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Mighty Itali Hunters of the Frog Pursue a Man’s Sport in Jerse
EW YORK, Bept. . —There 18 a In the Pallsade -egion thers ar ity uhder certmin conditions may have habliat
bull markel for froge right now gquarrivs, soms ' NG r des- ti
el svory day soss a saharp ad crted for the tin I - AF 1 Lt t o0 Fhere are sovern! wavs of geiting a frog
vanss In prices of froge’ lege of ilivse pag iave fur pore A frog I af wiiich i v dievotess The
under dot 1 [ LY INnE i 14 ar L ! fourd Almael versal hunling HuLtne wnEiate of
not that thars nre - frogs siill ‘ . ¥ 4 . i 1 a T the wit il balied with red
exiAny but that many L { all agss 1 ikl the ¢ 11 i K { flannel
rrefer to keap the batrachian for hame an i the frox Wi ! ! L | wWion 1 A frog (e @e Mo sttraeiad hye red as
sumption rather thar trap him. dissect points mAarms] e Too p e i " i I a Honee provmmt bl y the phrase bull-
him, prepare bis lege for m kat In &4 barrel L Uy with a Lhunderous Bgerruniing. frox But there is this difference
packed with jce and ip him to the pur Fhis it Keopd some  porkons awo ke A frog site quietly confemplating the red T
ehaning center many of those so disturbed being on (He neas bofor i and then leaps to be (mn A ‘1‘.‘.“
Luxury n indicated by having fromgs legn ' frog day and nighl pulod A\ bull makes s rush at once, bul "‘\“.\‘ \\'l‘:“{\‘ s e i
BL & monl In the oy in a restuarsnl or Fhe Ttalinn workers who lve In thik In dangerous 211 tlhe tinse Once n frox A\ \1\“‘\- Lor
even at home, but In the COUNLEY oF th ": r_l"'" '-‘;*"-."- nuntern of "I!" batraciic has taken lsap and is honked It In sim
pesudo-country the inferonce Is not (he :" ”’ ";I ‘."."'t '. sud n .“-‘ to those who ply a question of taking him off the hook
¥ el his hie dandellon, rye bread, and throwing him inte the ereel or bag, A
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THE ZORE OF BERUT Y.~ JLOME WITHK THE SPOILS o THE CHASE
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same, because In the rural parts or clows
to the small towna the frog 18 to be had
for the catching

It in merely a question of trapping the
animal., Bo It is that the taking and killing
of frogn hias spread to sll cluesos, and (f
the Industry grows in proporilon to the re
cent stimulus the frog may  yet dinplace
pumpkin ple as the nailonal bird at hallday
timon.

To be gure, In winter, and therefore as
the show plece of the Christinies feast, the
frog would be an lmpossibitity, It s not
that & humane flash and game comininslon
has Intervened in beludf of tha gRreen-
backed leapers and has act forth that, in
the winter months kportsmon may not huve
In thelr possession froge taken or killed

that period. 1t Is merely thut the frog
wunot bo found at that time In all parts

! the United Biatos,

But this s not Intended In any way to
be a discussion of the Who's Who In the
holiday celebration food lne. Tt fa In.
tended merely o point out that of late
New Jersey, In that dlstrict comprised be-
twegd Fort Lee and Coyiesville, has bhe-
con he hunting ground for the frog

In that reglon there are frog hunters of
varlous kinds—the small boy, who hunts
the frog for an occasional meal to be pro-
pured by hisn mother; the falr angler, who
follows the spoar of the frog in a dilettante
way, and the serious-minded pot hunter,
who (8 after the sustenance of life. not for
the restourant man, but for his own per-
sonal uses
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COOXING SUFFPEFR

sausage and spaghett! constitute in varying
seasons the only wppeptuble allment for

the hrother from Ceiabria.

The bLrother does his slaughtering with
kil morts of devices. The plale hook balted
covering a pond or stream surface with a
nubbin on the vnd below the Nannel ure
popular, ‘Che shotgun, with a very lHght
charge, alno I8 w favorite weappn, but buest
of all among Lhese lethal Ipstruments s
the airgun, carrying o single BB shot,

Bo if you are wondersing through the

damp country in New Jersey and come upon

n swarthy brother lurking behind a ridee,
QOvering a pond or sterenm surface with a
gun, Jdo not belleve that It Is the Black
Hand or the Camorra or the Mafla on cam-
palgn. It Is merely a pothunter afllor
“rannochia” to furnish forth the table
It takes a great deal of sage stalking to
acgomplish the sisughter of enough (rogs
to make s good meal “Runnochia” In-
cldentally may not be good Culabrian for
frog. .but it Is at least Roman.

