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HERE are two days of supreme Importance to
all christendom when, no matter what the
difference in creeds, the whole Christian world
uniteg In the observance of what are rightly
regarded as the most slgnificant anniversa
ries in the year. On Easter and Christmas all
the churcheg are at one.
‘ The story of the first Christmas g so unl-
®  versally known that it needs no repetition,
and one hesitates to repeat it for fear of mar-
ring the benuty and simplicity of the original narrative
The story of the origin of the observance of Christmasg ia
quite another thing, however, and may be approached In
a more mundane spirit. We take part in the time honored
customs which are so intimately associated with the day
without stopping to consider whether they had thelr incep-
tlon in the Christmas idea or whether they ever had any
other significance than they now have. We trim the
Christmay tree, distribute our present, decorate with holly and mistletoe and
sit down to a blg dinner, and If we ever stop to think why we do these things
(and it is more than likely that we don't) why, it Is just the Christmas cus
tom and that's all there iz to 1L

But it |8 very for from belng all. The customs which seem such an in-
tegral part of the festival are inextricably tangled up with Roman, Scandl-
navian, German and Celtic ceremonials, in which very many of them had
thelr orlgin. Our Christmas, when we Investigate it, is found to be a melting
pot of pegrn iraditions and practices without number, purged of their old
significance and adapted to the higher rfaith,

Tha chserver halts before the contemplation of the countless variety of
customs assoclnted with Christmas In all lands, both in the past and the
present day. To describe them all would fill a good sized book, s0 we can
only refer briefly here to some of the most prominent of them.

The early fathers of the church, however much they might have desired
to banish all pagan practices from the exerclses of religlon, were perforce
obliged to allow their converts to retain part of the old usages. It was an
fmpossibllity to put an end to them, so they wisely decided that it was better
to let the people follow their bent along certain lines rather than to antag-
onize them by Insisting too strongly on a course which they were bound to
oppose. The more glaringly heathenish rites were eradieated, and those
which remained were purged of their more objectionable features and infused
with’ & new spirit.

Christmas was not observed at all, so far as we can find any record, for
200 or 800 years after the birth of Christ. and as the event had occurred In
guch an humble fashion men were quite unable to determine its date when
they began to Interest themselves in keeping the anniversary. There is not
a month in the year for which some authority has not claimed the honor of
the nativity. One thing 1s certain, and that is that it could ot have occerred
on the 26th of December, ns this date is the height of the rainy season In
Judea, as in Californis, and it is quite unlikely that the shepherds could
have been watching their flocks by night under those conditions.

The first attempt on record to assign any date for the nativity was made
in Bgypt ahout 200 A. D., when May 20 was the date mentioned. From that
time forward claims were made for various dates, Janvary 6 and December
25 being the most In favor up to the time of Chrysostom in the fourth cen-
tury, when the latter gained the preference.

This date was not chohen entirely without reason. The celebration of
the winter solstice was one of the chief festivals of Rome, and among the
Celts and Germans It was regarded with even greater significance. The sun,
as the glver of light and heat, and consequently of life, has been an object of
worship and adoration from the remotest times down to the present day;
therefore the period of the winter golstice as marking the renewal of the
power of the sun was a time of rejoicing among all peoples who elther wor-
shiped the sun directly or who regarded It as & manifestation of one of thelr
deities, The 12 days between December 26 and January 6 were regarded as
extremely fmportant by the Teutonlc races, who belleved that at that time
the influence of the gods was more powerfully directed toward the earth than
at any other. Nothing could be more natural, therefore, than that these peo-
ples, on turning to Christianity, should fix the commemoration of the appear-
ance of the Saviour on the earth at the same time of year they had been ac-
customed to acknowledge the glory of the sun. The significance of the two
.weents is parallel; the one heralds new life to the physical world and the
other the dellverance of the human race from the powers of evil

It has been pointed out that in the early period of the church it was con-
sldered wise to allow the converts to retain some of the old customs, The
observance of Christmas was therefore encournged as a substitute for the
pagan festivals, in particular for the Roman saturnalia, which occurred in
December and which was so popular that while it originally lasted for one day
only (the 17th), it was first extended to three days and later, under the Em-
peror Claudius, to seven. The festival was opened by public sacrifice before
the temple of Saturn, followed by a great public banquet, in which all classes
participated. From this time all the people seemed to go mad; the com-
pletest liberty prevalled and It was a time of universal festivity and merry
making. Crowds swarmed through the streets ghouting *To Saturnalia" a
form of greeting similar to the modern “Merry Christmas.” It was a holiday
time in the widest sense; schools and law courts were closed and the senate
adjourned; no criminal was executed and no war was proclaimed. The slaves
enjoyed an equality with their masters, and even served them at the table
The peopls cccupied themselves in calling on one another, in exchanging
presents and attending banquets. There was slways one day especlally de-
voted to the children, & custom to which we may trace the particular sig-
nificance of Christmas to children down to the present time.

