
in these parts. All trains run by day-
light, g0 that the danger may be less
marked."

“Just so, and the rebels knowing
this will not be on the lookout, it 18
supposed, and the extra trzin, or spe-
cial, can go on unmolestod,”

“Ah, 1 see. Quite a clever plece of

“The rebels intend to dynamite that
train!”

engineering, though the seeret must
have slipped through In some way,
since as you declare & scheme Is on
foot to blow the trailn up with Yankee
dypamite. Our time may be short.
Weo must think and act qulckly.”

“Our only hope would be to separ-
ale the ladles from the rest of the
perty, perhaps at the last minute be-
fore the train started.”

“{ grasp your meauning. Continue.

“Roblado and his companion would
bhe powerless to accomplish anything.
They dare not keep the train walting,
and should they fail to be on It when
the eignal Is glven to start. the lron
hand of the Captain-General would
clese upon them in a grasp that could
only be cut loose before s corporal's
guard at the daad-ling.. What do you
think of the ldea?”

“Well, you undersiand | must not
My promise to
Jeswie forbids.”

“Excuse me, but il she [ell over-
bvoard In midocean, would you feel
compelled to walt until she appealed

Laprrent, Jsng,

directly to you before leaping over
to her rescue? 1 know you better than
that, 8quire John, First her life, then
her reproaches if she plonses to be so
contrary. That Itfe Is in deadly dan-
ger now. You expect to iy to her re-
liel.  Already you are hampered by
enough promi=zes, Then away with
the notlon that you dare not come Into
her presence unless she calls for you.
How Is she otherwise to know you
are in Havana?'

Jack throws up his hands.

“Smithers, you have won. 1 recog:
iize the folly of carrying that thing
out to the letter, If the occaslon de-
mands such an exposure on my part,
I am ready to submit, even though
she scorns me for breaking my word.”

“Scorn you—my dear sir, evideutly
you have not studied the feminine
mind a8 much as the methods of min-
Ing, or the necessities of a stock
ranch. Besldes, unless all signs fail,
You may be In a position to save her
from a terrible fate, and the very op-
portunity vou desire be granted.”

“I am convinced. Now tell me how
you would earry ont such a scheme.”

Smithers has evidently thought it
all out beforehand, as he unravels a
plan g0 well arranged that Jack can
hardly add anything to it.

Just previous to the time for the
traln to go someone employed for that
purpese will draw the senor to the
end of the station platform on partien-
lar business—perhaps a few last ver-
hal directions from the Captain-Gen-
eral of a non-committal nature.

While he Is away from the carriage
in which the ladles have taken up
thelr places, another messenger will
come to them, apparently from Don
Rafael, bearing the information that
he has given up the trip, and that
they will accompany the other in the
victoria back to the hotel, where the
genor will rejoin them.

How simple—how effective!

If no hiteh oeccurs to mar the little
game, Senor Rablado will make a mad
dash for his carriage as the signal to
start is glven, and plunging In as the
traln moves, discover It to be empty.

He may rave, he may bellow like a
mad bull, but that will not prevent
the special from leaving Havana and
plunging in amoeng the hills back of
the Cuban capital. He dare not leave
the train, since Bpain expects him to
do hig duty, and any defection on his
part may bring lmmediate ruin upon
his house.

Meanwhile, it will not be so diffi-
cult a feat for the driver of the veh-
lele to explain matters to the two
girls, and endeavor to gain their con-
sent to his driving them-—not to the
hotel, but to the house under whose
roof Senor Jack has found such an
hospitable welcome,

“The rest I must leave to yon, sir,
for 1 expect you tao be witl me on the
box of the vehicle. If vou have never
kissed the Blarney stone, | Imagine
you may at least be able to offer some
speclous plea as to why they should
accept this hospitality.”

“And lLola will be there to gtreet
them,” adds Travers, mentally pietur-
ing (he scene when these two come
togethér—the one so falr and winsome
a lassie, bred in the bonnle alr of the
Scoltish highlands, the other dark and
beantiful, like a tropleal flower,

“Well—er—no, 1 hardly think Lola
will be at home. 1 gave her a note
from head—{rom some parties who
desire her presence, and unless [ am
mistaken she has gone from here be-
fore now. But that will not matter,
The whole house is at thelr disposal.”

“1 hope they will accept. What
comes after, we must Jeave to
chance,” and Jack smiles at the pleas-
ing progpect.

“At any rate, with the don out of
the game, there's no reason why you

by Bireet and Bmith,

shouldn't advance your cause, my
friend.”
“H'm! Poor don. It Is a terrible

fate, and [ hate to think of it; but |
presume these people have been rend-
ered quite desperate by what they be-
Heve to be their wrongs. At any rate,
1 don't pretend to judge just how
far they are justified in such severe
dctions, My whole concern ig to save
my wife from such a fate into which
es an entirely Innocent party she
geems in danger of belng dragged.”

