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ACIFIC ENGINEER

—

Forty Years of Life in a Locomotive Cab, the Record of a Man Who Is Still Active and Vigorous Enough to Take Part in Life Despite the Pension Granted Him

of & Union Pacific locomotive, and for five yonrs previous
with the Wabash, with his unfaitering bhand upon the
throttle of the mighty steed of stesrs and has gulded 1B
mafely over millions of miles of track. for fortr-five years
yaorge W Vveomano has sst In the cad of the engine of progre

‘ Fon forty years George W, Troman has sat dally in the cab

=& with

his 4 eye upon the gauge which shows Lhe Slanding of his
fellow=pneineers. In plain prose and without frills or metsphor, be
: 1k hud an €Y¢ op the welfare of hip fellow-workmen aAnd LAs
ety B lender in thelr counclls snd thelr represestative in the coun-

s with their superior officers, alwars on Lthe lookoul to se* Lhat

wager and better hours were given the men to whose charge

re¢ Gaily entrusted thousands of lves s they speed over the sweel
riils 21 Nghtning epesd
George W. Vroman, who has recantly been by the Unlom

Pacifie om & pension which is sald to be sufficlent

%
remalnder of his life, was borm In the town of Fitchburg Dane

f nty., Wiscongin, Sepltember 27, 1841 Fitchhurg 15 near the oap-
itnl wt Madison, and here be lived untll he betame of age. In 1857
e attended L achdem far & vear, and i 1558 went to the
{ Wistons where he nalned for two yvears until

inness compellnd him ty quit college before completing his

ele course, and 1w go out invo the world to earn Ll owa

JEn had reached his majority he went to Lafavette, Ind.,
' epterad the service of the Wabnsh rallrond ss & Tiremsn

1k% For two vears he shovelad oonl

1t the fall of

€T aid was then promoted 1o e AN cnginecr

var } wie given charee of the roundbouse at State Line, be-

o and pols. wliel position he held for & year, when

L& roB AT T J Y. 1E6) Al that #41-]

he T C amd mwe west to seek & posttion on the new Union Pae

1fie e wliicl wWas 15t completed berwesn Omahs mné the

wigt | prunry 26, 1804, he went to work 1or the Overland routs,

r i 8 [relght engine between Neorth Platte and Sidpey untll

w ! he wax promoted Lo o regular passenger run. He made

his "om n North Pintte and from that time notl]l & few weeks Ago,

when Y vk retired, he hat been in continuous service of the Union
I} iroad

nntry wks wild and of bandits End Iindisns when Mr.
1 I d 1o the si. bt he declded thit bhe would sk Mary
i fun of lodissapolis to sheare his fortunes with him io the new
"W B0 o November 1 K71 they were marriad at Indiene polis,
un 11 union seves hildren Lauve been born. Onpe disd In
i t ¥ix still survive, four boys and two giris. They are Blanch

arence J.. Walter J.. Arty T.. Ralph W. and Clarence W
t on the alert to do something for the hettarment of his fel-
t Laramie in April, 1877, organized
11 Wt senere]l pommittee of adjustment and was eiectad to e
! f general chairman. which position he bheld contingously, &x-
two vears, until the close of 1806, This com-
mense value to the enginesrs nbt only of the
Unl o Pacilic, bunso! the eniire country, and has not only suecceeded
In hemding off several contemplsated reductions op the part of the
mankgers, but has uiso been instrumental in securing several rulses
n pay and u general ghortening of hours

g, Mr Vroman, a

r one term of

m hive boen of i3

One specin) case where quick action on the part of this commit-
1+« hesded off & reduction came shortly after the commities wWai
e On Jupe 30, 1677, two mopths after the commitises was

nired, an order was posted along the line of the Union Pacific
ahing 8 reduction of from § to 10 per cent on &ll empleyes, affec-
tive N thue giving byt twelve hours' notice. A hurried call for
k Wit g the general commitise of adjustment was made for
i hy where wfter & short conference with the officials, they sne-

" r {he refcinded. This prompt action en the part
Mo f Locomotive Engineers o meeting this emerg-
ULl heneficial to all employes of the rosd, for the ocut wes
ade ir kDY departmsot .
ting under the sdvice of George Vroman the enginesrs of the
n Pacifie, In Marc 15885, formulated thelir first regular sched-
nay mnd unditions under which they were t0o work This
' errent wae made with the company, but the flremen were not
esentrd, By recommendation of My, Vromas they were carried
e nod received proportional bepefits. Just bafore the schedule
¢ the Kunpus Central was taken into the Unton Pecific syve-
141 Here the enginemen were paid very low wages, but the sched-

= of the maein Une was mafde to apply to them, and they ware
hroveght up to the standard pay.

