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ONOERNING the great show opened by Uncle Sam Iittle
more than half & century ago botween the Missourl river
and the Pacific ocean, something has beem written In
this serjes befors. No one can doubt for a moment that
it was the mest stupendous aggregation of Gargantuans
greatnoss ever assembled upon the facs of the earth,

claims of other nations and of rival showmen to the contrary not-
withstanding.
1,000,000 Buffaloes, 1,000,000,
4,000,000 Square Milea of Space, 4,000,000.
20,000,000 Homes, 30,000,000,

Highest Mountains, Highest
Broadest Plains, Broadest

In his advertisement Showman Uncle Bam 4id not need to resort
to thess distorted and hyperbolic statements so much affected by
showmen today. His veraclous showbills and his reliable posters
aumntod the wondera of his show not the least. In fact, he did
not realize himself what a wonderful show Re had inherited from
FPrance and what sn astute financier and farsighted statesman was
bils agent, Thomas Jefferson, when he bought practicaily the whole
stupendous aggregation for $7,000,000 from that French spend-
thrift, Napoleon, \

in the operation of this gigantie eircus and the management of
t! cse combined and amalgamated shows and in caring for the great
enlablishment many thousands of men were required in a thousand
different departments. A few weeks ago an account was given of
thoe labors of Court Carrler, who, as ticket agent at the main en-
trance, Omaha, took the tickets of the great crowd for many years.

Among the many other departments of the great show which
great men were striving to build up was, of course, the stupendous
street parade, a continuous parade given day and night throughout
the east in the shape of advertisaments, newspaper articles, posters.
There were men to play the calllope. There were men to drive the
waons containing not only the usual array of wild beasts and birds,
but gold and sllver, wheat, corn, oats and a thousand other of the
attractions to be found npoa the inside of the circus by those who
attended the great show.

Advertising Brings Crowds.

Arriving upon the Inside, however, the visitor nad to traverse
many miles, not being able to walk as he can in the ordinary show
(such as our rivals copduct). And It was for the sccommodation of
those who had pald thelr admlssion fee and who were walting to
gee the wonders so extansively advertised in our veraclous litersture
and our reliabla pesters that the Uniom Pacific rallroad was built

Soon after the close of the civil war, which occurred in the side-
show east of the Missour! river and which proved an attraction de~
tracting lembonrlly from the big tent, the crowds began to surge
to the main entrance, keeping the ticket agents very busy and cans-
ing the ticket wagon to be kept open day and might. Also just about
this time the Unlon Pacific rallway began te push out its two bands
of stee]l weostward, Steam engines and cars began to arrive fer the
equipment of the rafiroad to handle the crowds, And in Omahs was
erinblished a great repalr shop for keeping the equipment of the
road in condition.

John W. McCune became ldentified with the big show in 1868
and he contlvues with it today. He holds the record for employment
in the Union Pacific shops, having been in eemtinuous employment
there for forty-two years. He was employed In a very active capacity
in the sideshow to the east of the river before he jolmed the big
cirous, taking a promivent part in that famous representation ef the
civll war which s one of the greatest attractions ever given by the
sideshow.

“Darkest Pennsylvania™ was the birthplase of Mr, MoCune. He
was born on & farm In Allegheny county, which is In the heart of
the reglon of coal mines, tron furnaces and coke ovens, whers there
is & continuous cloud of smoke by day and a pillar of fire by might
from fdrpaces and ovens. His father engaged in the coal mining
business when John was still a child, the family ng to Buena
Vista. The aldar McCune owned several coal barges and loaded coal
at Buena Vista and floated it down the river to Loulsville, Ky.,
where It was sold.

"The oll fever took hold of the boy when he was still in his teoms.
With &' companion he embarked In an enterprise which each, with
the characteristic optimism which was a symptom of this particular
aliment, believed would make & milllonaire of him.

But there wers clouds In the shy which eclipsed even the glories
of hidden weath which they were trying to dig from the gruund. As
the bits of their drfll sank.deeper Into the grownd, the eclouds gath-
ered thicker over the codmtry. The storm burst at last. Sumter was
fired upon and the country was split In twals and the two parts had
sll.hru up arms each against the other.

