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SHALLEST STAR OF Ail

But What is Mere Size? Asks Mabel
Taliaferro.

|
TALK WITH POLLY OF THE CIRCUS |

Piays Don't Have fo Be Wrliten o
‘ Fit Her, Hven if She Welghn
Only Ninety-Six
Founds,
NEW YORK, Aprll d—Mabel ‘Taliferro,

who Is pluying in “Polly of the Clreus™ at
the Liberty theater,

the stage. Bhe

15 the smalleat stay an
looks especially pelite ns
she greeis The Bun reporter al the door
of her apartment, for she s holding an
prtiephant In her arme. It is not a real elo-
phant, perhaps it may be well wlite,
but one of china, a recently noquired mas-
cot of her husbund, Lana Park fame,
who has adopted the elephant as his crest.
The panein of the library are of elephiant

of

hide. the plapno seat Is sot on theé same
pachyderm's four feet, there I8 an onors
mous elephant head on the wall and va-

rious bits of bile-a-brac are done In thut
spacinl model Mra. Fred Thompeon, as
she l# known in private life, looks espe-
clally well against the background elephnn.

tine., and IT it had been sclected as can-
trast It could not fulfill it mission more
successfully

Polly Is only a bit over five feol in
helght and welghs at present ninety-six
pounds, which, she saym, Is very normal
Only once in her life has she gone ovey

the ¥O-pound mark, and Lhen she tarried
but a moment just to show what she could
do.

Ar soon as people get well enough
Ouninted with her, s0 she says, they hum
und haw and then ocut with somoe question
an to just what the secret of her tiny walst
and hips really s One Inquirer insisted
wpon knowing, as girl to girl, If the story

MO

that she wore long iron broces woas @
fact and If 80, how they were famlened.
Meantime Mre. Thompeon goos on feed-

ing. eating all gorts of sweets and sturchy
things. [airly revellng In malted milk and
imbibing stout when she Is troubled wilh
insomnia

“1 don't want to get faL" ahe avers
certalnly u few more pounds would
hurt me.”' The tiny bones of hande
and ankles seem absolutely Lo preciude
the posaibility of her evor suctieding in
ousting the fat lady of Mr Fuber's
museum from her well ostablished poal
tion, -

1t does seemn bard, doesn't iU she ankn
“when so many poople really want to gel
thin that others are Just as anxious to add
A fow Inclies to their stature and a fow
pounds 1o Lheir welght?

The difficulties of belng the mmallest star
ares nul #0 many, It e learned, as might be
fancied. The fact 1hat ono bhas to take hor
iny frame Into account in writing plays
in only & legend of the proess ngent, for
even the popular "Polly” was pot writivn
primarily with her in view

During (he tem years thut Miss Tallaferro
was under cvontract with Lichlor Bros, |t
frequently happencd thatl there was no play

"hut

11

mrme

wly walted and drew her salury. In con.
tradistinction Lo this, many & time a play
has been written In which It was ungues-
tanably necessary that the leading, sesond
or other lmportant role should be played
by & small woman,

This happened, for instance, when ““The
Land of Hearts' Desire” was used up 2
ourtaln ralsor tn the tour of Mra 1o

sultable for her. and at such times ahe sim- |
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played “On a Balcons™ In the principal
¢itles a few years ago.. Tho eif part in that
fantasy naotrally suggosted the Hitle Talin-
ferro girl, ns shic was popularly Known, and
she played In 1t successTully. Lately when
shoe was visiting at Mr. Yeats' home with
her friend Lady Gregory of Natlonal Irish
theater fame he exprosssd his pleasure wt
hoer performance and her physical sulta-
billky,

When “Pippa Passes'’ was put on for
some specinl matinees Henry Miller selected
her for the part of the little pedsant girl,
und the same thing oceurred when *'Lommna
Doone” enjoyed a brief popularity. Her
part of Esthier In “The Children of tho
Ghetto” seemed Lo have boen wrilten with
some ldea of her limited size and In varfious

othar plays In which she has taken part,
“The Price of Yeace,”” “You Never (Jan
Tell,” ote., the same condition of having

a part written with a petite woman in mind
und then finding the woman has boen the
experience.

Onte Miss Taliaferro admits that she
came A cropper. It was when she woas
Lilled to play Nance Olden In *“Ihe Blah-
op's Carrlage.” Nance was a tough gir)
out and out, bred in the bone and out in
the flesh, and to save hoer Iife the smallest
gtar admitted that she could not look tough
enough, Her small, delicate features get
all puckered up when she tries to show how
she worked to look tough and simply
eouian't

"You can see for yourself,"” she says, pul-
ting It up 1o the Interviewer, who js foreed
to admit that certainly there naver wam a
less tough-looking specimen billed for such
a purt. “1 used to beg my friends when
they came Lo sep It Lo walt untll ufter the
firet act, for 1 was tougher Lthere than aft-

erwurd, or was supposed Lo be. I they
didn't sec me then 1 thought they might
be able 1o atand It. Oh, but | was bad!