Busy Days for Vroman

The Kensas Ceptrel was segregated from the Unlon Pacifie sys-
tem in March, 1888, and alleged to be under peparats mMAnLgement
under W. H Baldwin, jr., whose father was one of the directors of
the Union Pacific system. BHelore be bhad had time o warm his

fficia)l chalr Mr. Baldwin proposed a redoction of wages of eugi-
neers and firemen, 10 take effect April 1. The anginesrs and firemen
g vonferenos with Mr. Baldwin, ssking for & restorstion of the
v 8 Io accordance with the schedule, but bhe declined to maks any
¢ ssions. The euginemen called upon Geperal Chalrman Vroman,
v me: Mr. Baldwin st Leavenworth, Kan_ and after g very short
rence Mr. Baldwin offered 10 restore about ode-hal! the reduc
LIGE Mr Vryiomsan slmply ssld thst be copld mor vary from the
i without the sanction of the general commities of adjust-
would wake the case up with General Manager Thomas L.
Kinoball at Omaba The geperal committes metl in Omaba, and,
L i vopferencs with Mr Kimball lasting seversl dets it was
posed 1o buve the guestion Arditrated. Captain Rustin, who at
thet time was goneri] manager of the Omeha Cable comupany. oper-
pting cars 1o Omaha, was selected by Mr, Elmball and Mr. Vroman
ay arbitratos
m June L6, st the Millard hots]l, Mr. Voman and Geo

R Man-

sger Kimball preseuted thelr doncamentary evidence atd made thalr

arguments before the arbitrator, who on the following dar ren-

lis decision iz faver of the Erotherbood of Locoasotive Eun

riveers, restoring the wages of the men oD the EKunses Cegptral
md

This arbitretion has gone down In histery as 4 notable event and
wus considered s remarkable victory for organised labor becsgse It
vaus the fret cape on record of a Qdifference Detwean rallroad en-
plures and raliroad officials being sdipsted by srbitration. It is
more pommop now, but It was considersd & Dotable concession at
thet time us 1t had Do preosdent in history.

Avnother Great Victory

Another notables victory was won for orgunized labor & few years
through the offorts of Mr. Vronign, During the years of 1588
t NS through the soguisition of contiguous lMoes, the Union

had & mileage of 5 000 miles, snd e mep and officials were
wovipg elong swimmingly through these prosparous yesrs poti] Oc
Lober 1648, when the panic caused the systaIn to pase into the hands
of rwestvers. In February, 1684, the receivers petitioned the United
Stutes coprt for the distriot of Nebraska proposing new schedules
nd making & reduction on sll labor, both organized snd usorgen-
sod. Goorge W. Vromes bhad been made general chalrman of the
ponrd of chmirmen, resresenting all organised labor ou the system
and be calied a meeting of the pepeval chalrmen st Deuver inuanedd-
slely on hearing of the application. They formulmted an answer to
the ressivers petition, which they fisd, and were given & hearing
efore United States Judges Hallett and Riner, for Colorado and
Vyaming They wou thelr case and the rece’'vers to0ok as sppeal to
the United States court of sppesls st 5L Louls, before Judge H C

Cpldwell The recsivers were ordersd to & bearing early in April fo,

Omaha o the Unihted SBtates court, before Judge Caldwel., with Judge
Eiver sitting witk him.
Organised abor all over the couslry was luterested fn the case

and leading officials of all the principal organizat!

&t the hearing. The ocourt room was orovwded w

Gnd all were intemsaly intarested in e every act

Lthe evidence of the wilnespes

The mext morning, April §, Judpge Caldwell ordere

calvers should conduct the buginese of the road
ule of par, s socordeance with the desires of

CAkE WaS netable from the fact that orgunised lebor

Jurisdictios of the highest court ever reached in

grnizad lebor. The presg of the eptire rountry took u
it was commentad on a5 & precedent as 1o the rights o
under the jurisdiction of & United Butes court gnd usnder recelvers