Glory Outweighs Wealth

Vistons of glory took the place of visions of wealth in the mind
of the young man. The oll well was abandoned and he wont to West
Newton, Pa., where he enlisted in & company being formed. This
uzermm Company E, Captain Mungo Dick. It went

the place of enlistment to Pitisburg, whers it was I(ncorporated
l.lth Peansylvania volunteers, Colonal W, A. IdcKnight It
on to Washingtlon and crossed from there over the river
ry theater of war. The winter of 1861 was spent in a
camyp of Instruction at Alexandria, Va. This was the place where
the tyagic killing of Colonel Himer E. Ellswerth of the unios army
took place. Colonel Ellsworth saw the confedernte flag floating
" above the Jackson house, the leading hotel of the place, and calmly
entered the place, ascended to the roof and tnre the emblem down.
As he was coming down he was met by Jackson, whe owned the
house, and shot and Instanily killed. A sergeant in Colonel Blls
werth's commoand returned the compliment immediately by shooting
Jackson through the heart
,  The 106th Pennsylvania seemed always to be just in time to be
too late for the most Interesting events. The regiment passed
through Baltimore just the day after the big riots there. It arrived
it Mortress Monroe, Va, a tew hours after the Monitor and Merrimae
had fought thelr celebrathd aquatic duel. It was in the spring of
1552 that the regiment went down the Chesapeake bay on & trans-
poit to Fortress Moonroe, Va, The rebel ram, Merrimac, clad In its
iron coat of mall, had been bullying the union boats and crushing
mapy of them with Impunity. Just the day before the 106th ar-
rived at the fortress & new champlon had arrived in the bay, a cham-
plon which looked as ridiculous before the big Merrimae as David
did botore Coliab, as Ulysses betore the Cyclops. The champlion was
the union beat, the Monitor, small, agile, lylng low and protected In
the water. 7he mighty Merrimac had laughed at the little boat
which offcred to give It battle and hurled Its mighty mass upon the
Uttle bout, Intending to crash It without further ceremony. But the
Monitor stepped lightly to one side and allowed its ponderous oppo-
neat’s masa to gllde harmlogaly by, pouring a heavy fire into its big
sides. The Merrimac tried again and sgain, seeking to ram the Nitle
boat and trying to smash it with mighty mass, But the Monltor
wasn't there when the big boat to ram it and the canpon balis
rolled harmlessly the Moniter's low-lying, smooth decks., The
fate of Gaollah, of the Cyelops and of the Merrimac weres the same,
Mr. MoCune often had the pleasure of sesing the famous little Moni-
tor af practice, though he never saw it in actual battle.

Episodes in
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Potomae npeded it In the campuign against Yorktown, marched up

JOHN W. WM'CDUNE.

are. It was no less than the kidnaping of Gemeral Fitzjohn Porter.
Who was the base criminsl? It was a balloon,

“The balloon was used for observing what was golng en within
the beleaguered city,” says Mr. McCune. ‘“To it was fastened & long
rope which, when it was desired to let the balioon rise, we played
out threugh a block uurhul to a stump. On the occaslon in ques-
tion General Porter entered the balloon with bis charts and penclls
afid all the paraphermalia for observing the operations of the ememy
in the towa and gave orders to let the balloon go up. We obeyed,
playing out the repe carefully. General Porter was some 200 fest jn
the air and the balloon was tugging bard on the rope. Suddenly
the tugging ceased and, looking up, we saw the belloon shooting sky-
ward at a rate it was never Intended to travel, Genersl Porter was
adrift in the balloon and we held in our hands oniy a plece of usecless
rope. The air current was sweeping the ballogn right over the town.
Fortunately, It was so high that bullets ceuld not touch it, and fortu-
uately, also, the balloon entered a current of alr when It reached a

little greater helght, which swept it back to our camp and then, by
letting out pome of the gas, the general regained ibe ground in
safety."

