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HUNDREDS LOST
WHEN STEAMER
TURNS TURTLE

Chicago River Scene of Most Ap-
palling Marine Calamity
in History.

DEATH TOLL NEAR 1,300

Eastland, Crowded With Picnie
Party, Suddenly Turns on
Its Side.

ARE CAUGHT IN DEATH TRAP

Women and Children Penned in Hull
of Vessel Are Drowned or Suffo-
® cated—Investigation by Na-
tlon, State and City to Fix
the Blame.

Chicago, July 26.—In the heart of
Chicago, within arm’s length of shore,

e steamship Eastland turned over on
ita side Saturday morning,

At least 1,600 excursionists ware
aboard.

Most of them were drowned.

From 1.#!10 to 1,600 llves were sacrl-
ficod through somebody's blunder,
The United States government, the
clty of Chieago and the county of Cook
are endeavoring to fix the blame, the
government beginning two inquiries.

At & late hour 817 bodles had been
taken to the Becond Reglment armory
and tagged.

Parsons rescued to the number of
762 had been accounted for, If there
were 2,600 on the boat, this would
leave 600 whose fate is unknown. It
la belleved that many victims e
pinned in the mud by the overturned
steamship.

Counting all those unaccounted for
as dead, the list of fatalities would run
up to 1,600 not including the crew, of
whom It is believed 30 perished.

Snugly berthed against the south
plde of the river, her nosc almoest
touching the Clark street bridge and
her stern near the La Salle street tun-
nei‘we big steel steamer suddenly
Wern¢ over.

Hafore the upper works struck the
water an avalanche of humanity ewept
over the vessel's rall, 6illing the stream
with ecreaming, struggling men, wom-
en and childréen—mostly women and
ohildren.

Inside the steel hull were a thousand
others, hopelessly locked In a water-
fillilng trap.

Victims Were Plenickers,

The victims were employees of the
Western Electric company and their
familles, bound for Michigan City, Ind.,
on thelr ifth annual pienic,

The Eastland was a notoriously un-
stable vessel. Her record was fllled
with fearsome staggers. Saturday she
fell.

Her captain and 31 of her crew were
arrested while an army of men were
dragging from theé river and from the
ship the bodies of the holiday makera
that had been intrusted to them allve.
Captain Harry Pederson was threat-
ened with death by the crowd of be-
reaved relatlves, and acecused of at-
tempting to impede the work of rescue.

“Stop that! You'll spoil the boat”
he had shouted to volunteer machin-
{sta who were striving to open the hull
that had become & gigantic coffin,

Walter C. Bteele, secretary of the St
Joseph-Chicago Steamshlp company,
pvhich owns the Hastland, also was
Iocked up on his arrival from his Mich-
lgan farm.

Federal Jury to Inveastigate.

While the tugboats, launches, divers
and swimmers wers dragging victims
from the water, and mechanlos were
ripping and melting holes In the up-
turned steel side of the veasel, Judge
Landls ordered a spoclal federal grand
jury empaneled to Iinvestigate the
catastrophe,

State’'s Attorney Hoyne began ex-
amining persons connected with the
handling and management of the Fast-
land before some of them were dry
after their escape

The department

of commerce at

CAPSIZED STEAMER AT HER DOCK

2,500 Passengers Legal Limit
The Eastland's regietry limit was

26500 passengers. Hobert H. Mo
Creary, deputy collector of customs in
charge of passenger checkers, insists
that he permiited no more than the
legal 2,600 on board, and that he
turned many away from the gaug
plank, with instructions to board one
of the other boats,

But two Western Electrie man, who
helpad got up the plenle, sald about
3,700 went on the Eastland. Whatever
the number, there were too many, for
when a number of them rushed to the
alda of the ehip fecing north she upset.

Many persons ashore saw the danger
bafore a life was lost.

A hideous feature of the catastrophe
was the throwing of life preservers
into the water before a human being
was In the water to need one. Among
those who noticed the perilous llst
of the steamship Just before she went
over wus OCeneral Manager W, K.
Greenebaum of the Indlana Transpor-
tation company, which had chartered
the Eastland from the St. Joseph-Chi-
cago Steamship company. He ordered
the crew of the Theodora Roosavelt to
the rescus and started the general
whistle alarm, which Instantly spread
up and down the river, calling all
small eraft to the scene,

Rescue Work Begins,

Inspector MeCreary, standing on the
dock, aleo saw the llst and was direct-
ing rescue work almost slmultaneously
with the splash of death,

As fast as the bodles were recovered
they wore taken to a temporary
morgue for tagging and ldentification.

