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EUGENE DUVAL

OW MANY
mercial

men, high In the ecom-
affairs this busy Iife
had their start and Arst employ-
ment in handling the telegrapher’'s
key? T number Is
right here In Omaha
Succeasal
beginning

of

'r“-“:lt‘d

ety
leginn, and
may be found many
business men who made thetr
by carning wages in send ng
messuges when mare boys, Many a farm
1ad has hung around the raflroad station
during the long winter nlghts and lstened
to the dots and dashen as they come aver
the wires, and under the tulelage the
Ppatient night operator who. tn the olden
times was not overbardensd wfth husiness,
has learned a trade which was sufMicisnt tn

o

earn him a good lving and throw him
among associates who ild bnost him on-
ward and upward until he enters the crom

mercial world and seon oecupies ar
position with & suMcient
for all wants

The click of the sounder has a fascination
for the vo and he ln poon eager to learn

1 anvinbla

incomd to provide

what all t} sounds mean. With a littla
help it | ut a short time before he is able
to send A few words and then the rest
conies. Telegraphy offers highear wases at
the start than many other kinds of work
which the youth might engage in and to

the ambitious it in n great stepping stons

to something better iIn the future. Many
men will tell you that telegraphy Is a
great traiping for the boys as |t makes

them alert and attentive to the call of duty
a8 when the Instrument clleks, there must
be no delay, but the business at hand must
be attended Immedintely. Men holling
pame of thea highest salaried poaitions In
Omaha made thelr start at telegraphy and
some of the most sucoemsful business men
o1 the city were at tims telegraph
operators.

L. M. Talmage, assistant cashiler of the
United States National bank, has been con
nected with that bank for just twenty
years, but he got his start 'n a business
way from telegraphy. .He learoed dols and
dashep In a school during vacation time in
Brooklyn, and then secured & Job as an
eperator, working with the Western Unlon
In, 1881, 1882 and 1283 when he went Inte the
Nhr York dffice of the Unlon Pacific. In

bhe moved to Omaha to enter the audi-
tor's department, where he worked until
he entered the TUnited Btates
Wationa! bank. He I8 a member of the Old
Time Telegraphers and Historical associa-
tion.

While clerking In a dry goods store J,
O. Phillipp!, asalstant general frelght agent
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of

the Missour! Pacific, spent his spare
moments In learning the use of the teles-
rapher's Key., or, rather, to read the tape,
for it was not until afterward that Mr
Ehillippd eould read by swind, He tells an
interesting story of the way he was Com-
pailed to learn ta read by eound. He sayw
the bosa simply took the tagw yut f the
machine and told him to lsurn the sound
or lose hin jJob, » thers was thing Ielt
for him 1o 4o but to learm to read He
wirked at Stavestown. on the old Peaannsvl
vania line, botwesn Plitaburg and Philadel-
phia, in the Allagheny mountaine After
he had beoome a full-fledied operator he
hranchsed out as aperator, dispateber, loeal
agient and on and ap unt!l he In nyw nEsint
ant general freight agent of the Missourd
Pacifte In Omaha
F. C. Hollinger Ia Indebted for hin start
in the telegraph business tn the wifes of a
former manager of the Western Union In
Omaha, who taught him the code during
vacation time After he had learned to

manipulate o key he worked In the lecal of-
fices of the Wantern Unlen for five years
and was then chief eperator of the Postal
Telsgraph company for year, aftar
which he went Into the bhrokerage business.
He 8 now general manager for Logan &
Eryan, grain and stock brokers.

Tom Collins Havens learned to telegraph
at Elyria, O, In the ofMice of the Lake
Shors road. Hils first move was to Omaha,
where he landed In 1877. He went to work

ane

for the Unlon Paecific and was with that
road for thirteen years unt!l he went (nin
the eoal business for himself. He worked
both at the headquarters and as telegraph
operator and ticket agent at the Union
stallon

