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WEST DQINT?

e

HARLES W, ELIOT, president emerl-
tus of Harvard university, made an
nddress not long ango before the
Harvard Tegehers' association, In
which he severely criticized (he

[ ] { United States Military academy at

West Polat as an educational Instl-
tution,
Now, West Polnt Is an institution
of supreme national Inportance, If
Dr. Eliot's criticisms can be sus-
g tained, It is the manifest duty of
eongress and the secretary of war to bring about
all chunges necessary to fit the Institution to Its
high publie purpose,

Roepresentative Fred A, Britten of Illinols In-
trodaced a resolution requesting that certnin In-
formntion be furnished the house by the war
depurtment, Representative  Julius  Kahn of
Califortiia, chalrman of the committee on military
affairs, wrote to Secretary of War Newton D,
Baker concerning this resolution, Secretary Baker
took this opportunity to write Representative
Kahn a long communieation, which is In purpose
and effect o formnl defense of West Point and
an answer to Dr. Ellot's eriticlsms, In view of
the supreme importance of West TPolnt as an
American lpstitution, a summary of Secretary
Baker's defense Is well worth printing.

Dr, Ellot's criticlsms are as follows:

1. “No American school or college Intended for
youths between 18 and 20 years of age should
accept such Ukprepared materlal as West Polnt
acecepts,

2, “No school or college should have a com-
pletely prescribed currlenlum,

8, “No school or college should have itg teach-
Ing done almost exclusively by recent graduantes
of the same schoel or college who are not teach-
ers and who serve short terms.

4. “The graduntes of West Point durlng the
World War, both In the field and In buslness
oftices, did not escape, with few exceptions, from
the methods which they had beeén taught and
drilled in during peace. The methods of fighting
were, In the maln, new and the methods of sup-
ply and account ought to have been new., Tha
red-tape methods preseribed to the Amerlean
Regulor Army officers of passing the buck were
very mischlevous all through the actual fighting
and remain a serious Impediment to the efficlency
of the war department to this day.

In answering criticism No 1, Secretary Baker
seta forth the methods of admission to West
Point by congressional and presidential appoint-
ment, competitive examinations, entrance exam-
fnations, ete. He then says, In part:

“From 1838 to 1015 the total number of candl-
dutes who have presented themselves for adinls-
sion to West Point has been 17,010, Of these
8,352 have been admitted. Of the residue 4,220
were réjected for admission by the academle
board ; 2740 failed to report; 921 were rejected by
the medfenl board; 673 were relected by the jolnt
actlon ot the academle board and the medieal
bonrd ; 68 passed, for whom uo vacancies existed ;
108 falled to complete the exanminantions: 188 (le-
clined appointments after compléting the exami-
pation, agd 58 appointments were canceled,

“It thus appenrs thay the process of selection s
countrywide; that the requiréments, from a purely
acndemle standpoint, are adequately high, and
that the stendards are rigidly enforced.

“Taking American secondary edueatlon ns It 1s,
tor rich and poor, In the clty nd In the country,
east and west, I am persuaded that no college
drawing Its stedents from a wide geographlcal
arcda comparts with West Polot In the quality of
the material which It recelves, nnd If more uni,
form excellence could be obtained by sectlongl or
class selectlon, surely the excliange would be a
bad one for The natlonal constitueney which the

Avoademy hos always had”

As to eritictam No, 2, Secretary Baker says he
does not attaeh any value to any opinion he
might express 48 {o the controversy hetween the
preseritied curffoulum and the free electlve sys-
tems of collez'ate education. DBut, he suys, It
emnnot be conceded thot West Polnt has n fixed,
inetastie and unchanging curriculum He men
tions the n';:pnlnum-n' of a hoard of Investiga
tlon In 1017, and says it Is only one In n con-
tinulng series of Investigations with the view of
adaptire the instruction to the demands which

the World War has shown could be made upon
military men, He then says, in part:

