CHAPTER Xl!li—Continued.

Radaloff had no idea of the con-
ents of the letter. But when llida
nad finished reading It he gave the
‘walting” slgnal, and In response
Lo the gingle stroke of the bell enter-
ad the office to meet the Conntesa

Karsicheff, with the result already
deseribed, In vain he attempted to
axplain to the countess that he

found Ilda a prisoner, she having
been captured in the Nihilist ren-
dezvous, but the haughty and Insult-
ing manner In which he had been in-
terrupted each time he began his ex-
planation, had prevented him from
giving that Important information.
Thus it was when llda entered her
presence the countess knew nothing
of her arrest

The two women stood face to face
—aloene. Each measured the other
with a glance, and as thelr eyes mel
there was exchanged a look which
meant that henceforth and forever
these two were enemles to the death.

For the moment, however, the feel-
ing that controlled Ilda Barosky was
one of deepest love for the exlied
father whom she was (o clasp to her
heart after the long and bitter years
of separation. Bhe cast an anxious
glance at the ecountess, who stood re-
garding her with a feeling of bitter-
est hate. Katherine saw before her
her deadliest foe. It was to this girl
she owed all the humillation she had
felt, all the deep disappolntment in
stare for her, I Alexis' marriage to
Olga should not take place.

“My father—he Is here?” said llda,
“and I shall see him? | shall see him
once again?”

“That depends upon yourself."

Katherine spoke these words, look-
ing at Ilda. There was something in
the tone and in the look that placed
llda instantly on her guard, She feit,
she knew not why, that she was to be
made the vietim of a cruel le. With
an effort she suppressed her feelings
and said: “l do not understand you,
madame."

“y am the Countess Katherine Kar-
sicheff, wife of the minister of police,
and it was by my suggestion d at
wmy desire that your father has been
brought here to recelve his pardon.”

“When was he brought here, ma-
dame?"”

The question annoyed Katherine.

llda notleed the effect and her sus-
pleions became stronger,

“That is not for you to know,” sald
the countess, after a momentary
pause. “It Is sufficient for you when
[ say he is here and that his pardon
will be granted on one condition.”

Iida's heart beat rapldly. AN
that is?"

“That you leave Russia et once and
forever—alone!™

Ilda's lips became compressed. Her
face turned a trifle paler. “Let me
see my father—let me hear his volee
—let me feel the gresp of his hand
before 1 answer,”

"It I8 impossible,
must be given here and
lay.”

“1 will not answer untll I have seen
my father."

Katherine's face deepened in color,
and her eyes flashed. “You are here
to sue for merey,” she sald, “not to
make conditions.

“I am not here to sue for mercy.
{ am here by the written request of
the minister of police. His letter

Your answer
without de-
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atates that my father Is here, 1 de-
mand to see the minister himsell”

The countess drew herself up
haughtily. *“Insolent girl,” she sald,
“you forget yourself, as you did last
pight, Remember that you are o
the presence of the wife of the minls-
ter of police, Countess Katherine Kar-
sicheff. T am not used to brook inso-
lence from inferiors.”

llda's eyes flashed with anger.
Meeting the malignant glance of the
rountess with a look of deflance, she
replied: “1 am mnot your Inferlor,
madame. You are not my equal. You
have taken advantage of my position
to work upon the affection of a chiid
for her father, for your own ends.
Your trick {8 too transparent. It has
falled. 1 can see the lle upon your
face—my father (8 not here!"

Katheripe lost control of herself,
“Daughter of the gutter,” she hissed,
“yon are in my power here, When

you leave this house it shall be for
the prison. You are not now In the
house of Count Nazimoff and Alexis
1§ not here w0 save you."

As the countesz spoke of Alexis,
Mlda Instantly divined the object her
enemy had had In view,

The enuntess continued: “You fool
—when he disgraced bis uniform,
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insulted his father, and humiliated his
guests Iast night to save you from
the lash you deserved, he simply play-
&l the mock herolc to win a smile
and the reward from a wanton."

"It Ia false! He loves me! 1 shall
be his wife!™ ered Tlda.

“Hls wife! Ha! ha! ha!" Kather-
ine's fronleal laughter was almost
maniacal in Ita wildness. “Iiis wife!
The only Intention Alexis Nazimoff
ever held regarding you was to make
you his plaything—not his wife!"

