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CHAPTER X-—Continued.
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Hugh walked the top of the
atnlrs A grln sprend over his face
as he saw half o dozen familinr faces
in the hall, and he hailed them
cheerlly.

“Like old times he Inughed
“Where's the driver of the lorry?”

“That's me, them
stepped forwnrd

*Good,"” sald Hugh
ten miles from here
crowd one by one on the road as you
ko nlonig. Yoo can take It from me
thut none of will sny nnything
ahout It, even when they wake up,
Then take her back to your garnge
I'Il see you Inter,

“Now.," went on Hugh, ns they henrd
the sound of the departing lorry,
“we've got to set the scene for
morrow morning.” He glanced at his
watch, “Just eleven, How long will
it tnke me to got the old buzz-hox to
Laldley Towers?'

“Laldley Towers,” echoed Darrell,
“Whiat the devil are you going there
for?"

“I Just enn't bear to be parted from
Henry for one moment longer than
necessary,” suld Hugh quletly, *“And
Henry I8 there, in a prulseworthy en-
deavor to Hft the duchess pearls, | . .
Denr Honry 1" His two fists clenched,
end the Amerlean, looking at his face,
Inughed softly,

But It was only for a moment that
Drummond lndulged in the pleasures
of antlcipntion; all that could come
ufter. And just now there were other
things to be done—many others, [f
events next mornlng were to go as
they should,

“Take those
room,"” he eried.
0 dend Boche on
come In  very
echeme.”

“A dend Boche!"
rabblt  gave a
“Good heavens!
heyond n Joke”

Hugh looked at him coldly.

“You'll find it beyond a joke, you
miserable little rat” he anld quietly,
“If you speak to me Hke that” He
ltughed ns the other shrank past him.
“I'hree of you boys in there,” he or-
dered briskly, “and if elther of them
&!vem the slightest trouble clip hlin
«ver the head. Now let's have the
xest of the crowd in here, Peter,”

They came filing In, snd Hugh
waved a cheery hand in greeting.

“How goes It, you fellows," he eried
*with his Infectlous grin. “Like s com-
pany  pow-wow before popplng the
purapet. What! And It's u bigger
show this time, boys, than any you've
hind ever the water, Gather round,
and lsten to me."”

For five minutes he spoke, and his
nudience nodded delightedly, Apart

to

bhovs,™

One of

sir
“Take sour bhus
then uh'up thut

10

two Into the center
“Incldentally there's
the floor, but he'll
handy In my little

The intimidated
frightened squenk,
you ruffian, this |s

from thelr love for Drummond—and
three out of every four of them knew

And Once Again the American Laughed
Softly at the Look on His Face

bl personnlly =t was o selicie which
tickled them to denth, Apd he
careful to tell them just snough of the
sinlster deslgn of the masier-eriminm
to make thew
the Issue,
“That's sl clear, then,” suld Drum

Wns

realize the bifness of

mond, rising. “Now ['m off Toby,
1 want you to come, 100, We ouglit
to be thets by midoight.”

“There's only ohe point, cuptuin,’

remarked the American, ns the group
began to disperse,  “That safe—and
the ledger.” ¥e fumbled In his pocker,
and produced o smnll Indla-rubber bhot

the. “I've got  the soup here—gel
tgnite,” he explulned, as he saw the
mystified look on the other's face, *1

reckoned It might come in hundy, Al
#0 A Tuse nnd detonater,”
“Splendid ! sald Hugh, “splendld !
You're an acquisition, Mr. Green, 1o
oy gotbeving Bt T think—1 think-

Lakington [frst Oh! yes—most un-
doubtediy—IHenry first(”
And once agnin the Amerlenn

Inughed =oftly at the look on his face,

CHAPTER XI

In Which Lakington Plays His Last
"Coup."
ONE

= ']'HII_V, I'vir
Ing that

got n sort of horrid feel.
the hunt s nenrly over."
With rogretful sigh Hugh swong
the eart out of the sleeping town of
Godalming 'n-the direction of I;I”t“!‘y
Mile after mile dropped
behind  the powerful two-
seater, and still Drummond's eyes waore

Towers,
MOt Iil}'

n look of resigned sadness,

“Very nearly over” he remarked
ngoin “And then once more the
tedium  of  respectabllity  positively

stores us In the face

“"You'll he getting married, old hean.”
murmured Toby Rinclale hopefully,

For a moment his companion bright-
ened up.