But not bad In the way 1 should have been
o make & succesn; Just drunatie school of
acling bad, or something ke that"™

Miss Tuliaterro has a gentle Hitle voeubu-
lurk which just guite her, When she thlks
along gels Interested In her subjoct
s swoet, nice, dear, love and
come as naturally to her . phrasing
suffragette or solar

wna
such words
mrm b bl
nn

sirenunus, plexus

0 those of more herole mould

e deceived by this for under
xterior
the
whe
slerm purposes
perfecily

But do not
the placld e

nante

of an unruffled counte-
harmony of a kindly vo-
has mighty thoughts

and

cabulary uwnd

It s absurd.” isn't It, she

Morpe Uls Skinner and Mise Ellston, whe

1

vaos, “that any one -should think that all
e suffering and the tragedies and heart-
rending experfences to the Ilarge
women, the tall, statuesque kind.

Canpne

1 bBelleve wo all get our share of the de-
velopment which comes with  suflfering,
no matter what our phyvsical stature may
be. Oftentimen men and women are kinder
and more gentio and thoughtful for the
little woman, but fate isn't. Fale mnkes
no such distinction, and xo on the slage,
which, after all., depleits the workings of
olroumstance, destiny, wihnt will, It
may happen that a very small woman muy
carry o tragic part through suecesafully It
only suro hereslf and has the
simple, vincere way of looking at har work.

"The moment thuat she becomes sclf-con-
solous, believes that she o In any way
handlcapped by her lack of Inches or walst
measure, that moment she falls 1o be con-
vinecing and wel, was the stook ex-
presslon, the foollights, Maude
Adams (o my mind was just as succesaful
In ‘L/Alglon’ as Bernhardt was, but con-
glder the difference in thelr appearance,

"You naturally think of Bernhardt as you
do of Olga Nethersole, for example, ag coim-
ing on the stage with great sweeping ges-
tures, throwing her arms out
stioulders In long oxpansive
tremendous In the expression of herself
If Maude Adams did that ghe would be
absurd; the limited range of her gostures,
the qulet stage muanner, the dellcate ro-
Blraint, are fully as effective, and her per-
sonal following Is proaf of thut.

You

she s of

Lo la

over

from the

curves, big,

Maude Adums (5 only one of the contem-
porary sctresses whose work the smallest
slar speuks of admiringly. Althougl’ she
hias no intimate friends i the profession,
keeping her stuge and domestlc life now,
an she has alwuyn done. tar apart, she | a
mine of Information In regard to methods
and masners. To her all theatrieal women
are breve, and men falr. Nat ail efther,
for she says frankly that she can't endure
big men.

“Thoy're so babyiah, you know,'" ahe YR
from the superior height of her flve foet
some and bher ninety-six pounds. ' Abso-
lutely babyish. They've got to be flatte
and they throw away
gEeese, and they have
ldean, I can't oendure small men,
she confesses. "“men with ltlls bones
thelr wrists and queer little slrutey
of walking, and high slik to

red
money ks
il worts of kittenish

Lhelr

wither,™
in
wavm
make

hats

P |
peaple think they'ro taller than they really

are.'

"For no apparent reason at this polnt of
Lhe Interview Mre. Thompson

beging to
speak of her husband und tellw how. in- |
Hoend of having “Poliy of the Clirous"®
espocially written so that he could furnish
a medium for his wife and his inventlv
Fenlus ut the same time It was really

Polly that brought them togethor and after
& len days' courtship—{for Mr. Thompson
was awfully busy at that time—made (it
Beem the only thing possible for them 1o
do to get married right away, so when the
Bubject of Polly vame up mguin they would
be convenlently pluced to talk it over

Miss Magurel Mayo having
Polly” and, thinking of Mubel
A n possible heroloe, reud the
and aflerward she and Mr,
clased Ua poesibiiftles and
Later on, the materl
of the they settled down
of the clrous lady In good
and from their unlied efforts the

written
Tuliaforro
play to her,
Thompson dis-
probabllities=

wliter fixings waore

out road,

hden

e the
varnest,
play was

| Bvalvied,

1
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MISS TALIAFERRO DISCUSSES L-I'I"l'l..l.i]
MOV B AL

