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HE fiftesnth of December,
1911, was the time set for
the formal adoption of one
of the most important Inter
national conservation meas-
ures that has ever been &l
focied., Pursnan! to a con-
ventlon or treaty concluded
at Washington on July T,
1911, by the United States,
Qreat Britain, Russia, and
Japan, the fur seals of the
north Pacific Ocean will re-
oelve for the first time a
form of protection that has
been shown to be abrolutely
necesgary, and |8 guaran
anteed by these four great
powers for a term of 16
years,

The agreement prohibits
absolutely pelagic sealing, or
the killing of fur seals while In the water, and
places the legitimate killlng of surplus male
soals on land under the direct control of the
governments interested.

This convention insures the rescue of the
depleted fur-seal herds from commercial ex-
tinction; prohibits the citizens or subjects of
the contracting powers from engaging in o
wasteful, cruel occupation, and removes &
long-standing disturbance of international good-
will,

Fur seals Inhabit certain parts of both the
northern and gouthern lemispheres, but the
most {important herds live in the north Pacille,
represent three distinct but closely related spe-
cles, and are known as the Alaskan, Russlan
and Jananese fur seals, respectively. Although
the noriliem seals roam widely on the high
seas, they always resort for breeding purposes
to certain definite bits of land, and It is this
hablt which gives partleular nations property
rights in them and has créated several inter
national complications.

The Japanese geals vialt no land except Rob-
ben Island and certain islands of the Kurile
chain: the Russian seals never go to other
ghores than those of the Commander Islands,
off the const of Kamchatka; and the Alaskan
seals, after dlstributing themselves over the
sastern part of the Paclfic Ocean as far south
as southern Californla, make an annunl pil-
grimage to fslande In Rering Sea.

Of all the fur seals, the most numerous and
fmporiant are thogse of Alaska, which came to
the United States with all the other resources
of the territory when Russla ceded her jurls-
diction. The Alaskan fur seals have for many
years been the subjiect of protracted national
and International digcussion, and during the
years 1010 and 1911 came In for an unusual
amount of attentlon. In additlon to the con-
glderation received during the diplomatic nego-
tiations resulting In the treaty already men-
tioned. Congress has epacted a new law re-
lating to the seal Islands, a new dispensation
as come in the administration of the lalands,
and the government as represented by the
Bureau of Fisherles has for the firet time en-
gaged in the business of taking and market-
fng seal gkins.

The “new digpensation” Includes permanent
scientific observation and control of the herd,
discretionary authority to suspend all killine,
and discretionary power to lease the sealing
privileges or to explolt them as a government
monoppely.

The only land to which the Alaskan fur seals
over resort 18 the group of small, rocky lslands
lying in Bering Sea 215 mlles north of Una-
lagka Island, the nearest land. These bits of
bleak land have coma to be popularly known
as the Seal Islands, from their most consple-
nous festure: but among geographers they
are called the Pribllof Islands, in honor of the
Russian navigator who, in 1786, while in the
employ of a Kamchatkan trading company,
followed the migrating senls and ascertalned
for the first time where they resorted.

At the time of the &lscovery of the Pribilofa
there were no human Inhabitants. As soon
as the Russians began to take sea skins they
transferred thereto from the Aleutian Islanda
a number of natives to do the muanual labor,
and from time to time established small colo-
nies at varions convenlent points.

The present population numbers about 300
on the two islands.

Whoen the geal {aslands came into our custody
the fur geals thereon conatitated the most val-
uable aquatic resource that any government
ever possessed. Owing to the Immense bhody
of animals present and the difficuity of count-
ing with any degree of accuracy, estimates of
the slze of the herd at that time neceasarily
differ widely, the extremes belng two million
and seven milllon. It {a safe to assume that
the number was beiween two and a hall and
four million distributed on 20 to 30 rouvkeries.

At the close of the season of 1811 the
Alasknn seal herd consists of not more than
150,000 individuals of all ages.

This appalling dwindling of the herd has
occasioned much econcerm and has subjected
the government to much unfavorable eriticism,
because the government has exercised full and
continunus control doring all the intervening
vears up to the present date. It will be seen,
however, that the criticlsm I8 not justified, for
the reason that the decllne and decimation of
the herd came through causes operating when
the seals were on the high seas and beyond
the protecting care of their foster father.