“Woman, you lie!"

Ilda, roused to uncontrollable pas-
slon by the stinging words of the
countess, hurled the lle in her teoth
with & fury eogual to that of Kather-
ine herself, and with heaving boeom
she stood gazing deflance at her mad-
dened and bafMed enemy. At the same
instant the door opened and General
Karsicheff entered from the library,
while Nicholas, who had just return-
ed, appeared at the other door.

Katherine, wrought up to uncon-
trollable frenzy, caught the arm of
her husband, and In words so shrill
£8 to be almost a scream of rage de-
manded [pstant vengeance, “1 ac
cuse her,” she exclalmed, pointing to
llda; “she insulted the eczar Tast
night, 1 accuse her, She s here—in
my power—punish her—{ demand it;
punish her now! Do you here now,
with the whip. She must feel the lash
till she writhes beneath it, till she
crawls on her Knees for merey (o
me!"

“Katherine, for God's sake, control
rourself,” appealed Constantine.
“Your volee ecan be heard in the
square.” he sald.

“Then act—act now!" yelled Kath-
erine,

The
cpened.

General Cobb and the baroness ap-
peared,

"Hello!™ sald the American, as he
caught sight of Ilda and recognized
her as the girl of the night before—
the woman whom Alexis vowed should
be his wife—"it is llda Barosky.”

llda, hearing her name in no un-
frlendly voice, turned to the speaker,
and hurriedly stepped to his side.
“Help me,” she appealed, “help me!
[ am In thelr power without a friend.”

“Well, not while I am on deck,”
sald Cobb. “What is the matter?”

“Stop, sir!” commanded Karsicheff.
“This Is the private office of the min-
ister of police, You have no right
here. [ demand that yon withdraw!”

“Certainly! lut first | must hear
what this gir]l has to =say. She has ap-
pealed to me for protection.'

“I have been brought in here by
a_trick—by a letter signed by the
minister of police,” hurriedly began
Ilda,

Nicholas springing forward stopped
her, “Hold! you have no right to
frenk—1 command you to stop. You,
sir, he contipued, “you have heard
my father's order, Leave the room—
leave the house!™

“Read that, sir” sald llda, attempt-
ing to hand the letter of the countess
to General Cobb.

Nicholas rushed between Cobb and
Ilda, and holding her at arm's length,
said: "“You cannot give that let-
ler to any one, It belongs to the min-

door lending to the library

he

ister of police. 1 again command
youn," he gsald, addressing Cobb, “to

ieave the room,”

The baroness qulcekly passed back of
Nicholas, and taking the paper from
Ilda, handed it to Cobb with the re-
bark: “The letter is on ze go!"

Cobb opened the paper instantly.
“Hello,” he sald, *“the girl's father
here—where §s her father?”

Katherine, who had been almost
suffocating with rage all this time,
now found her voice again. “Ruf-
fian,” she shouted, shaking her fist
at Cobhb, “ruffian, leave the room or
we will have you arrested.”

“l.ook here, General Karsicheft,"
sald Cobb, “this girl has been made
a victim of a trick for =ome object
that I do not know. She {8 here
riendless and powerless, and It s
my duty as a man to stand by her as
any true man ghould stand by a wom-
an in distress. Now, glr, | say, pro-
duce her father, or 1 will arralgn you
hefore Russia—before the world—as
a high officlal who can use his publie
position to vent his private spleen up-
cn & poor girl”

“I'll hear no more!" shouted Karsl-
cheff, stung to madness, and he sound-
ed the bell,

Rada!off entered.

“Take this girl Into custody!™
shouted Karslcheff.
“Pardon, your excellencr.” replied

fadaloff,” she is already In custody,
She was one of the prisoners cap-
tured in the Nihilist headquarters
this morning. The others are below
awalting your excellency's pleasure'*

Radaloff lald his hand on the shoul-
der of Ilda.

Now for the first time Katherine
saw that she had committed a stupid
blunder in sending the letter, but she
saw also that llda was thoroughly In
her power. “You hear, general, you
hear,” she cried, pointing two [lda.
“There she sta\ds, arrested this morn-
Ing. Bhe |s . traitor—an assassin!
You are the minister of pollce. Act at
once. Sentence her now—I demand
118 B

“Stop.,” cried Cobb, “there Ils no
proof on which to sentence her™

“Pardon," sald Radalelf. advancing
“Where this girl was captured there
was found a mine, & score of dyna-
mite bombs, and a tunne! leading o
the street alopg which bis majesty
the emperor waas to have passed o
day."

