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THIEF NOT A NEGRO 

IN last week’s issue we commented 

on the sensational headline “Ne- 

gro Terrorizes Shoppers,” which was 

the front page headliner of the Sun- 

day edition of the Omaha Daily News, 
January 23. We stated that the item 
which elicited this front page prom- 

inence in box car letters was one to 

the effect “that a thief, who happened 
to be a colored man, had snatched sev- 

eral petticoats from a counter in the 

Burgess-Nash store, and, dashing 

through the aisles, escaped with his 
loot.” We took it for granted from 
the news item that the thief was a 

colored man. We find, however, that 
even this was contrary to fact. For 
we learn that “Leonard C. Smith was 

sentenced to the penitentiary for one 

to seven years by District Judge 
Troup yesterday (Saturday) for steal- 

ing an armful of petticoats from the 

Burgess-Nash store.” No, dear reader, 
Leonard C. Smith is not a Negro, or 

the item would have been featured 
after this fashion, “Negro Who 
Terrorized Shoppers Sent to Pen.” 

Not only must we bear the handicap 
of being regarded as a criminally ih- 
clined race because of the regretable 
policy of the daily press, speaking 
broadly, to lay emphasis upon race 

rather than upon crime, but the added 

handicap of the crimes of the other 
fellow generously saddled upon us. 

Never mind, we will keep our heads 
and win out yet in spite of all. 

THE SPRING CAMPAIGN 

THERE is going to be a hot time 

in the spring campaign in Oma- 
ha. A determinant factor, if not THE 
determinant factor, will be the vote of 
the colored brother and sister. Com- 
missionerships, coveted franchises, 
etc., etc., will enter into the campaign. 
When the time comes it will be dis- 
covered that those “wonderful days” 
of gullibility have passed and that 
pussy cannot be used to pull chest- 
nuts out of the fire. 

LENT 

THE great penitential season of 

Lent, which is more or less gen- 

erally observed among a la'rge num- 

ber of Christian folk, begins next 

Wednesday. The first day of Lent is 
called Ash Wednesday. Even outside 
of the great historic communions 
whose followers are enjoined by eccle- 
siastical law to observe this season, 

there is a growing appreciation of the 
real spiritual value a.ul helpfulness, 
which comes from the observance of 
such a period, eitbei*long or short, of 
spiritual stock-taking. Its helpful- 
ness has been attested by hundreds 
of thousands of people in every age 
and clime who have conscientiously 
observed the season. But we take it 
that the real value of Lent, like every- 
thing else in material or spiritual 
matters, depends upon the spirit and 
sincerity one puts into it. 

THE MONITOR AS AN ADVER- 
TISING MEDIUM 

/COMMENT has been made upon 
the large number of advertisers 

The Monitor carries. No Omaha or 

Nebraska weekly carries a largpr per- 
centage of advertisers than The Moni- 
tor. There is a reason for this. The 
Monitor reaches the best class of 
spenders in the community. The 
Monitor brings results. Our adver- 

% 

rising patrons frankly tell us that 

they find The Monitor “the medium” 
for reaching our trade. The Monitor 
as an advertising medium takes sec- 

ond place to none in Omaha. We 
cover our field thoroughly. For this 
we are thankful and it gives us pleas- 
ure to serve. Last year The Monitor 
carried 25,000 inches of display ad- 
vertising, which represented sewral 
of the leading firms of Omaha and 
Lincoln. 

NO FAILURE 

r I '•HERE is no failure. God’s im- 

mortal plan 
Accounts no less a lesson learned for 

man. 

Defeat is oft the discipline we need 
To save us from the wrong, or teach- 

ing heed 
To eiTors which would else more 

dearly cost— 
A lesson learned is ne’er a battle lost. 
Whene’er the cause is right, be not 

afraid; 
•Defeat is then but victory delayed 
And even the greatest victories of the 

world 
Are often won when the battle-flags 

are furled. 
—Thomas Speed Mosby. 