“After all, West PPoint 18 a special school, as 18
the Naval neademy at  Annapolls, as Ia any
school of mines, or of chemlsatry, or of langunges.
This does not justify the turning out of soldlers,
or mining engineers, or chemists, who know noth-
Ing else; but It does Justify a course of nstruction
which emphasizes the speelalty, while It pro-
duces an educated man, The purpose of West
Point, therefore, Is not to act as a glorified drill
sergeant, but to lay a foundation upen which a
career of growth™Nn military knowledge can bhe
bused, and to accompany it with two Indispensable
additions; first, such a general training as edu-
ented men find necessary for Intelligent Inter-
course with one another, and second, the Incul-
cation of a set of virtues admirable always, but
Indispensahle in the soldler. Men may be inexact,
or even untruthful, in ordinary matters, and suf-
fer as a consequence only the disesteem of thelr
associates, or the Inconvenlences of unfavorable
Htigation; but the inexact or untruthful soldier
trifltes with the llves of his fellow men, und the
honor of his government, and It Is, therefore, no
matter of ldle pride, but rather of stern dis-
ciplinary necessity that makes West Polnt re-
quire of her students n character for trustworthi-
ness which knows no evaslons,

“1 onght to point out that West Point is but the
beginning of education In the army. In each of
the services there are continuation schools of
growing breadth and uscfulness, and the plan
toward which army edueation Is tending will
more and more seek only the fundamentals, both
of education and character, at West Point, and
look more and more to the special schools for
the technleal, seclentifie completion.

“A test mny be appealed to with econfidence.
During the first hundred years (1802-1002) of Its
exlstence, 2,471 graduates of West Polnt left the
army to go Into elvil life. The occupatlons of
these graduates are shown In the following
table: DPresident of the United States, 1; presl-
dent of the Confederate States, 1; présidential
candldantes, 3; vice-presidentinl  eandidates, 23
members of the eabinet of the United States, 4;
ambassador, 1; ministers of the Unlted Siates to
foreign countries, 14; charge d'affalres of the
United States to forelgn countries, 2; Unlted
States consul generals and consuls, 12; memhers
of congress, 24: United Stntes clvil oflicers of
varlous kinds, 171; presldential clectors, B; gov-
ernors of states and territories, 16; bishops, 1;
eutenant governors, 2; Judges, 14; members of
stnte leglslatures, 77; presiding officers of state
senntes and houses of representatives, 8: mem-
hers of cotiventlons for the formation of state
constitutions, 18 state officers of varlous grades,
51: adjutants, Inspectors and quartermaster gen-
erals, nnd chief engineers of states and territorles,
0q: afficers of state militla, 168 ; mayors of cltles,
17: city offleers, 57; presidents of universities,
colleges, ote, 40; prinelpals of academles and
gehools, 32 regents and chancellors of edueationnl
institutlons, 14; professors and tenchers, 130;
superintendent of const survey, 1; surveyvors gen-
ernl of states and territories, 11; ehigf englneers
of =stntes, 14; pregldents of tallrontds and other
cogporutlons, 87 : chief englneors of rallronds and
othor pubitle works, 63; superintendents of rall-
ronds and other publte works, G2; treasurers and
recelvers of rallronds and other corporiatlons, 4
elvil englneers, 228; eleetrical engineers, B; nt-
tornevs and counselors at  law, 200; superlor
genernl  of cleriepl order, 1; clergymen, 20:
physicians, 14: merchants, 122; manufacturers,
77: artisis, 8; archlteets, T; farmers and planters,
290 bhankers, 18; bank presidents, 8; bank offi.
cors. 2% edltors, 30 nuthors, 170,

“Not all of the foregolng occupations are sig-
nificant of intellectunl supremacy or necessarily
H!'Iil"”"r tralning, but the st Is one which conld
not have heen made by a college with an Inade-
quate or archale system of education. These men
hive stepped out of West Polnt into elvil life
and qualified In large numbers for positions from
the very highest within the gift of the ]-|'|"|1'yf‘\I In
all wilks of lfe; n list qulte too lurge and lm-
posing to represent the trfumph of talent over
ohstruction,”

Discyssing critlelsm No. 8, Beeretary Baker
gays that the sped ial charpcter of the edueption
which West Point must give lmits the field of
gelection of 1ts teachers. He defends the practice

of teaching by recent graduates, He then polnts
out that there I8 more permunency in the aea-
demie staff than Is commonly supposed, Of the 12
heads of departments 7 are permanent and O nre
detailed for periods of 4 years.

