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DOZEN COUNTIES AODEL

THE THIRTY WHICH BAR
SALOONS.

TO

MANY WOMEN AT THE POLLS

Female Contingent Makes an Active
But Futile Fight in Chicage In an
Effort to Defeat “Bathhouse” John
Coughlin—Miss Vittum Loses.

Wanirrn Newspupet Urilon News Seovice

Chicago —1linais
to the polls in nearly
and as a
been added to the thirty
bar saloons,

The conntry districts saw the great
@sl galna In antlsaloon territory, bul
twelve of the lnrger wet cltles switohed
to the dry column, two that
remained  antlaaloon terri’ory
elght remalned wet

Of the larger cltles, the following,
which were wel, votad dry Blooming

n, Decatur, Belviders, Canton, Free
3:31"1. Carlssburg, Jollet, Moepnmouth
Kewanve, Lockport, Hlgin and East
Galena Rockford wand Gulva prevl
ously were dry

The following cities remalned wet
Springfield, Quincy, Wast
Rock Island, Dixon, Aurors,
Enn, Alton nnd Moline

In addition to the thirty counties in
which no Hauor can be sald (he follow.
Ing countles Jolned the anthsaloon
column:  Boone, Brown, Christinn, De
Kalb, Dewitt, Shelby, Fulton, Henry,
Jerpey, Knox, Livingstone. Macon, Me
Lean, Stevenson, Warren and Winne-
bago.

Conzervative estimates based on
actual reports from townships were
that more than 1,000 saloons had been
vored out of existence,

women swarmed
200 townships
reault twolve countles have
which now

were dr:
and

GGalena,

Wianke.

TO STAND BY ORDER,
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Making Tomorrow s
World

By WALTER WILLIAMS, LL.D.
(Dean of the Schoni af Journaitsm of the Untwervity af Missourl)

Delhl, Indin, —
Hritish rule In In
din Is wsuffering
the avil results of
Ita own virtues. It
has taught Indl
ans to atand alone
nnd some of them,
superfeially edu
ciated usnally,
wish to try the
experiment with.
out asslstance. In
dian wnrest and
fta nttendant trag:

! edios are virtue's

own reward, The |
eltizen of the Unl-
ted States, look-
Ing at the work
[ ing out of the co-
‘ lonial problems by
old hands at the
busineus, sees constantly In the back-
|gmund the PHilppine {(slands, with
|nmnlr‘urn molding the scheme of
things. But the Phillppine problem
In “another story,"” to quete Kipling,
the masterful poetjournalist, who
came out of India, tralling Jingolsm.
Let's stick to the Indlan text
Beginning as a purely commercial
enterprise, with no othes object than
to make money for Deltlsh traders,
often more aggressive than serupu-
lous, the government of Indla by the
British has as Its chlef concern the
making of men. That's a big Job any-
where, but It 18 particularly large
when the territory Is a continent, ad
e India, and not a single country, and

Bar Against Spaniards WIIl Net Bo
Lifted.

Juarer, Mex.—Despite expressions of
Washington's unoffleial displensure at
the expulsion of the Spunish eolony
Irom Torreon, the purpose of the rob-
¢l leaders in this regurd i unshaken,

It was Jearned from an authoriia
tive source that Gen. Carranzas and
Gen, Villa are In thorough accord on
the subject, und that the Spanish sul
lsets hroughout the republic, as fust
as odher states may fall into constitu.
tionalist hands, will be treated exact-
1y as al Torreon and Chibualiua.

High School Students Strike,

Clinton, In-—Figh school students
here went on strike because the schoo!
board did not resppoint Miss Anlella
Billings ns prinelpal. Miss Billings in
diuead the studenis to return to thelr
clagges temporarily, but an organiza
tion was formed os o mass meeting
of gtudents at moon and n protest teo |
the mchool board was framed. The
siudents marched out In accordatics
with presarraliged plans, |

Hyde Trial Poatponed, I
Kansas City, Mo.—~The tourth trial |
of P, Clurke Hyde, chinrged with e
mirzder of Col. Thomag B, Bwope, wis
postponed Indefinitely. When called
the criminal coupy here. The attor |
neve agreed to awalt declsion of
the state supreme court on the rppeal
of taxpayers seeking to reatraln the
couuty eourt from uslng county funds
Lo pay thie expenses of (he tyial.