When (he play wae first put on o douyble
roeprescited the sier in the bareback riding
scone and consequent fall, Here 9 whers
one of the difficulties of being so small
that one cannol easlly find a caunlerpast
came in. After & few nights the comments
made in the orchesiry and gallory were so

audible that the svone was chianged o Sl knee of
-

MABEL TALIAFERRO

From FPholo by Davis & Elckemeyoer

more ariistic finish

“Think of i whispors Miss 'I',nlm:--:r-r.l
“1 netually head one horrid man say right
out when the double came on "Why, thoss
Ain't ber logs” Ien't that ghastly ? And |
|1 thought until then that they matched
Jperfectly! That's when [ commencod Lo
take malted milk, butl there was no agpres
clable effect, and not being able o change

er—them—well, we simply change the
finale of the plece Instead It wus A good
dueal easloy

Ta return 1o the fact of Mina Talialerro's
strength of clmracter and  purpose, ahe
laughingly confessos that she has uwhso
lutely no ambitions 1o pluy Lady Macbhetl

Miss Talferro is about 0. and says that
her wile exporience has taught her many
lesnons which she hdépes to put into work-
Ing use, 8he refers to her dramotlo gims,
dlacysmes plays and pays among othey
things

“I da not abject Lo the npnoral play il

It is written by & master hand--8hnke-
speare. for example, for | think he wrole
one or two, although many 4o pot, T
nard Shaw s all right for the lHbyury table,

but not for tho stage He
which is 1the
risque pluy, 1 think

Bpeaking of risgue silustions,
mits thgt her Mst engagement
under circomstences which, uniess a full
explanstion were glven, might cause un-
pleasant cormment, Bhe was sitting on the

the author of (e plece o which

teachivrs YOoU no

Ercat lvsaan, only excuse for

h
il
was made

whe

she

A8 POLLY OF THE CIRCUS,

made her debut when the offer wus
prosented to her
Joseph Arthur was the playwright and
she wue al thet -time 3% years old In a
photograph of that time shie I8 shown as a
smiling youns person holding her foot In
hor hand
Bhe haed becn playing with a nlece of
Mr. Arthur's that special day and Mr
Arthur hid beon lHstening to thwir baby
talk It suddenly oecurred o him thad
her xpeclial brand of eopversmtlon was
rather remarkably enuncisted and he 1ifred

her up and' told her to say

among the

several things,
rest, "There goes Sania Cluus,™

and ather lines of his plocy, “Blue Jeanas,™
in which she aftvrward took the part of
Baby Banscombs, with a long page to be

memoriged.

At 2% years most voungsters are still in
the high chalr stage, as likely as not
sirapped In, and lhelr vocabulary la lime
ed 0 & “Zing of valw or -“nl--'lil:r.xl
equally bromidian Hor training for her
part was conducted on the plan that has
succeeded well wity horses. seald and flufry
Kiltens

If sha did well she got o present, any-
thing on which she had set her ehildiah

heart, and the plan worked admirahbiy

memory

Her

of the time s very clear, showing

her precocious in that respect also
pe

“1 remember it
she Says, sitting

lier chair and holding ber koee with

enclosed A,

as i

it were

yesterday

forward on the eodge of

“All

Lhe

hoy
relearsals  ut

home had gone along beautifully. I wasn't
w bit afrald and remembered my lines all
right.

“The one rehearsal 1 attended In tha
theater was the one before the final dress
eehearsal. The curtain was down and the
place wius to fe just like my room.

“1 wans successful there, too, and every-
body was erazy over me. You know chil-
dren were not very common on the stage
nt Lthat time, which, of course, accounivd
for my popularity.

“At the dregs rehearsal something terrl-
ble huppened. something perfectly awful
For years I used to wake up with a night-
mare In my baby mind at the recollection
of It

“1 was supposed (o0 be gitting in my chair,
when the curtaln went up with my eyes
closed. Then 1 was to open them and begin
my lnes,

“On this occasion the curtaln was up and
when 1 opened my eyos |natead of the
familar side of the room which [ had ex-
pected there was 8 horrible black hole, for
the lghts In the auditorium were not on,
It the most awful thing 1 had ever
secn. 1L seemed to be something that was
galng to swallow me up or I was going to
full into, and with all the might of my
young lungs 1 screamed and kicked and
choked and did all sorts of original things
not done In the business of the play.