“True, O King" he answered, “It
will ease the situntlon somewhnt; at
least, I suppose s0. DBut think of It
Toby: no Lakington, no Peterson—
nothing at all to play about with and
keep one amused.”

“¥You're very certain, Hugh."
1 feeling a'most
glaneed at  the
profile beslde him.
slip , . .

“My dear old man,” Interrupted
Drummond, “there's only one cure for
the proverb-quoting disease—a dose of
salts In the morning.” For a while
they raced on through the warm sum-
mer's night In sllence, and it was not
til they were within n mile of thelr
destination that Sinelalr spoke agaln,

“What are you golng do with
them, Hugh?"

"Who—eur Carl and lttle Henry?!

With
of wonder Sinclalr
square-jawed, ugly

“There's many a

to

Drummond grinned gently, “Why, 1
think that Carl and I will part
amleably-——unless, of course, he glves

me any trouble. And as for Laking-
tom=—we'll have to see about Loking-
ton,”  The grin faded from hils face
as he spoke, “We'll have to see about
our little Henry," he repeated softly.
"And I can't help feeling, Toby, that
between us we shall find 0 method of
tldding the earth of such a thoroughly
unpleasing fellow."

“Yon mean to kil him?"
the other non-committally,

“Just that, and no more,” responded
Hugh, “Tomorrow morning as ever
I8, But he's golng to get the shock
of his young life before it happens.'

He pulled the ear up sllently in the
teep shandows of some frees, and the
Lwoe men got out,

“Now, old boy, you take her back
to The Elms™

“But confound
Tobhy Sinclalr,
to heip you?*

“I do: by taking the buzz-box back,
This Httle show s my shout.”

For a moment or two Hugh stood
witching the ear as it disappeared
down the road along which they had
Just come, while his thoughts turned
to the girl now safely asleep In his
flnt In London.  Another week-—per-
haps a fortnight—but no more. Not
n day more, And so delightful
was the traln of thought thus con-
Jured up, that for a while Peterson
and Lakington were forgotten. The
rosente drenms of the young about to
wed have heen known to aet similarly
hefore,

Wherefore to the soldler's Instine-
tive sécond nature, tralned in the war
and sharpened by his grim duel with
the gang, must be given the ecredit of
preventing the ringlug of the wedding-
hells bhelng |la|4l|lu[|e'|! for good The
sudden snup of a twig close h,\" the
sharp hiss of » compressed.ale rifls,

grunted

it all" spluttered
"Don't you want me

| seemed shmultuneous with Hugh hurl

Ing himself flnt on his fuce hohind a
sheltering bush, In reality there was
thint fraction of a secondd hetween the
netlons nllowed the bullet to
pass hnrmlessly over his body Insteqd
of Nplsling his career there and then.
He heard it go zipping theough the
undergrowth as he lay motlonless on
the ground ; then he
turned hig head nnd peered about

A shirub was n few yurds
mwny, ond on it Mugh fixed his half
If he lny quite still the
mun, whoever he wns, would probiahly
nEsume the shot had tnken effect, and
come and Iinvestigate Then  things
wonld be ensler % Iwo three
Boches had s |
In Aduys eong

For two

which

very enutiously
shnking

Clokind Byoes

or
iHscovermd thelr

by
minutes

o

I snw no one;
then very slowly the branches parted

and the white face of & man peered
throngt It wis “the chauffour who
usunlly drove the Rolls Royes, and
he seemed unduly anxions te satisfy

imself thar all was well befors com
g vearer. The fame of Mugh Drum
mend had spread abrond amongst the
pitellites of IMelerson

At Tust he secmmod to make up his
mind, and cnme out inte the open
Step by step he ndvanced toward the
motoniess Agure, his weapon held in
reidiness to shoot at  the falntes
Hoyvemen! But  the soldier luy
sprawliog and inert, and by the tio

the Chinnenr fmd reachod hw there

| the

wis no doubt In that worthy's mind

that, at Iast, this wretched meddler
with things that concemed him not
had been lald by the heels, Which

wns ns unfortunate for the chauffeur
ns 1t had been for uuwary Huns in
the past

Contemptuously he rolled Drum-
mond over: then, noting the relaxed
and fnert limbs, he lald his
gin on the ground preparatory to run-
ning through hls vietim's pockets, And
fact that such an aection was o
iittle more foollsh than offering a man-
vating tiger s peppermint lozenge did
pot trouble the chauffeur. In fuact,
nothing troubled him agaln,

