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IN CLOW N ALLEY.

CLOWNING NOT WHAT IT WAS

Modern Cirous Ring Entirely Too Big
to Talk In

NEW METHODS ARE NOW USED

Munt Re Actiom, ;nl nnd Quick,

Youn Are Golng to Make People
ILnugh—Interview with »

Bunch of Clownns,

NEW YORK, April 4—Many of the oow
tumes that the HBurnum & Balley clowns
offer fof the Inspection of the people who
come to se them are worthy of special
mention., They are the very last cry In

things sartorial, and f Broadway does not
copy thegn, wall, it's a loss 1o the world of
the Greal While Way, that Hepd'n
B chanee o get awsy from the rule of the
conventional.

One of these oulflis has a
large plalds, It 8 worn with a coat of
clophant's breuth that has short bobby
talle wired to give the redulred nonchalant
alr. The trousers are modestly high and
unly exhiiblt four Inches of unow whita hose
A long, lght wig lends distinotion, The
mhoes are of the flupping kind., Coalor, hay,

A Trock coat of the vintage of 1812 is
warn: with a derk red swealer, champagne
colored stockings and no shoes, A mule,
heavily belled, should BeCOmpany woearer, |

With & swallowtal)l cut to half the usunl
lungth nt the back, a bright red necktis
with flowing ends effective. This
should enclose collar with six Inch polnts,
Biujlit hold the hoad arecl
Large loone whoes that beat time with the
walk and vigible stookings are worn.,

Thin white batlste with muny frills. Red
bBelt drawn taut over expanikive wilst girth,
bleek stockings, flap shoss, small linen
onp mel Tlirtatiously on the side of riotous
yellaw curls,

A policemnn’a cont In worn over tip-
tHited bustle and shoulder pads It has
three rows of buttons down the front, the
middle row very smuall, A blase flower on

in nll

wilstcoat of”

in vory

B BN to very

oMt broast gives a Paguinlike alr. A clay
pipe and whiskers are absolutely indes-
pensible.

With the radiance of this aecumulution

of fashlons and folly n the eves It s hard
to reallze that the rows of meén who sit
slontly in the press room after the clrcus
I8 over are the very ones who a few min-
utes before fuunted thelr magnificence be-
fore thousands of spectators. AN the white
wine and greawe paint has beon washed
off, and 1he prismatiec sttire replaced by

the commen, ordinary Madison Square Gar-
den kind of business suit, a littlo the worse
for wear In & fow instances, showing Ll:a-!
storm mnd stress of life on the road.
There in not the slightest allempt to get |
away from the current mode. l-':r._-ryllnm:‘
|
|

Is rigidly conventlonal and correct Fach
ong of them ham a cleun whiave, & shoe
Mhine and macalate linen

There are fal men and iln men, old
mien and young, those experienced In circus
Ways and those to whom life has still

womithing Lo offor besides a woekly salary
and a problematle engagement for next |
Heason. But the cheerful ense of the ring |
s replaced by what in elrous talk |s called
wawdust fright |

It I8 ciussd by the unumual exporience
of being Interviewed, All the merry quips |
und cranks with which peopls ordinarily |
associate the genuw clown are gone. Theyl
#it on/the extreme odges of thelr chalie |
nnd wait for esch olher to speak. When |
one ventures, afler explanatory cough, the
rust admire and envy his elogquence dnd
neli-possission.

“If we'd only known about It two days
ngo." one of them gonfesses, "“we'd had &
chanee to think up something to say, Lord,
Indly, wa've gol stories cnough. Bome of
us's been more'n forty years In the clown-
Ing business, Hut you can't think of slories
right off the bat, begging your pardon, this
way."

Then they Introduce themselves and each
wither.

"Lady, I'm the peliceman, the jockey and
the ballet girl.™

“I'm the man with the long rope snd the
short dog. My! I thought he'd hite
my ankles today, exponed as they be'

“I'm the one whome feet flap the most.”