“It is epough,”

triuvmphantly ex-
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viaimed Karsicheff. “llda DBarssky,

you have been found plotting the as |

wassination of the czar, | sontence
you to ten years' lwprisonment In 8|
berin!™

“Good God, man,” erledd Cobbh, "yrm:

e Inhumon on such testimony (o
pass a sentence ke thatr!”

The baroness, overcome by excite
ment, eank on a lounge and Cobb flew
to her asaistance,

"What of the others, excellency? |

gald Radaloff, addressing the minister
"They are In the courtyard below
Shall they be sent first to the fortress,
or ehall they be brought before you.
Her brother is among them!™

Her brother!

The words caught
countess,

the ear of the
“Her brother is also ar
rested!  You hear, general, her broth
er!  He, too, must suffer! Sentence
him, too-—sentence them all.' _

Karsicheff gave a silent slgnal to
Radaloff, who retired,

“Action now—merclless severity,”
whispered Nicholas, “it Is your only
hope, and,” he added In a lower tone
to himself, “but a faint hope at that”

A tramp of soldiers outside caused |

all present to turn their eyes in the
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direction of the antechamber. The
door opened. Radaloff stood on one
elde and then appeared two soldiers
and two police guarding Ivan Barosky

The clock now showed about twents
minutes of twelve,

General Karsichelf took
behind the desk.

Ivan was brought before him.

“Your name?"

“Ivan Barosky."

“*You were eaptured this morning
in the Nihllist rendezvous?”

“I was arrested this morning,” was
the reply of Ivan.

“You admit then your guflt?"

1 ndmit nothing."

“What! Do you deny that you were
in this don of assassina?"

“l deny nothing.™

Karsichefl became furlous. 1 ghal)
find A& way to make you speak, tral
tor!™  he exclaimed; “meanwhile
pending further Inguiries, you are sen
tenced to twenty yearg In Siberia.”

“Poor Ivan!"™ It was from the bar
oness, - Bhe heard no more at the
time, for her sympathetie heart was
overstrained and she had fainted.

Ivan had turned to Ilda. They were
clasped for o moment In each other's
arms, for both well knew that in a
few minutes more they would be torr
apart, In all probability to meet or
earth no more,

But the vengeance of Katherine Kar
slicheff was not yet sated. She leaned
over the desk and hissed the words
into the ears of her husband—"The
others, her friends, séntence them
all, do you hear, ali! [ would have
my revenge complete. Do not disap
point me, Constantine, or 1 swear you
will regret it to your dying day!"

Constantine Karsichefl needed nc
urging.

his place

(To be continued.)
Damresch Can Be Sarcastie.
Walter Damrosch, the musician, de
lights to talk musle, but only with
those who have a technical musica.
education, He has no sympathy with
the nmateurs who do not understand
musie, just as the painter Whistler
had no sympathy with the amateurs
who did not understand the technigue
of color harmonies and of brush
work. Not long ago, at a dinner par
ty in New York, a voluble man bored
Mr. Damrosch with a long harangue
on musle. This man said “Home,
Sweet Home," would lve longer than
the bird music of “Slegfried,” and
that “After the Ball" had more depth
than the melancholy Mark motive of

“Tristan and lsolde.”
Finally the man turned his atten
tion to the sentimental song, “Once

I Was Pure as Thou,” which has of |
popular in certaln hum |

Inte grown
ble classes of soclety.

“Onee | Was Pure as Thou!" he ex
claimed, almost smacking his lips
“Ah, that's a song. Whenever | heas
that song it carrleg me away."