It I8 furthermore a fact that the government
took active steps to secure adequate protection
for the seals when away from the Pribllofs,
and that its efforts were frustrated chiefly by
the resuylts of an unfortunate International
arbitration.

Although the seals are easlly killed by the
methods adopted by man for their destrue-
tion on sea and land, they are capable of with-
standing great privation and of undergoing
extraordinary muscular exertion.

To maintain themselves during winter in the
tempestous north Pacific without resorting to
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land i in ftgelf no small accomplishment for
air-breathing animals. The females, leaving
the Islands in November, go further south
than any other members of the berd, and In
December appear off southern California,
where they remain until March. They then
begin thelr long return journey, renching the
jglands early in June.

Within two days of their arrival on the rook-
erles the cows give birth to their pups. Not
until ten or twelve days have elapsed do they
return to the water or take any food. Then,
after washing and playing near the Islands,
they make their first long trip to the feeding
grounds, coming back to the rookeries after
three or four days. Thereafter throughout
the season the cows make regular feeding
[Arips at intervals of five to ten days.

The eeals subsist chiefly on squid, but also
on herring, smelt, salmon, pollock, and other
kinds of fish, which are caught and eaten in
the water. They have prodigious appetites
and gorge themselves whenever the opportu-
nity comes.

On the approach of cold weather, the cows
and pups leave the Islands together, Up to
that time the pups have subslsted solely on
milk, and they then have to learn to catch
their own food, consleting of fish and squid,
Inasmuch as the natural mortality among the
pups in their first year is fully 50 per cent, It
iz evident that (hey experience many vielsslk
tudes In the tempestous seas to which they
commit themselves, The males follow shortly
after, but some rvemaln about the lslands
throughout the winter In mlld seasons, and
the natives always depend on senls for food In
Decomber and January

Mur geals and hefy senls have always bheen
regurded as legitimate objects of exploltation,
and all governments having real or assumed
property rights In herds of seals have sane
tioned their killing, under restriction, for fur,
leather, oll, food, ete.

Beglunlng in 1780 and continuing until the
sale of Alaska, Russlans were almost contin-
uously engaged In killing fur seals on the
Pribilof 1glands. In the earlier years there was
a promlecuous seramble among rival compa-
nies, so that to maintaln order and properly
regulate the taking of geals the government
was forced in 1700 to give the privilege to a
slngle company, created by Imperial decree
and having among Its shareholders members
of the Imperial family and the nobllity. This
association, known as the Russlan-American
company, enjoyed a monopoly of this business
ne long a8 Russin had control of Alaskn. An
ukase issued by Alexander | in 1521 for the
regulation of the company had as one of s
featurea the prohibitlon of forelgn vessels
within 100 miles of the Russian consts and
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pute with the United Stales and Great Britnin,

This ukase involved Russia in a dis

resulting in the treaties of 1824 and 1525,
which recognized Russin's c¢laim to jurisdiction
over the whole of Bering Sef, Okhotsk Sea,
and other water inclosed by Russian territory.

From the outset the company placed a Ya-
tional limit on the number of animals killed
each vear, and In the light of later experience
it is evident that the herd would have heen
fully ahle to sustain the annuasl harvest of
gking If these had been taken only from the
males, But males and females allke weore
glaughtered in ignorance or disregard of the
polygamous charancter of the seals, and ns
early as 1808 {t was necessary to suspend
operations for two yearsa in order to permil
the herd to recuperate.

When killing was resumed, however, it wis
along the same destructive lines, and the
mighty fur-seal host continued to dwindle un
til by 1834 its numberg were reduced to one
fifteanth or onetwentieth of those present in
the first years after tha discovery of the
fslands. The sugpension of all killilng for a
term of years then ensued, and by the time
aperations wore resumed tha eompany ofliclals
had come to realize that the fomales should he
protected, and later the sacrifice of old bulls
and young pups was stopped

The result was a remarkable recuperaiion
and inerease In the herd that afford a valld
basia for the bellef that speedy recovery of the
decimated herds of Alaska, Russin, and Japnn
may follow the elimination of factor re-
gponsible for their prosent conpaivion,
the indiscriminate killing of m:
et sen, When Russin ceded
over Alaska,
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the Pribilof fur-senl herd had at
tained a degree of prosperity closely
ing it condition at the time of
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and we thus enme Into poesesslon of a re
gource but little impnired and had a knowl
odge of Its pignificant higtory to gulde us In
Its treatmentl.