He got out one gasping ery of ter-
ror as he realized his mistake; then
he had a blurred consclousness of the
world upside down, and everything
was over. It was Olakl's most danger-
ous throw, earried out by gripping the
vietlm's wrists and hurllng his body
over by a heave of the legs. And nine

muscios

times out of ten the result was an
broken neck. This was one of the
nine,

For n while the soldler stared at the
body, frownlng thoughtfully. Teo have
killed the chauffeur was inconvenlent,
but sinece it had happened It neces-
sitated a littie rearrangement of his
plans. The moon was setting and the
night would become darker, so there
was o good chance that Laklngton
would not recognize that the driver
of his ear had changed. And If he
did—well, it would be necessary to |
forego the somewhat theatrleal enter-
tainment he had staged for his bepefit

at The Elms, DBending over the dead
man, he removed hig long grey driv-
Ing-cont and cap; then, without n

sound, he threaded his way through
the bushes in search of the car,

He found It about g hundeed yards |
nenrer the house, s0 well hidden in
n small space off the rond that he
was nlmost on top of It before he real-
ized the fact. To his rellef it was
empty, and placing his own cap in a
pocket under the seat he put on the
driving-cont of hls predecessor, Then,
with o quick glance round to ensure
that everything was In readiness for |
the Immediate and rapid departure
such as he Imagined Lakington wonld
desire, he turned and crept stealthily |
toward the house.

TWO

Laldley Towers was en fete. The
duchess, determined that every con-
celvable stunt should be earried out
which would make for the entertaln-
mwent of her guests, had spared no
puins to make the evening a success,
The duke, bored to extinction, had
been five times routed out of hig study
by his Indefatigable spouse, and was
now, at the moment Hugh first came
In sight of the house, engaged in shak-
ing hands with a tall, aristocratic-
looking Indian.

“How d'y. do,” he murmured va-
cantly. “What did you say the dam’
fellnh's name was, my dear?" he whis-
pered In @ hoarse undertone to the
duchess, who stood beslde him wel-
coming the distinguished forelgner.

“We're so glnd you could come, Mr.
Ram Dar,"” remavked the duchess af-
fably. “Everyone Is so looking for-
ward to your wonderful entertain-
ment.” Round her neck were the his.
toric pearls, and as the Indian bowed
low over ‘her ontstretched hand, his
eves gleamed for a second, |

It had been the marquis of Laidley |
llmself who had suggested getting
hold of this most celebrated performs-
er, who had apparently never been
in England before, And since the
marquis of Laidley’s coming-of-age
wis the cause of the whole evening's |

entertalpment, his  suggestion  hind
heen hafled with acclumntion. How
he had heard about the Indian, and

from whom, were points uhout which
he was very vague; but since he was

n very vugue young mnn, the fuct |
elicited ne comment. The main mlm:1
wiie that here, in the flesh, was a

dark, mysterious pertormer of the o |

cult, and what more could a house I
party  require? And In the geperal [
exeltement  Hogh Drommond  erept |

closer to the open window, Suddenly |
his Juw tightened; Irma Peterson had |
eritered the room with young Laldley

“Do you want nnyihing Mr.
Kam Dur?" asked the “the
Ughts down or the window shut?”’

“No, 1 thank you,” returncd the In
dian, I am ready Who trest will
lesrn of the things that are written on
the scroll of Fate?'

And it was at that moment (hat the
intent watcher ontside the window
hegan to shinke with sllent mirth, For
the face was the face of the Indian,
Ram Dar, but the volee was the volde
of Lakington, It struck him  that
the next ten minutes or so might be
well worth while, The problem of re-
moving the pearls from the duchess'
neck before such an assembly seemed
to present a certiln amount of dif
enlty even to such an expert as Henvy
And Huagh crept a lttle nearer the
window, §0 a® to miss nothing

Evidently the sfene Wis now
the uecessary props were in position

and Hugh walted with growing -
jatience for the principal event. But
the principal performer secmed In no

dong

iluehiess

sl —
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ington was thoroughly enjoying him-
self. An Intimate Inside knowledge
of the skeletons ‘hat rattled thelr
bones in the cupboarde of most of
those precent enabled the gods to
spenk with disconcerting accurncy,
and as each victim Insisted on =ome-
body new facing the sands that chime
from beyond the mountning, the pes-
formance seemed lHkely to Inst Indefi-
nitely.