Threa mmall boys thought they would

Nka to be telegraphers, so they installad a
wirs between their homes and, buying soma

instruments, learned the business. One of
these was Elmer H. Weed, general freight
ngent of the Unlon Pacifie, That was In
1¥S5 nand as soon as he had learned the
code Mr. Wood secured] a position o a rill-
rond office where he worked for eight
years. He then went into ths ofMece of the

general agent of the U'nion Pacific at Chi-
cago, where there wns a direct line with
the Union Pacific offices In Omaha, and on
this line Mr. Wood worked untll he started
on his upwnrd career, which has landsd
him at the head of the frelght department
of one of the greatest freight-carrying
roads In the country

Eugenes Duval, . ansistant general western

E H WOOD.
arent of the Milwaukee at Omaha, never
did lenrn the telegraph business—lie wan
like Topsxy and just gErowed into the
husineas T don't remember ever trying
te learn telegraphy,” sald Duwval, "My
father wa= u station agent and [ was born
in & railroad station., 1 gusss 1 must have
just | d up the code like other chiidren
Jearn to talk Mr. Duval took his first
Job when he was 18 yeare of age as night
telegraph operator on the Grand Trunk
While working nights he learned shorts
hand, and was soon able to take the posis
tion ke stanographar to the suparintendent
of the Wabash at Pery, Ind Ha then
moved te Omaha to work In the afece of
tha general superintendent of the 1'nlom
Pacifie In 1885 Mr. Duval went with the
Milwaukee In 1882 an stenographar and op-
erntor, after whlch he was contracting

agent until he was promoted 1o hi= present
position as assistant general western agent,

Frank Walters, tha
Chicago & Northwentern lines weat of the
Miszsourt! river, i# a splendld example of a
man who has risen fast from the ranks of
telogruphers He sntersd thea eoffice of a
rallfond company s A car checler, ona af
the easiest of clerical positions, and has
risen step by step untll he now holds ona
of the highest offices of & xreat rallroad
systam. While checking cars he lsarned
the ende and was soon made an operator
He was then mads an operator and traln
dispatcher of the Illinols Central, working
up until he was chief train dispatcher and
then chief clerk to the general manager of

general manager of

the Burlingfon, Cedar Rapids and North-
ern; superintendent of the same road; 4i-
vizion superintendent of the Rock Island;
assistant diviglen superintendent on tha
Northwestern; superintendent of the Bloux
City division of the Northwestern: assist-
ant superintendent of the Nebraska and

Wyoming division, and then general man-
ager.

Edgar Allen of the wholesale grocery firm
of Allen Brothers company started in [ife
as a telegrapher and he thinks his early
tralning in that line had a great deal to do

in ftting him for the business of nafter
Nfe. *"“There |s something about the busl-
ness which makes & man alert,” sald Mr,

Allen. “Something which keeps him on
the lookout for what the naxt move will
be and I think & short course in telegraphy
would be good training for any youth.*
When but 18 vears of age. Mr. Allen was
dizspatcher between Clnoinnat! and Lafay-
ette, a Adirtance of 110 miles. Mr. Allen
learned the businesa In 1072 and In 1880 was
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with the TUnilon Paclifie,
Mr. Allan d!d was at the time of the ase
sansipation of Guarfleld. Mr. Allen and his
brether wara just organizing thelr busle
nese, which has now grown to such
moth preportions, and had - quit tha
Western Unlon office when the news camé
of the anzassination of President Garfield
The manager of tha Omaha office sant fop
Mr. Allen and prevalled upon him 1o ree
turn and help ott in the rush of business
which was golng over the wires incident fe
the axsasscination of the president. He did
the work and that s the last telegraphing
Mr. Allen has ever done. He still delighta
to hear the messages as they My .
the ceuntry and relates several interesting
incldents of hearing pecullar mossages a8
they wers sent from hotel corridors
Lather Drake, president of the Merchants
Natlonal bank, 4i4 his first work for wages
as a telegraph opesrator, working at the key
from the age of 13 to 17 years, Mr. Drake
is & irm believer In every bov havidg somse
thing to do so, “when a boy has to de
something hea has to do the best that Is
presentad for him te do,” It becamea the lok
of Mr. Dirake to work at telegraphy for the

The last work

mamse
he

ner

(Centinued on Page Five.)
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GLEORGE WEST.