“The wrongs of Cuba cry aloud to
Heaven for redress from every hill-
slde—they have burned like smoulder-
ing fires for hall a century, breaking
out now and again in such herole
struggles a8 the Ten Years' War, The
end i8 inovitable, and none but the
wilfully blind can fail to see the hand-
writing on the wall. Cuba must, and
sha!l be free.”

Smithers has unconsciously be-
trayed himself. He realizes that his
enthusinsm has carried him beyond
the line of prudence. His face pales,
and he immediately places hig hand
on Jack's arm.

“Forget what I have sald, I beg of
you, sir.”

“No, 1 could not If 1 would, and 1
would not If I could. My heart I8 In
sympathy with the movement to free
this island from her yoke. It does not
surprise me that vou are Interested in
the desperate struggle—many brave
Englishmen are, Nothing surprises
me in connection with this country.
I honor you for the stand you have
teken. Your secret 18 safe with me,
Smithers. Now 1 can glve a guess
why »ou hesitated o come back to
Havana. But, since we understand
each other, let us talk of our plans for
gaving the girls.”

Jack readily adwmits that he can

think of wo powitive lmprovement In
sonnectlon with the ldea so clenrly
sigeested by the koonsighiel agent,
and which appears to quite cover the
Eraund.

“Hoyw mueh time have we o make
ready ™" he aske

Smithers consuiis his chrohometer

"It is now a quarter o five—the
traln s appointed to leave at six-thir
ty.," he says,

“An hour and threequarters. Ample
time to accomplish wonders, my dear
fellow. TI've seen oceasions when the
world was apparently turped topsy-
turvy in far lesg."

“1 don't doubt it. You fellows In
the Wild West live fast. [ know
something about It myself, sir”

“You've seen our country, then?”

“That is a fact, sir.”

“Been In the Colorado mines—
looked on a Texas ranch, perhapa?’

“Never shall forget 1t

“And possibly vislted some of our
Spanish-American citles down near
the border of Mexlco—Santa Fe, for
instance?"

“Again 1 admit the soft impeach-
ment,” returns Bmithers, a liitle un-
easlly, as If he reallzes what Jack Is
driving at.

“Ah!"

That Ig all Travers says, but there
is & world of significance In his man
ner of uttering the one word, He un
derstands now that It must have been
while In the New Mexican capital this
Enul.lnh agent met Lola. The rela
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Something of a piratical look.

tions between them are beyond his
present ken, but by degrees it appears
a8 though the curtain will rise.

Smithers prepares to bolt,

“1 shall be back here with a veh
ilcle by six o'clock. Meanwhile, alter
your looks a little s0 as to seem more
of a native. You will find certaln
things In vour apartment that will ald
vou. As to Ah 8Sin, ghall we take him
with us?"

*He may prove valuable, [ have
found him s0 on many oceaslons.”
“Very well, He goes along.

off, sir.”

Jack watches the other's vanishing
form until It is swallowed up amid
the luxuriant flower bushes. Then he
seoks solace In a clgar, and passes
through the court to the suite of
rooms assigned him.,

Remembering Smithers’ Injunetion,
he tries his hand at darkening his
skin a Httle and in various ways alter-
ing his appearance, so thiat when suec
cess follows his eMorts he Is con
egtrained to believe he presents some
thing of a plratical look, and experi
enceg a feeling of dismal dismay at
the prospect of her eyes belng turned
upon him.

(To be continued.)
Gen. Sherman as a Benefactor,

Helen Sherman Griffith, nlece of
Gen. Sherman, says her uncle was
very fond of attending the theater
He also objected strongly, along with
the rest of us lesser mortals who dare
not express our real thoughts, to hav
ing bibuloug, selfish men stumble and
push over our knees to get out be
tween the acts. One evening a young
man with the clothes and volce of ¢
gentleman began to crowd his way
to the alsle from the end of a row
in which Gen. 8herman was sitting.

“l beg a thousand pardons, Gen
ernl, he sald, as he reached my
uncle, “but may I get by you?"

“Yes,” sald my unpcle, coolly, as he
traightened his knees behlnd  the
voung man, “if you don't come back.”

The General enjoyed the rest of the
play in peace and reecelved the heart
felt if unspoken thanks of every one
In the row.—Omaha World-Herald,
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Followers of Count Tolstol.

Not long ago the Vienna newspa
pers were speaking of a Hungarian
doetor of philosophy who had become
penetrated with Tolstol's |deas and
had apprenticed himself to a Buda
pest shoemaker, says the New Yoik
World, Now a Bulgarian doctor of
philosophy, Lubekoff, who has passed
hie examinations at the University of
Sofia “eum launde,” and was engaged
as professor of Latin, has become »
bootblack at a street corner In Sofia
His customers come because they
wish to have thelr boots polished by o
doctor

Lubekoff does not forget that he (&
n Tolstoist and Impresses on his eus:
tomers the virtue of lowly labor and
the happiness which It brings, He
has actually succeeded in foundiug
several little colonles of Tolstolsts in
Sofia.