The dandellon, which s the usual prey
of tho Itullan laborer afield, aithough a
perennial plant, s generally at ita best In
the spring. Besldes, & change from veget-
able o Aesh dlet s always agreeabls, and
there Is the same pleasurable excitement
about trapping your frog that there Is
aboul pursulng the dandellon.

The latter s perhaps the tamer and more
trucable animal and does not have to be
trucked with gun or line. It yilelds In-
sluntly to the ministrations of even a dull
knife. However, the dandelion cannot be
found In rock guarries, while the frog

burlap bag sometimen i considered ideal,
To get frogs in this way one must watch

frighten some lesser frog, not at all avail-
able for table purposes, and off he goes,
pop! Into the water and spresading a panie
that drives every other frog of the nelgh-

caught with hook and line.
sitting on shore before he can make a leap
in any direction.

who object to the hook

persons who do not belleve In risking any-

end of a stick and then balt

they have made a strike there I8 no aanger

of loging the capture.

Some other persons belleve that the only
humane way to huul frogs from the water
is to use the line which ends In & wooden
nubbin or ball, Jjust abhove which the red
strip Is hung. Once the frog makes his
leap und engulfs red flannel and nubbin he

Is yours, *

Frogs are most determined creatures and
they have such muscular jaws that they
can hang on wvery sturdlly, so that once
the frog has the ball In his mouth he can
ba dangled in the alr from tha extremity
of the line for many minutes bhefore he
will begin ton think of dropping, by which
time he probably will be landed safs In the

sorrowing friends

olijection to carting froge
around In a bag ls Lhat

frog hunters say r?u|} the best schome s

no matter of

Killing them ona by one after they have
of the hag s a mean job,
and Inasmuch as drowning a frog ia almost
hard work as
methods have
frogs with a shotgun spreads the frog out

been taken out

so that It I8 hard work finding legs or any-
thing elge, The alrgun 18 the neatest, bt
it requlres great acouracy, which  some
times is lcking in the gun if It I8 present
In the shauler.

Still there I8 all the excltment of guUn-
ning _for big game. Coarefully, very care-
fully, one approaches, He hears the gut-
tural love notes of the beast caming down
the wind and his heart leaps high

Cautiously he crawis slong until st last
he s concenled behind 4 log on the very
bank of the muddy stresm. Across the
witer he makes out the glorlous dark green
of the prey—a mugnificent specimen, pul-
saling with lfe and Heking In fles at an
almighty rute

The gun & brought up and levelled. The
frog biinks. Then comes the rattie of the
plunger and tlie bullet s on the way,

Almost simultancously the frog kecls over
and dles, Sometimes the shooter misson,
but the preliminary remarks are much the
same, Bucek neyver can affect the trapper
of the frog

BEvenlually the Italian hunter lias enough
for his family meal. It takes many, many
frogs to furnish a meal, because ench frog
has only (wo lege and frying s apt to re-
duce them to & whisper. The Itallan re-
turns home and puts in delightful hours
skinning the frogs' legs and preparing them
for the pan. Then Vittoria, Giuseppe, Raf-
feale, Domenico and the others huve
feant.

All frog hunters of Jersey are not Ital-
fans. The small boy often goes out after
them, too, and when he gets n few proceaeds
then und there to make a fire and prepare
the frog®' legs for eating. His work in
skinning them may be hasty and the cook-
ing Incomplete, but the taste apparently is
right, although later on the small lad may
not feel any too well

lirls are not of much use when a frog
chase 18 on, They seream at the slght of
the frogs and they refuse to dirty thelr
hunds in preparing them And they want
Lo eal n phate, ton,. With big girls It in
much the same, Hunting the frog In es-
sentinlly a sport for men,

The writor remombors that when he was
A small boy there wiar o certaln pond In
the neighborhood of Kast Coldenham, N.
Y.. where there was absolutely the biggest
frug in the world. Storles about that frog
were told svervwhere and all the farmera*
sonz In the neighborhood would have given
something pretty to capture him.

The nen even tried to corral this frog,
who went by the nume of BHlg Jim. Tha
men often went out to get a4 mesn of froge’
legs In the summer for the boarders

“Down froggin’ today,” one of them would
Bay

“Git anythin' . v

“Sure, lot er blg ones*

*How big?"

“Well, ‘bout half as big as Hig Jim.“

One day the writer wis walking about
the pond when he caught sight of Big Jim,
There was a stick handy and, filled with
the excitement of the chase, he picked |f up
and sturted to mash Big Jim on the head,

But the frog was so big and so greenly
ugly that his appearance sent a tremof
through the hunter's heart. He stopped.