“I'm Foellsh Ford my eontract It
ways that I can come and go ad b’

1 oeadl mysell the most absurd

but

In

ridiculous

individual In the world, abounding u-i
melody, mirth and madness. Then when
people say m 80 bad I'm good | dop't
have to make apologies. 1 just point o
my explanation that's written in the
posters. "

“I'm the man that's got a sort of cousin
on Park Row who gets all his funny ideas
from me™

Oihmrs content
maying names, Auslin
rella, Fred Egener
Bannack., Ackley, Clemons

The tall man who s lnoking for
pletures of himsoll In the press albidm cone
Hnues the apologies for being unprepared

themseives with meroly
Walsh, Arthur Ho-

Btunley, Bakor,

Geroms

“We ought to have writien the storm
uurselves,”” he adde, "and glven 8 to you
to fix It up if you think It nesded §t. We're

Erest on monologues. We could have done
you some corkin' ones If we'd only known
Noxt year If wo've with the show and vou |
want us lo—"

The rows nod approval

“In it to be & long story another

! momething smarf und then submit It

| your

Vi -
tures, “or a abort one?™ They ull Luan
fTorward for e reply,

i a long ane with pictures.

They are visibly more Interesied. One oy
iwos pred the others to speak. “Go ‘long,

Ford; you oughter to have a heap o things
O T A

"What's the matter with you. Asthur
Borvlla? Tight as & wad "

“Look Wt Freddio Hgroer over (here,
dumbd "z & cam. He's gol enough to gab

absut ™ the Clown's ailey when we want | scarcely wait for his

him 1o shot un”
“Oh, Austin's gEoing 1o chirp
afrabd, Walahh It's all right

Nun't ba

hurt ser Walah's got the finor What,
he's backed out, toe?"
Wall, 1 don't know, lady It's tough

for you, and with plotures coming our way

lon, Lord! Beomm as if we'd ought to think
of something The troubje’s right leére,
now, We'll tell you, There nin't nothing
new in the business. Clowning's the same
story, year after year'

“Oh, yes, of coursge we go to Aifferent
places, all over the world, In fact.,” It Is
Foollsh Ford who s speaking, a middle

aged man, with a deeply furrowed face and
Kind gray eyon “But it's 4l the pame
un, We don't care whether a town'n up or
down.

to

"I'm thinking of SBan Franclsco when 1
suy that. I was there belfore the earth-
quake and [ was there after It. INdn't see
any difference to talk about. I'p above

the ground
odde?
“Now

Cimes.

or down below I, what's the
It's just & town, that's what it i
» I've beén In London s heap o

Ldved right near Westminstor
wbbey: and all last season 1 wns so Eng-
lish that | had my trunk marked ‘Sir
Richard Conneford, ldverpool, England,’

THE DESIRE OF THE MOTH FOR THE STAR.

but 1 never went near the abbey to go In-
side,

“1 don't know why clowning makes you
feel that way, but It dors. You get so gol-
darn tired of places where George Wash-
ington was shot and Abe Lincoln was born
that you Just leave ‘em for the rubbor-
nacke.' .

“And, then, besides, we'ro thinking.™
Thin Is from one of the other thirty-five
clowne ““You see, when you're a clown It's
up o you to think up something origina),
for no matter how good a stunt you may
have you can't go on dolng It forever.
You've got to have something every bit aa
good am you had before and n heap sight
better, It Keeps ¥you guesalng in your
apare minutes.'

'né or Lwo wipe
fromm  their brows
evoked,

"Bome of the salaries of the clowns run
an high as 510 & week, some don't get
more'n 8. The cleverest clown is the one
that fools the manager (o bost. He is the
best If he can do that, for it ain't an casy
trick. He's stopped fooling and is the real
thing. Have you got that down?'