The regiment followed the fleeing rebels from Yorktown follow-
fng the evacuation and was engaged In the battle of Willlamsburg.
Then it marched on toward Richmond and on May 31 was engaged in
the flerce battle of Fair Oaks. In this battle young McCune sus-
tained a serious wound, the bullet entering the left shoulder and
passing through the body a distance ef mére than two feet before
coming out on the right thigh. He lay or the battiefield until even-
ing, when he was gathered up with the wounded and eventaally
found his way to & hospital transpert, which took him, with 200
other wounded, to Philadelphia, where he was cared for in St. Jos-
eph’s hospital. At the end of iwo months he was well enough to go
to his home on & furlough. Hoe remalneq at home until the spring

of 1863, when he returned to Philadelphia and, his term of enlist-

‘and in the west,” says Mr. McCune.

ment having explred, he was discharged from the regiment He re-
turnd home and later went to Medison, Ind.

He was in Madlson when the third eall came for troops to perve
in the union army for a period of one year. He ralsed part of a com-
pany himself and this was consolidated with another part raised In
Indianapolls and made a part of the 145th Indiana volunteers, which
was mustered In st Indianapolis. Mr. McCune became second leus
tenant of his company, which was sent south at once and stationed
at Dalton, Ga., where there was little to be done at that time except
conserve the peace and administer the police dutles in a territory al-
ready practically In a state of peace. After tha war had actually and
formally been ended Lisutenant McCune was detailed with fifty men
for provost duty at Cuthbert, county seat of Webster county. With
headquarters In the court house, he sat as a sort of milltary goveraor
of his little province until order had been restored thoroughly and
elvll officers had again taken thelr seata.

To Oivil Life and Omaha

Then the 1456th went back to Indlanapolls, where it was muatereq
out in February, 1866, The young lleutenant took off his soldier
clothes, went back to visit his home and Jhen began to Iook about for
something to do.

The monster parade of the gigantie cimnn which was just open-
ing its doors west of the Missour! river, was doing good work. The
cages, Niled with wild animals and birds and with gold and silver
and wheat, corn, onts and many other things, were attracting great
attention. The posters and advertisements of the monster aggrega-
tion had attracted widespread attentlon. The slde show, since the
great representation of the civil war had been done away with, was
waning in popularity., The crowds were beginaning to apply at the
maln entrance of the big tent in Omaha for tickets to the big show,
Among these crowds was John W, MeCune. He left his home deter-
mined to go into the big circus and he had his eye particylarly om
Denver, He traveled by rall a: far as Dea Moines. From there to
Omaha the journey was made by stage.

He bad & letter of Introduction to one of the bjg circus men. He
wasn't owner, but he was boss of a gang, and a very big gang. The
letter of introduction was to no less a person than General Grenville
M. Dodge, chlef engineer of the Unlon Pacifie railroad. General
Dodge happened to be making a westward trip on the same coach
and the two rode together from Des Molnes to Omaha. On the way
General Dodge talked very strongly In favor of Omaha and by the
time the stage arrived in Council Bluffs the young man had decided
to settle in Omaha, the gateway of the west, the eastern base of the
great Unfon Paelfic railroad. General Dodge, himself, went with
the young man down to the little plant which was the nucleus of the
present big shops and said to the boas there;

“Put this boy to work."

Job a Steady One.

The boy went to work and the job has lasted him forty-two years.
On June 20 of this year he will celebrate the forty-second anniver-
gary of that day when General Dodge told them to put him to work.
For twenty-one years Mr, McCune was foreman of the planing mill
at the shops. Now he has charge of the supplies for the big estab-
lishment.

] have observed a remarkable growth in the shops, in the eity
“l have seen the shops grow
to & hundred times the size they were when 1 went to work there.
The city has grown almost that many fold and the great country
west of the Missourl river has multiplied its population and wesalth
so tremendously that it i almost fncaluculable. It is a fine thing to
have lived in such an era."

