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bnetmaﬁ OverThere This Year

2y DEPTHS OF SACRIFICE REACKED
v SINCE FIRST EAGER THROD OF
WARR SPIRIT IR EUROPRE T\WO
VEARS AGO-° FEW BRIGHT
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ICTORY mny come and vietory
may go, but no future trivmphs
or defeatz can over soften for

Europe the memory of this dark
Christmas of 1914, the saddest

she hns ever known. Pride in
the present and falth in the fo
ture sustaln evervone of the

warring peoples In thelr exalintion of sacrifice
But ot Christmus—Christmng, the feast of the
home and of the family—exaltation dies, and only
sorraw, the sorrow of the beroeft individual, re.
mning, snys the New York Sun.

It 19 a very different Christmny Europe s ap-
proaching this year from that of two years ago.
Then the shock and excitemant of the hegluning
of the war were still tlogling. In England the
questign of munitions Is todny of no lews m-
portance to the popular mind than, two yenrs ngo,
wag the absorbing question of getting o plum
pudding to every man In the trenches, There was
sUll wlk of the kalser's dining in Parls, and dis
cussions ag to which ruler should lead the trl-
umphant allies In procession through Unter den
Linden,

Vietory seemed n much glmpler matter then
than It does today, Everyvone admitted then that
victory would be bought only with sorrow «and

sucrifice,.  Now everyone knows, with the hard
knowledge of experience, that victory will be
Bbought only with sorrow heaped on sorrow and

acrifice henped on sacriflee. It s this knowledge
aroe In on every home, however exaited or how-
aver humble, that makes the Christmaz celebrn-
tiom of 1018 In Europe n solemn sacrnment of
EOITOW,

Of all the warring peoples Ohristimns means
the most to the Germans and on none will the
sacrifice of the traditlonal customs of the day
fall 80 heavily. There I8 no blood and lron In
the German Christmas, There I8 Instead o ten-
der and uppealing sentiment that is typleal of
all that 18 best In the German charncter. Tho
whole world s Indebted to Germany for the
Christas tree and for many of the most dellight-
ful of the Christmas storles and customs that
Americans have adopted ns thelr own, The Goer
man Christmas I8 a day for the home, the family
and the children, with its every custom endeared
by generntions of tradition.

The renl German Christmas celebration oceurs
an Chrizstmas eve. About four o'clock the dinner
is served, nn elaborate and hearty feast, consist
ing of u long series of traditionnl dishes, all enten
in n state of wild exeltement. During this menl
the Kristkind makes Its appearunce. This figure
is n curious product of sentiment ond lmagina
tlon, o queer comblnation of the Holy Child, the
good fairy and oor own Santn Clous. Tt I8 rep-
resanted In the country distriet by o half-grown
child made up a8 nn angel, who goes from door
to door calllng for the good children, glving sweet-
meats ol one house and begging them at the next.

Aftor dinner comes the great moment when the
foors are opened into the Christioas room where
the lghted tred hag the place of honor. The treo
Is always ploced near a window so that

every
pugser-by can see and share It A walk through
the deserted residence streets of any German

town nt (his hour on Chrigtmas ove lenves n mem-
ary of Christmag cheer and spieit that can never
he forgotten,

By nine o'clock the famlly Is ready to eat ngaln,
o Hght supper Including stll more of the tradi
tional Christmas dishes. Every one, rich or poor.
has Nuremberg ginger cake, ite shiny brown sur-
foece decornted with almonds and ralsios, and
with the word “Welhnachten” and the' year
worked out In pink and white frosting. Stollen,
n sort of plum cake, and many bilscults
aof various shapes and sizes, are all lndispensable
parts of this feast.

But this year, with n shortage of futs In her
food supply so severe ne to demand serlous at
tention on the part of the government, there is In
Germany no butter or milk for the Christmas
cukes, no tallow or wax for the Christns cun-
dles. To many people this little homely depriva
tion will bring a reallzation of the severities of
war more vivid and more compelling than even
the sight of the fast-growing graveyards, With
two milllon new graves in the land, with dire ne
cessity robbing her dearest hollday of Its dearest
symboly, no triumphs of arms can make this Christ-
mas of 1014 gnything but u sad and sorrowfuol
fenst In the homes of the German empire.