Many other bodles are belleved to
be floating in the river. The dam at
Lockport was ralsed to reduce the cur
rent fo the river and a net was gpread
across the stream at Handolph street
to estch any bodles that might float
down that far.

It was belleved certain, also, that
many more dead would be found by
the divers working in the cabin and
hold of the ship.

With ten high-powered searchlights
playlng over the scene from the roof
of the sevenstory Reld, Murdoch &
Co. building on the north bank of the
river and the inaide of the steamer {l-
luminated with slectric light bulbs, the
search for bodles continued all night.

While Orchestra Plays.

The ship's orchestra was playing
ragtime below decks and several
couples were trylng to dance in the
throng when the first warning came.
Then the music broke off and the life
and death scramble was on.

The hundredas who were thrown into
the water had the better chance for
their lives. Other hundreds, trapped
ineide the blg steel prison, had prae-
tleally no opportunity to save them-
selves or be saved. Even If they es-
caped belng stunned or drowned {m-
mediately, they could not be reached
by rescuers.

Firemen and 60 employess of the
Commonwealth Edlson company with
acetylene torches worked frantically
cutting holes in the slde of the vesssl
that lay toward the sky, and some
were taken out that way, But most of
the forms dragged through the aper.
tures and through the loading doors of

the hull were lifeless. All were in
holiday attire
HRopes were thrown from shore

able point from which the life and
death strugglo could be viewed.

The Clark street bridge became &0
overweighted with humanity that R
began to crack and the police were
compelled to clear it to avold a second
disaster. Dlocks down the river amall
boats began to dart about and drag
podies from the water. Occaslonally a
form was found with a spark of life
apparent and the victim would be hun
rled to the nearast dock, There scorea
of volunteer physicians aided the city
ambulance doctors In the work of re-
suscitation,

Fathers and mothers fought to leap
upon the overturned steamer in the
hope that thelr children were still In
the cabin. Whenever a body was taken
from the water thers was a rush of
ashrieking men, women and children to
look upon it. The same stampeda oo
curred when the llving were brought
ashore.

Five Hundred Are Strangled,

Many of the mothers with large
broods and numerous lunch baskets
and wraps to stow away arrived early
and went below to settle themselves
in tha cabln or statercoms, and it was
among these that the mortality was
greatest. They had no chance, Per
haps 400 or 500 of the vietims were
strangled to death thus, without an op-
portunity to take advantage of the
many means of rescue that were pro-
vided for those who had been plunged
fnto the stream.

Some of the trapped persons were
knocked senseless or killed ostright
by furniture and fttings whieh tume
bled upon them when the big ship
rolled over.

The regcuers reallead the awful sit-
uation of the hundreds who were
slowly drowning In the eabime and
hold and made desperate efloms to
reach them. Firemen and policemen,
urged on by maniacal shrieks from
shore, took thelr heavieat tools and
hucked llke madmen at the sieel plates
of the Eastland's upfacing wide.

Drag Bcores From Water,

Captain Carland and the United
States life saving crew arfived in a
launch from the station at the mouth
of the river a fow minutes after the
alarm was sounded by every oraft that
had a whistle and dragged scorea of
dead and living from the water.

The crews of the tug Kenosha and
the fireboat OGraeme Btewart acted
herofeally. Realizing the neocessity of
speed, they ran the noses of thelr
crafts against the hull of the Eastland
nod then leaped into the water, grab-
bing women and children and passing
them up to safety, and then swimming
after others,

By the time the work of rescus was
in tull swing thera was little to do ex-
cept tnke out tho dead. Those still in
the water at that tims were dead. In
wareliouses along -both sldes of the
river, In Bouth Waler streat stores and
in many hospitals, particularly the Iro-
quols Memorisl, physlclans and nurses
ware working to revive vietima whe
geemed to have o chance,

Anguish Spreads Over City.