It 18 o cause for congratulation that no coun-

try has dealt with its seal life In 0 more intel.
lHgent, humane, and genlous manner than the
United Btates, and It was a cruel fate that for
80 many years rendered our efforts futlle, The
only oecaslon when there was any laxity In
our administration of the geal islands was dur

Ing the first years of our posgession, when the
government was still unorganized anywhere in
the territory and wvarlous private companles
landed parties on the Pribilofs and took meal
gking without any government supervision or
restriction, It was In that year that the larg-
est killing In the history of the lslands was
made; the number of skins obtained was prob-
ably not less than

200,000, and may have
reached 376,000; but this take was not Indis-
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no effect on the permanence of the herd.

Although the indiscriminate killing of seals
i the sen hnd been going on from very early
times, this business was not extensive, was
condueted by natives using spears in thelr
canves, and had no appreciable effect on the
herd

Speclal Ingquiry made by the government
ghowad that in different years from 0 to over
00 por cent of the seals killed at son, pither
on the nortliwest coast or In Bering Sen, were
femnles

What pelagle hunting then meant to the genl
herd when so large a Neet was cngaged,
what it hng meant recently when tho fleet was
larger it proportion to the nnmber of seals,
may be appreciated when it is stated (1) that
for every seal killed and sec 'l'IIOll by the hunt
ers not legs than two seals were killed and
logt because they sank hnrort-. the hunters
could lay hold of them, while many
wounded and escaped died later; (2) that for
overy adult female k'tled on the way to the
islands In spring an unborn pup was sneri-

fleed: (1) that for every female killed nfter
the herd had retwched the islands a pup on
ghore was left to die a lngering death by

starvation, and a pup to be born the next sen-
ann was likewiso gacrificed,

Tho governmenl wiik not slow o rentlze the
dnmage done to the seal herd by pelagic seal:
ing, and wng led to assume jurlsdictlon over
the entire Americun slde of Dering Sea and to
rogard ag ponchers any persons found hunting
genls therein. The gelzure of vessels fiying
the 1nilm! States and Brivah flags followed,
and there sross a controversy with Great Drit
aln, M jch eulminated in the reference ol e

case to an Internntional tribunal of arbiiration

that met in Parla in 1893, The award of the
arbitration court was against the United States
on hoth of the main contentlons, namely, the
Pering Sen s a closed sea, und that the prop-
ety right 10 the seal Lierd warranted the gov- |
ernment in protecting the seals while on the
high seis.

Since the award of the Parls tribunnl the
caue of the fur-seal herd has gone from bad to
worge. The United States governmeni anrly
showed 1ts good falth by prohibiting ta eitl
zong from engaging In the lucrative industry of
pelagic sealing; bul (he subjects of all other
coutitries were permitted to do so, and It was
the injection of a new factor, Japan, that con-
tributed more than any other cause to the
declmation of onr seal herd.

The fur-gesl problem with which the United
Stntes povernment now has to deal presents
gevernl phuses. The most Important duty the
responsible officials have to perform is to con-
serve increase the seal herd. This In
volves continuous care, study, and obseiva
tlon: the determination of the actual condition
and needs of the herd, and the application of
the results of sclentific and economic Investl-
gation to the welfare of the seals.

A searcely lesa important duty, and one that
is in no respect antagonlatie to the first, 1a to
provide a revenue and to utilize a highly useful
resnurce at the time when that resource pos-
posses the grentest market value. This in- |
volves the judiclous killing of the mnle seals
when they are two or thres yvears old and the
digposal of thelr pelts to the best advantage.
A third duty fs to sscertain what are the real
needs of the helpleds native inhabitants of the
seal Islands, and to give tham the alr that la
best sulted for their mental, moral and physl
cal natures,

ani

Recent eritlelem of the governmenl's poliey |

of taking the skins of seals In view of the de-
pleted condition of the herd (8 based on defl-
clont knowledge. The fur seal being a highly
polygamous animal, and males and females be-
ine born In equal numbers, 1t follows that un-
der the conditlons that have prevalled and
gtill continne the number of males produced
in fur In excess of the requirements of nature
for the perpetuation of the specles.