In Austrin the Clristmas colebratigns are as
variod ne the races and religions that make up
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Pl grent Joosely knlt cmple Where the Groek
church prevails the celebration occurs a fortnight
Inter than ours: that 1&, on Jnnuary 7. It Is ac-
compuinied by feasting and by various loeal cus
Len The Slovacs of Bohemin nnd Moruvin have
curlous Christinns wsages In which superstition

has entirely trinmphed over religious significance

This I8 the great day of the yeur when the peas-
ant nppeases all the Invisible world of spirits.
On the afternoon of Christmns whaole
household marches In mn processlon to the
stubles nnd cow houses earrying salt and
beans, These are offered to the nnlinals with cer-
tin hnllowed words, and great Is the dlsmay If
nny or chicken 18 Indifferent to the offering.

Returning to the house, the parents sprinke
wll thelr unmarried danghters with water sweet-
ened with honey, thus Insuring them honest, good-
tempered husbands.  The entire family then =ip
of =llvovitza, a strong native Hguor distilled from
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plums. A small quantity of thiz |s then poured
on the floor to conellinte such other spirits ns
mny hove been overlooked., Evervone then falls
on the Christrons fenst without coremony.

But this yesr war has reached out to the re-
mote districts and Wlighted even sueh shinple

Chrlstmas eslebrations ns this
fumites nre all gone.
the very old remain,

of the kine thig year,

The men of the
Only the very young and
There will be no hlessing
for there are no kine to
ess, All have slnee gone to supply the
urmy. ‘There will be no Chrigtmas fensting, for
food was long ago reduced to the smallest quanti-
ty that will sustain life. And every day,
village, the list of the widowed and
grows longer nnd longer,

Vienna s known ns n
Its Christmas

lone

in every
orphaned

guy, lght-hearted elty,

obhservance Is ordinarily n happy
combination of religions cersmony nnd Toutonie
good choor. But this year the brilliant midnight

masses will be attended by bhluck-robed mourners
unil 1!utru wiil be no good cheer In Viennn.

The Christmas celebration o all the eountrics
where the Greek orthodox church prevalls are
much the same. As the hollday itself is preceded

by a severe fust the Christming feast takes on n
highly Important eharacter. In many parts of
Hussin, especlally In the cltles, the gift-hung

Christmas tree has been borrowed from the Ger-
mang, while a pudding of rice and raigins 18 the
feature of the Christmias eve fenst. From this
fenst has now been Inken It crowning glory, the
voillkin bottle,

In only other part of Europe has the heel
of war pressed so hard ag In Russian Polund ; (n
only one other place has the land been =0 utterly
devistated by fleree and continued fghtinz: in
only one other plnce will the season of peace
und goad will be such a bitter mockery as to
the hunted and starving Poles,

And this Is In Serbla, poor, hrave,
bia, with Itx whole population,
fugitive before hated
ers, Durlng three

(LT

Her
nn entire peaple,
nnd terribly feared Invad-
years Serbin hns been swept
by three wars, the present one so relentlezs nnd
g0 overwhehming us Hterally to wipe out the ordl
nary relutionship of the people to lite, They have
eensed to huve homes: they have ceased to Prose
SORR property ; they must burrow In the oarth for

beaten

shelter nnd fornge for thelr uncertain food ke
wild anlmals, With her army making a herole
and despernte struggle, with her people dying with
their spirlt yet anbroken, the birthday of the
Prince of Peuce will not be celebrated this vear
in Serbin.

The sorrows of Bolgium this vear as compared
with last are more of the spirit than of the flesh
The volee of Chridtmas. of peace and gnod will
does not speak very lowl te o eaptive people
With ity urmy terribly dectmated. Its beloved king
ull but driven out of his own country, «ith its
dnlly MNfe subject to the serutiny and *he con
trol of a stern captor, there 18 no room It Belglum
for any of the old light-hearted Christmns spirit

that used to show ltself In erowded churches for
midnight masses and gny all-alght supper parties.