Certaln other practioes of the Saturnslia which Christmas has preserved
related to cundles, imnges and cakes, Candles were alwava In avidenes at
thig time, as were small tmuges made either of baked elay or dough. The
Germans today niwuys make & practice of baking great quantities of all kinde
of Christmas cakes, which are an jmportant and indigspensable adjunct to the

occrsion
The custom of decorating with eveigreens al Christmas has the tradition
of uges back of it. Aw far buck us higtory goes i""i'll" have t”'“”llll the habit
of using flowers and greens in all sorts of festivals. The use of the mistletoe
however, ig 4 8 revtenl Trom U anclent Celts and Seandinavians, to whom
{t was &1 objeot of particulal ration at all thneg »nd sspecially whnen it
grew on an ouk When found growing on thls tra Dirulds cut It with
golemin ceremonios and used it in thelr sacrilicial ri It was belleved to
gualities of potenl power It is sl polen but only in the

possess MAKH
matter of conferring privileges |
The first historic mentlon of g Chrigtmas tree wur made In Strasburg

in 1605, but the Danes go farther back than that. They have & sweet old
legend relating to the time when Ansgar first preached Christienity to the
Danes, wherein is told how the Lord sent his three messengors, Faith, Hope
and Charity, to help light the first Christmas tree. They sought for one that
should be as high as hope and wide as love, and that bore the sign of the
cross on every bough aund they finally found it in the balsam fir

Bellefs which have been cherighed for ages generally dle hard, and the
church, realizing this, introduced other practices into the old customs which
survived from paganism. Such were the miracle plays and dramatlc repre-
seutations of early events in Christ's life, which recelved greal attentlon
during the middle ages and of which the Christmas carols may be considered
an offshoot. These enjoyed great popularity throughout all Europe, but par
tieularly in England, where in many villages today it Is customary for
troops of men aud boys, called the walts, to go from door to door sluging
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TIME OF ALL GOO0D THINGS | tea towel with all the vigor of her
—pr——— eleven years iu the hope of earning

writer Speaks of Happiness Ushered | the “extra nice present” which Broth.
in With the Coming of the | @r Bob, writing from Chicago, has
First Frost ' promised her at Christmas for lend.

— | ing mother & hand, Father pulls out

With the coming of the first frost, | an old, blackensd cob, mnd having
when u wind of lcy freshness blows | filled und Nt it, props his feet up on
pcross the flelds, comes also the true | the hob, From now till bedtime, save
reslization of what “home” means. | for sundry interraptious, he {s buried
v, ith supper ended, an intermittent | to his eyebrows In the weekly paper,
clatier of knives and dishes comes | and neither Nero's growlings at the
from the hidden reglons of the kiteh- rumble of a distant wagon nor the
en where Lizzle is manipulating s | contloued mutterings of the kettle
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carols for several
nights betore Christ-
mis,

Slmllarly In some of
the country districts In
France the ' children
muke the rounds of the
village, carrying a Iit-
tle ecradle on their
bncks and singing
carols for pennles.

Santa Claus |8 not as
famililar a figure In
France as he is among
us. There, instead of
hanging up their stock-
ings to ba filled by him,
they place their shoes
in front of the fireplace

Christchild who glves

on Christmas eve, so ‘_9 — 0 \
that the Christehild S —_—— b
may leave their pros " —_—
ents in them Tl : 2\
. n Y 51'

In north Germany, G;ICD U.‘S Dapuﬂﬁ' n THE L 75‘?‘\&»? r

however, it is not the A - P ‘
¢ )

the pfesents, but his é‘..a;
servant, Knecht Ru-
precht. This individual 1s usually represeited by a man who clothes him-

self in a white robe and high buskins, n mask and an enormous wig. So
attired he presents himself at the door and announces that he ls sent by
the Christehild to distribute gifts among the children. The parents receive
him eeiomeniously, and he Inguires whether each child has been good, and
17 the answer Is in the afirmative the child receives his presents; but it
not, Knecht Ruprecht gives the parents a stick with the advice to use it
ofter .