“The way n think

off
at

the perapiration
the memory Lhus

clown does Is to up
You
needn’t think it'll go beciuse you write n
letter sayin' it will or bhecause yvou laugh at
It yourself.” It Is Lthe Inventor of Lhe rub-
berneck coach trick who now has the floor,
“We tried that trick firet In Brookiyn and
they laughed at It and then we were up &
Ire¢ bechuse we thought it wouldn't take
in New York, but it has
‘New York's the ticklinh
trick all over the country and get a lnugh
wherever you sirike the tent poles, and
then Lote It over here Lo Lhils burg and you

place, Take a

get the frosen mitts

“Then, agaln, some fool thing that the
country Juys weuld be azhamed to smile at
will bring down the whoele Garden, Peo-

ple'll go home and talk about the button

THE

with the ringmaster, and between Lhem
they managed to fire the changes on all
the local gags and tho jokes,

and then and answer back If anyone asked
im a question. Tt was hard work, but It
didn’'t begin with the work of the c¢lown
todday.

"Now It's actlon, something Jdoin’
doin' quick and: hard, You've pgot to get
& Ihugh na soon as peopls look at you. You
can't give ‘em a chance to go home and
talk 1t over and come to some family des
clalon, No, sir-e-e

“S8o our surest way 12 the makeup, for
the modern ¢lrcus s too big to have talk
in. You wouldn't be heard. A clown has
to ot up his own rig, buy It or have (it
made; then it belongs 1o him, and the value

and

"He would interpalate a comile song now I

White sinc's chougp
A vlown gets

bt It
Mismed thar

often that
st often

min't
WAy |

lady."
‘In 1 a glown's ambitiom v play Ham-
Inmt? Not on your life! We aln‘t any of us

hnnkering after
Thin t» from
poika dot lie
A clown's ambition s to play with the
Harnum & RAalloy show

“All through the country you'll see them
with thelr eyes fastened on the p'int of
the compass where the great show's billad
When the offer comen (o join thiut aggresn
tioh of wonders, a feels the same
way thal an actor that's been dolng one
night stands for fiftesn or Llwenly years
does when he's Invited (6 play on  the
Greal White Way and s guarantesd by
the management that he won't have things
thrown at him

“How do we begin®
to tell that i you'll
how we snd*

LT |nt~Kh1 haty parts.”
the stout ciowna with the

clown

Well, we're willing
promise not ta aak
THIn s froom one Eenor In
the rear, wha Jooks as If his clowning had
naver interfered with sleep and appetite

“Tt—well, It was & good many vears ago
and 1 didn't know anyihing about being &
clown exonpt that 1 wanted to be. There
was a little show In town—in the milddie
wost-—and |1 put some glveerine and oxide
of xinc on my face—! knew that much-—
and applied for n place, hearing that there
wans at that time a deficlt In clowns |
told the mannger that T was great on the
gab and could sing like 1 wren

of a clown ik oftentimen moasurad by tha
amount of funny oostumes be has in his
reperiory.

Here al the Garden [ suppose every clown
has four or five changes which he puts on
in the course of ona show, never appearing
in the ring In the same gown. We don't
spend much time browsing about
or Fifth
times we do
and junk
ground, Anything funny
get and hang on us

averener auction rooms,
get an jden
shops alr

hut some-
from m curtoon,
favorite
thiat

nre nunting

Weé A Wi
"Many of the costumes ure yvery oxpens
glve, 536 or 30 maybe, ne they don't
iant long the acoumulation of this property
reprosents an tem of expenditire
We do economige oftentimes by using
year's costume for the next senson’n rainy
diy sutts. That's our only way of gelting
anywhers mear ahesd of the game,

“And If you get & funny ldea be sure that
it will be copled right away. The flap feet
when they first came into the business
made n great hit, but the season wasn't

and

quite

0T

over before every clown In Lthe country was

flapping his feet, as If he'd Invented 'em.”

The policoaman breaks in. “*1 suppose I'm
considersd the funniest clown In the busi-
neds.” There In a itle choking sound
heard from the rows, but it does not break
out "into articulate spesch, *“This makeup
of mire's a direct inapiration.