Faver Cumming Bill.

Washington,—The Cumming bl 10
make common carriers Hable for full
vilue of shipments way favaorably ro-
ported from the senate tnterstate com-
meree commitiee with amendments Lo
require full damagos for live stock and
making ceriain excoptions where the
bature of the salpuments is concenled.

Freezes to Death in Troplcs.

New York-—The steamer El Cor-
dobes arrived from Huenos Ayres and
Montevideo with a story ol death on
board In the troples, wod strahgely
snough due to cold. The vietlm was
4. G, Broekhill, englneer in charge of
the big refrigerators whore the verssl
carried 2,600 tons of {rozen beet,

Supposed Corpse Gets Up,

| constitute the inhabitunts

| curlo shop,

the Inhabltauts are oneAfth of the en-
tire human race,

The problem Is not lessened by the
Ignorance, poverty '‘and superstition of
the allen and diverse peoples who
The good
frults of British rule are many, but
they cannot be seen from the car
window nor their importance gauged
by the tourist fitting from hotel to

Not Governed by Bayonets.

British rule In Indla {8 not military
rule. DBayonets may establish, but
they cannot maintain government,
Britigh rule In India Is government by
the civll power. Leass than 76,000
white soldlers are stationed In this
empire of more than 300,006,000 peo-
ple. The United States have a larger
standing army for less than one-third
that number of Inhabitants—three
times the soldiery for the Ameriean
republic as compared with the Indlan
empire. True, milltary rule was un-

b

Hartlord, Conn,

wire carrying 2,800 volts of electrics.
. Oarl Lundell saddenly sat up, rub
bed hils eyes, got down from the
and hurried oot of the pluce,

Two Bank Robbers Killed.
Vancouver, B, € - ~Two bandits wern
killed and two oiliors put to fijett
when they sttempted to hold np the
Unlon Bank of Cunada ut New Hagls
ton.

Crawford Is Elected,

Helfast,  Trelund.-(ol.  Bharman
Crawford wus returnad, unopponed, to
parliament a8 unlonlst member for
Eant Bellust 10 fill the vacaney in the
bouse of commonk by (he death March
26 of Jumes MeMordin

Papal Delegate to Australia,

Rome —The poye Las areated  an
apostalle delegating In Austraiin o
appointed an deligare the Ry Mer
_“-lll\"ml'irr- Cervedtl, now suditar of
the spostolle delegation in the Unlied
Blales,

Millionaire Ends Life,

Fert Willlum, Ont.— Arthur A, Viek-
ors, a millionnire rewl estate broker,
killed hiraself at his home here with a
shot gon, Vickers, who wgs marred

\ wu. Was 41 years old,

$280000 Fire at Saskatoon,
Baskatoon, Susi.—The Carnes bulld.
TR by weveral retall mer-
aN destroyed Iy fire. The
fonled ut 5260000, The

Hall nan hour afier |
hls companions bnd carvled him to a |
morgue us dend after hie had touehed 5 |

duly exalted at the tlme of the contro-
versy between Lord Curzon, the vice

slab | roy, and Lord Kitchener, the comman-

| der-inchlef, when the latter usked of
| England—and was given—a
[hand” In administration. The