“The cast were completely demoralized.
If 1 was golng to act that way the whole
plece would be a fallure. Naturally they
didnt know what to do, but they coaxed
and pleaded with me ahd gave me presents
and tried to make themselves belleve that
It wouldn't ba gquite mo had the night of the
opening

“When that came and I repoated my per-
formance of opening my eyen, Lo my sur-
prize and delight the awful black hole that
had so tervified was no longer there, In-
stead 1 looked out on a world filled with
the nivest, kindest faces;” who all smiled at
me, and 1 cooed and waved my hands and
was just too pleased Lo gee them for any-
thing, and they laughed back st me and
the members of the cast laughed, too, and
the terrible ordesl wus over and It wasn't
until 1 grew older that [ could make them
realize what It was that had so frightened
me

“Before | was 6 yoars old 1 had played
Lelor: than L0000 people In all the
towns end cltles of America and had trav-

wuk

maore

#lod 15000 en, 1 learned to play Irish
charucter paris with Chauncey Oleott and
with Andrew Mack and Katle Emmett, 1

put on long drossces for the first Ume when
I piayed Lovey Mary in ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbauge Patch’ and had to obtain permis-
slon the Children's soclety before |
collld appear. Just a litlle time before my
muarriage [ tourod through the citiea of

from

R Ry

. :=_:
Australia playing leads with /Mr. Willle
Colller in "The Dictator’ and ‘On the Quiet."
“How did you know that Mr. Thompsen
was writing a play all by himself in which
perhaps 1 might appear?'’ asks the smallost
tar Ingenuously, as If she had not been
telling that all through the interview when
#he seemed (o be lalking of other (hings.

HUMAN SIDE OF NOTED FEUDIST

Newapaper Man Turns n Dungerous
Trick and Eascapea with
Hide Whole.

Jim
was

Hargin,
Firsl

The late king of Kentucky
feudints of all, & valn man. He
knew the extent of h.s power in the reglon,
where luw did not count untll Floyd By
became prosecutlng attorney, und It satis-
fled him. But his vanity had its limits.
Hargls detosted pliotographs and photlog-
raphers.  His enemics say that the reas
fon was not a lnck of vanity, but that tha
Breathitt king did not want his featuras
too well known (e the people and other
seotions of Kentucky, For years he had
deereed at intsrvals that no one should
ever toke a photograph of him. During
the feuds, severnl daring photographers
whe went to Jackson for the purpose of
snapping the King were glud to escape
with their lives. They did not return
until the cove of the firat trinl of Jim
Hargls for the Callabian muorder, Tha
Judge knew of thelr presence and vowed
that hin rule would not be broken. O
course all the leading papers of Kentucky
had photograpliers at Jackson, espoclally te
got the pleture of Jim Hargis. The Louls
ville Courler-Journal had sent a young
man named NMobert Hooe

When the day came for tha opening ol
the trinl, the photographers were lined ug
along the main street from the stors of
Hargie to the court houso, The ‘mccused
willed In the rear of his store until tha
hour arrived for court 1o open, then cov-
ered his features with a quilt and made his
way in that manner to the trial

Baveral of the newspaper men Lhought
that Hargle had won out and gave up the
attempt for the time being, MHoos, how-

ever, went around to the rear of the vourt
house and concealed limself near the en.
trance,  His Idea was that while Hargls
was bound to He coverod with his quiit .
he left by the front entrance, he might dls-
card It In leaving by the roar. This proved
to be the case. When recess came Hurgls,

accompanisd by same of his men, left hy
the rear way. Tho Courler-Journsl map
thercupon cameé outl from his concodlmdnt

and mnappad the Judge before hie could hida
behind one of his friends

Hargis, In & rage, shook
swore at the photographer
friends, knowing the rule of tha Judge,
selged the Courier-Journa) man snd were
about to smash hils camera, when the Judye
Interposed.  “Don’t, boys. His paper ox-
peots it of him, and | suppomse he's got to
make a living The lce was broken. Har
gin posed for seyeral pletures and was
never reluctant to be photogruphed aftops
ward.~Harper's Woekly.

his fist and
Bevoral of his

Tea Fal for His Cell,

“Dan” Wadsworth, Fiartford s heavy man,
and sald to bo the fattest man in New Eng:
lapd, s In jall, serving a sculence of Mixly
daye But Wadaworth s not In a cell,
nalther does bie woar the regular jall unt
farm. The roasous are obvious. He wolglu
$10 pounds, &nd there la not & uniform I
tho Juller's outfit which bhe could get inte
Al present It is Just possible for him s
sgueess Lthrough a coll door, but the Jallm
realisea that In the aoulet of a vell, with
wholesoma food and little exercise, Wads
worth's Inclination to take on fleah wounld
mest with upusually favorable copditions
And though he might bo sguuessed |n, sl Lha

end of wixby days it s & question 1L he could
bo got out wilhous mﬂﬂq dawy e gell




