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On the eighth day of January the 

grand jury of Calloway County was 

convened in Murray and a thousand 
or more citizens from out in the Black 
Patch, so called because of the famous 

black tobacco it produces, rode into 

the city to watch the wheels of jus- 
tice turn round. Martin was promptly 
indicted and his case was immedi- 
ately docketed for trial the next day. 
However, by means of a technicality 
peculiar to Kentucky State law, Mar- 
tin’s attorney, J. P. Holt, obtained a 

continuance, for he knew it would 
never do to try him the next day, 
for the chances were a thousand to 
one that any jury from the Black 
Patch tobacco country would convict 
his client, and that if such a thing as 

an acquittal should happen, Lube Mar- 
tin would never get away from the 
courthouse yard alive. 

So when in the morning the thou- 
sand interested citizens came into 

Murray to see the wheels of justice 
grind, they were greeted upon open- 
ing of court by the official announce- 

ment that the trial of Lube Martin 
had been postponed to the next term 
of court since his attorney had ob- 
tained a continuance, and that by 
order of Judge Charles H. Bush the 

prisoner had been taken to Hopkins- 
ville to be placed in the jail of Chris- 
tian County. 

When announcement of the contin- 
uance was made, with the added 
statement that the Negro had been 
taken out of the county, pandemonium 
broke loose. Immediately the solid 
citizens became a mob. They followed 
the judge to the hotel where he had 
gone after the court had adjourned. 
They filled the block, and low mur- 

murings of dissatisfaction were fre- 
quently punctuated with angry cries 
of “Give us the nigger.” Loud- 
mouthed citizens walked back and 
forth, inciting the crowd to further 
agitation. 

Noses were pressed against the 

plate glass front of the New Murray 
Hotel, and when the door was opened 
the cry “Give us the nigger” became 
louder. Then the crowd entered the 
office and surged up the stairs. 

Judge Bush sent word to the mob 
several times that he would never 

order the Negro brought back; that 
he would die first; and every such 
communication incensed the mob still 
further, and they shouted that they 
would hang the judge. 

Witnesses have said the mob mem- 

bers had blood in their eyes and that 
they had no doubt Judge Bush would 
have been hanged if he had not 
ordered the Negro back. Anyway, the 
judge did order the Negro back. When 
he did so he left the hotel and walked 
a block away to a bank, and the mob 
followed him into the bank. They 
watched him an hour or so, to make 
sure that he had not played them 
false. Then when they made sure 

the order had been given for the 
Negro’s return, they went back into 
the country, saying they would return 
the next morning when the Negro 
was due. And it was at 8 o’clock that 
night that an anonymous law-abiding 
citizen (who was afraid to telephone 
from Murray) telephoned from Paris, 
Tennessee, to Governor Stanley, at the 
Seelbach Hotel in Louisville, telling 
him he believed the Negro would be 
lynched the next morning, for he was 

being brought back from Hopkins- 
ville. After a conference with sev- 

eral state officials who were in his 

0 

room at the time, a course of pro- 
cedure to save the State of Kentucky 
from the degradation of another 
lynching was agreed on. 

Governor Stanley immediately called 
up the New Murray Hotel and asked 
to speak to Judge Bush. Whoever it 
was that answered replied that he 
was Judge Bush, and said, “Yes, I 
issued an order for the return of the 
Negro to Murray. I was compelled 
to do so to save my own life, the mob 
having threatened to blow me up with 
a bomb if I did not comply with its 

request.” Judge Bush now denies 
having made such a statement to the 
Governor or anybody else, or having 
talked with the Governor at all, but 
admits ordering the Negro back to 

Murray at the command of the mob. 
The state militia being on the Mex- 

ican border could not be sent to Mur- 

ray. Neither could a company be 
hastily organized in Louisville, be- 
cause there was no equipment nearer 

than the state arsenal, at Frankfort. 
All that could be done was for the 
Governor to keep the Negro away 
from Murray (which he did by coun- 

termanding the judge’s order that he 
be brought back), then go and face 
the mob and, by the strength of his 
own manhood and the majesty of the 
office he held, send its members back 
home cowed and ashamed. And that 
was what he did. 

Wlhen the Governor reached Mur- 

ray he found that excitement had 
been so high that most of the stores 
had remained open all night. He vis- 
ited many of them, amazing some of 
the citizens by telling them that the 
Negro certainly would not be returned 
to Murray, and that he intended to 
face the mob himself in a few hours. 
Then he went to the hotel, held a 

conference with Judge Bush, Smith 
and a few others, and sent out invita- 
tions to all who might be in Murray 
at 9 o’clock to meet him at the court- 
house. Many of Murray’s leading cit- 
izens were there, but the house was 

mainly filled with men from the Black 
Patch who had came back to be pres- 
ent when the Negro was returned and 
perhaps to have a little fun, and who 
had gone inside “just to see the face” 
of the Governor who had dared op- 
pose them. 

Governor Stanley did not mince his 
words. He began by telling them that 
courthouses and reverence for law 
and order marked the one difference 
between savage and civilized commun- 

ities. In the very second sentence he 
said: “If a man murders my brother, 
or my son, and I, after having had 
time to deliberate, arm myself with 
a deadly weapon and pursue and kill 
him, I, too, am a murderer, just as 

guilty in the eyes of the law as the 
wretch I slew; and if, lacking the 
courage to do the deed alone, I asso- 

ciate with me a thousand men, each 
of those men who participates in such 
deed is a wilful murderer.” 