Ne further frictior was had for some time, &s

along guite well unti] the compenry began o procure motive power
of grester capacity. Mr. Vromean and the general commities agaln

increassd oOGILpSnsMt

OCWeETE WO WAS BIWLYS

L] - . " a [} . . 1
Mr. Vroman Teft the throttie Jong enough

It | mlon
Platne, 1 WAE B duee=d to whke ar the
&% 1LO0 EEDETRI X AL g w DORY I B
position @ f 5
eonsiders 4 N a] ™ e e
[ " t nig || i LTE ¥ ¢ B ol
¥ ¢ 3 | u | rallroad
MGLIOUE reikt § AL LEVEe AIWATE #2 o
it « oy he enrine 3 .
ler was & Noar b hut ‘ ulty
pus Ut & Merg Ik i v&r Lthe rowds ralls, snd 1%
= # LT & > @ W \ rar n w} tend o prodoce this har-
Bl wi W Le Le welln! i
One Plan That Died
Al oue time Mr Vryoman neeived the jdea that It would be &
thing to bulild u 1 rocd o which the mailroad emplores of the
L { invest thelr savings. He figored thi Lare were Lthen
1.000 000 rellrosd e et knd that If wach would isvest §10 &
road oL 1 be bullt £t San Diego w Balt Lake, following prac-
tically the amme line as the pew San Ped:r ne Iollows Hir iden was
to t d a line w 1 Thor 1 biedness having the men pay lor
thelr ghares on the inst | Associsted with Mr. Vromsn
1t B E0he v ILE < 3 t b vd wae planned st the
wroug t ¥ ‘ es of 15FF and 1804 biocked the
Jian
In October, 1588 the Tolon Pacific put on the fast Chicago-
Denver ) Kud ens nd from Julesburg to North Platte tha
slehts-one milee w . ' t fiftv-four miles an hour, the
fasiest 5oy W ! w st thet time Eunginesr Vroman
Wae selesctead t run that tri [ for pnearly five monthe z,l-'"g;nd
fiftv-seven miles per | r. Bnd many nights when the tralp was late
mede the run of ght ne miles in from seventr-three to elghty-
ne mEnute, Knd had 1 elnys on his acoount The class of the en-
gives Bt that time d not Lave the ree driving whesls—sixty-nine
Iiches being t} Brgest ut t i time, whille now they have engpines
of the rup with wheels -one lnches in dismeter, or pearly
peven feet
Of thr e experdnces Mr. Vi an har hed his ghare
may we when It is E red that ¢ H LTS
3 e er the 1 f N (311 i 11 ¢ -
v N [l rrow o k the most thy r was the
¥ B) s r ~ r 18, 1837 Mr. Vroman wis
eneis r 1t " # & t t nieht when the traln was
5t ‘ 3 e " B 81 the engines from the
wRier ¢ i t ¥ ’ L4 ¥ < Y g T here uncured
BEL.0 {roan thé €xpress CAr A1 from the passsngere, but 4id not
attempt 1t rob the ma which contained many thousapnd dollars

Chase for Robbers

The story of the chase of these rotibers 5 most thrilling. Joal

Colllns was neardy with & bunch of cattle he and his men had driven

from Teis They & r¢d on the & ud offered their services

to pearch for the robbers, D E, Lesch, t¢legrapl operstor at Ogal-

nia, went 1o Collins prup goud there saw some circies which had

been cut fromn bandkerchiels W make musks He came back that

&wW s Al Iis U fwag. Colllng was

t t at ¢ the sietion agent

¥ L & ter. Tl led. but he let Col-

lins fterwarde 1t sheriff meged his mind and went after

him When they met ( uE W hie compeapion were killed. Tied

in Lhbe £E & waRe o nd §20.006 of the movey in gold.

welght hindered the mmen o thelr escape. The rest

of the gang sly 1 witd and all were elther kKllled or

captured with the exee; n of sam Buss, who made Lis eacape, al-
Lt gh w ngaa

¥ L & (]

Engineer Vroman = &t present retired frosmactive servioe and

regides with bis family st North Plutte, the next door neighbor to
i ne] W, F. Cody, with whom bhe hae been intimate for the last
th TENT t { i = ELETS & lovomotive en-
gloeer. Bradford, at Nor Platte

Alt} gh retired. Mr. Vrord i Botive an and is prob-
ably the bhest kpown lovor e £ in the Uniied States, his
promipencs {or many GAT n the eounclls of the grand ¢
tione ba given him g w b LAY and & reputation
hss extended er the entire € [ organised labor, His
kpnowledee of & brant hés ! rallrond business has made him & most
vialuahie nuz I & conlerenmsee v hicd he has sttended and "'116_"