Belgium walts ax ull BEurope walts for the end
of the war—waits with falth and hope uud a de-
termination a8 grim ns It must be sllent

Happlly the physieal condition of the stricken

people Is better than last year,
frightful confuslon, the separation
the pitiful terror and want that went with the
flight before the invaders. All rellef mensures
ure orgnoined, Belgium s no happler this year
than last, but she 18 less cold and hungry,

If the Belglan people ever again have o ualted
Christmas they will find themselves with muny new

There is not the

of families,

] A tree twinkled 1 every piace that

el o German nst vear. and thongh the Bel-
Vi not allow thelr Christmpg to he German-

fl, vet the trees appealed to them mightily. Cer-
tadr the Christmas tree will be much more com-
mon henceforth in Belginm whether the Germans

tay there or not,
Thousunds of refygs
their country is

el walting In England until
redeemed will bring back with
them many Ideas of the English holiday.

I'ntil the marringe of Queen Vietoria to the
prince consort, Christmas in England was chlefly a
day of churchgoing, of merrviggking and of mighty
fens The prince I.rnu;lu‘\nh him from his
home the customs of the Christmas tree
and of gift giving., The latter hns never hecome

1% firmly intrenched in Engiand as it is here, but a
lghted tree loaded with decorations nnd presents
I8 established 08 a part of every English celebra
tion, Christinns decorations of holly and mistletoe
the cervmony of the Yule nnd many of the tri-
dittonnl Chrisimas dishes, the plum pud-
ding, sure nll owed to English custom,

But it I 0 sadder and wiser Engl
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notably

and that ap-

progches Christmns this year. Hundreds of thou-
sandd of young Englishmen have died to make
her g0, Today every Londoner has hnd a graphic

lesson In what o powerful and reésourceful ¢nemy
can do even in a “right Hitle, tight little istand.” As
a forther abject Englund will pny
ruisins for her piom puddings something ke
per cent more than she did Inst yenr. The
with Turkey has done that to her,

England has had other black Christmases, hut
they were farther away from home. The Christ-
mas of 18U0 In South Afrlea was one that she does
not ke to recall, while the terrible Christmas of
1554, the Christmas of the Orimean war, when, as
a writer of the day put it, "Thanks to General
Muddie, things ure about ns bad as they ean be,”
was always a bitter memory to that generation.

The year 1018 hag not been a good venr for Eng-
land, and she knows It. The knowledge has shat-
tered her complacency and hus strengthened her
determinntion. But she i8 not happy about It and
her Christmas celebration will be a chastened fenst.

Christmus in the Latin countries has always been
more of a vellgious festival than a home celebra-
tion. In Italy it Is more customary to exchange
presents at New Year's than at Christmas, lighted
trees are frequently seen, but they are the luxury
of the prosfierous and not the habit of the people,
The duy before Christmas {s more of an occaslon
than the day ltself.

In the cities of southern Italy booths are erected
In certuin streets, as before Kaster, for the sale of
odds nnd ends and sweetments: wheeled trnflic is
barred and the people promenade slowiy up and
down, exchanging greetings, Miditight mauss is
sald fo all the churches. In the churches, too, are
exposed the famons eribs, or presepl, representing
scenes of the birth and Infancy*of Jesus, The be-
ginning of this custom Is ascribed to St. Francis
of Asslsl,

Christinhis eve Is the great fenst of the senson In
France, In the provinees it 18 celebrated with pro-
cesslons in the strects, which were originally re-
Hglous In character, but which have become pro-
faned by the gaytty of the maskers. In Normandy
and In Provence there are eluborate puppet shows
of scenes in the life of the Infant Christ. All the
street puyvety torminates after mngs n fensts in all
the: homes,

In Paris there are Christmas booths set up In
wany of the boulevards, This year they will be
devoted to the sale of comforts for the solilers.

Paris knows better than anyone just how bluck
4 wartime Christinas can he. She hns never for-
gotten the Christmans of 1870, For ninety-elght
days the Germans had battered at the clty. Fvery
sortle had falled miserably. The finul bombard-
ment wus nevitable, On Christmins eve D00 men
froge to denth In the trenches just outside the cliy.