The Governor was not applauded, 
but such expressions as “God, but he’s 
nervy,” and “Good God, but that man’s 
got guts” were heard. The Governor 
spoke about twenty minutes, and con- 

cluded as follows: 
“The Circuit Judge and the Com- 

monwealth's Attorney at your behest 
agreed to produce at this hour the 
body of the accused. I countermand- 
ed that order, and I directed the 
sheriff of McCracken County to hold 
that prisoner in Paducah and to pro- 
tect him from violence at all hazards 
until I was assured tha,t he could and 
would receive a fair .and impartial 
trial without the possibility of in- 
timidation of the court or violence to 
the prisoner. The Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and the Judge have acted 
in good faith with you and but fo? 

my order this prisoner would have 
been here at this hour. 

“I, and I alone, am responsible. I 
am here without troops, without police 
protection, practically alone, absolute- 
ly unarmed, but I am hedged about 

by that which is stronger than a cor- 

don of bayonets—the majesty of the 
law. I am here as the chief mag- 
istrate of this commonwealth in the 

discharge of a sacred duty, and for 
one I do not fear that any man with- 
in the sound of my voice is so lost 
to every sense of justice and decency 
as to attempt to force me to choose 
row between death and dishonor. 

“This County of Calloway has been 
noted for its churches, for its schools, 
for its respect for law and order and 
religion. No county in this state has 
a greater number of citizens owning 
their own homes. I cannot believe 
that men, that householders, Chris- 

tians, men who believe that murder is 
a crime and that courts are sacred, 
will do the things that I am told you 
have threatened to do.” 

When the Governor concluded one 

long, lean and hungry looking woods- 
man rose and shouted at the top of 
his voice, “Say, Guv, you’ve got the 
guts; I’m fer you.” This seemed to 
be a cue, and practically every mem- 

ber of the audience went forward and 
shook the Governor by the hand. 

The Commonwealth Attorney, the 
Judge, the Governor and Lube Mar- 
tin’s attorney then held a conference 
and agreed that the trial would be 
held February 5. Later, it was dis- 
covered that Judge Bush must be in 
Trigg County on that date, and the 
trial was set for February 19. 

Judge Bush now denies that he 
ordered the Negro back to deliver him 
into the hands of the mob. *His con- 

duct is approved by the citizens of 
Murray. Twenty-five of them, includ- 
ing the postmaster, county officials 
and other men and women of the very 
highest standing, have signed a paper 
giving him a clean bill of health. 

Kentucky is one of the states where 
the Ku-Klux flourished. Kentucky 
crushed the Ku-Klux. Governor Stan- 
ley has announced that every member 
of a mob can be punished under the 
old Ku-Klux statute. Commonwealth 
Attorney Smith has not announced 
that he will attempt to punish the 
gangsters under the Ku-Klux statute 
or any other statute, and Judge Bush 
has not instructed him to do so. Cit- 
izens of Murray do not approve of 
the actions of the would-be lynchers. 
They are ashamed of the thousand 
who strove for Lube Martin’s life and 
proud of the Governor who saved it. 
And they are wondering whether the 
Judge and the Commonwealth Attor- 
ney whom they elected last summer 
will do anything, or attempt to do 
anything, to wipe out this last foul 
stain upon the name of Kentucky. 

C. H. MARQUARDT 
CASH MARKET 

Retail Dealer in Fresh and Salt 
Meats, Poultry, Oysters, etc. 

2003 Cuming St. Doug. 3834 
Home Rendered Lard. We Smoke 
and Cure our own Hams and Bacon. 
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SMOKE | 

Te Be Ce 
THE BEST 5c CIGAR 
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J. A. Edholm E. W. Sherman 

Standard Laundry 
340i, Near Lake Street 

Phone Webster 130 

R. C. PRICE, The Barber 
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OMAHA’S PREMIER BARBER 

My work stands alone on its merit. 
Business is good, thank you! 
AT ESS-TEE-DEE SHAVING 

PARLOR 

A. P. SIMMONS, Prop. 
1322 Dodge St. Omaha, Neb. 

k » • ■ • • • • 

.. . .1.-1 
ARE YOU SATISFIED 

with your Dry Cleaner? 
If not, try the 

ROYAL 
DRY CLEANERS 

BEST WORK AND SERVICE 
NONE BETTER 

Call Us First 
PHONE DOUGLAS 1811 

24th St., 1 block north of Cuming IT r* a a 

ASK FOR AND GET 

Skinners 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 

EGG NOODLES 
I > 36 PAGE RECIPE BOOK FREE 

SKINNER MFG. CO., OMAHA, U.S.A. 
LARGEST MACARONI FACTORY IN AMERICA 

I TAKE PLEASURE 
In thanking you for your patronage. 
I want your trade solely upon the 

merits of my goods. 
You will profit by trading here, 

H. E. YOUNG 
Webster 515 2114-16 N. 24th St. 
y..«—. « 

—' NO OTHER LIKE IT. 
NO OTHER A8 GOOD. 

Purchase the "NEW HOME" and you will have 
a life asset at the price you pay. The elimination of 
repair expense by superior workmanship and best 
quality of material insure* life-long service at mini- 
mum cost. Insist on having the “NEW HOME". 

WARRANTED FOR ALL TIME. 
Known the world over for superior sewing qualities. 

Not sold under any other name. 

THE NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE C0.,0RANGE,MA88. 

HAYDEN BROTHERS, OMAHA 