Secretary Daker suys, In part, concerning
criticlsm No, 4:

“Nothing short of omnlsclence can annlyze the
intricate, multiplied and scuttered activities of

the war department during the recent war at |

home und in the field, give just welght to the
clrcumstances surrounding these activities and
apportion elther the credit for success oOr the
blame for mistuke as between the persons on-
gaged In those activities. The handfl of West
Polnt graduates, the larger handful of Regular
Army officers drawn from civil lfe, reserve ofli-
cers, officers of the Natlonnl Guard, undl  the
vastly larger hody of officers hustily Instructed In
officers’ tralning camps altogether comprised ap-
proximately 205,000 men, of whom the West
Polnt graduates numbered 3,081, In  the per-
formance of their work these officers were nlded
by an immense body of clvilinns—captning  of

Industry, masters of business | sclentifie, technleal, |

commerclal, Industrial and all other kinds of ex-
pefts worked slde by side. It fs my settled con-
vietton that the commercial and industrial or-
ganizgation of Amerlen during the war was fa
colosgn]l success: but whether It was or not, the
result was not an outcome of the system of edu-
cation at West PPolnt. The thing was done hy the
nation and all the varled processes by which our
eitizens are (rained contributed.”

He explaius why federal stutules nnd govern
ment regulations produce red-tape; he admits
that the system may be slow at times, but holds
that conservations of publle safely reguire that
these transactions be matters of record and that
the person responsible for a declsion should make

the decislon. His explanation of passing the buck |

18 that “there is a8 to ench question a proper
person to decide 1t; to ask the wrong person can
have but one or the other of two results, elther
to be referred to the right person or get an un-
authorized answer.” He suys the hghting was
not new, but oldd. Then he says:

“The commeut seems to Imply a belief, on
President Ellot's part, that graduntes of Wesl
Polnt have not shown up well in the militarg
listory of the United States, 1t Is Ineredible thal
ha could really entertain this” bhellef.  In evers
war In which the United Sintes hag been engnge
gince the academy was established, s grodunte
have been conspienous, allke for herolsm and s
cess, The following Nst s made up of onmes
which Mustrate Amerlean  history.  They nre
geaduntes of the Military academy, and they ure
men whose memory we teach our children t
revere:

“Indian wars: Custer, Crooke, Wright, Macken
zle, Cooke, A. 8 Johnston, Jefferson invls, Aber
cromblie, Casey, MeCull, Canby, Ralns

“Mexienn war: Swift, Shermuan, Totten, Broge
R, 1. Lee, MeClellan, Beanregerd, Huger, Keno
Grant, Jefferson Davis, Early.

Civil war: Genernl offieers In Unlon Army, 2043
In Confederate Army, 161 ; Grant, Shoerman, Sherl
dan, Schofield, Buell, Barnsgide, Gllmore, Hualleck
Hancock, Helntzelman, Hooker, Howard, Hum
phreys, Kipatriek, Lyown, Mewle Merritt, Mo
Clellan, MeDowell, Ord, Pope, Porter, Roynolds
Rosecrans, Slocum, Thomuas, Warren, Wright,
Beduregnrd, Bragg, Cooper, Iood, A, 8, Johinston,
1. E. Jolunston, It E. Lee, Kirby Smith, Anderson,
Buckner, Enarly, Ewell, Hurdee, A, P, LI, D H
HiN, Holmes, Juckson, 8 | L.e, Longstreet,
Pemberton, Polk, A. P, Btewart, Wheeler, itz
Lee, Lovell, Plekett, J. K. B, Stuart, Van Daorn,

“qpanish war: Otls, Khg, Flita Lee, Whecler,
I'-l‘”. Pershing, I.:l\\'lllnl “!II'I'_\'.