wm Helgium the children go about carrying paper stars with a lghted
candle in the esnter from Christmas to Epiphany, to commemorate the ap-
pearsncys of the star of Bethlehem. There I8 a similar practice among some
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Y0UNG FARMERS FROM NORTH AND
WEST MAKE VISIT 10 WASHINGTON

Champion Potato, Corn and Tomato Growers Are Handsomely

club girle and ¢he Corn club boys from

of the natives of Alnskn belonging to the Greek church, A procession of
men, wormren and children is formed, at the head of which is earried a large
flgure of a star coverad with brightly colored paper. Two men also march
ut the head, carrying lanterns on long poles, The procession makes the
rounds of the village stopping at each house, where the marchers are In-
vited to come in and take refreshments. They always wccept and after
slnging a carol or two they march on to the next house, This performance
Is kept up through Christmas week, but after the second night it is varied
by the introduction of a new feature. The star beurers are pursued by
men and boys, who try to catch them and destroy their stars, and whila
the significance of the game is supposed to lie in the fact that it {8 a repre
sentation of the poldiers of Herod killing the children of Bethlehem, the
players are mainly concerned in the opportunities for a frolic which it af-
fords and bother themselves little about the event It s supposed to com-
memorate,

The old custom of burning the yule log still endures In certain parts ot
Burope. It Is an outgrowth of the feast of Jul among the agelent Beandl-
navians, when every winter at the solstice they kindled enormous fires in
honor of the god Thor. Among the SBlavonlane of southeastern Europe thg
bringing In and burning of the yule log I8 an elaborate ceremony. BSome
time during the week before Christmas, or on the day before, an oak or
beech tree is selected, but on account of the superstition that such trees
are endowed with soule It I8 necessary to observe certain precautions whila
cutting it down. The hewers must wear gloves throughout the whole pro-
ceeding and before they dare lay an ax to the tree they must face the east
and cross themselves three times, and In felling it thy must take care that
It falls toward the east. Evil consequences will follow if they do not chop
off a chicken's head on the fresh stump, using the game ax with which they
cut down the tree. The flrat chip ls the prize of the housewlfe, who pre-
gerves it to put under the eream dish, so that the eream will be rich and
abundant during the year.

After sprinkling the newly hewn log with barley to lusure good erops
for the coming year it {8 ready to load on the ox wagon and the homewnrd
Jjourney is so timed that the house is not reached until after twilight falls
The housewife {8 on the lookout for It und as soon ns she sees It coming
ghe bhastens to hide the table, the gpoons, the fire shovel and the dining
chatre, which are not brought to Hght agaln until the log has been kindled.

It is genernlly about midnight when the log 1s brought inte the house, |

and it Is received at the doorway by the father, who wishies his family a
“ood morning and merry Christmas” three times. 7They, on greeting nim
In turn, shake over him some barley and, this ceremonial having been ob-
gerved, he drags the log up to the hearth by means of a chaln wound around

it. In case the log is brought Into tha house befors evening three sticks are
cut from It snd leaned ngalnst the eastern wall, where they remain, erownod
with vy, until the log I8 burned oot

Tuw i) 15t be paid marked respect by averyhod: t Lo the very lapt
it good Iuck i to be enfoyed during the year, and no one had better np-l
proach It berefooted unless he wants to condemn himsealf to & whole your's
suffering with sore feet

Christmas ove s distinguished by feasting and If o visitor Appears he
I gprinkled with grain from a sleve by the master of the house, in return
for which zreeting he places three ecandles wound around with gold nnd
gllver thread In the bottom of the nieve. These are it at the beginnlig of
the meal and when everybody has had hls fill the master of the house ax.
tinguishes them with a bit of bread dipped in wine,

Much more could be told concernlng the way Christmas 18 observed in
different localities and many curious bellefs and practices would thus be
brought to light. Some can be traced direetly to n purely Christian source:
the origin of others Is unexplainable, and very many prove to be relics r.-.r
the ages preceding the Introduction of Christlanity, The features briefly
touched upon above are only the skimmings of innumerable usages rnlulina
to this one day. There & no other day In the yenr about which such & great
variety of traditions and observances cluster, for there Is no other day which

people s0 dellght to commemorate and none which is regard .
deep and universal veneration $arded with such
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Now 18 the time of all good things
that delight the heart of man at the
passing of summer, Hickory nuts,
fresh molasses, apples, sweet cidar
and “punkin” ple, are all ushered la
with the approaching vanguurd of
winter, and until the April rains re
turn we shall be basking In the
warmth and comfort, the cheer and
delight of home~—Paris, Mo., Appeal

which steams and sputiers on the!
stove, can disturb his meditations.