Better, it seems, thon noy of the other nations
did Froance realize
prescut war would mean and, realizing, she conse-

les=on,
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erated horself utterly. She has minde every sae-
rifice, great and small, even to giving up the crusty

rolls nnd Hght white bread that are us the breath
in her nostrile. When o Frenchman, every French-
man, eats without complnint n gravish bread madas
of u mixture of wheat nnd rice and entirely lack-
g In golden crost, he hus Indeed an exalted spirit,
it Is o small perlinps,
slgnlfiennt,

ihing,

Laust Christimns was a solepnn festival In France

A mdilon gifis, gifts of wool, were sent to the men
In the trenches Every soldler hnd a gluss of
thumpagne. But there was uo mwerryioaking.
Masses were sald ot open-alr altars erected baek
of the battle lnes. In the old church ut Thann in
Alsice o French Christinas was eolebrated for the

flrst thowe In forty-four yvears. But (It was & cele

bration of prayer, not of rejoleing,

This year, nt least, midnight masses Wwill be suld
In the churches of Paris, but afterward there will
ba 1o gayety in the streets ns o former yonrs, no

dancing plervots and harlequins leading the musk-
ers, no brilliant roond of restuurnnt
beloved revelllon of the Parisiun

So Parls on Christinns eve will go home through
darkencd streets with o praser in bher heart far all
those who bave died for France aosg for gl those
who wust yet die

suppers, the
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JESIGNED FOR
oHALLOW LOT

3rick and Shingle House That
Meets Conditions Frequently
Existing in All Towns.

Placing the Building With Its Wide
Side to the Street 1z an Advantage,
Both in the Matter of Looks
and Conservation of Space
—Porch Made Feature.

By WILLIAM A, RADFORD,

Decnuse most clty lots are deep and
parcow, It 18 unusunl to see n house
oslgned ns o elty home which has (ts
longer dimension the front.
Azlde from the few cnses already men-
tloned In which it Is necesaary to cut
lots of pecullar shape on account of
gtreets Intersocting at sharp angles, the
only pince where a house with wide
front 1= likely to be used I8 on o corner
lot which offers frontage on two
Blreals Even If plenty of room (8
aviallable, the usnal custom s to build
a honse with Its narrow glde to the
front, even though such a practice robs

ACToss

ATTRACTIVE IN EVERY WAY

Mr, Willlam A, Radford will answer
questions and give advice FREE OF
COST on all subjects pertalning to the

subject of bul idlm.- for the readers of this |
paper. On account of his wide sxperience |
s Editor, Author and Manufacturgr, he

Is, without doubt, the highest authority |
Address all inquiries
A. Radford, No. 187 Pralrio
Chlcago, I1L, and only enclose

to Willinumn
avenue,

two-cent atamp for reply.
|

for the |

|

he window and porch design, and the

but it Is enormously |

| Pee

There Is often found a condition, in
laylng out the streets of a town or
city, which necessitates the formation |
of several lots which are not of stand-
ard depth. SBuch a condition might ex-
st where two streets intersect at an
angle other than 90 degrees. In such i
a case lots are laid out on two sides
of the triangle as near to the apex as
they may be ecarried without cutting
down the depth to a value which will
hamper the sale of the lots. If the
angle of Intersection of the streets s
small, there will be a rather large plece
of land which Is usually not sultable |
for residences. That the slze of this
strip can be cut down by making the
lots wider near the apex may be real-
Ized by properly designing the houses
bullt on the shallow lots {s a certalnty, |
The shallow lots would be preferred |
property If assurance could be given

that the houses would look well In|
thelr pecullar positions.
There are a few conditions which

may be observed in order to produce

the owner of space which might be
used ug o large front or back lawn and
pregents the noarrow side of the honse
as the only part that {8 ever noticed
by passers-by.

The design shown here presents an
unusually attractlve appearance from

the street, Sinee the gable roof Is
placed with its ridge parmliel to the
street, the tile-covered surface, brol:en

by the dormer with s six square win-
dows, 18 a prominent fenture. The up-

per floor s finlshed with shingles,
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Second-Fleor Plan.
while the first floor walls are of brick,

trimmed with white stone or stock ters
rin cotta. Detulls are earefully worked
out to produce a nleely balanced ap-
pearince. A specinl feature of the
front porch construction Is the manner
in which the brick columns nre earried
up through the roof and eapped with
a# white stone or terra cottn slabh, Or-

| namental vases may be pluced on these

colomns and flowers planted in ther
in the summer timme. The cunopy over
the windows on either side of the chlime
ney is covered with tile similar to that
used on the roof.

