THE MONITOR 3

LAKE STREET
COMMUNITY HI‘,RVICI"
SUSPENDS ACTIVITIES

By Geo. H. W. Bullock, Director.

On account of the lack of sufficient
funds with which to operate, the board
of directors of the Lake Street Com-
munity Service met Thursday evening,
July 8th, and voted to close the work.

For some time this organization has
been operating in our city. It was
financed entirely by its New York
headquarters up until February 1 and
until June 1 that office furnished two
nationally paid workers something not
done for any similar work in the en-
tire country. For nowhere has na-
tional headquarters given two work-
ers four months after it withdrew its
general support. This was done in
the hope that at least the colored peo-
ple of Omaha would raise their own
budget and keep the work going in
their own interest. The New York
office had assurance from the old
War Camp Committee, headed by Mr.
S. 8. Caldwell, that this would be
done and it was upon the strength
of this assurance that it lent two of
its workers to the colored and abbut
five to the white people. This Com-
mittee made up a budget for the white
and colored works amounting to
£23,240 for the operation of the works
for one year beginning February 1,
$8,240 of which was to be devoted to
the colored department. Plans were
made for the
and the colored people were told not
to make any attempt to raise any
part of their quota until the whites
had raised theirs, “so that,” as the
chairman put it, “the white people
could thoroughly convince the colored
people of their genuine interest in
them by doing their part.” In the
meantime the eolored directors began

forming their committee, but took no
definite action toward the raising of
money, until May 1, at which time
they were informed:by Mr. Caldwell
that the money which was being
raised by them was not to be devoted

to the colored Community Service at

all, but to the support of a labor
bureau which was to¥he operated by
the colored Commercial Club. By this
date there had been debts already ac-
eumulated to the amount of $871.69,
not including furniture. Many of

these hills were far past due when
the ecolored committee took over the
work and the ereditors pressed them
immediately upon this committee to
settle at the risk of serious embar-
rassment. All of these have been
paid at the date of this writing ex-
cept $80 in addition to their current
obligations. When th ecommittee was
informed that the colored work was to
receive none of the money then be-
ing raised by the white committee
they were very much at a loss as to
what to do, knowing how difficult it
would be to get money from people to
pay debts for which they were not
responsible. They knew that they had
to face the difficulty of persuading
people to subscribe to the support of
a work whose program was entirely
new and with whose policy the peo-
ple generally were so little convers-
ant. However, they shouldered the
tark and have carried it on thus far.
In next week’s issue of this paper we
shall publish the financial report in
full. We trust that every colored per-
son who has been at all interested in
this work will get a copy of this pa-
per in order that you may see exactly
how the money we have raised has

been spent.
1 feel it my imperative duty as
director to say a few words in de-

fence of this organization because I
feel n more or less personal responsi-
hility for its conduet. Within the
last few days there have come to me
some criticisms concerning the con-
duct by the children in the halls. One
person complained that the organiza-
tion had not done anything worth
while. All of these criticisms have
come since the work hag closed. First
let us see whether we did our duty in
giving to the closed organization
those things which were needed to
keep it open and whether we put our
finger to the wheel to help it to ac-
complish those things which we say
ft ought to have done and did not do.
If you have a horse and don't feed
him, it wonld be foolish to blame him
for not doing the work required. The
same rule works in Community Serv-
fce. We have published time and
again our program which we contem-
plated and have made personal ap-
peals to you for your support in or-
der that we might carry it out. Our
vecords do not show where a single
one of these four critics has given one
penny to the support of the work.
We find also that only one of them
has ever visited the Community Serv-
jre except in connection with some
elub to which they helonged, which
elub or orgarnization used the com-
munity halls for which its pays a
monthly expense of over $600, with-
out cost at all to the club. Some of
them have children for whom we have
provided reereation to the best of our
means. We confess our ghortcom-
ings. We have done our best with
the means given us. We hardly be-

lieve our crities would have done more I
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under the same circumstances. But |served 9478 boys and girls, men and |
we are not able to very deeply im- |\women in some way. If these had |
press ourselves with the criticisms |heen different persons on every oc-
which have come to us when our rec- | sasion, we would have served the en-
ords show the critics have neither |tire colored population of Omaha.
morally nor financially supported us. | During the four months 24 different
“He that is without sin among you, |slubs and organizations have had the
let him first cast a stone at her.” He |yge of these rooms absolutely free of
that is among you who feels that he (any charge. These organizations

again, and we failed to measure up‘
to it. Let it rest in its grave at that.

We wish to thank those who have
| co-operated with us in doing your own
{work and for the encouragement you
have given us by your warm friend-
ship while in your midst. The di-
rector will be in your city for some
time and will be very glad to do what-
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We have tried to do our duty by our |gupport. These subseriptions total
city and people. Have you dome | 129, Thus far we have received sub-
yours? Let us not forget that all |scriptions from 57
of these children that come to our
care are not members of the most
cultured families, but are neverthe-
less your children and must be served.
Community Service would be deprived
of its usefulness if it attempted to
discriminate. We came here to ren-
der service to those who need our
services, But all of these children
are a part of our community and race

ganizations together amounting to
about $1,300. This includes all ('f-
forts such as tag days and sales. Of |
this amount we have received from all
sources $1,130.77. In a later state-
ment we shall publish our records.
We fail therefore to see the reason
for the close of this service. We
know it can be run by the colored
people themselves, if they go about it
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