Just then Blg Jim cast one indesoribable
eye upon the small boy, who flad, And
Blg Jim straightened out thoss powserful
hind legs—a good menl In themselves—and
flopped Into the water with a ker-chunk
that sent wavelets eddying to both sidea
of the pond,

One amall boy had his sleep that night
disturbed with Big Jim frogs, with terrible
eyvea und ugly dark green bodies that al.
most cured him of the frog-hunting habit,
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World’s Greatest

Copyright, 197, by Frank G. Carpenter.
AIRO, Bept 1 —(8pecial Corres-
C pondence of Thoe Bee)—1 hava
‘ just returned from a visit to the
biggest university of the Moham-
maodnn world It hims more stu-
dents than any of our colleges, and twice
an many as elther Harvard, Yala or Cor-
nall, It has, all told, over $.000, and |ts
professors number 240, Its students come
from every country where Mohammodans
flourish. There are hundreds from India,
and some from Malaysie and Jave. There
I8 & lurge number from Moroces and also
from Algeria, Tunisia and Tripoll. Thore
Are Nublans as black as your hat, Syrians
and Turks as yellow as rich Jersey oream,
and boys frow southeastern Burope with
facos us fnir as our own There are long-
Buwned, turbanned Puersiane, Nerce-eyoed
Afghanistans and brown-skinned men From
ths Budan and fromm about Kuka, Boraou
and Timbuktu, The students mre of all
,  Ages from fAfteen to seventy-five and some
i .'hnvu spunt thelr lives in the college.

Mighiy lluhnn:nmndn- Force.
This university has been in oxistence for
almost 1,00 years It was founded A D,
885, and from that thme to this it hus been
educating the foliowsrs of the prophet. It
is today perhaps the sirongest fores Among
these people in Egypt. Ninciv-two per cent
of the Inhabitants of the Nile valley are
Mobammedans and the most of the native
ofMicials have been educaled here There
are At least W00 mwen In the mosque
schools and the Imuns or priests who serve
throughout Egypt are connccted with it
They hold the university In the highest re-
gard, and an order from Its professors
would be as much, If not more, respected
than ones from the khedivial government
The education in this university s al-
maost altogther Mohammedan Its cur-
riculum s about the same as It was 1.00
Years ago, and the chief studies are the
Horan and Koranie law, together with the
sacred traditions of the religlon and per
haps & llttie Erammar. prosody and rhe:-
or Within the last few yoars Lhors have
Attemple to extend (s sphere, and it
"W has thirteen government professors,
butl their teaching i done oulside the uni-
versily iself. A number of the professors
Are also teaching In the government
sohools connected with the mosgues of the
Exyptian villages, but sven there the
Koran takes up half the time and religion
i far more Important than solence.

How Exyptians Study Thelr Bible,

Indeed, I & wonderfu! how mueh
those Egyplisns spend un their Bible. The
Koran 18 thelr primer, their first and sec-
ond roader and also their eollege texi baok
As soon af & baby s born the call to
prayer i shouted in Its car und when It be-
Eive Lo speak its fathor tsaches It 1o say
the creed, which runs somewhat as fol-

time

was
( There I no god but God; Mohammed s
apaostie of God." and alse "Wherefore
fxalied be God, the king, the truth! There
s r 9g but He! The Lord of the glorious
irone/

When the boy reachea § or 8 years of
nge he starta to the mosgue schotl and
there squats down, eross-legged, and sways
Lo and fro as he yells aloud the texts of the
Koran. He studies the alphabet by writing
with i black brush texts on a slate of wood
or tin, and he pounds away f{rom year to
year committing the Koran to memory
There are now more than 200,000 puplis in
the Egyptian schools, of whom a majority
are under 18 years of age By a recent
consus It was found that over 50,000 of these
boys ocould recite & good part of the Mo-
hammedan bible and that 450 had mem-
arized the whole from beginning to end.
Another 450 were able to recite one-half
of it from memory, while 3800 could cor-
rectly give three-fourths of It. When It Is
remembered that the Koran contains 114
divisions and In the nelghborhood of 80,000
words It will ba seen what this means. |
vénture that there are not 4,000 children in
the United States who can reel off Lthe New
Testament without looking at the book, and
that with our vast population we have not
50.000 boys who can recite even one book of
our Bible from memory and not mispro-
nounce & word.