“*Will some one sing 'Once 1 Was
as Pure as Thou?™" sald Mr. Dam
rosch, looklng anxionsly up and down
the table.—Boston Post,

Submarine Experiments,

An important series of experiments
with submarines Is to be carried out
al Portsmouth. One of the prineipal
tests will consist of “fAzhing” for sub
marines with a wire net. For the
purpose of the experiments a netting
200 feet long, made of thin but strong
stee]l wire, Is to be attached to three
steam pinnaces, and by them drawn
under water at the depth whieh it
fa known submarines usufilly travel
When one of the Hitle eraft becomes
entangled in the meshes the two out
slde boats will close In around it, and
0 foree It to come to the surface or
sink.—lLondon Englineer,
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' LOOKS DUBIOUS FOR CZAR

At this time when the eyes and at
tention of the entire civillzed world
are focused on Russin, the czar and
his great army In the far east, the
horoscope of Nichilas 11, shonld prove
of interest, even to those who do not
believe that the position of certain
planets about the time of a person’s
birth has anything whatever to do
with the ups and downs of 1ife.

The czar was born at 8t Petera.
burg, May 18, 1868. The tlme of day
was noon, or to get the time down to
astrological nicety at 11 h, 56 m, 14 s,
a. m., St Petersbburg time. Accord-
ing to .4 horoscope published in an
astrological magazine ealled *“Des
tiny,” there were untoward aspects In
*he heavens about that time which
detormine that the ezar at this time
is in a most terrible position,

An evil influence has been at play
about him all his life. Simple and un-

SMALL BOY "WAS WANTED.

Demand for Sustenance Evidently
Fruitful of Results.

He was not more than six. He stood

stood on the curb In front of a large

hotel at Thirty-sixth and Chestonut

streets. His sturdy little legs wero
bare and brown, and he looked a
healthy youngster, with his arms

akimbho and a shock of surly brown
hair Wowing to the hreeze.

“Maw! Oh, Maw!" he yelled with
gll the strength of his young lungs
at the upper storles of the hotel. The
policemnn on the post stopped, two
mpeids who were rolllng perambula-
tors halted in their parade, the pas-
sengers on A passing trolley ecraned
thelr neeks, and two curious team-
sters pulled up to see what was the
matter,

“Maw! Oh, Maw!" yelled his cub-
ship, louder and more petulantly, all
oblivions of the attention he was at-
tracting, The volee reached its mark,
A window in the fifth story shot up;
n woman put her head out. At sight
of her the youngster, with all his
strength, erled out:

“Oh, Maw, throw down my hat an'
a plece of bread and butter with su
gar on it inside!™

The head at the window discppear-
ed, the maids turned awey, the pas-
sengers on the car laughed, the cop
grinned, and the tradesmen were just
saying “Git up” to thelr steeds when
a bellboy appeared. As he towed the
small boy into the hotel he sald slg
nificantly, “Your mother wants to see
you."—Philadelphia Press.

HOROECOPE OF THE CZAR.

assuming in manner, with both the
ability and the desire to do his duty,
ho stamis surrounded by friends and
counsalors who are false and decep-
tive, and by enemies who are power
ful and unylelding.

He is not a robbust man, and his
constitution 8 by no means strong
His nervous system s weak and de-
ranged, and ho lacks stamina and
force of will. Heavenly slgns at the
time of his birth foreordained that
fate would be too powerful for his
weak frame and feeblo will to stand
against. i

All of these doomful, dublous signs
the astrologer who ciphered out the
horogcope interprets as disastrous.
The portents point to the defeat of
Russlan armes in the present struggle
with Japan, internal eruptions In the
groant empire of the bear, humiliation,
dlsmemberment, and Jdeath of the
CZAr.

HE SOLD HIS COAL

SCOTCHMAN “MELD UP” UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT.

War Vesse! in Puranit of the Confed-
erate Crulser Alabama Filled Its
Bunkers with Fue! at a Cost to Un-
cle Sam of $80,000,

“One of the pecullar husinesses that
grow up as a result of the civil war
wns the establishment of private coal
Ing stations In all sorts of out of the
way places,” romarked B. McKee,
Inte of the United States navy. “You
gee, the government could not tell on
whiat part of the earth’'s surface its
war vessels might have to omiise Im
their chase for privateers and other
craft menncing its operations, and, of
ocourse, couldl not make arrangements
for coal. As a eonsequence the eap-
taina were authorized to secure the
best bargains they could at such poris
as they might touch when a supply
was needed, Theifty ones In the most
unfrequented waters prepared for a
possible vialt from a United States
war steamer with low coal bunkers,
and when the flsh entered thelr net
they charged up for the time thes
had to walt. They were not patriots,
but were on earth strietly for the root
of nil evil,

“I was & marine on the Vanderbilt
during her 25,000-mile chase after the
confederate crulser Alabama. We left
the port of New York In 1862, We
took Capt. John A, Winslow to Fayal,
in the West Indies, where he took com-
mand of the Kearsarge, the vessel
that eventunlly rounded up the prey.
At that time the ocenn was dotted
with the ships of Uncle Sam In quest
of the greatest and most formidable
of the enemy's crulsers.