Mr. McCune met & young woman soom after his arrival in Omaha
who sulted him and on June 18, 1867, they were marriod. His wife.
was Miss Anne Dorsey of Indianapolis, Ind. She was visiting In Omaha
at the time they met. Mr, and Mre. McCune has four children. Wil-
lHam 8. McCune, for twenty-three years In the employ of the Union
Pacific shops here and chlef clerk in the motive power department at
the time be resigned, has been mince January chiet aunditor of the -
Copper River Rallroad and Mining company, Cordova, Alaska. The
second son, Frank C. McCune, |s & second Meutenant In the Bixteenth
United States infantry, now located at Fort Orook, and has seen serv-
fce in the Philippines and other parts of the world. Mra Will
Browne live In Salt Lake City and Miss Juilet Wyman MeCune lives
at home.

‘Mr. McCune s still & vigorous man and apparently much younger
than his sxperience and plomeership in Nebraska would Indicate. He
lives with his wife and daughter in & handsome home, 1813 Binney
gtreet, where they enjoy the comforts and pleasures which have been
vouchsafed to those who cast in their fortunes with Nebraska In the
state’s young days and clung by her through prosperity and misfor«
tune alike.

President as an Attendant at De_votidnal Services

ABHINGTON, April 25.—The presi-
dent k& not only & good churchgoer
himself, but deserviz *he thanks
of at least two Washington preach-
ers for his ald ia boosting the size

of their congregations,

With his predilection for having sverything In
dight reformed, it is no more than natural, per-
hapa, that his church, also, uhould bear the magie
Iabel. It is Grace Reformed, a rather small,
graystone buliding on Fifteenth street, not quite
& mile from the White House,

Grace Reformed is not a fashionable church.
The congregation is unassuming in appearance
and would be decldedly modest in sis# if it were
not for the president. He fAlls certainly two-
thirds of the pews. Bo far as audlences go the
preacher may have to look for leaa years after
March 4, 1908,

While the president fills dosens of the pews by
the mere fact of his expected presence, he oocu-
ples his own s2at In solitary grandeur. Once in
& whils he goes with his wife and family to St
John's, but they don't seem Inclined to recipro-
cateé the attention. Bt Johm's rejoices (n the
locul title of "the church of state.,” and always
reserves & pew for the president of (he United
Btates, though it had not been in demand for a
good many years when Mrs, Roosevelt became the
lady of tha White House.

Whether he goes to his own church or not, no
ene but Theodore Rocsevelt, uniess It is some
friend or guest accompanying him, which rarely
bappens, is ever seated in the president’s pew at
Grace Raformed. Two secrot service men always

the crowd Into a double line which often resches
to the fiattering length of 100 yards or more he-
fore the doors are opened. It is lucky for the
soltitude that the president’s church is not an
otherwisy pooular one, [If It were crowded by Its
own members ouniw'Yers would have to that period
of palnful suspense and wa'ting “until after the
singing of the first hymn,” that reguistion tamil-
iar to the church tramp.

At Grace Reformed the doors are opened long
before 10:30 and people are admitted with the
admonidon: “Just go up to the gallery. They're
the best seats.,” Of course that means the best
seats for getting a view of the presldent.

It is ealmly accepted that the multitude is not
standing in llne because of a consuming desire Lo
bear the gospel as it is expounded in Grace Re-
formed chureh. Even the preacher can cherish
no fllusions on that point when people who have
fought the crowd &nd wheedled the ushers into
glving them a front seat calmily and conspicu-
ously get up and walk out when, the service hav-
ing proceeded for fifteen minutes, It becomes evi-
dent that the president won't be thers,

They make a mistake to welt so long. The
president does not straggle In Afteen minutes late,
On the other hand, he doesn't waste a quarter of
an hour by getting there fifteen minutes too soon.

In fact, the gallery, tired of craning its neck

at every porson who goes up the alale below, has
already begun openly and mourfully to declars
that he lan't comiog at all, whon there s & sudden
shock of expectancy. . Even before the rapld
strides of the four men who have just entered
have brought them into view of the galjory, those
upstairs have whispered: “Here he "
. The four men are the usher, the president and
the two secret service men. It s a gquestion
whether the usher could keep up that gait very
long. but he does nobly in the short distance be-
tween the door and the second left-hand pew from
the front, that being the Roosevelt seatl.