The preservation and Increase of the seal
herd 1o entiraly compatible with judiclous sae-
rificea of & llmited number of young male seals
each year, and this I8 quite as true when the |
herd 18 depleted ns when the rookeries are
crowded to thelr full capacily, When the pres.
ence of a sufficlont reserve Is determined by
responsible officers of the government, the |
utilization of the surplug males for thelr pelts
and Incidentally for native food Is Justified and
demanded by common sense, and fulfills tha
utmost demands of both the spirit and the
letter of genuine conservation

If nut n single male seal were to be killed

on the islands or at sea during the next five |

years, not a single wdditlonal seal would be
produced as a result of that course. If not a
glngle male seal were to bhe killed on the
lglnnda or at sea during the next 20 years, not
a sglpgle =eal would be added to the herd that
will not bhe added If the present poliey of re-
gtricted killlng of surplus males Is continued

Astor, The two men falrly rfell upon each

other when they had told thelr names,
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slgn of abatement of
took her gently but firmly by the arm,
gulded her right out of the poreh, and

hour there was no
the storm he

half an

the outermost door upon her.

As master and scholars returned to
thelr work,
tulations and of knocks and hammer-
Ing vpon the door reached them from
At first the master tried to '.--ul-’j'| the distance, but the much-tried man

took no notice,

the soupd of nNEry expos-

thinking to himself,

When at the end of the morning
the master went to unlock the door,
he found his enemy sitting ealmly on
the ground, walting for him with an
expression on her face that baMessde
seription. He bhad sbhut her skirt into
the door when he locked it, and kept
her a prisoner all the morning!

S8trange Reunlon of Veterans.

When Ma). Ueorge Edwards Mon-

tague Hastings of the Dritish army

i Mttle groy-halred man in the lobby
standing at attention with his hand
to his forchond as he passed out of
the dining-room. He stopped to learn
the reasaon for the salute and found

that the man, Peter Furrell, who 16 a
watchman In the hotel, had fought
with him In & battle with the Zulua

in 1878 whon & majority of the Eng-
lish party was killed, It was the frst
time the two men had met since the
battle,

For more than three hours they dis-
cusied the memorable battle. When
they parted both agreed that they
wanted to see ench other agaln.

Heading Him O,
"Mamma, why is It that the women
never have any secret socletios?"
“You are too youug to understand,
darling—but don't ask your papa or I
shnll not bring home the box of candy
I promised you."
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'MEANS END OF SMALL TOWN

Willtam Allen WHhite Sounds Warning
| Against the Big City Retall Mall
Qrder Houses,

convention of the
‘h‘oulhwnntrm Lumberman's associa-
tion, held recently at Kansas City,
Wiliem Allem White gays:

| T am exceedingly sorry that 1 can-
not attend your convention. [t seams
to me that the lumbermen of this
section are undertaking a work that
gshould commend them to all good citl
2nns

e prosarvation of the home
Ctrade to the home lown oarries with
it the preservation of many of our
Anmerifoan Institutions,

"It peoms 1o me that a lot of good
things in Ameriean life will pass If
the country town passes. And it will
pass just so surely as centrallzation
of retall mall order business In clties
cantinues. '

“T'he Amerioan country town, the

town of from one hundred to one hun-
dred thonsand people, preserves bet-
ter than the crowded city and better
than the lonely ranch and isolated
| farm life, the things that make Amer
| fea great.
“Hers in these ocountry towns the
| gpirit of neighborliness 1s the prevall
| ing spirit. Men come to know one
| another and when any two human be-
| Ings come to konow one another, in
the one who fs intelligent and wise
respect nlways risea for the other,
| To know one's fellowes always is to
gympathize with them. Nelghborli-
ness spells fraternity.

“The American country town with
| fte broad eircle of friendships, with
it close, homely, slinple rolations be-
tween men, with its spirit of co-oper
atlon and with its economie status
that permita the creation of no In-
decently rieh and no abjectly poor,

[ Writing to the

|

the American country town, it seoms |

| to me, ia the most hopeful of our
Amerioan institutions,

“To destroy that town, furnishing
the market for the farmer and giving
stendy employment to labor, meAns &
reorganization of our commercal, so-
clal aod industrial 1ife that will be
revolutionary-—and more a matter of
doubtful value

“The mail order house therefore be
comes . menace to this country, the
mall order house unrestraggsd will
i our smaller towns, Creasng greut
citien with their terrible contrasts ot
Ife, with their cruel social relations,
with thelr inevitable caste fesling that
come from the presence of strangers
wha are rich and poor living side by
glde."”