And while father reads and mother
mends, with Lizzie frowning over her
lesson at the table, an invisible white
prush paints all the countryside with
the sparkling rine of the first frost, It
sparkles from the cobweb under the
eaves llke drops of molten silver; It
gleams from grass and stubble, and
glitters from every tree, so that when
the moon comes over the barn, greass
wnd tree and stubble scintlllate with
soft, sugdued brilliance.

Spalo sonually uses the huges quan-
tity of 276,000 tons of grapes for the
making of other products than wine

Entertained at the National Capital Along With Prize Winners

From Southern States—Work
partment in Various States of

Wiashington. ~-When the Cannlng
the southorn stutes arrived in Wash
Ington recently there were boy and
girl representatives of the polato, corn

Secretary of Agriculture Housten. |

and eanning cluba of the northern and |
western #tates to join them In recelv- |
Ing diplomas from the secretary of ls-]
riculture. They also were shown thal
sights of the oapltal; thelr expenses
being pald by Individuals and local or
ptate organizations interested and not'
by the department

There were 12 Canning club girls
from as many of the northern and
wedtern states and 16 or 20 boys,
champlon winners of the potato and
corn clubs. Flve states sending “pota-
to boys” are Massachusetts, Ohlo,
Utah, lowa and Michigan. Colorado
sont a "Sugar Beet club” boy, who wasa
the champlon sugar beet grower of
the state and was Lhe sole represonta-
tive of the club work which has re-
oently been started in this line by the
department of agriculture.

The work of the clubs which the
dopartment has encouraged In the va-
rlous states to Interest the younger
generation In agriculture has been go-
ing on In the northern and western
states for only about a year and a
half. The work was started sooner in

Young Farmera n Oatfield.

the southern states, as these were
considered to have a greater econom-
fcal need for it Also the general ed-
ucation board of New York clty offer-
ed to help out the work in the south
in order to remedy bad agricultural
conditions, and this board has ma-
terially alded In inaugurating clubs
to Interest boys and girla in growing
corn, tomatoes nnd cotton.

In the mean thme an urgent demand
arose in the northern and western
states for similar cooperative work
for young people. The successful

Encouraged by Agricultural De-
the Union.

Ad an example of the Interest ta-
ken by individuals, the work of a well
known soclety lender of Cleveland, O..
may bo efted. She has devoted from
threa to four months of Ner time dure
ing the past year to organizing and
promoting girle’ canning clube.  She
has ponid vigits to the 126 girls in her
county who have taken up the work,
nnd among the glrla who will ghortly |
viglt Washington are two champlons |
of that distrlet whe come ot her ex-|
ponsn.  Har two daughtors, aged four-
teon and sixtoen years, are among the
club membera, and, although not com-

soverance In mesting sclbucks and un
foreseen dlunstors. "
MMustrated booklets which the vark
ous young mgriculturists have made
glving an acoount of “Mow 1 Made My
Crop,” contaln many atorles Indleating
that youns America 15 not sxtiustve
Iy bent on ¢ity life, bqi finds much for

peting for a prize, they have done the
work of ralsing tomatoos on u one-
tenth acre plot and eanning the prods
ucta

In districts whero corn  does not
grow readily, but where there are
plenty of young people enger Lo grow
something, it has been found that po-
tato clubs dre more satisfactory than
corn clubs., An organization of boys
and girls was started last  year in
Massachusetts to grow potatoes, and
there are now 18,000 young people en-
rolled In potato work, most of them
belng boys, as the girls are encour-
aged rather to take up tomato ralsing
and canning. Some girls, however,
have shown Interest in potato grow-

ing and have done partienlarly well in
home-mado

manufacturing potato

Boys' Judging Conteat.

starch out of the unmarketable culls
of the vegetable.

Potuto c¢lub work Is going on In
Idaho. lown. Colorado, Utah, Wyoming.
Upper Michigan, in parts of the Dako-
tng, In Minnesota and in Ohlo. The
young peopls engaged In potato grow-
ing range In age from ten to eighteen
years. The basls on which the awards
are made for the potato champlons
who will;ge to Washington 1s as fol
lows:

(1) Greatest yleld of potatoes per
one-eighth nore ..
(2) Best showing of proft on in-
veslmont ......cs0040
(8) Baest exhibit of ona pek of
roed potatovs ARGy
(4) Dest history on “"How | Made
My Crop of Potatoes"....... 16

40

“eaan

30

16

Total score
esides showing good potatoes, well
developed ears of corn and rows of at-
tractive jars of well canned toma-
toes, these young people have shown
a surprising amount of pluck and per

Agricultural Students at Work,

enjoyment and Iuterest on the farm,

A girl in northern Ohlo tells in her
nccount how she made . net profit of
$10.41 on her tomato work during the
past season. A note at the bottom ot
her story says she "had 80 bushels of
green tomatoes left."”