SNYCOPATED SPASMS | 
BOOKS 

T.\ wandering around this yere beau- 
*- tifu) burg of ours and visiting the 

homes of sundry chocolate-colored 
chums, we note that the scarcest ar- 

ticle of furniture is a book or two. In 
the iar dim distant days when home 
wasn't complete without a stand ful1 
of “bricky brack" in one comer, 

“Home, Sweet Home," over the door, 
and a rag rug grandma made for the 
parlor, it was always customary to 

see a forty-pound Bible on the center- 

table, an Ayres Almanac and a red- 
covered volume of “Mr. Buyan’s Prog- 
ress of the Pilgrims.” or some such 
name. But today you don’t even see 

those. Tn fact, books are, scarcer than 
hens that have the pyorrhea. You 
will find a five hundred buck player 
pinany, a two hundred simoleon 
phonvgraph, a hundred lamb tongue 
Wilton, along with a thousand dollar 

j set of wood and wool stuff, but if you 

expect to find a book or two lying 
around, the chances are you will go 
blind before you glim one. Now there 
is no law against anybody owning a 

book. There are a lot of tomfool laws 
about almost everything under the 
azuye. but no dummy has ever 

screwed up enough nerve to ask a 

new amendment prohibiting a front 
room table from holding up a few 
volumes of literature. Maybe you 
will never read them and never expect 
any other human squash to read 
them, but they add a grand effect. 
They always make a visitor feel that 
they are chatting with a person of 
family w-ho has Minerva by the hair. 
The effect is good. It is the custom 
of the dippy domed to strive after ef- 
fect anyway, so while you are striv- 
ing you may as well hit the trail al! 
the way. Give the impression that 
you have a few brains locked between 
the .parietals whether you have or not, 
and thpre is nothing in the world that 
shimmies forth this effect better than 
a few books. Just be careful when 
you invest in books that you don’t in- 

You Are Cordially Invited to Attend the 

Onward Omaha Exhibition 
Given by the 

| OMAHA MANUFACTURERS 

on the Main Floor of the 

BURGESS-NASH CO. 
ON SATURDAY 

Which Ik the La*t Day of the Exhibit 

« GOOD GROCERIES ALWAYS 
C. P. WESIN GROCERY CO. 

Alio Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. 
2005 Cuming St. Telephone Douglas 1098 
... .... I 

vest in German, French or Arabic 
books. Such a mistake would mess 

you all up and put an untwistable 
kink in your fond calculations. 

HAT THE EDITORS SAY 

COMMON LAW WIVES 

\VERV' casual Investigation into 

family life in Chicago will re- 

veal to the investigator an alarming 
number of “common law wives.” A 
concurrent investigation into crime 
and wickedness now seeming to en- 

thrall this city will disclose a star- 

tling connecting link between coni-* 

inon law at home and no law away 

from, home. 
No attempt is made to attribute 

Chicago’s crime wave to “corrimon 
law” marriages, but it is a significant 
fact that six of every ten crime 
stories published by newspapers fur- 
nishing news for black people in Chi- 
•:go during the last four months have 
involved “common law” wives. 

The living together of a man and 
woman involves mankind’s most 

sacred institution—the family. There 
are two ways to create the family— 
with civilized society’s sanction, or 

without it, and he who refuses to sub- 
scribe to society’s decree concerning 
mankind’s basic and most sacred in- 

stitution rarely troubles himself to 

heed her other mandates. 
Marriage as decreed by society is 

the union of persons of opposite sex 

as husband and wife, whereby with 
appropriate ceremonies, men and 
women are joined together in a spe- 
cial kind of social and legal depend- 
ence. A bond is created which cannot 

be broken at will. Responsibilities 
are assumed from which relief can be 
secured only through due process of 
law. “Common law” marriage on the 
other hand is merely the living to- 

gether of man and woman as husband 
and wife. The bond, if there is any, 
is the bond of cohabitation, but there 
is no legal responsibility or depend- 
ence. The courts of earlier days rec- 

ognized this relationship only after 
the flight of many years had cement- 
ed the relationship. The "common 
law” marriage has no illicit aspects, 
but is open—notorious, and the co- 

habitating parties are reputed by 
those who know them to he man and 
wife. 

A man who enters the “common 
law” relationship does so because it 
has no legal dependency. He can 

terminate it at will. In other words, 
he is playing lightly with the most 

profound and serious relationship 
known to man. He is therefore a 

wanton. The common law husband 
scorns marriage because in the com- 

mon law status, he finds privileges 
without fixed responsibilities He is 
after something for nothing. He has; 
the psychology of the thief. 