Meantime the sogulsh of childreg
orphaned, parents left childless and
husbands and wives separated by
death spread iteelf from the spot of
tragedy throughout the elty. Wild
hunts were made in morgues and tem.
porary repositories of the dead for rel.

WANTS A BIE. NAWY

PRESIDENT REACHES DETERMI,
NATION UNITED STATES NEEDS
PERMANENT DEFENSES,

WILSON CALLS FOR REPORTS

Meads of War and Navy Departments
Asked to Report on Conditions—Has
Nothing to Do With Present Contro-
verasles.

Washlngton, July 86, —It became
known Baturday that President Wilson
wishes the Ameriean navy to stand
upon eguality with the wost efficlent
and perviceabla fighting sea force
maintamned by any power,

This determination the president has
renched without regard to present-day
controversies. It is part of his plan
for permanent natiooal defenses,
which plan also includes a definite
program for the development and
equipment of the army,

The presldent has called for reports
on the subject of national defense.
‘These will be made to him personally
by the heads of the war and navy de-
partments. The fact that this action
had been taken became known bere
after the release for publication of the
note to Germany relating to subma
rine warfare,

The president, in association with
various heads of deparltments, has
been glving consideration for some
time to the preparation of a reasonable
and adequate naval program which he
will propose to congress at the proper
timo. He will study this subject on
his visit to Cornish.

For the time being Adhe president
feels that it 1s desirable #o drop all dis
oussion of the controversy with Ger-
many now that the aebject of thie
week's vislt to Washizgton has bean
accomplished, and he Is tur to
questions of permanemt natioffal pol-
fey. o

Practical advica eo
defense from every
slonal source la

Men of the a d navy who have
been most diregtly in touch with con-
ditfons of defense that have been
evolved out of modern experience have
been called upon for thelr views. The
president not only wishes advice from
those who have knowledg. of actual
conditions of warfare existing in Bu-
rope today but he Is seeking light
from those who are able to compre-
hend nll possible phases of altered
conditions on both land and sea.

The fact that he desires an adequate
and efficlent navy was especlally
made clenr here SBaturday.

As to the army, It {8 known here
that the president s preparing to In.
corporate in his next messange to con-
gress a definite program relating to
the development and equipment of
this branch of the service. It will pro-
vide & plan for the proper military
training of citizens In every way con-
sistent with American trpditions and
national polley, and, the president be-
lleves, will commend tself to all patri-
otic and practical minds.

national

NEWS FROM FAR

AND NEAR

Connellsville, Pa., July 28.—Nine
hundred ovens were this week added
to the producing capacity of the Con-
nellsville coke reglon, bringing pro-
ducing possibilitiea to 400,000 tons &
week, If all were in blast. That point,
however, was not reached, reported
production having been 871,000 tons,
with shipments 6,000 tons over the
preceding week.

Urbana, 1., July 21.—Isasec Stuart
Raymond, Univarsity of [llinois trustee
from 1868 to 1899, bank president and
owner of 1,000 acres of land, is dead
at his home near here,

Berlin, July 24.-~The American bark
Dunsyre, bound from Mew York to
Stockholm, has been wscized by the
Germans and taken into Swinemunde

EXPRESS RATES TO GO UP

Interatate Commerce Commission De-
cldes In Favor of Companies AfR-
er Exhaustlve Investigation.

Washington, July £4—-The Inter
state commerce comminsion DAS graot-
ed increased revenue to the prinecl-

R e

NEBRASKA
STATE NEWS

!

A new broom factory will bo bully
at Peru soon
August 21 to 27

Odd Fellows of Avoea will hold thelr
annunl plenle July 20

Sumner's band
very succesaful seascon

town I8 having a
A Community

heon organized

Interest  club  haa

nt Lyons.
A new municipal concert band haa
been assured for Hastings.
county falr will

The Adams
held September 27 1o October 2.

be

Politions
Adnms

are
for u

being clirculated in
water works sys'em

hundred dollars dnmage
tdone in the town of Winslow by

Fire caused by lghtnlng destroyed

Several
Wis

lightning.

Fromont's watermelon and musk-
melon crop suffered heavily aa a re
#ult of hall,

Insurance commissioner of Nebras-
ka has $1,988 868 worth of securities
on deposit.