At last a sudden delighted burst of
applause came from the group, an-
nouncing the digscomfiture of yet an-
other guest, and with it Lakington
seamed to tlre of the amusement. En-
grosgged though he was In the antielpns
tion of the mnin Itemn which was still
to be staged, Drummond eould pot Liut
ndmire the eairasordinary accurncy of
the character study., Not o detall had
been overlooked; not a gingle flaw in
Lakington's acting could he notige. It
was an Indian who stood there, and
when a few days later Hugh retorned
her pearls to the duchess, for a long
time nefither she nor her husbund
would belleye that Ram Dar had been
an Englishman disguised. . . . And this
was what happened as seen by the
fascinanted onlooker crouching near the
window vniside,

Superbly disdainful,
after a short, meaninglesg
hold the attention of the andience,
stalked ta the open window., With
arms outstretched he stared Into the
darkness, seeming (o gather strength
from the gods whom he served,

“Do your ears not hear the whisper-

the Iudian
piatter, to

ings of the night?' he demanded. “Life |

rustling in the leaves; death moaning

:'-"1"1';’_ ]

“Where Did the Protector of the Poor
Obtain the Satred Cabinet of the
Chow Kings?"

through the grasses.” And suddenly he
threw back his head and laughed, a
flerce, mocking laugh; then he swung

I round and faced the room, For a while

he stood motionless, and Hugh, from
the shelter of the bushes, wondered
whether the two quick flashes that
had come from his robe as he spoke—
flashes such as a small electric torch

| will give, and which were unseen by

anyone else—were a signal to the de-
funct chanffeur.
Then a peculiar look came over the

Indian's face, as his eyes fell on n
Chinese cabinet.
“Where did the Protector of the

PPoar obtain the sacred ecabinet of the
Chow kings?' He peered at it rever-
ently, and the duke coughed.

“One of my sancestors picked It up
somewhere,” he answered apologeti-
cally.

“Fashloned with the blood of men,
gunrded with their llves, and one of
your ancestors piecked it up!”?  The
duke withered completely under the
biting scorn of the words, and seemed

| about 1o say something, but the Indign

had tarned away, and his long, deliente

| fingers were hovering over the box.
With gleaming oves he =tared in
frovr of him, sod o woman shuddersd

Ll .
“"What s It supposed 1o do?" she
ventured
“"For

1the

thnidiy
centuries
Jewels-

bhox  contalned
beyomd  worls

of the relgning queens of the Chow
dynasty, They were wrapped in sil-
vor and gold of whieh this Is

that

precions

tisste

a feeble, modern substitnte”

From a cuommerbund under his robe
he drew a plece of shinlng muterial
the sppearance of which was greeted
with eries of fewinine delight,

“Yon wouldd not ask me to commit
saerilege? Quietly he preplaced the

materinl in his bhelt and torned avway
and Hugl's eyes ghlistensd at the cley-
erpess with which the man
Ing. Whether they belleved it or not,
theres wig not g soul In the room hy
this time who was not consimued with
eagerness (o put the Chinese eabinet
o the test

“Supposing you took wy pearis, Mr
Kam Dar,” sald the dochess diffident-
lyv. *I know that compared to such
historie jewels they are poor, hut per-
haps It would not be sacrilege.”

Not a on Lakington's fuce
twitched, though It was the thing he
HTTT playing for
goomied to be sunk In thought. while
the duchess continued pleading, and
the rest of the party added their on

wnsE nct

l'NIl'-'rh'

Lrerertd Iustead  he

treatles. Then, as if he had declided
suddenly, he swung round
“T will try,” he announced brieds

nnd the duchess headed the chorug of
delight,  “Will the Presences stand
haek, and you, vaur Grace, tuke that ¥

burry. In fact, in his dry way Lak

He handed her the plece of mater.al,

“No hand but yours must touch the
pearls, Wrap them up Inside the sil-
ver and gold” Aloofly he watched
the process, “Now advance alone, and
vpen the box. Place the pearls in-
side, Now shut and lock It." Obedl-
ently the duchess did as ghe was hid;
then she stood walting for further in-
stroctions.