Except in statutory eases, the off- 
spring of a “common law” marriage 
has no claim to the family name of 
the father, hut in 1)8 per cent of the 
cases of “common law” marriages 
there are no offspring, the parties to 
thi soutlawed relationship having wil- 
fully prostituted the elementary pur- 
pose of the creation of the family. 
Legally, they have committed no of- 
fense, but by every precept of the 
moral law, they are murderers. Every 
“common law” husband can easily be 
arraigned as an actual lawbreaker Vh 
the very act of his living in “common 
law." Beyond that, he is a wanton, 
a potential thief and a moral mur- 

derer. 
Since black people are coming to 

the North and are finding their fel- 
lows disregarding and condoning by 
their inactivity this insidious institu- 
tion, they must bear in mind that if 
they wish to build up compositelv a 

red-blooded .virulent race of people, 
real strength must be infused by the 
family relationship. The black man. 

being weak because of oppression 
from without and apathy from within, 
must build up a race of men and 
women—not weaklings and moral 
derelicts.—Chicago Whip, January 2f). 
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CAMP FIRE 
Group Ocowasin held their -ocial 

meeting at the Y W. C. A. Fridav 
afternoon. A short program was ren- 
dered, the following persons respond- ing; Miss Polly Turner, piano solo, 
“The,Storm:” Lucille Bivens, readin" 
“The Acorn;” Irene Brown, piano solo, 
and a few short stories h'- the group in general. 

Lucy Allan and Lutille Bivens werp 
hostesses for the afternoon. Miss Ruth 
Jones was anoointed assistant secre- 
tary instead of secretary as mentioned 
In last week’s paper. 

SOUTH SIDE LOCALS 
Mr. Simmons of North Platte. Neb., 

is here visiting with relatives and 
friends. 

Tim Rev. Mr. Rurkhart of Lincoln 
has been assigned as pastor at Allen 
Chapel Methodist church, Twenty- 
fifth and R streets. 

Mrs. Paralee King, 1441 South 
Eighteenth street, is quite ill at the 
Cniverslty hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Pegram, 2627 Y 
street, entertained at a dinner party 
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. William Car- 
ter and family. Covers were laid for 
ten, and the evening wag spent very J 
pleasantly. 

Mr. Wilks of Muscatine, la., is here; 
risiting with his daughter, Mrs. Dixon, i 
1402 South Twenty-eighth street. 

Dr. and Mrs. Riddles, formerly re- h 

tiding on the South Side, are now liv-ij 
ng at 964 North Twenty-seventh [I 
itreet. 

A Valentine party will be given in : 

he T. D. C. hall, Twenty-ninth and Tl 
streets, February 14. 

Drs. Jones and Northcross are spon- 
oring the organization of a Pastors’ 
iid club on this side. A compliment- 
iry number are enrolled in the club. 

j MELCHOR Druggist j 
The Old Reliable 

! Tel. South 807 1826 So. 24th St. j 
....... ... .... eJ 

J. A. Edholm E. W, Shermai 

Standard Laundry 
24th, Near take street 

Phone Webster 130 

C j 
:• LESSONS IN STAGE AND •! 

FANCY DANCING 
_ :l 

l Classes Will He Opened j 
l February 15 

_ j 
THERESA JONES 

!; Webster 0752 j 
; iSflsJXiXftf )3K0S)dXB 

I A. F. PEOPLES | 
FAINTING 

PAPERHANGING AND 

DECORATING 

Estimates Furnished Free. 

All Work Guaranteed. 

4827 ERSKINE STREET. 
PHONE WALNUT 2111. 

g 
~ Allen Jonea, Res. Phone W. 204 

Andrew T. Reed, Rea. I’hone 
Red 5210 

f JONES & REED 
FUNERAL PARLOR 

| 2314 North 24th St. Web. 1100 
Lad; Attendant 

S 
A •;e>;efiH?i^i<Tsmrwnwr: •'fKTttMVnUMWOTlOa* 

” Phonegraph 
Records 

_ EXCHANGED 

Shlaes Phonograph Co. 
1404 DODCaE STREET 

E. M. DAVIS 
R^al Estate and Rentals 

l ^ m ■■ ! 
Houses for Sale on Small Payments Down •{. 