found to mean a complete abandon-
ment of all checks and safeguards
which long experience has devised
When these are set aslde at the be
| hest or In behalf of the exceptional
[ man, trouble follows. And so it was
in Indin. It is shikm lmperialism, not
& real one, thut puts the army and
nuvy ahead of justice and liberty, of
eivil rule.
| 200,000,000 Dependent on Agriculture.
Indin s not governed by bayonels,
neither 18 it an empire of campa and
cities. The city Is of secondary lm-
portance in this land. We bear more
of Caleutia snd Bombay and Madras
and the new-old capital of Delhi, but
the real Indlan 1s & villager. In all
Indln there are only 27 cltles with a
population excesding 100,000, and only
| ive whose Inhabliants excoed a quar
tor of & milllon, There are more than
200,000,000 people in Indla directly de
pendent-—-nol merely lndirectly—upon
sgriculture. The Indlan farmer—"the
ryolt atl the plow”—Is the dominunt
figure in any pleture of Iodlan life
which bhas true perspective. The land
problem Is at the very heart of things.
The final test of British rule s how It
Bas helpof (he dweller on the land,
Vaxation Equitably Adjusted.
Judged by this test, the measura of
sucohss s nol small.  The land tax
has been changed into an approxima-
tion of faiivess and repsonuble Justice,
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Hindus Bathing 'n the Ganges.

HAS ENGLAND FAILED IN INDIA?

left unassessed or uncollected alty-
gether In times of famine, from which,
by fallure of the moneoon, the wind |
bringing raln, certaln Indlan provinees
often suffer. When the Hritish came
the tax-gatherer was king, all south
ern Indin was In his merciless grip,
and In northern India the farm la-
borer, though made n fortress of
his village and followed the pluw
gword In hand, was the constant
tim of spollation. The Orst attempls
ut land revenue adjustment which the
Britieh made were disastrous failures
Gradunlly, however, sthemes of taxa
tion have been evolved and problems
of land ownership have beoan settled
that are placing rural India, as far as
these quections are concerned, (n the
sama condition as the countries of
Europs whers much questions have
been more equitably and longer set
tled.

Closte akin o the
taxatlon of land Is
rural credits. The British found the
Indlan peasant in the hands of the
usurious money-lender. The grip of |
this creaturs, who has all countries
for his own, has not been entirely
shaken *off. It has been loosenad,
however, The establishment of co
operative credit socletiea has done
much for the rural laborer. The ob
jection that Indlans lack the necegsary
spirit of co-operation has been shown
to be without foundation. In saven
years 3,458 secleties have been estab
lished, with a membership of 224,558
persons and with a working caiptal of
$0,430,000, of which the state contrib-
uted only $230,000, the rest belng fur-
nished by the people themsalves

The Famine Evil Minimized.

Indin has alwanys been subject, In
part, to famines, which Is the eastern
word for partial or total ‘crop fallure.
These famines are caused by what an
old writer quaintly ealled “the intem-
perateness of the m'ut)!w.r " Britlah
rale has not been wble to cure this
“Intemporateness’ —although It has
been frequently blamed for ita exist
ence—but It has devised a plan which
mitigates to a considerable extent the
evila arlsing from it. Under this plan
not only are taxes remitted, but finan-
clal old I8 extended In the famine dis.
tricts. "“Nothing redounds more to
the credit of the government of India,”
sald Lovatt Fraser, for years the edi-
tor of the greatest newspaper In the
East, the Times of India, "than the
success with which they have gradu-
ally evolved a aystem of deallng with
the conditions caused by searcity, a
system admirable In conception, al-

he

vie.

problem of the
the question of

most nutomsatic in its operation, and
unfalling In its efMeclency.” Famine In
Indin I8 now n mispomer. As wull'
might one describe as famine In the

“free | United States the conditions caused
“free | by the drought in certaln districts in
hand,” when Inguired into, s usually | 1913

lrrigation Largely Developed.

Perhaps the monumental work of
the British In India in dealing with ag-
riculture bus been its development of
Irrigation Irrlgation  enterprises,
bullt or fostered by the state, have
lessmned famine areas, decreased the
death rate, added (o the tillable terri
tory and reduced human suffering to
A lurge degree. Two clusses of irrign-
tion works exist, works constructed
or malntalned by the state and works
constructed or malntained by comwmmu-
nities or Indlvidunly. Milllons of ncres
of waste land have been reclaimed.
In & single district, where ten years
ngo 200,000 dians existed in o state
of semistarvation, onsa mMlon live
comfgriably today The irrigation
system of Indix Is by far the largest
In the world and Is constantly being
added to

Improved sanitatlion and the rigld
enforcement of health regulations
bave confned the plague w u small
aren where It has not wholly extin
guished it. DiMmcult has been the In
culeation of sanitary fdeals In commu-
nitles where the Inhabitants “prefer
death to worry,” as the phrase of a
maharajah has (t.  Caste prejudices,
religlous opposition, Indiference have
made this, as other tasks of the Brit
Ish administrator, one far from easy.

| land

in the face of AiMculty, I ereditable
in the extrems

Good Government Established.