. One of the secret
l.t' ud of & pew across
rows back of the
- end seat across

- \u'—-'

The first thing the president does Is to bow
his head briefly In an attitude of prayer, Then
he leans forward and speaks to a middle-aged
woman &nd a young boy who generally occupy the
seat io front of him. He talks with them two or
three minutes while he pulls off his gloves and
stows them away in his silk hat.

Then he geots his big glit-edged prayer book
from the rack and finds the place. He Is ready
for business; and so accurately does he time his
arrival that the service is by this time beginning.

Probably during the ninety minutes which fol-
low he gives the nearest Imitation of absolute re-
pose of which he s éipable in his wakiug hours,
He does pretty well, considering his temperament
and the fact that several hundred humsn belngs
are concentrating thelr attention on the back of
his head.

If he makes & move It s followed with the
keepnest interest by scorea of eves, If he soratoches
the back of his head, if he amoothes lis hair, if he
adjusts his eyeglasses, there ls & rustle of atten-
tlow. It is enough to make a stone image wriggle.

Somewhat o the disappointed surprise of the
observers, the prosident does npot wriggle. He's
not absolutely guiet, but he's qulet for him!

When he sings-—oh, he sings! he dossa't look
at the book ten notes (o succeasion. Bo far as his
glance and the page are concerned, it's a chronie
case of ‘'on again, off ngaln,

When it comes to the germon, he {8 a wmodel
of uttention. If he doesn't listen he at least looks
a8 If he were doing so. The desk (s it the right
of the platform, so that the president has to turn
his head somewhat to face the preacher. Ap-
perently he does not miss & word of the discourse.

The service conciudes with singing, [ollowed
by the benediction. Before the singing is over
the president has put bis hywn book In the rack
and has picked up his hat and gloves.

During the benediction he gets ona foot Into
tha alsle and his hand on the end of the seat ready
for & quick start. Back of him the secret service
“munplw!mlaumahhudm
on the alert.

The instant the amen s pronousced the presk

@ant bas siarted. _Bel 1 & feed thelr
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heads he has swiftly but quietly passell the mecrot
service men, who at ouce close in behind him,

They are at the door before anyome but ths
vigilant gallery koows it. Down the steps they
go and out to the walk lined with another curious
throng which has wantsd a glimpee of him, but
hasn't wanted it badly emough to go to church
{tself to get it

By this time the gallery has precipitated itseld

down the narrow stalrways and with the other .

sgitated sightseern is debouching upon the street.
The president has reached the cormer, Behind
him are, first, his coattatls flappiog furtously; next
the secret service men looking as If they were
praying not for length of days, but for length of
legs; next the populace, men, women and children,
black, whits and middlin's, striding, russing,
making up lost ground with spasmodic rushes,
skirta billowing, feathers 8ying, more coAttalls
flapping.

At the corner the president cuts diagonally
peross without regard for crossings and takes &
shoot down Rbhode Island avenus to BSixtesath
straet, whence It is a straight run to the White
House gleaming in the distance. Remember thia

itinerary if you meditate meating the president oa .

his way to or frow church., He always takes the
same route,

The wide street, which some want to be called
the Avenue of, the Presidents, dips away below
the circle, and one can stand and watch the funpy
procession stream down the grade, the president
forging always at its head, his galt close to six
miles an hour, The phllosophis policeman at the
circle amiles pityingly.

“They'll foller him clean to the White House
~—them as can ‘keep up in sight,” says he.

At the galt he s golng the president will get
home as eorly as if he went with his wife to BL
John's. That he does oceastonally go there is
what makes many sightseors consent 1o push and
be pushed In its little vestibyle for an hour on end
walting for & chance to get In, L

Of course they want to see Mra, Roosevelt and
the family, nol to mention other celebrities whe
£0 there to chureh. But the hasy prospect of see-
lag the president b._-ﬂ card oven here
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