The Mohammedans revers their bible
quite A much as we do ours. While It s
being read they will not allow It w lie
upon the floor, and no one may read or
touch it without first washing himself. It
Is written In Arable and its stvle s con-
sidered & model. They bellove that 1t was
revenled by God to Mohammed and that it
Is: eternal. It was not written at the first,
but was entirely committed to memory, and
it I in that way that It s stil) taught to
Inrge extent. I understand that the pres-
ent khedive can recite the most of It, Dur-
ing my interview with his father, Towfik
Pasha, he told me that he could begin at
the hack and by memory alone recite the
Koran clear to the beginning. The betler
claspes of Mohammedans have beautiful
eoples of this book. They have some bound
in gold with the texts lluminated. and the
university here has a collection of fine sdi-

tiona which Is looked upon as one of s,

Erealest treasures
——
Nine Thousand Bald Meada.

This famous Mohammedan university is
Slusted in the heart of business Cairo,
When 1 rode 1o it today on my donkey I
passed through a mile or 8o of covered ba-
saare, thronged with turbaned men and
velled women and walled with shops in
which long-gowned Ew)piians were selling
gvods and plying their trades. The unl-
verdsity Is known as the Mosque of El-As-
har, which Is one of the oldest mosques Of
Calro It covers severa]l acres and the
streets aboul it wre largely taken op with
‘ndustries connected with the university.
One of the bazuars s devoled to booksell-
Ing and bookbinding snd another to head
dressing BEvery Mohammedun has his
head shaved several times a week, and in
this college there are 500 bhald-headrd
Mudents. The scholar who would appear
here with our ordinary oollege fool ball cut
would not be admitted. The students wosp
turbans of white, black or green, and there

left that the owner may be the more casily

working on the heads of tha students.

shaving them.
paper, wiping the shavings on the faces of
thelr vietims instead. At the end they gave
the head, face and ears a good washing
As 1 npproached the entrance of the unl-
MAnyY Young,
turbaned moen, with thelr books under thelr
and some carrying
Each student has
his hand when he enters

long-gowned,

standing about
manuscripts in and out

The slippers were of yellow sheepskin and
& turbaned servant tied them on with red

Mohnmmedan Students at Work.

stone-fingged ocourt,
halls of this university face. The court was

arcades upheld by marble

mense rvoms beyond were Lhousands upon

thousands of students, They sat In groups
on the ftoor, listening to the professors,
who were lecturing on various =subjects,
gwaying back and forth as they sang out
their words of wisdom. Some of the groups
wered studying aloud, and altogether the
confusion was as great s that at the
Tower of Babel when the tongues of the
bullders were changed. There were at
lenst 5,000 men, all talking at once, and
nome, It seemed to me, were shouting at
the tops of their volees. | had many un-
friendly looks as 1 made my way through
the muss, and narrowly escaped belng
mobbed when I took snapshols of the pro-
fessors wnd students at work under the
bright sun which beuat down upon the
court. The inmales of this schoul are
among the most fanatical of the Moham-
medans, and I have since learned that the
Chrietlan who moves among them s In

danger of personal violence.

I spent some time In this university,
Boing from hall to hall and making notes.
In one section I found a closs of blind boys
who were learning the Koran soad [ am
told that they wre more funstical than any
of the others. In another place 1 saw forty
Ferslans listening to a professor, They
were sitting on the ground sand ths pro-
fessor himeelf sat flat on the floor with his
bare f[eel doubled up under him. 1 cwuld

toes sticking
He waa lecturing on theology
and the students were attedtive

Another class near by was taking down
the notes of a lecture. Each had a sheet of

tin, which looked as though It might have

letters were in Arabic and [ could not tell

I looked about me in vain for school fur-

there were no maps nor dikgrams

libraries visible

They Sleep in the School Rooms,
s nu charge
poar and the
undergraduntes are
partially supported by the university,
siudents and professors
in the university. They sleep In the school
covering them-
selves with thelr blankels, They eat there,
are poddlers who bring in

bowl of bean soup and & cake of pounded

;‘_—" L}

:

L

grain, together with a little garlic or dates,
forming the most common meal Such food
costs but little, but to those who are un-
able to buy the university gives food, ™0
lonves of bread being supplied without
charge to necdy students every day.