It is Impossible, witkin tie lUmite of
this artlele, even to sketch all the
achlevementa or the dallures of BPrit-
ish rule In Indin. Ouae can do 1little
more than suggest how, In the far
Egat, a great nation, destined to play
o Inrge part In tomorrow’s world, as
part of the mighty British empire or
alone, Is being made, Probably the
grentost contribution to Indla by the
British has been the establishment of
civil rule that means absolute justice
between man and man, There are ex-
ceptions, of course, lamentable and
numerous, but on the whole the Brit
Ish administrator has broyght equality
before the law, inflaxible anough stern
Justice, and unswerving Lonesty ta a
where bhefore he eame might
alone made right and the biggest bribe
won every ocase. This rasult has been
brought about, in Inrge measure, by
men of the Indian civil sorvice, work-
ing nlmost wlone, in olscure viilages.
In one distriet with & territory the

glze of France and ¢ population of
700,000 Indians, one white man, Hu- |
bert Calvert, brother of Dr. Sidney

Calvert of the Univerdty of Missouri,
I8 administrator. Thig I1s but a single
example, The Britlsl, have done their
good work In India not by foreea of
numbers nor by ruly of bayonet any
mora than by the masgic of the kettle
drum.
Schools In Reagh of Majority.

In the work dony in education the
British In Indla haye made many mls-
takes. Some of thase mistakes have
beon rectified by & newer educational
policy. Othera wily be rectified. The
Immengs diMcultics In education, In

| & land where primery education is not

wanted by the manses and higher edu-
catlion of a superficial kind Is often
sought merely as & means to escape
hard work, have prevented progress
that would otherwisa be possible. Re-
lHglous antagonisms, of an intensity
which the western mind can searcely

comprehend, have compelled the gov- '

ernment to make its education exclu-
sively secular. Even moral training,
without which any system of educa-

tion Is lame, |s hardly permitted, |
When all this—and much else—has
been written in eritiglsm, the large

fact remains that British education Is
transforming India. Primary educa-
tion Is not everywhere free nor is it
compulsory. The fees, however,
0 small as to ba no bar and schools

are in reach of a majority of the en. |

technical
are doing

tire population. Colleges,
gchools and unlversities

better work than under the old meth- |

ods. The new generafion of educated
Indians will be more efficient, more
thoroughly prepared for serious
bor, and no less keen of Intellect and
clever of speech than the older gen-
eration. It was one of the older gen-
eratlon, who had learned only words

|
al law school, who in pleading a case

in a Calcutta court sald of the oppos-
lug attorney: “The
of my learned friend will
water. At least they will not hold
good water. He canoot be allowed to
ralse a ecastle lo the alr by beatlng
upon a bush.”
Natives Represented In Government.
Indlan representation In the legls-
lative councils and municipal govern-
ments has been gradually {ncreased.
It is now sufliciently lurge to permit
every section of the diverse and dis-
cordant population to have a voice.
This Indian volee does not, as yet, dl-
rectly determine the policlea of gowv.
ernment, bhut it Is free to discusy these
policies, to question them and to bring
them to the bar of public opinlon, In
conscquence, British rule has becomn
mora responsive to native sentiment
The Dritish government,
arbiter and promoter of peace between
warring factions, has, by the new b
eral policy of larger native represen.
tation in official place, become also in
some measure an inlerpreter of the
nutive opinlon and an administrator
of Its desire, This Is not self-govern.
ment, of course—Indeed, It is a long

not

distance from it—but it Is a step in |

that direction. Because of this for-
ward step and from. the ranks of the
educated but unemployed natives
has come much of the turbulence
among the pative population which
soems at times to threaten [iritish
supremacy in India. lmbued with lib-
eralism in the universities and with
no other sorious work that appealed to
them, given representation iIn all
branches of government, the natlves
or rather, a few of the more advauced
-are leaders In & movement of “India
for the Indians.” That British rule is
seriously threatened by this unrest,
widespread though it may be, 18 doubt
ful. That Hritish rule will change, s
chungiug, to mest the awakening
spirit of demoeracy In the empire of
India, is certaln.
Some Surface Evill.'