Horrible toe Think Of.

Church—"In some of the Hindou
temples an elephant takes up the col
lection. [t goes round with a baske!
extended from its trunk."

Gotham—"What do you supgpse
would happen If some thoughtless
mun dropped & peanut in the basket

some Bunday morning?”

The departure of the yacht Virginia
with the E. ¢, Benedict party of Indua-
trial magnates for the upper Amason
recently has served to attach new in-

terest to the development and  vast
possibilities of that region, It i4 the
Intention to sall up the Amazon as far
as Iguitos, 1,200 miles from the moulh
~indeed, conslderably mors than that
from where the river actually mingles
with the Atlantic-—and there to make
glde expeditions in native boats or
with the auxillary launches of the
yacht, that will enable the party to
form a more clear and definite ostl
mate of the ¢ sources of the country,
from the standpoint of epportunities
for American investment, than has
been possible up to thig time. While
at Mannos the party will join In cele
brating the opening of the Manaos
and Para wirelegs telegraph system,
to be present at which forms one of
the first objects of the trip.

The Introduction of wireless teleg-
raphy in Bouth Amerien {8 the most
loglcal uee, next to its employment
at sea, to which the new system has
been put, Across hundredds of miles
of the jungle entangloments, mountain
ranges, and river courgses of South
Aweriea there has existed hitherto

no means of communication other
than by footpath and “balsas,” a type
of native boat, and canoes, Wireless
telegraphy, ns soon as stations are
erected and put into successful opera-
tion, will overcome this,

Not less needad will be the greal
syslems of transporiation that are
now and have been from time to time
projected for Bouth America by vari-
ous combinations of American and
English capitalists, Industrial
gschemes, too, Invalving the bringing
about of vast changes, have quite re-
cently been launched, some of ‘hem
apparently, It I8 true—as in the case
of the exploltation of the Acre dis-
triet, In which J. P. Morgan of New
York and Sir Martin Conway of Lon-
don, among others, were Interestod—
only to be abandoned. The Morgan-
Conway syndicate had a concesslon
from Bollvia covering a tract of coun-
try on the head waters of the Amazon
secveral hundred mlles square, in
which it was proposed to establizsh
colonles and operate varlous planta-
tions, timbering and rubber-gathering
enterprises. About the time that the
work was to commence, however, Bra-
zil gave notlce that Bollvia had no
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FUTURE COFFEE FIELDS

"title to the territory embraced In the
concession, and Pern, whose boun-
daries In that locallty are lilkewlse de-
finable shoply as belng somewhere in
indefinite and llimitable space, also
got ready to take a hand, At this
jancture, to cap the sltuation, an In-
surrection broke out in the very heart
of the disputed reglon. Thereupon,
while Bollvia was getting a detach
ment of some 200 woldlers ready for
a four or five hundred mile tramp
throngh the forest from La Paz in or
der to back up her clalms, Messrs,
Morgan and Conway sold out; or reth-
jeor, made terms with Brazll whereby
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Go to Inspect Region of the Amazon

they gurrendered the concession, and
that country undertook to settle with
Bollvin,. 80 ended one roally com-
mendable and brilllant  exploitation
scheme,

The Amazon river, with Its tribu-
taries, has been estimated to have
30,000 miles of navigable water, Pos-
sibly with sllght improvements, or
if there was such demand for It as
has resulted In the pushing of boats

over some of the most difficolt of
North  Ameriean rivers, the total
length of actual serviceablo water

might be Inereased to 60,000 miles,
There are, of course, many Amerl-
can trading coneerms now operating
in the Interior reglons reached by the
Amazon, Most  Important among
them, perhaps, owing to the leading
natural product of the country, is the
Unlited Btates Rubber company. Eng-
ligh and German concerng are repre-
sented at Parn, Manaos, and Iquitos
heavily. The two principal steamship
lines are operated from Europe. A
company composed chiefly, If not en-
tirely, of English capltallets owns and
operates the principal line of river
steamers. In fact, Buropean concerns
have mnot only a larger Interest In
South American transportation and in-

dustrial affalrs than the United States,
but larger interests than the people of
some of the South American republics
themselves,