“Explorers, bullders of rallronds, canals, lght
houses, ete.; Swift, Totten, MeClellnn, Foe, Ab
bhott, Warren, Humphreys, Taleott, Comstock,
Bache, Wheeler, Wright, Whistler, Sklell, Porter,
Wilgon, Greene, Du Pont, Ludlow, Melgs, Grithn
Holden, Black, Goethals, S8iBert, Gualllnrd, Casey,
Hodges,

“rabille Wfe: Grant, Polk, MeClellun, Hancock
Porter, Buckner, Leo, Longstreet, Du PPont, Briggs,

“World war: Pershing, Murch, Bliss, Bullard,
Liggett, Goothals,  Buminerall, Jervey, Scott,
Graves, Riddle, McAndrew, Black, Iichardson,
Connor, et al"
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THE AWAKENING OF
HELENA RICHIE

o

Uy MRA. MARGARET DE LAND

Condervation by Miss Sare Ware Bassett

Margnretin Wade
Camphell wans
born at Allegheny,
Peansylvanin, Feb,
23, 1887, When
only 18 she went
to New York teo
study drawing
and deslgn and
Inter tnnght them,
In 1850 ahe mar-
ried Lorin Deland,
famcus A8 NOWe-
time foothnull
sirntegint agninst
_ the cnemies o

| Harvard

4 In ISKG appenred
“'he O1d Garden,”
s collectlon of verse. 1t In & cliarne-
terintle title: for many years Mres, De-
imnd hins ench winter grown In her own
houne In HDoston  grent numbers of
Hutch bulbs, which she sells at  an
nonunl fuocilon 1o her friends and the
public, for the benefit of her favoriie
‘hariiles, Asw whe does all the Inhor
heraell, It in 2 singularly persoanl form
uf womd works,
fnly itwo years Inter ecame ‘“John
Wnard, Preacher” m hook which won
the nauthor wide recognltion, There
have heen many others batween that
| and “he Avinkening of Helenn
| Hichle” In 1006, ncluding “0ld Chester
| Tales™ ta INON, In which she mnide
famous ber childhiood bhoeme. “The
Irom Womnn" appeared In 1011,

N 1006 Margaret Deland, after hiav-
|I ing written several other books,
guve to the publie the froit of her
Cmnturer skill in “The Awakening of
i Helena Rtiehie™
The story Is simple,
| Stripped of the charm of its setting,
and the subtle dellency of 1ts trent-
ment, we have o tale presenting few
| churaecters, and with no very extended
seope for action,

The scene of the novel s the same
small Pennsylvania town In which
Mrs, Deland huas placed two previous

| books: “Old Chester  Tales"  und
“Doctor Lavendar,"”

At the opening of the story Mrs,
Richle hns come to Old Chester and
tnken up resldence In the “Stuffed
Animnl House," so enlled becnuse s
former owner wns o taxldermist.  She
| is little known to the villagers, living
un  isolated existence, and shunning
| any Intimacy with the townslolk ; neyv-
| ertheless she Is universally respected
| There is, to be sure, an atmosphere of

mystery  enshrouding  this  beautiful
| steanger who 18 possessed of a culture
and polse that place her a sfratum
ahove the shinply bred Inhablinnts of
| the sleepy Httle settlement, but since
she goes to church, 18 quiet and dee-
orous, and glves hersell no alirs, she
| fTurnishes no cause for eritielsm,