“At nearly every port we stopped wa
would get more or less misleading in-
formation, and would hopefully follow
every clew, While In the South At-
lantic we heard from what appeared
to be a most authentle source ‘that
the Alabama was at the Cape of Good
Hope., As we approached St. Helena
Napoleon's Island, the eoal bunkers
got low, and we stopped there, and
openad negotiations with a Scotchman
for a new supply. He serenely de-
manded $30 a ton In gold, without
going to the trouble of removing his
pipe while stating his outrageous

et

GERMAN BICYCLE PATROL

This contrivance is used by German soldiers in guarding the rallways along
the frontiers,

Germans In Samoa.

The German occupation of Samoa
does not appear to be a success. The
landed proprietors, unable to make
money out of thelr estates, are emi
grating to America, and the heavy
freight rates and import duties are a
serious matter to the smaller busl-
ness people.

From Paris the latest automoblle
fad has come, and the dog that goes
motoring with his master or mistress
will hercafter wear goggles, coat and
‘cap In New York just as his Buropean
brother has been doing for several
years.

Women will be very prompt to take
up this pew fad, the automobile supply
dealers belleve. It has long been n
custom in France to protect pet dogs
with the peculiar outfit of the automo-
bilists, and It is contended by those
who have set the fasbion that a dog
| needs sueh protection quite as much
as & human being. It is argued that
| the dog’s eyes are even more suscep-

and dust than are those of the auto
moblliet, and for this reason he is en-
titled to the protection afforded by
goggles,

lLap dogs, necustomed to the atmo
sphere of a house, cannot stand the
chilling effect of the draught created
by the swift motion of the antomobile
on country roads, it is asserted, and
for this reason they must have an au-
tomoblle eoat.

80 the New York dog that goea rid-
ing in » touring car henceforth, if he

terms. The exchange was $285, mak-
ing the total price Uncle Sam was
asked to pay $80 a ton, and we wera
using 400 tons a day running at mod-
erate speed.

“After a run of ten hours the ship’s
officers held a consultation. The al
most impossibility of reaching the
cape without coal was only too clear,
and if a storm should come up the
ship would be absolutely helpless. It
was a hard thing to do, but there
dido't seem to be any alterpative, The
ship was reversed and put back to St
Helenn. ‘Scotchy’ was occupying the
identical position we had left him in
on his black gold mine. This time he
was a trifle more Interested, because
lie knew we were going to trade with
him. He gave us his philosophy In
this way: He had been sitting on that
coal plle for eighteen months, walting
for & ship to come that had to have
it. He observed from the helght of
the Vanderbllt above the water that
she came In light, and that her officers
would not dare risk a storm while
she stood up so high, Our return did
not surprise him a bit, and he soon
got his men to work and leaded 1,000,
tons In the bhold, for which the tederal
government pald $80,000. He saild
somebody had to pay for his tobacoo
aud his patience, and we happened to
be the  viectims. He admired the
United States and sometimes feit
sympathetie—but sympathy wouldn't
buy whisky and things llke money
would."—Kansas City Journal.

Taught by Phonograph.

A book sgent recently obtained ad-
mission to the office of Thomas Edl.
son, and assalled him with such an ag-
rregation of arguments in favor of the
publication she represented that the
famous Inventor hurrledly subserib
After a gradual restoration of his
energles Mr. Edlson asked:

“How did you ever succeed In mas.
tering such & long and convincing

.

be & real stylish dog, must put on all | speech as that?”

the “toggery” of his master or mis.
tréess, be he pug. bull terrier,
sound or Great Dane.~New

luhla ¢ the Ipjurious cffect of wiad | Press,

grey- |
York | swoelly,

“Oh, our speeches are taught us at
the homwe office,” responded the lady,
“by means of the phono-
graoh "—Harper's Weekly,
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