“l was calling on & lndy friend and tell-
ing her thal I was lnoking for a long cout
Bhe wan a good sised woman, somewhiire
noar XX pounds, and she opened the door
of the wardrobe and showed me her lust
Yoear's garment hanging there. It was all
right but the eolor, and whe suggested that
I have it dyed, which 1 did

“Then I sewed three rows of buttons
down the front, the emall row in the mid-
die, and borrowed from another lady friend
her bustle and shoulder pads—the Clist one
didn’L have 'em- In stock for obvious rea-
sonm, You see what a success It i The
children simply love me.

“I's a gueer thing nbout
Just a8 spon am they get old enough to
throw & stone they're on thes lookout for

them kids,

A cop W throw i’ at, but let thers be a
piliceman clown, they can't soe him too
often. They judt grow crazy over him."

It i while the subject of children s beaing
discussed that o, letter- Is bropght in by
one of the officlaly, who reads It aloud, 1t
In from & Harlem parent who has lost two
boys and thinks they must be with the
clreua, .

After its contenls have been thoroughly
| digested! by the assemblage Lhere s u
| deep allence. Walsh looks quite Tussed up
about it and Egener erosses his legs and
uncrosses them nervously,

Floudly there wis & chorus of prolesting

voloes: “'Oh, of courss they've i wway
with the olrouw. Lod o thelr ra'a by the
clowna' talk. Whenever there’: a clrous

in town and the boy's misbild of course ho
must have joined. And why o they al-
ways think the¥ ' re going o ba clowns? It

bursting clown comieally for a week and | requires some training to ride bareback or
bring over their mothers-in-law to see It.'' | swing on the bars, but nons, of courne, o
“"Have you wever been In Parls, landy?' | e a clown; oli, bo, none at ol Tiink ol
Interrupts one whaose name o unkonown, | 1! As If we dldn't have troubies enough
und did you ever got knocked down by a | without stesding children o train’
cab and get arrested for bloocking traffie "Well, but,” begins o mild-voiced clown
and fined for LT Well, that would remind | iy the wecond row, “we couldi't got along
you of one of the many Joys of the merry | without the Kkida, That's true enough
vlown's life They ocome pleasad in the beglnning, and
“I he meth Kicked by & horse that Im) 41 vou've gotter do In to take & It notiee
showing off in the aome of export equilt- | of 'om  wave s duy duy and they're with
tion and sorobatio equestriantsm, or If he

s knocked over by ane of Lthose graceful
It Rommin' charnols, porhaps If a
trapesist in his marvelous aerial aet forgets
and falls on him instend of the net, why
everybody wants (o know what the clown's
deing In the way thers  What business has
It got to be ander foet and interfertng with
the legitimate business T

“IU'® up 10 the clown o look oul for him-
sell. and when you've got everybody’ In
netghborhood Ioterested In your stunt
you ouwn only bold 'em there for a
minute or two by the power of your mar-
vellous personality, it's mighty bhard work
1o have 1o be etornally and Torever trying
to crawl oul-fram under the wedght of halt
a dosen animiads of one Kind and anolher

Lote of times 've Laken my new cos-
ture, beflore any hody else had had a chance

or

wndd

to soe I, and walked up and down in front
|

of the horess s that wheti 1 dld appear
they wouldn't be too surprised ond mistake
me (or the sawdusl.in tholt sdmiration or
fright, whichever it might happen to be.”
The clowns are beginning to lose thelr
fear Anoiher  would-be spraker can
turn.
“You mee. the old-time clown, which we

noearly all of us used Lo be, wus a one TR

Lady won't [clown. MHis siunt was to come outl apd talk

you from atart to finlsh. No weury work
lrying to smoeth out Lthe glassy stares.

“I remember orphans’ day. Well,
lady, I've been clowning now for
thirty odd years, and when 1 think of It |
got a guesr wort of fecling somew here

1 & benefit porformunce and =
whole foundiing establishment was Lhore—
courtesy of i1the mumagemont How thoey
did enjoy 1! Didn't seemn to have too much

L T

Wi

fun In their lives, and they laughsd as |f
it had been bottled up for n long tlme.
After the ahow was over the manager

aEkod me as & greal favor If 1'd stand at
the door and shake hands with the ehildren §
as they wenlt out. Would I? You bet I
would!