As [ passed through the halls I saw
some of the boys mending thelr c¢lothes,
and others spreading thelr wash out In
the sun to dry. They did not seem ashamed
of thelr poverty and | saw much to ad-
milre,

The professors serve for nolhing and
rupport themselves by teaching In privats
houses or by reading the praver at the
mosques. It I8 consldered a great honor to
be u professor here; and the most learned
men of the Mohammedan world are glad to
lecture In the El-Azhar without reward.
In fact the only man about the Institution
who receives a salary is the president, who
has 10,000 piasters a year. This seems much
untll one knows that the plaster is only &
cents, and that il lakes thils many of
W make SN,

I asked as to the government of the uni-
versity and waus told it hud a principal and
under professors. All students are under
the direct control of the university, and if
they mishehave outslde Itn walle Lthe police
hand them over Lo the collegiate authorities
for punishment The students are exempt
from military service and it is seld that
many enter the institution for that reason
alone There seems to be no limitatlons
as o age nor as to the time one may
spend At the college. 1 saw boys betwean
§ and B studylng the Koran In ones corner
of the bullding and gray-bearded men sit-
ting around a professor In another. ‘The
most of the scholars, however, are from

newmn

16 to 22, or of about the same age &8 our
college studenls at home

Education In Egypt,

This university has but Hitle to do with
the, great movement of modern’ education
which s now golng on In Egypt It Is
rather religious than' educationasl, and the
live, active educational forces outslde It are
two. One of these Is the United Preaby-
tertan church and Its misslon school, of
which I will write Iater, when ! visit thelr
college at Asslout, about 300 miles farther
up the Nile valley, and ths olher s the
government, directed by the British, who
&re collecting the taxes and administering
all matters of Imperiance in Egypt today
In addition to thess Lhere are about 1
schools supporied by Copls, who, by the
way, are the most intelligent of the native
population

Egypt was very lllterate when the Brit-
ish took hold of the administration, and
evén now not maore than 6 or 7 per csnt
of the natlves can read and write. ‘The
desire for learning is Increasing, however
and the aystemi of common schools whilch
has been Inaugurated | being rapidly de-
veloped. Thoere are now over W0N schools
in the ecountry, with something like 2,000
teachers and perhaps a quarier of a mil-
lon puplls. There are & number of private
scliools, several normal schools apd also
mchools devoled Lo special tralulng. In the

ohammedan University and Its Siudent Body

Is not & halr under them except on the top

Inst fow years a bystem of technical edu-
ciatlon has been Inaugurated and the gov-
ernment now has model workshops at
Boulao and Asslout It has a school of
ngriculture here at Cairo, a school of engl-
neering and schools of law and medicine,

Village Schools,

An important movement has been the Ine
troduction of modern studies into the wvil-
lage schools belonging to the: Mohamme-
dans, These were formerly, and are to
rome extent now under the University of
Ei-Aghar. There were connected with the
mosques and were taught by Mohammedan
priests, They were supported by the peo-
ple themselves, and also by a Mohamme-
dan rellgious organizgation known as the
Wakf, which has an enormous endowment.
There are something ke 10,00 of these
schools here and there over the lower part
of the Nil¢ valley, and they had an attend-
anca of something like 200000, They taught
little more thun the Arablec langusge, the
Koran, and reading, wriling and arithme-
tie. Lord Cromer wanted to bring thesa
schools under the minlstry of public ine
struction and Introduce our modern studies.
He iried to force the toachers to comae
under him. but they refused. He then of-
fered to glve every mosque school that
would come In an appropriation of 60 cents
for every boy and 7 centa for avery girl,
and this has appurently scived the probe
lem. The village schools are rupidly adopt=
ing modern methods,

Already %000 of them are subject to the
BEovernment, and within a short time they
will all be under the tmmedlate direction
of Its educational department Al present
it s necessiry to handle them carefully
and to make the religious studies among
the most Important. Now the half of each
sehobl duy 16 set apart for the study of
the Koran und the precepts of Islam, and
I am tld that such of the Mobhammedin
scholars as do well are more likely to get
appointments under the government thaa
if they were Christiune or Copls

.
Femnle Education,

The giris of Egypt are beginning to #n to

school For a long time It was hard Lo
persundse their parents to send them elther
to the government schouls or private
schools, but of late some of the netive
educiled women have been glven pluces us
teachers and mehy girls are now preparing
themseives for schiool work. Other parents
are sending their daughters 1o sehool to
Kive them a good genernl education, us the
educatlod boys want educaled women for
wives There are at p

went  something
Hke 2000 giria' schools A movement s
nOW going on (o escablish vi sclinole
for girls, and the Ume will come when
tiaere will be girle’ schools wll over Egym
and the Mohummedan women sy
educaled.

Lbelomae

nvnvtblrhl! Egyplians,
We are apt to think thet the only ehar-
ity Is Christian charity, I find that therw
Is Mohammedan charity as well, and thai

a {Continued on Page Four} j b