But apparently by this time the
Great Brooding Spirit was beginning
to take effect. Singing a monotonous,
harsh chant, the Indian knelt on the
floor, and poured some powder into
a little brozier. He was still close
to the open window, and finally he sat
down with his elbows on his knees,
and his head rocking to and fro In
hiw bands

“Tass light—less Aght!” The words
Seemex] To come from o great distnnce
—vintritoquisin In o mild way was
one of Lakington's accomplishments ;
und as the lighls went ont a greenish,
spluttering fliune rose from the hrogler,
A lheavy, odorsas gmoke  filled the
rootn, but fram®l and motionless in
the eerfe light =at the Indian, staring
fixedly In front of him, After a time
the ehnnt. began agaln: it grew and
swelled in volume till the singer grew
frenzied and beat his head with his
hands, Then abruptly it stoppell.

“Place the hox upon the floor,” he

ordered, “In the light of the Sacred
Fire., Huogh saw the duchess kneel
down on the opposite slde of the

brazier, and place the box on the floor,
while the fuces of the guests—strange
and ghostiy In the great Mght—peered
like specters out of the heavy smoke,
This was undoubtedly a show worth
watehing.

“Open the box!” Harshly thie words

| rang through the silent room, and with

fingers that trembled a little the dueh-

ess turned the key and threw back
the lid.
“Why, it's empty!™ she eried In

amazement, and the guesis eraned for-

| ward to look,

“Put not your hand inslde” eried

the Indian in sudden warning, “or per-

chiance It will remaln empty."

The duchess rapidly witlidrew her
hand, and stared ineredulously through
the smoke at his impassive face,

“Did 1 not say that there was power
in the box?' he =ald dreamily, “The

! power to render Invisible—the power

| said
| Ively.

visible,
the

Thus
Jewels of

to render
tection to
queens,” -
“Thut's all right, Mr., Ram Dar"
the duchess 2 lHttle apprehens-
“There may be power In the

came
the

pro-
Chow

| ' e
box, but my pearls don't seem to be.

The Indian laughed.

“None but you has touched the cnbe
Inet, your Grace; none but you must
touch it till the pearls return. They

are there now; but not for mortal
eves'to see”
Whieh, inecldentnlly, was no mora

than the truth,

“Look, oh! sahibs, look;
tonch. See that to your vislon the box
is emputy. " He walted motion-
less, while the guests thronged round,
with expressions of amazement; and
Hugh, safe from view in the thick,
sweet-smelling sinoke, cnme even nears
e In his excitement.

“It 1& enough,” eried the Indian
suddenly, “Stmt the box, your grace,
nnd lock it as before. Now place it
on the table whence it came, I8 It
there?™

“Yes." The duchess' volee cnme out
of the green fog.

“Go not too near,” he continued
warningly., “The gods must have
space—the gods must have space.”

Again the harsh chant began, at

thwes swelling to a shout, at times
dying mway to 8 whisper. And it was
during one of these latter periods that
n low laugh, instantly checked, dis-
turbed the room. 1t was plainly audi-
ble, and someone irritably said, “Be
quiet!™ It was not repeated, whieh
afforded Hugh, at any rate, no sur-
prise, For it had been Irma Peterson
whe had laughed, apd it might have
been hilarity, or it might have been
signnl,
“Bring the box, your grace,” he cried
harshly, and once more the duchess
knelt In the cleele of light, with a
row of dimly secn faces nbove her,

“Open: but a5 you value your pearls
—tonch them not” Excitedly she
threw back the lid, and a chorus of
greeted the appearance of the
gold and sliver tissoe at the bottein of
the hox

“They're Mr., lam Dar”

In the green lght the Indian's som-
ber oyes staridd round the group of

but do not

eries

thm faces
(T BE CONTINUED.)
The Iberians.
The Iherins were an anclery peo-
ple Hving ut the wouth of the Iberus
(Elro) river In custern Spualn,  Luater

the inhahbitaots of the entire peninsula

were called lberians, The term now
Is applieed to the primitive Neolithie
and  bronge-age wen whose remning

nnd relies are found In anclent graves
tel throughout Eiue
rope.  The rnce was churacterized by
long heads and short stature, The
term herin still is  freguently  used
in to Spoln und Portugul,
especinlly o literature, the expression
Therian peninsula being guite common

Zrottiws weslern

reference

World's Largest Spring.