The evils of British rule are on the
surface: exploitation, absentes gov-
ernment, the hill station where omi-
c¢inldom retires from contact with the
people, & press law which Surendra-
nath Banerjee, “the uncrowned king
of Bengul,” says is possible only be-
cause of the good character of the
administrators; too much whisky-and-
soda and too lltile helpful, personal
Intercourse with the natives: acertaln
Imperiousness which apparently looks
down on all things non-Hritish.
chasing flyspecks to discusa these and
other smaller evils. The American
looks with disapproval, but he remem-
bera lls own treatment of the negro
in the Bouth and the false impressions
given of that treatment in Upncle
Tom's Cabin and other works of fic-
tion, and he forbears critiolsam.

With all lts defects and its evils, of
maladministration, of greed and jin
golsm, the work of the British in In
din—to gquols & sentence from Lord
Curzon, ablest of modern viceroys “ia
righteous und will endure” The un-
rest, annoying, even agonlzing at
times, Is but the "growing palns"
which prosage a freer. greater India
In tomorrow’'s world

Copyright, 1814 by Joseph B. Bowles.)

6he Heard of Them.
Father—Your teacher {ells me you
spelling lesson, Ethel
Ethel—Well, 1 don't Hke to study
spelling, papa
“Hut you must learn to spall, dear.”
"1 don't have to, papa, If | can be a
stenographer and tvpeowriter when |

That it has been so well porformed,

grow up.”
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misty arguments |
hold |

always an |
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Side Show Sidelights

Diverting Chronicles of Circus Life
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THE LIONESS SKIRT DANCE AND
THE INCONSIDERATE PYTHON,

The conventional skirt dance has
long ceased to be a novelty on the
vaudeville stage, but as it s per
formed by “La Belle Selica” In the
arenn at the amusement park 1t holds
the Interost of that most exacting
audience-—a ecrowd of Coney island
pleasure seekers. It Is not because
Sellea |s pre-eminent among dancers,
but on acgount of the unusual and
dangerous stage setting; for ghe per
forms in the large exhibition cage,
surrounded by a half dozen llonesses,
each anilmal seated on a separate
pedestal. Any one of the huge beasts
cotld crush the dancer with a gingle
| blow of a massive paw, and the
great jaws which snap vielously at her

tiny- feet as she kicks them before
thelr faces are suMclently powerful to
crush the shin-bone of an ox.

She s apparently without fear of
| them, for ghe dancoes gracefully from
one to the other, flicking them across
thelr faces with the light switch
which she carries for her only protec
tlon, and kicking over thelr heads and
into thelr very mouths, always miss-
Ing the answering suap of the jaws
by the fraction of an Inch, and ac
knowledging it with a amile as she
whirls away to repeat the perform-
ance before another pedestal. The
llonesses see the performance many
times in the course of a season, but
they never lose Interest In It and
they do not remove their eyes from
Sellea from the time she enters the
cage untll she drives them out before
her. 8o long as she is on her feet
and agile enough to escape the swift
stroke of a paw or the snapping jaws,
she is safe; for a lloness would not
Jump at her from a pedestal: but
there Is always the chance of a slip
or a false step and then—1!!
| It happened once, and caused a
suspension of Sellea’s performance
for two months during the last big
exposition, for Grace, the largest
lloness, was on her before she ¢ould
recover herself; and it required the
| offorts of the animal man and all of
! his assistants to beat back the beasts
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who were maddened by the sight
and smell of blood and to yescue the
| unconscious woman from
They have never forgolten that mo-
ment of rebellion which was so near-
| ly successful, and they are ever watch-
| ful for another opportunity to avenge
the many outs of the tralning whip
| which they recelved in the course of
their schoollng. But Sellca
watchful, and although Grace had lat-
terly done nothing particularly out of
the way, the wonderful sixth sense