POSTCARD SENT NEWLY WEDS

Mighly

Decorated Remembrance la

Inscribed With Advice
From Sender,

Denver.-~A wooden posteard nearly
twn feet long and meore than half 3
foot wide and highly decorated with
instructions to newly married couples
wns handed to B, C, Bennett, clerk at
the Kalserhoff hotel, by the letter car
rier when making his usual mail de-
livery,
It was addressed to .fr. and Mrs.

the mall box and it wouldn't go.
he hung It up over his desk ]
caused 50 many people to make use-
less remarks that he shoved it under
the counter.

Then some one told him was ln-
terfering with the United States mails,
#0 he took It out again and handed it
to the telephone operator, who wrote
another address on it and forwarded
it after the happy coupls,

One motto sald:
troubles be little ones.”
"Be good to one another”
card asked the clerk, in the event he
could not dellver the posteard, to re-
turn to the couple addressed at Hose-
lawn cemetery, Pueblo, Colo., as that
would undoubtedly be thelr stopping
place In the end. .

The eard had thirty-four stamps on
it and pumerous plotures of hearts,
cupids and other deslgns which con-
veyed the impresslon that the parties
addressed were in a blissful state of
mimd,

Remedy for High Cost of Living,

New York—"Fuel for the body
should not cost more than twenty
cents a duy for an adult” sald Doctor
D. G. Lusk, speaking on “The Funda-
mental Basis of Nutrition.” He ree
ommended as & remedy for the high
cost of living a thorough knowledge
of what food really ls.

Woman's Ashes by Parcel Post.

trar's permit, the ashes of Miss Hen-
rletta Branning, a school teacher, will
go to Germany by parcels post.

CARRANZA'S NEPHEWS

club work in the south furnished an
impetus for a nation-wide work and
the youth of the north and west bave
taken up the natlonal club work with
much enthusfaam. In the co-operative

each state had a leader In charge ol
the club work whoss cxpenses were
pald, half by the departwent and hall
by the lecal organlzations luterasted

have been most enthusinstio regurding
the work of the boys nnd girls, Sena-
tors and representatives sometimes
aid the work by generous contribus
tions, Last year five ucopngressmen
trom Illinols alops each fuinished suc
oosaful boy growers of corn with &
trip to the capital. Other coDngress.
men from the New HEngland

club champions to the capltal.
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MASTER JAILED, DOG STRIKES

Bearching for Hls Owner, Hector Dis
appears and Pollce Are Asked
to Look for Him.

——

Minneapolis~—Thia is & story of a
dog that want on & hunger strike, It
is also o s\ory of & man the dog adopt-
ed, showing his falthfulness and set-
ting the whole police department on a
bunt for the dog.

Heotor is the dog and Frank Tres-

arranngemont with the southern states, |

The demands of the north and west
have heon g0 urgent that eight stutes
are now walting to pay halt the ex
penzes of thiz ¢lub work, bhut the An
| partment of agclculture ha not at|
| present the funds to turnish the other
half Haowerver the work conting
ally being pushed Into new territory
aa the funds become avallable
The individunls and local organiea
tiona throughout the north and west

i
|

The two young nephews of Gener
rebel forces of Mexleo, who were sent to the United States by Presldent

Mudero to learn to fly
Syracuse university, and his brother,

states. | celved his educntion st Troy Polytechnle.
New York snd West Virginia, brought | pilot llcenses last year, and are well known In the aviation world. Recently

TRAINED AVIATORS

al Carrauza, communderdn-chief of the

Lisut. Gustavo Sulinas (in machine) was educated at

Lieut. Alberto Salinas (standing), re
The brothers wers given thelr

| they suceeeded in smuggling an seroplane across the Mexican border.

T ~

wick of 8¢ Clond, Minn, Is the man.
The man took a drop too much and
was snagged into the East Side pollce
station, The dog accompanied him and
when bis friend disappeared cellward
Hector set up & howl that kept the po-
Ueemen awake Fraok was fed In his
cell and food was offered Hector In
Lieut. J. Quealey's office, but Heotor
would not eat. He would only howl
When Frank was fined and it looked
as if he would have to spend a few
days In the workbouse, arrangements
were made to have Hector cared for at

o S

the pound, but Frank paid his fine and
asked for Hector.

Paterson, N. J.—Under the regis- J