Her only visitor 18 Mr, Lloyd Prior,
| known to Ol Clhiester as her brother,
As the story proceecds, however, weo
are mude aware that Prlor I8 not her
brother, but is a Philadelphla widower
with ene daughter whom he 1dollzes;
and that he and Mra. Richie have for
Cthirteen  years heen living  together
| awanlting the death of Frederle, MNMel-
enn's  hushand, whose demise will
lenve them free to marry, FProderle
| has been a dissipated man who, when
nat himself, hos been responsible for
the denth of the Richle baby; and he
"8 now lving a dissolute lfe in Paris,
The tragedy of the bhaby's death has
been the culminating factor In turning
his wife's hatred and contempt for
il Into revulslon, nand determining
hor to desert him and go to P'rior, To
her lover she glyves all the affection
vihileh the loss of her ehilld and the de
truetion of her hopes have turned
el Into hep untore,
'rlor, on the other hand, has Toved
roin the past, but now, after thir
cen yenrs of deferred happloess, his
passion I8 burned out,  He 18 tired of
her, Allee, his doaughter, 18 perowing
up, and he realizes the Indiseretion of
the entanglement: furthermore  his
business demands his thme; it 18 less
nd less convenlent to come to Ol
Chester; nnd he s no longer young,
Ie 18 0 gelfish, sensunl belng, with the
plenl mosculine distaste for every

thing that renders him uncomfortable

ther I mind or hody, While he Is

villing, In un Indolent sort of way, to

mtinue bis relntion with Mrs, Itichie;

even hoporalde enough to marry lier

[l mnst, It 1s obylous that he would
y he rid of the whole affalr,

Ilut to Helenn Riehie this ineldent
fnob an "aale,™  Iis her Nfe. She
loves Urior with o devotlon engen
tored by her lonely, heart-sinrved ex
Istence, and she looks forward (o the
mament when Frederle's déath  shall
relepse her from her present precarls
ous posftlon, and allow her to canfront
the world with a elear nume, That an
ultimate marvinge between them will
wipe out the blot on thelr past she
does pot gquestion, In the mwenntime
whie enn only possess her soul of pa-
tlenee, and make the best of her en
foreed seclusion. No one knows her
seeret, No one enn know Ity There
fore sho feels quite secure—thal 18, as
wecure us I8 possiblde In the face of
the everpre=ent dunger of exposure

Into this fovered life of hors three
tportnnt nracters project  them
gelves: Doctor Lavendar, the minls
ter of Old Chestar; Dre, Willlam Klng

| the villuge physiclan; and David, an

orphan child whom the rector has be
friended, and for whom he I8 desirous
of finding a home. Of all Mrs, Deland’s
creations none, perhaps, ls more be-
loved than s Doctor Lavendar. Wise,
benign, humorous; yet Just at all
times—a man who i« never to be
turned aside from a principle by Idle
gentimentality, Doctor King Is not gn-
ke him in this unflinching fealty to
duty and to honor,

These two persons put thelr heads
together to declde that since Mrs.
Richie leads such a solltary life and I8
abundantly able, she Is the one to take
the homeless David., The congplrators
proceed with extreme caution, Thé
child 1s brought to Doctor Lavendar's
house, nnd Mrs, Richie Is glven the op-
portunity to see him,

He 1s a quaint, winsome, appealing
Hitle fellow—a declded personality,
and one of the most delightful and
conslstent child portraits In modern
fletton,  His greatest attraction les in
the fnet that one oan never be sure
what he will say next, Onece, when
Doctor Lavendar 18 telling him a story
he keeps his eyes fixed so Intently on
the man's fuee that the old gentleman
te much flattered.