The United Btates.gets from Brazil
Jarge quantities of coffee, cocoa, and
other articles of that class, and we
have some large companies engaged
in Importing, but a very small quantl-
ty of such goods, excepting rubber,
comes from further up the Amagzon
than Manaos. In return we are ship-
ping machinery-—oceasionally getting
a good milling, mining or electrie
lightlng plant order—hardware, lum-
ber, some rallroad, tram, and street
railway supplies, eanned goods, and
quite a list of textlle stuffs, such as
prints, ginghams, plaids, sheetings,
jeans and flannels and leather and
rubber goods. lcemaking machines,
awnings aud parasols, drugs, patent
medicines, and the like are sold,
EPquipment for a shoe factory has re-
cently been sent. Hut the same ship
may have contained machinery for a
dalry plant and rice plantation which
is to be operated by a German syndis
cate, for where we send one article
the Germang or the English send a
dozen. Wherever we send one dol-

OF BRAZILIAN UPLANDS.

lar's worth In ten of the total forelgn
purchases of the country, the Ger-
mans or the English send three, four
or five. They even do not hesitate
to send elght or nine, and, with the
ald of France, are constantly striving
to send the entire ten, In other
words, the United States gets but
about 10 per cent. of all the trade of
Bouth America. We buy from them,
on the other hand, three times as
much as they buy from us, the differ
ence being annually about $80,000,000
in their favor. The discrepancy be-
tween what we buy and what we sell
upplies about equally, though perbaps

5
heavier against us at the hepd soureen
of the Amagon, to all pectons of
South Ameriea.

This i now nemr the beginning of
the rainy season, that Jong period
commencing about the middle of De-
comber and lasting until June, on the
upper Amaxon. The great, luxuriant
mattas that streteh in rounded undula-
tlons from the banks of the Water of
Whaters 1teelf and from the hidden
courses of Its Innumerable tributaries
to impenetrable and {llimitable dis
tances, will be blurred and dripping
with rain, while further back the open
plots of the eampos break out In
frosh, green grass, and thither the
Jaguar and puma, and droves ol pe
carry and herds of native deer are be
taking themeelves to avold the soggy
footing of the forests, and Lo fesd up-
on the animm and the plant Hfe.

The New York party will find, It
they choose, an ample feld for ex-
ploration. [If by their bservation,
oven in going no furthe: than Iquitos,
they are able to briug back to the
United Btales any practical sugges-
tion for the furtherance of our com-
mercial interests, or if thelr trip I8
followed by other trips to those re
glons by competent business men and
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NATIVE BOATS AND RIVER STEAMER. MANAOS

skllled observers, it may mark the be-
ginning of & more general and earnest
effort than has been made in yeara
to got acquainted with Bouth Ameriea
and to take our right place in the de
velopment of the great Amazon em-
plre.—~New York Times.

COSTLY ROBES FOR WOMEN.

The Middle Ages a Perlod of Un
bounded Extravagance.

Say what you please about the ex
travagance In these days of women's
dress, it cannot compare with the
gowns of olden times, embroidered in
genuine jewels and fashloned of costs
lest velvet. Of course, such gowns
were not passing fancles or fashions
but onee made, were worn throughout
the owner's life on such occaslons as
were appropriate. The women of the
Middle Ages often had thelr own
arms and those of their husbands em-
broldered in gold and jewels on thel
robes, Isabella de Valois had & robe
and & mantle to mateh of red velvel
worked with gold birde sliting on
branches formed of emeralds and
pearls, The tralling robes were
termed cotleshardies or surcottes,

and were heavy silk in red blue
tanne, and these were etimes
veined, Their arme were embrold-

eéred on them in silver and gold
thread. The weafer's own arms were
done on the left or sinister side,
Impaled by her husband's, the latter
being on the dexter or right side.
Sometimes the arms of the wife only
appeared on her robe, and her hus-
band's werse embroldered on her
mantle. The most costly material
then known was used for these man-
tles, most of them being fashioned of
samite or baundeskin, silk woven with
an admixture of gold thread. Women
of other than taintless character were
forbldden to wear these mantles on
the street. In the thirteenth century
women of noble birth wore robes em-
broidered In birds, fish, flowers and
all srorts of emblems, all in the most
costly workmanship.

He Made a Short Address.

The task of addressing a Bunday
school was new to him), but when he
was #asked by the superintendent to
make & short address to the young
hopefuls be consented before he knew
what he was doing.

The teachers noticed that he was 111
at ense as he advanced to the front
of the rostrum and began with a few
platitudes about the weather and the
“ghining young faces."” Then he con-
celved the idea that he should drive
home & moral lesson, and he began
the tale of & woman whose life was
wrecked by the usg of drugs.

“Just think of it, children,” he sald
in his most dramatic manner. **That
poor woman hecame the slave of nar
cotles."

The necessary look of horror was
not fortheoming and he realized that
he had gone oo deep for the brief wis
dom of his auditors and must explain

“I suppose you do not know wha!
narcotics are,” hb remarked in a pat
ronleing way. “You are too young:
Well, chlldren, narcotics are oplates.”

Bven after this explapation the agd!
ence was not enlightened, and he re
tired with a pained Jook of surprise.