Lis pdvice s gought by rallroad men because of hie hrond experience

- =

=

Hayti's Strange Ruler Unlike Any Other Potentate

ORT-AU-PRINCE, Haru, May 10.—Possi-
bly sauewhere in the jungies of Africa
or perbeps in the mystic east, or on the
Plnet Murs, there 15 & p!’i!hh‘lt'l‘:'._ polen-
tete, shah, rejah, stlwep or some other

sort of ruler who is s strange apd grotesguel)
fmposeible as President Nord Alexis of Hayul, but
coriailiihere s none 1o compare in the Western
Hemispbers Castro of Venezuela, thel “moukey
of the Andes.™ comes close, perhips, but Custro's
style differs, and, walle he defies Lhe grast powers
of the eartt, he doss not approsch In pure pic
turesguepess the venereble old man who sl in
the presidentiz] paisce bere and runs this little
bisck republic o suit bhimesl{

Imagine & pical Ethlopian betweeén $#0 and
100 years of mEe, DIOOQLLIrsY mnd B
enly bhalfl civilised, s _dealer of death 1o political
enemiss & e=liever ln LhéE Dorrible voodoOlen, wud

vou U just & fnint jdea of what bhe resll)

pee lor himeel!

For 100 vears the country has besn under ths
Easue sort of rule ns Dow Ths nalives gained
tbelr ipdependence from the Fremnch, and siooe
that titme the history of the country has besn one
of strife and bleod

Ebut off frox all the rest of the world, it has
gone on & downward path, untll now 1 seems
that nothing can save It fromm utter ruln excem
intervention by the powers by Fieps hEve re
cently been taked toward saving whst is left and
bullding upon it The government robs the poo
ple, and the people, tharcughly secumomed 10 Culs
procedure, don't seeIm to oare wuch

Alexis rules with & band of irgn Some diy a
revolution agalnst bhim will doubtless L success
ful, if be lives unul anpther muy be organiszed, buot
for the present his will s law A parsonal or po-
Htical enemy 15 deadt with summarily and barnbly

The shooting of twentrseven alleged cob-
Epirators op March 15 by order of Adexis i the
most recent exampie of his way of ruling. vyt as
timne pasies and the perwpective s larper that
sissghter will be but a mare detall tn the history
of s regime, perbajs one of the worsi details
but no wo very muck worse thay many other things
whick bhave bate done and others which will e
done. mo Soubt unless loreigners take clarge.

The charncter of Alexis o waslly sscousied lor

prinee of Cape
norihernmost

by

Christophe, and sothe

Christopbe was carmiad back o
Qiery went forth o
tophe directing the

Then came Lhe pews M
Evvermanent Taniks and the revoistion was
Whes the king teseived
information B¢ sbot Rimesd througk the
It s dogbifel I sryone moTrmed the lose

Baving deen mboed with this sort of rule

-

years have gone sud a larger one in the oenter horses &and
upon  Emperor veld joles Ha!f ¢lad soldiers filled the street out-
€ presidency is gide and the pompound within
AR i RENT The uniieomm perhaps 100 dignilied n worg-—
nis : f the private, v 18 & soldier only ocvasionslly
L & Fire=1 lwborer at all other times consisis of
- ' O il ! #e, 11 #ere LAllered and lorn and a
. cilag »4 ha The lnvariably wretched condl
: b UL tice ! the hals was surprising N ue ranking
1€ st ) under the grede of colope]l seemed to have peod
3 i ‘ W
" ; ” = -

ficers of higher rank were untformed

rililantly. 1 oD 1wWD were allks It seemad that
+ £ T LeEvE CconcOrtad lis owWhn dress
i - #h there wore brilliant scarlet breeches
®ith & Mipe, sOLeUDmes v oIder Was 'e-
virsed ur Bl r dash of velor riveu by & green
L wild un! of gold luce There was
B OTDETVY i I huts, Lhe oockudes with
= 8 L B alg i LE LOULLIDE ImInGre LLUAD B
M L ! I ‘ - o ) I’
" i Jadse (n our progress &1 the gate-
: L3 & geperal e must beve besn that at
L . WaE Ca He gave thie sign and, after
- abiny I dine wside permil e e ! bal! a dosen
. . ' W werle L«d #IeT ¢ LhéE s=EnLry
- ¢ -
‘ T & OXiiks BiI' Rl One
= i L | D Liap Ll b lOLE
¢ . . ' . "I'
W : i 4 Detwesn
)  § ot of
CUD AELIDFt e U st
i Elle mide of
. s 1 £ B L=
f tk b toward
Lad pa tgh, Le
= 5
= = b At 3 ue ber
. ! L a2 I’
i £uk - F e : > . . " L]
E 18 b
bt 51 & = : * ¥ Lree, earh with
1 neeli P Lo 1 i £ Rh & LS

00 10 the grounds i through & uTee eEorr o : Wward & senlsel snd e party
b perbags not sWPTRERG Bl Adells is 1he ez e  FRALIVA), & JASsaEv OD il mile I pedesls Feul Lrivipa