which experienced tralners always ac- | Bonavita, the greatest

gquire warned her that the animal
| should be regarded with suspiclon.
{ The beast had become nervous; a lit-
tle more sullen
dered to leave her den for the exhibl-
tion cage, and a trifle slow and re-
belllous when told to jump up on her
allotted pedestal
Constant assoclation with the wild
animals begets carelessness, but Se-
Hea, with the scars of Grace's sharp
claws still visible on her back and
shoulders, was quick to notlce the
! change and especially careful, before
opening the door from the den to the
runway, to look through the observa-
tion hole and make sure that the
lHoness was not erouched for a spring.
Grace had been particularly sullen
in the afternoon and she was growk
ing ominously when Selica went to
get her for the evening performance,
but when the woman saw the three
I little furry balls which were huddled
! in & corner of the den she understood
and forgave all, The cubs were no
| larger than St. Bernard pupples, but
| Grace appareatly considered them
| worth fighting for: and Sellea’s dance
wis given that night with only five
Honesses In the eoage, and the pro-
pristor told the stranger the reason
| for the ampty pedestal,
[ “Walt untll after the performance
and I will take them out of the cage
and show them to vou,” he sald: and
the stranger, remembering a tradl-
tion to the effect that robbing a llon-
| ess of her cubs I8 a dangerous feat,
| looked forward with & great deal of
\ interest to the after-plece,

“We can't trust the rearing of the
| eubs to Grace,"” sald the proprietor,
| a8 he stood In front of her cage after
| the audience bhad been dismissed. “The

close promixity of the other animals

in the arena and the curiosity of the | eash to buy some palint
were very bad agaln today in your | thousands of people whe come here | that blg white python; the only epecl-

every day would make her s0 crazy
|l that she would destroy them, so |
| must get them wu fosler mother, 1
have sent to New York for a blth
with pups, and in a couple of days
| will show you & happy famlily.” The
cuhs were In the center of the cage

and Grace #tood over them, soarling ' a lot of Ume

By FRANCIS METCA

(Copyright by W, G. Chapman)

yanswering Grace's lamentations with

l

than usual when or- |

SHE IS APPARENTLY WITHOUT FEAR

{8 also | when he takes him
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and looking with blazing eyes at the
group In front of (t; but Sellea’s volca
from the runway and a rattling of the
door at the back distracted her at.
tentlon, and as she sprang at the
door the proprietor darted a hand be-
tween the bars and seized one of the
cubs, drawing It safely out a half sec-
ond before the enraged mother land-
ed against the bars with a force
which made them rattle.

The poor beast was almost frantie,
but the samea maneuver was twice re-
peated, and In spite of her flerca at-
tacks on doors and bars the proprie-
tor, who had acquired through his
lifetime association with the great
cats as much of thelr quickness of
movement a8 It is given to mere man
to leanrn, removed the three cubs
without receiving a scrateh.

Poor helpless little creatures they
were, and It was diffficult to realize
that they would soon grow Into beasts
as powerful as the feroclous Balti-
more, the terror of tralners, who was

roars which fairly shook the building,
from his cage on the other side of
the mrena,

“That animal was bred in captivity,
born and ralsed In our menageria in
England,” sald the proprietor after he
had placed the cubs in charge of one
of the keepers. “l suppose (hat's
what makes him such a bad beggar
to handle. Give me the jungle-bred
llon to train, every time, for after the
man-handiing and discomfort of his
capture and transportation to the
coast by natives, he appreclates the
care and humanity of a elvilized
trainer. These cubs which are raised
in captivity are always played with
and teased by the employes and visi-
tors, and their first knowledge of
their strengih comes to them acel
dentally when they hurt a man with-
out meaning to do it; but they soon
learn to connect cause and effect,
and then it s time to wateh out for
'em. A jungle-bred llon {8 pretty
much cock o' the walk until he is