A total of $2.276.602 has been fixed
for 1916 as the budget of ¢xponses for
Greater Omahn

Hebron cltizens are agitating the
question of curbing and guttering the
business section of the clty

"Ohlo Beauty Special” bearing six
most beautiful women in Ohlo, will
be in Lincoln September 13.

The first annual plenle of the Ne
braska Knights of Pythias will be
held In Ashland August 12,

Flre destroyed the Schwenk Im-
plement store at Heemer, the loss
bealng estimated at §10,000,

The first car of new wheat was re-
celved on the Omaha grain exchange

July 22, It sold for 8117 per bushel
C. H. Mussclman's slioe store at
Alma was badly dumaged by fire. The

logs on stock and bullding is $2,5600,
N. P, Updike of Omaha has pur
chased J. 8. Hamllton's onethird in-
torest In the Hastings Miling com-
pany
A petition 1is

being,circulated at

Verdon calling for a ¢inl election
to vote bonds for high school
building, -

The town of Crab Orchard I8 to

have a park. A tract of four acres
fn the heart of the village has been
secured for the purpose

Samuel Dickey, a wealthy farmer
Hving near Ponca, was killed when
his automobile crashed through a
bridge ralling and fell into a small
stream,

Hans Anderson, a farmer residing
north of Malmo, sustained Injuries
that may prove fatal, when an au-
tomoblle in which he was riding ran
off a bridge,

Willlam Ferguson, who resides near
Fremont, lost five valuable hogs when

a herd of forty was swept down
stream several rods during high
water,

Saline county authorities have
asked BState Enginerr Johnson to
prepare plang for a steel  bridge

across Blue river two mlles south of
Crete.

Judge Redick in Washington coun-
ty district court has refused to grant
an injunction to prevent Blair from
erecting a municipal electric light
plant

Another election is golug to ba
held in Adams to vote on the wuter
works proposition. The eleotion will

be on August 10, and the proposed
bondn will be $14,000,
The total pesessed valuation of

Gage county according to the retums

727,687, a galn of a Mttle over a hun.

death of Francls B. Robbins, 9 -year-
old hoy, who drowned In a pool at
Flmwood park, in Omaha, was due
to negligence of the park commis-
nloner

Misses Hthel Hyser, Naom! Good
and Jessle Washburn, this year's grads
uates of the Chadron normal, and all
Chadron girls, have been elected to

Htntes.

pal express companies of the United |

positions on the teaching force of the
Kearney public schools

I
Arlington Chautaugua will be held

the electrie light plant In Seward. )

Colfax county hms 671 autos this
year, nccording to reports of asses-
RO,

Lincoln county farmers say they
are harvesting the finest crop ever
known.

The 2,000 barn of Ed Waestphal,
south of Elkhorn, was destroyed by

made to the county assessor, is $11,.°

dred thousand dollars over that of
last year
A coroner's Jury found that the

Pure Sweetness

You get a double sat-
1sfaction out of your
chew of SPEAR HEAD
—the delicious fruity
sweet flavor and the
absolute assurance that
it's supremely pure.

SPEAR HEAD

PLUG TOBACCO

is made in one of the
most up-to-date plug
factories -ppotlessly
clean and rigidly sani-
tary.

That luscious, gold-brown
plug of SPEAR HEAD from
which you bite the tastiest,
wholesomest of chews, rep-
resents the highest form of

lug tobacco production.

ry SPEAR HEAD —
the very best chew
that money can buy.

THE AMERICAN TOBACOO GO,

N

“Long Distance” Saves
| a Tiresome Trip

When you think you ought to make a
trip, why not talk instead?

American brains, American initiative,
and American scientific and technical skill,
have oreated an efficient and reasonable.-
priced telephone service for your use.

“The World's Most Eficient Telephone

Service.”

NEBRASKA TELEPHONE COMPANY

Do You Want a Home
In tne Land of Plenty?

you grow wheat?
ou grow oorn?
WOULD :au :row alfulfe, clover, onts, rye, barley and poialoes?
you raise borses, hogs and oattle?
Then go to Bouthwestern Nebraska or Northeastern Colorado where good
lagds may be had at business prices, where average wheat yields exceed the
average of the biggest wheat growing Htate of the United Btates and every
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