Whint the largest spring In the
world?  Florida has one which must
pear the head of the list. This is
ealled Wakulla spring, It Is 400 feet
1 I8 80 feet deep and flows al
the rate of 120008 gullons of watet
every minute, It gives rise to a river
o930 feer wide at Its source. This
mammoth spring is situnted about 1§
miles from  Tallahassee —Outlonk,

Is
110

ross,

Spared Something.
Jonah shuddetred.
“Suppose they had quarantined rha
whule and me for typhus?” L crisd

- e
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| per minute,

Literary Invention,

“Yes, sir,” sald the author,
figure I've got the one hest
all history.”

“What's the plot?" Inguired the pabs
lisher, doubtfully,

“Never mind the plot,"” sald the ans
thor, “You know everybody skimg and
jumps about in a book. Well, 've jusi
picked out the places they jump to
and put ‘em all in the first twe, chap-
ters,"”

With a ery of joy the publigher ems
braced the author and threw him out
the window dellghtedly.

“y
of

soellor

No Hope for Him.
He—Can you give me no hope? '
She—None whatever; I'm going to
marry yvou.—Boston Transeoript.

6 BELL-ANS
Hot water
_ — Sure Relief
BELL-A

FOR INDIGESTION

- WATCH
THE BIG 4 !

Stomach-Kidneys-Heart-Liver

Keep the vital organs healthy by
regularly taking the world's stand-
ard remedy for kidney, liver,
bladder and uric acid troubles —

GOLD MEDAL

CAPSULES

Tue Nationsl Remedy of Holland for
centuries an/, endorsed by Queen Wilhele
mina. At all droggists, three sizes.

Gold Medal
Hhﬁuuu W u::mlu

—FOR SALE—
CALIFORNIA LAND

18 acres, located In Glenn Co., Cal,,
mile to school and two miles to town. J\“
of truct in ocultlviation, Soll is sill loam
with almonds main crop., Orchard or 750
almond trees. Can be Irrignted. by well
If neaded, No improvements, This almond
orchard lles on the Oroville-Willows lite
ernl of the state highway and will soomn
be paved, making this an exceptional buye
Price is 800 per acre with possession to
be arrangad
write or ses

JOHN N. WESTHERG, Butte City, Calit,
(R Y O .- 2 R S WL £ Fr o

PIMPLES AND BOILS

¥ou should regard these oute
breaks as danger signals, They are

-~

}

For further informatios

& sure sign something is wrong
within, ook to your blood at
once. The poisonous impurities

have collected in your eirculation
until the danger point has heen
reached. Start right now, today,
to purify your blood with 8. 8. 8.

For Special Booklat or for indi.
vidualadvice, without char ge,
write Chief Medical Advisor,
858585 Co., Dep's 431, Atlanta, Ga.
Get 5. 5. 5. at your druggist.

9.5,

Shc Standard Blood Purifier

e FOR SAL e —
IMPROVED CALIFORNIA LAND
880 acres, locuted In Glenn Co., Calif.

two miles to town and school on land. Ali

of tract in cultlvation. Soll s silt loam
with alfalfa, barley and wheat main CTO iy

Famlily orchard, Irvigation, well, 3.000 ad,

Improvements consist ..? i’}

room house, bath, tenant house, twea large

barns, bunk houss, tank houses Eranarias
and all bulldings necesmary. State highe

§

WAY runs throukh piace. Fenced with
wire and wood. Price |» 250 racre with
ssesnion Oct Ist. For further \nf: gy -

on write or see
OHN N. WESTEERG, Butte Qlty. Calit, ‘

Cuticura Soap

— AND OINTMENT

Clear the Skin

Soap 25¢, Ointment 25 sad 50¢, Talcum 25¢.

Ju_ A Ii_llm_vlir-n. Houma, La

W. N. U., SIOUX CITY, NO. 331921,