% .'. X 
v Let Me Show You Some Real Bargains in l p-to- y 

j Date Homes ? 
X 2530 (irant Street IPhone Webster 2120 X 
v 

a s ift K;:a ‘sra ineWBVJt 'Hnnra'WTHBSPb’iniftrK * aSMHeMBBrarsmrtj «» 

I Coal Coal! 
■ Illinois, Semi-Anthracite, Spadra 
p! Cherokee 

I ANDREASEN COAL CO. 
P Colfax 0425 3315 Evans St. Douglas 0840 I 
™ 

-PROMPT DELIVERY- 

*-****••*»***.****»*--* -•—**■ ********* ............... ... .... .... ...... ................... a a a ■ 

OMAHA 

fWONDER CAFE | 
SUNDAY SPECIAL 

J I* 
*:* Roast Duck Roast Chicken £ 
.;. and Cranberrv Sauce X 
y Roast I’ork and Sweet Potatoes 
I Roast Beef i 
A Home Made Pies .j. 
•{* 1129 North 24th St. Ij! 
•{• E. C. RUSSELL, Proprietor .j. 

’X* •!**!• vv '!**!*•!•*!* *!' vvv%**!,v,i' 

M-:»K"SSK-HS-XX">.K-SSSSSSJv 

Cuming Hotel | 
•!• For a Nice Room call X 
X Douglas 2166. X 
X CENTRAL BILLIARD i 

, i PARLOR 
BARBER SHOP 

;j; Soft Drinks. Candies, ? 
| Cigars and Tobacco X 
$ 1916-18 CUMING STREET X 

Douglas 5235 X 
♦XX*<*<»<*<XhXXm>*XmX,<mXmXh!“XX 
L| 
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I: The Store of Style, Service | p 
and Quality 

:| ;; !*:/ 
Regardless of chic modes, there is a magic something 

*1 which tinges all new things to wear, giving them a rosy, 
•1 interesting hue. That something is price. At Brandeis |f 
£ Stores one may go about the ever-delightful, engrossing Y. 

sk of selecting the details of a complete costume, un- 1 
£ hampered by the thought of high prices. If 
£ It is ever our desire to serve you, to .make your shopping 
$ expeditions pleasurable. Our great army of experienced a 

" 

\ -alespeople are ever at your service, and please remember Xjl 
& that the latch on the door is always open for you to gain X 
<£ admittance without formality or strangeness. I*, jflj 

SMASH 

Shoe Sale 
Absolutely Less « 

Than ^ Price 

Our entire stock of shoes is readjusted to the new 1921 ijH 
prices, which means the saving to you of One-Half Price on Ifl 
every pair of shoes in this store. Come in and convince 1 V 
yourself. 

We Do Shoe Repairing 

f The Family Shoe Store § 
Macon’s Cafe and Refreshment Parlor {, 

NOW OPEN | j 
Home Cooking. Attractive Surroundings. Courteous Service. g j 

g If you try us once, you’ll come again 
W. (J. MACON, Proprietor 

| -MU I,ah St. Two door-ta-t of Columbia Hall § 

tmmssssoBBSBBivsscstflM r-.<mESsasisamsmBmBaaaswiBBasBBBBSgsiSB x \ 

9 Beautiful Columbia Hall i 
2420 Cake Street Webster 765 

F&r Rent or Balls, Parties, Recitals and General Assemblies. | 
Monday and Friday Nights, Dapcing School. 

W. G. MACON. Manager 
XWBBtW-'iflds:: 

j MAGIC HAIR GROWER j 
! 

• AND STRAIGHTENING OIL ! 
I i 

9 mmmmmmrn-mmiT \ > .— —af—J i 
3 •! 

MME. JOHNSON AND SOUTH I 

The most wonderful hair preparation on the market. When 
1 we aay Magic we do not exaggerate, aa you can ace great re- 

[ suits in the first few treatments. We guarantee Magic Hair I 
Grower to atop the hair at once from falling out and breaking 

j off; making h;>rsh, stubborn hair soft and silky. Magic Hair 
Grower grows hair on bald places of the head. If you use I 
these preparations once you will never be without them. I j 
Magic Hair Grower and Straightening Oil are manufactured ! Q 
by Mesdame8 South and Johnson. We also do scalp treating. 

Magic Hair Grower, 50c, Straightening Oil, 3Sc, ! 5 
Allorders promptly filled; send 10c for postage. Money must accompany all orders. J )( 

Agents wanted—Write for particulars. | t 
Wecarry everything in the latest fashion- I 9 
able hair goods at the lowest prices. t 
We make switches, puffs, transforma* i 9 
lion cur Is, coronet braids, and combings J t 
made to order, matching aii shades -a | S 
specialty. Send samples of hair with * r 
all orders. 'i 

2416 Blondo St., Omaha, Neb. « | Telephone Web.ter 880 j ij 

p 

_ 