“ell, well, yon are a great boy for
storles, aren't you?™ remarks the de-
Hehtedd minister

“Yor've talkedd seven minutes,” sald
David thoughtfully, “and you haven't
maoved your upper jaw onee,"

As can he imagined the ohitld makes
Instant conquest of Mrs, Richle, who
Inslgts on Mtting him out with tiny gar-
ments, and brings him in telhomph to
the “"SinMed Anfmnl House,™

iy hy doy the the that hinds her to
David strepgthong antll we see thig af-
fectlon  the dominant motif of her
Hee. Tt even avershndows her love for
Prior, although it is some time hefore
she 18 conselong that 1t does 8o,

In the meanwhile, quite by ehanes,
the cecurtty of her miniatore world is
shaken to Its foundations, There lives
In O Chester o younth much Mrs,
Itfehle's Juntor, Sam Wright, who has
drifted into the habit of ealling on her,
nnd who falls In love with here. Tt I8
the bhilnd worship of one who has
never known passton, and In an ats
tempt to hronk up the hoy's infatuas
tlom his doting grandfather comes to
Mrs, Itichie, and half in leritation aes
cuses her of not helng a good woman,
The shot Is o random one, but the Ine
stant the chirge Is made the speaker
reallzes he has hit upon the truth
Helena's nneer at his glbes nnd sars
ensm s ke the whirlwind,

But the Lord was not in the wind.

It 18 Sam Wright's sulelde that first
hrings home to'her the gravity of defy-
Ing soclal responsibility, What she has
hitherto regnrded ns a scorn for cons
ventlon she now sees to he n erime
ngninst humanity, Al her being I8
rocked with self-repronch,

But the Lord wns not In the earth-
quake,

It Is not untll Doctor King forces
her to confess her gullt, and tells her
she must give up David, that we reach
the eltmax of the deama, Then all the
wild mother Instinet of the woman
leaps Into being, Bhe 1s a loness fight-
Ing for her young, She will glive up
P'rior; in foet she does give him up,
Nut she will not part with David. She
hegs, bribes, prays; but Willy King's
consclence will not permit him to ls-
ten to her entreatles, She must send
the child back to Doctor Lavendar, op
he must acquaint the good minlster
with the entire story,

In nn effort to forestall this action
Mrs, Richle herself goes to the rectory
and before she leaves It she looks into
the face of her own soul and pro
nounees her doom.

“The whirlwind of anger had died
out: the shock of responsibility had
subgided; the hiss of thosoe flames of
shanie had censed., She was o the
centre of all the tumults, where lles
the quiet mind of God."

When Dr. Lauvendar asks her If she
thinks  herself  worthy to keep the
child she hombly whispers: “No*

Aund ofter the fire, the still Small
\'n{l'l'.

At Iast the woman's consclence Is
nroused,  her repentanee I8 slncere,
und we have the true “Awnkening of
Helenn Itiehle*

Iow wisely Dr, Lavendar meets this
erlsis In the shattered 1ife, allowing
her 1o taste to the full the dregs of
remorse and suffering ; and yet how
mereifully and geatly he leads her up-
ward toward hope nnd a desire for regs
titutlon constitute the remoinder of
the story.

The kind old man suggests ot
she mndee her futore home in o digtant
ety where her past will not follow
her and where she may start anew,
and he nsks  that  on the morning
of her depnrture she come to him fop
n package which he wishes her to takg
with her on her ju!ll‘lll-l\‘, Thao 1‘v|g|]1!r
shanres her shoek of Joyous nur||rln-|ﬂ
when Iavid emerges from the corner
of thit gage-conch I'I‘_‘.‘illi..':

“I'm the package!"

“Dr. Lavendur took both  her
hands, . . . ‘Helena,' he sald, ‘vour
Muoster enme Into the world a® a little
child. Necelve him In your heart by
falth, with thanksgiviog'"”

Ho ends the nouvel,

To tear the skeleton of the plot
from Its exquisite setting Is anlmost o
sncrilege, It 18 ke dipgglug the pers
fMme from a flower, Ope piust read
the ook 1o guln o true sense of 18
excoeptionnl beauty and flnenes

It bas been suceesstully deametized
nnid the title role ubly and artistieally
| potrayved by Margaret Angling thera
[Is nlso an “Anelln Diton” of the

pttractivedsy Hustraled hy ples
Lures taken e thee play,
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