snared or trapped, and in his first ex-
perience with men he {8 vanguished
and realizes how useless is his great
strength against the nets and ropes
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which entangle him. The cub tmrnl
in captivity Is famillar with men from |

the cage. | the first, and plays with them like a

kitten until one day he 18 out of sorts
or Is accidentally hurt in a frolic and
the swift cut of his razorlike claws
makes his playmate or tormentor
drop him and leave him In peace.
That makes it hard for the tralner
in hand, for al-
though the cub may be subdued, he

remembers that he was once victor-
fous and watches his chance. Jack

trainer who
ever went Into a lon's ecage, would
have two good arms today If Baltl
more had been born In the Nublan

desert Instead of In Manchester.”
“l remember once,”

he sald, as he

| wiped the froth from hig mustache, |

“"when a guy named Merrltt and my- |
selfl wers running a snake show In |
New York that we couldn't pay the
rent because the papers wouldn't glve |
ug any publelty, although we had lha‘
finest collection of wrigglers that was‘
ever gotten together. We were run-
uing it on the dead level, nary a fake |
about It, and Merritt's lecture was |
highly instructive and interesting and
more than half true; but we saw that
we couldn't win out at the game un-
legs we crooked It. We were run.
ning so far behind that the only thing
which saved us from a dispossess was
the fact that they couldn’t get a con-
stable who would carry the snakes
out to the sldewalk; but Merritt was
a resourceful cuss and I felt confident
that he would figure out some scheme
to win out.

“Jim," says he, ‘it's necessary for
us to give ‘em a sensation, We've
tried to run this game as a purely
moral and Instructive entertalinment,
but we need the money and | reckon
wo've got to spring s cold deck on
‘em. | guess you've got to stand for
belng attacked by an untamable, man-
eating python.'

“*You can count me out on that'
gays 1. ‘Every gazabo in the eclty
would sizxe me up as & victim of the
demon rum.' Merritt looked discour-
aged for & minute, but his face sud-
denly lighted up pnd | knew he had
found & way.

“iJim, says he, ‘'If wé only take
half of our usual allowance of fire
water tonight we will bave snough
Now there's

men ever captured, the “pythonatus
fluldum Inctalis giganticus,” ' ways he.
That was one trouble with Merritt:
he'd get 8o stuck on the language
which he manufactured that he
couldu't leave it oul, even in our
business consultations, and 1t used up
“That python s m-'

stralght gooda.' maye he, “but ha
doesn't eateh thelir eyes, so 1'll palnt
the blame snake red, white and blue
and christen him the “anacondus
flagelum amerleanlbus e pluribus
unum,” and give the high bréws some-
thing to work on,’ says he, “That'll
work up the snakologlsis and set 'em
writing In the papera to prove that
there ian't any such thing: but we've
gol the answer to that, for we can
show 'em one at twenty-five cents
per’

“l never could stand for fMim-Nam-
ming the generous public, but my
meal ticket was punched so full of
holes that It looked llke & porous
plaster, and 1 consented, Merritt
spent most of the night decorating
that python, and In the morning It
looked like the peonnant of a man-o'-
war. I had to sit up and wateh him,
for he had the artistle temperament,
and he was so carrfed away by his
enthusinsm that if I hadn’t restralne
ed him he would have put on the
coat-of-arms of the Unilted Stytes,
eagle, motto and all.

“‘Now," says he, when he had fin-
Ished and stepped back to admire his
work, ‘if that blame snake's own
mother would know him If she met
him on the street, I'm a Dytchman.
If this don't make 'em sit up and take
notice, then I'll go to night school to
learn the show business.'*™

“How did the scheme work?" asked
the proprietor, as the press agent
paused to make the grand halling
slgn of distress to the walter.