The front door opens into a recep-
tion, hall from which cased openings
lead to the living room, dining room

A =

the best possible effect in the up;wui'—
anee of the houses bullt on the narrow

lots. Of course, It will be necessary
to design these houses with the larger
Hmension across the front. This often
helps the room arrangement rather
than eausing difficulty in grouping of
rooms. As far as the exterior appear-
ance is concerped, there is an ad-
vantage in the wider side of the houses
boing placed near the street, in that
many pleasing effects are possible in

wall finlgh I8 more effective than in the
rnse of a amaller wall surface. An-
sther advantage of this type of house
4 found in the possibility of artistic
ind distinetive roof treatment.

The bullding line should, of course,
w maintalned in accordance with that
ahiich 1g established by the majority of
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First-Floor Plan,

honses In the hiock. I the division of
the property into luts 1s carried to the
wpex of the triangle with a lot on each
street as the fingl division, ench of the
1 theso lots shonld be designed
In the muanner of 4 house which is to
on two stveers, This division of
15 is often preferred to the divislon
ces o single Jor at the apex,

i aeconnt of the fact that the last
Louse, 1o the latter case, is exposed on
i view, and inei-
owner of this lot has the
two streets and
contend with In

hul“._—.u_-\' 0

e pit

! ihlie

lireae s w10 N
dentally the
improvemwnt ol two

sireet sidewalks to

cnse L developments are brought
Into effect

The remalning small triangle which
cannot be used for resldence purposes

Is an execellent spot for the clty ar *own
to tnke up nnd Improve with shrabbery,
flower gnrdens and ornamental con-
stone work. The brightening
eflpct which these little beauty spots
have In towns and citles 1s attested to
by any number of examples of this
treatwent throughout the country,

and back through a hall to the tollet
The hall has space provided for coats

The living room oocupies the eptis
end of the house on one side of w
reception hall. The fireplace is buiil
into the center of the wall opposite
the hall. This room has two casement
windows nut each end and two windows
on the side, The dining room is on
thie other side of the hall, A buffet Is
built under the window In the front
will of the lhouse., Arrangements for
gerving meals are especiully well han
dled, since the dining room may be en
tered from both the kitchen and the
pantry., The latter room 18 a model ot
convenlence, A wide shelf Is bulilt un.
der the window with a4 casg on elther
slde. The refrigerntor, which 18 leced
from the rear poreh, is handy to this
shelf.

Four bedrooms, a sewlng room and
A bath open from the hall on the sec
ond floor.

Improvement in lllumination.
Nearly every yvear has bhrought out
a better, and at the stine thine u cheap-
er form of light, Nobody knows whon
experiments In electrical illumination
will be terminated, or when some un-

| known form of lght may be breught

into use, The Museum Ethnologieal
exhibit at Washington goes a8 far
08 the simple carbon fAlument

light, but in the division of mechaulcal
technology In the older bullding there
are many interesting cxamples of early
electric lnmps and lighting appariatos
together with later lmprovoments
showing the many phases of develop.
went inthe art of Hlumioution.

No Peace for Him.

Willie was out walking with his
mother, when she thought she saw a
boy on the other side of the street mak.
Ing faces at her darling,

“Willle,” asked mother, *18 that hor-
rid boy making fuces at yout"

“He 18" replied Willle, glving his
coat o tug., *“Now, mother, don't start
uny pecce tall—you Just hold my eoat
for nhout Gve minutes,"

A Stipulation.

"There's only one thing T ask.” sald
loser of a freak election bet,

“What's that,” Inguired the winner,

“If you're going to stand by and sea
that 1 eat nll this molasses with g
toothpick, I wunt you to sdmit that
vou won the bet and are {osisting on
its puyment. Don't you pretend thas
¥ou are my keeper."
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