"I never enjoysl handshakes like {Lhoge
One by one the Kids sidied up, some scarmd
s could be, some brasen; those ware the
onen who were going o be clowns themn-
salyves when they growed up, Home of Lhe
Iitient ones hesitated. not through fear—oh
no-Hut they wanted to-—what do yoo
think? Bure, kiss me!

“Did T bt "emT 1 lifgd them one by one
lu my arma and they kissed me so hard
ihat when they gol through all the white
tine was Kissed off in & sooth clrels all

samnae |

I

“He hired me on my
®3 a week., which 1

nerve ahd
100k,

offered
after somao

hesitation. T wasn't gefting anything ill]
the time and i scemed| bigger than any
salary [ ever got mince. 1 made & great
it with my song, which was In the davs
lbraries | bafore 1L gol too common. It s “Willle
had a Uttla gun—now hé's gone, gone,
l gone,’ :
| "The manager told me he connldered me
the greatest clown In the elreus wortd, bit
he sald B with one eye olosid I drew
my salary for six weoks regularly, then
’Iul‘rf‘ was A lapse for sixteen, and 1 eould

| only touch the manager for nbout two bits

|
|
|

around my mouth. But what 4 1 care?

R dav,

At the end of that time 1| went hom
In & box car and put my trunk In pawn
before T started. Bame willh you fellors?
Beginning's nenrly always Mentleall Next
year T got 3%, Bame with you fellors?
Thought so."

The dark man wha speaks next was with
Walter Main's show In the begluning *i
waAN In Yha conecer! that took pleoe wfter
the show, and one day It ocourred (o me

If T conld draw 512 a week for that, why
couldn’'t I make $% being & olown? 1 put
JE up to the manager and he BaAvVe me o
try. 1 succeaded and am now at the top
of my profession.'

There s a deglded movement of Al p-
proval., One sayn: “We aln't savin' you
aln't, but the profession of clowning is dif-
forent from & turnip, In that It has more'n

Ore tnp,"
"GOl that down In your notes?” nyn the
tall man, “for If you ain't, think I may

use, It mysellf. Wea'ro always looking abont
for chunks of wit, for when the cirfcus’ sea-
mon is over nearly all of us go Into vaude-
ville, and soune of us have even trisd
legit.

“I played two seasons in Wilkes- Barre,
Pa., In a temperance dramna oalled “Dot,
the Miner's Daughter.' The nelghbors sajd
I wasn good, but the general ‘public agresd
with -my family. 1 never went back,

“SBome people think that the slowns lwve

thae

together, herded like freaks, and 1 mat
someone  araund asking for the clowns
boarding houss. The truth is that most
of us have beon born and brought up in
the. business. We mareiod In It and our
children are taught the clrous stunts as
soon a8 they begin to wilk and talk., but
we'd all of ya like them (o go into the
legitimate and make a name for them-

nolves, get away from them long footpriotg
of the one-night stands and
on the road,

“We don't any of us retire vich. Barm ¥
Barouto, the South African milllonalre,
wis the only one, and the disappolntmsnt
of riches or the contrasl between hils life
as was and Is made him eommit suleide in
midocean, There's many of us have lefl
clowning for good, Richard Golden and

Lhe soanons

THE ROPE AND THE bDoM:

Billy Clifford. for' instance., but perhaps
you'd better not mention thelr names and
give "em [free adverilsing,

The one redl excitement of the alown's
Ife beginse when he starls In belting
Bvery Saturday night in Clowna' alley. as

we call the clowns' dressing room, we bet
on the number of weoks the town
where the clrcus'll end. Is in the Clowns
ulley that all speclal announcements are
made and anyone has the privilege of step
ping on 1he making m. Wile

and
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