The English Sparrow.

| The fact that insecl-eating birds are
less plentiful In ecitles s true, but 1
tmllmc thut the conditions are rap
| ldly lmproving, says a writer on clvie
| beauty. Intelligent nature study has
| done much to jemmen ihe aidsr of the
smull boy who formerly used hia sling-
shot and alrgun to such harmful ad-
| yantage.

It is probable, too, that the English
sparrow has done nearly as much ns
the small boy to mnke the life of
gong birds miserable In the cltles. I
doubt, however, if the sparrow la as
blnck as he Is painted, and 1 sadly

him bave been biased by the writers'
'loss of early morning sleep, 1 know
for a fact that the HEnglish sparrow
ls far more of an insect-eating bird
than he lhas the credit of belng. 1
have observed them extensively and
bird for bird I know that he ls &
more valuable species from an ento-
mological standpoint than |s our well-
beloved robin, Were it not for the |
foy the red breast brings when ho
comes to us with each returning
spring, 1 think that we could do with-
out him very nloely, He destroys few
| Injurious Insects, eats much fruit and
liternlly gorges himself on our soll-
Improving flshing worms.

One more influence agninst the pres-
{ence of birds In cities should not go
| ptnmentioned. The peaceful (in day

tima) house cat is one of the worst
| enemies of birds we have, and should
| be bunishad.

Double Decking Streets,
| Chief Engineer Ooodrich of the bu-
:mu of incumbrnces of the depart.
| ment of bighways, Ndw York, has pro-
1pmwd a plan for the double decking
| of Forty-second street, New York, be-
|twean Fifth and Ieiington avenne.
The street is one of the most con-
Iﬁltm‘l in the city, there being proba-
| bly no place In the world where so
| many systems of transportation cen-
|ter as here. The double decking of
' the street will give an opportunity for
upamlln; the traffic, to say nothing
lof at once doubling the capacity of
{the street. Here 1§ & problem which

|wm have to be mel and successfully '

fear that some published opinlons of |

|

golved, as the modern offies bullding, |

20 to 30 stories in height, gradually
replaces the older bulldings. Bome of
the downtown streets of New York
| are already congested almost to a
standstill, go thut traflc at times is
| nenrly impossible.

Value of Street Illumination,
Urglng the
service along country highways, and'
in small villages, the Electric Review
says: "The tendency of the times is
toward beiter #treet Hlumination;
real estate values rise and outside
residents are attracted by it; and
i apart from the reduction of accidents |
and the improved conditions of pub-
e safety afforded, the rural commu-
| nity as & live center If It devotes a
| reasopable sum yearly to meeting the
| Hghting problem with courage and [ar
| sightedness.”

Club to Promote Clviec Beauty.
| The executive committes of the Oak
Park (111) Citizens’ club has formed
a bureau for lsting all vacant lota in

the village to be rented for use As
flower gardens. The alm 15 to make
benutiful places out of what have

been hitherto weed patches,

|
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llllﬂl‘llllEYS STEAI DYE WORKS
DRY CLEAING & DYEING OUR SPECIALTY.

517 PIERCE STREET BIOUX CITY, 1WA,

CLEANINGand DYEIN

in all ita branches—modern
m-nnn'lmlm I.O.
w nﬂ.ﬂ‘l Dauglas §t., Sioun City,lns
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t wil for booklek.
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Soda Fountains and supplics. We sell thems
Chesterman Co., Dept. F, Sioux City, lay

WOOLFSON'S STEAM DYE WORKS
Suits cleaned and pressed for $1.m

id one way.
cm“:a W Zth, 8loux Olty, la.
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THE BRICK WITH A NAME

Mid, by SIOUX CITY BRICK & TILE WORKS
U-S*IUY-F-E-“

for farms and towns, gAll kinds
of electric fixtures and supplies,

Electric Supply Co., 525 Sth, Sioux City, la.
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