“Work!" he answered. “How does a
fake always work In New York?
The python was so stuck on Its new
eolors that it nearly broke its neck
turning around to admire itaself and
everything went lovely., Of course,
thera was the usual howl from tha
snakeologists who knew It all, and 'Old
Subgcriber,” 'Citizen,’ ‘Pro Bono Pub-
lico' and the rest of the bunch wrote
columns, denouncing us as frauds,

“You know how those things work;
everybody puts up an argument and
then it's up to the fellow who is mak-
Ing the bluff to back It up with an of-
fer to donate a sum of money to some
charitable institution If he can't de-
liver the goods. We were well ahead
of the game as a result of the adver-
tising and had about two thousand to
the good and Mérritt got awful ches-
ty. He had led about that snake so
much that he belleved In it himself
and it made me a little nervous one
night when he offered to donate two
thousand dollars to the ‘Home for
Decrepit 8ide Show Fakers' if any
one could produce another epecimen
like this one, short of the head waters
of the Amazon. [ wasn't scared so
much by that as by what 1 fearad ha
might say, for I knew they couldn't
get another If they raked the universe
with a fine-toothed comb, and sure
enough, he was carried away by his
enthusiasm and offered to bet our en-
tire bank roll that the snake was a
genuine ‘Amerifcan flag’ such as had
never been exhlbited in any country.

“It was just our luck that there was
a half-loaded tin-horn gambler in the
gufllence that night; one of the kind
that wears a yellow diamond and a
checked suit with a white stove-pipe
hat; and the only part of the speech
that he understood was that somebody
wanted to make a bet. That ralsed
his sporting blood, and he olimbed up
to the platform and pulled out a roll
of yellow boys that would ‘choke a
dog and peeled off twenty centuries.

““I don't know much about snakes
which bromide won't make chase
themselves back to the woods,' envs
he as he plunked 'em down on the
table. ‘I ain't got your gift of gab,
but money talks and I've got this pile
to say that you can’t tell the truth to
save your neck. Just stnck up your
pile alongside of that and then trot
out your snakelet’ [ wns feeling
pretty sore on Merritt for making
such a bluff, but, of course, we had
to make pgood and between us we
covered the bet,. We had glass cages
full of snakes all around the platform,
but ‘Old Glory' was in a blg chest
covered with gllt figures and brass
chains and fastened with a padlock.
Merritt was mad clear through at
having his veracity gquestioned, but
he looked protty confident as he stuck
the key In the lock,

“‘It's n shame to take the money,
says he, as he eyed the gambler, ‘but
there's an old saying about the men-
tal capaclty of a man that is speedily
separated from his bank roll, and I
reckon you were away from home
the last time the fool killer ealled.’
The gambler Just smilled and kept
his eve on the stakes.

“*Now' says he, turning to the au-
dience, ‘If you'll kindly give me your
attention I'll show you one of the
most marvelous mysteries of nalure.
It was procured by one of our apeclal
agents at the head waters of the
Amazon at tremendous expense. 1t {8
a unique representative of the rep-
tillan family and the sight of it ghould
arouse pride in the hearts of all patri-

otle Americans; for as he unwinds
hie sinuous colls you will observe
that while his head and neck are

blue, the body, down to the tip of the
tail, 18 marked with thirteen alternate
stripes of red and white, giving this
marveloun crenture the appearance of
being wrapped in that glorious em-
blem of Hberty which waves over
the land of the brave and the home
of the free' Merritt stops then,
throwing out his chest and sticking
his hand into the bosom of hia ¢oat
to walt for the customary applause
from the gallery to subside: but in-
stead of the usual glad hands he was
greeted with a roar of laughter and
catcalls and when he turned to look
at the snake box, there was ‘'Old
Glory' crawling out, looking ashamed
of himself, for he was asx white as
the day he was born.”

"What bappened?' asked the pro-
prietor as the press agent sighed

“Well, Merritt always had presence
of mind, and as the sport gathered
up our hard earned sheckels he grab-
bed me by the arm and hurried

mea
from the bullding, He knew that a
Bowery audience was apt to follow

cat-calls with antique eggs and vege-
tables of last semson's vintage, and
Byve minutes later we were trylug 1o
drown our sorrow,

“Jim,' says Merritt, 'l made a big
mistuke, for 1 should have tatiosed
him. His beauty was only skin deep
and the blame snake ahed bis skin.'*