EDGAR ALLEN,

FRANK C. HOLLINGER.

h Men Rise in the World of Business

Magic ol

NE of the great
electricity is put
plating in gold,
brass, nickel, etc.
ing Is the art of coating metals
with metals by means of electrolysis. Al-
though the term Is only generally applied
to the coating of articles with sliver it is
nevertheless quite applicable to the coat-
ing of motals with gold, copper, nickel or
other metals. Electric plating s appll-
cable to all kinds of metallic articles from
& neodle to a4 statue, either Lo protect the
real surface from decay, or to beautily
and ornament. The art i practiced 0 a
wvery considerable extent in all civilized
countries, and had its origin in England.
It may not be generally known, but one of
the largest industries in that Iine In the
middle west Is located in Omaha

The Omaha Silver company, wWhich waa
started pomething over & year ago, hos
grown o be one of the important isdus-
tries In Omaha. It was originally started
by the Omaha Hotel Supply company sim-
ply to supply the needs of that concern,
but It bas now grown to prepurtions never
dreamed of at its coonception, and the
work for which It was exclusively lnmugur-
ated constitutes but a small part of the
businoss now donus by the Omaha Bilver
company. Before the Omaha Hotel Supply
ecompany concelved the idea of establishing
a plant with whick to do its own plating
it had all that work done in Chicagn, and
as that concern fumishes cabinets to ho-
tels throughout the United Btates, Canada,
Maxico and Australia, ail of whichk bhad W0

uses to which
is In electric
sllver, copper,
Electric plat-
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be plated, that item alone constituted no
small matter, and formed the nucleus
around which has been bullt up the Umaba
ilver cempany. There no of
work In aliver, geld, nickel, copper or
brasa plating that capol be done by the
Omaha conosrn.

One of the most Intaresting features of
the industry is the way an article to be
piated |s handled from the time it is taken
into the factory until it s turned out as
Eood as mew. First, It Is put into a strip-
plog solutdun, In which the electrical cur-
rent {8 reversed to negative. This process
mrips the article of all the old silver. Then
it is sent to the bufMing department, where
It & handled on felt and walrus-hide
wheels and buffed down perfectly smooth,
It 18 than returned to the selution room,
where It s dipped In & hot solution of
cyanide of potassiuwm, which removes all
forelgm substances from the metal. After
this it-Is put through two or thres washes
of bot and cold water and is then placed In
the sliver seolution. 1In this solution are
hung asilver anodes 9 per cent pure. The
positive electrical current is then tumned
on and the article is piated with the sliver,
which the slectricity takes from the anodes
and deposits upon the article. This solu-
tion, being perfectly transparent, it s pos-
sible to ses the deposit leaving the anodes
and depositing Itself on the metal. The
different grades of plating., that s, triple,
quadruple, ete., are secured entirsly from
ths length of time the article i» left in the
solution, and also the amount of slectrical
current which s allowed to pass through
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the solution. When watching the gradual

and mysterioun process for the first time,
and secing an old and wom article turn
into a naw and bright one as If by magic,

one may, especially if he happens to be
of a poetical turn of mind. think of Paul's
words, “when this mortality shall take on
tmmortality and this corruption shall take
on lncoerruption.” Fer If spirituality could be
atiributed to things Inanimate, this would
certalnly be considerad a spiritual operation.

After the article receives a certain
amount of plate it 1s taken out and passed
through cold water solutionse If a bright
stlynr finiah is desired it I8 taken to the
burnishing department, where the sllver (8
hardened and brightened by hand. The
article is entirely gobe over with a small
steel and blondstons hurnishing Instrument,
which hardens the silver on the metal, in
addition to giving It & bright finlsh. It
Is then taken to the buffing department
aguin, where, by the use of very soft
cotton wheels, It recelves 1ts luster,

Bilver work, when newly whitened and
pelished, alway= looks unpleasantly white
and glaring. Time will remedy this, but
the process can be hastened by oxidizing
the surface with any of the compounds
of sulphur. The work may be exposed
to the fumes of sulpbur or washed with
the solution of any of the chemical com-
pounds of sulphur. the depth of color de-

pending on the strength of the wsolution
and length of time the metal is exposed
to its action. In this way celors varying

from & pale golden straw through deep
crimson to purple and blulsh black may

ROOM, OMAHA SILVER COMPANY.

How It Came In.

How It Went Out

EXAMPLE OF REPAIR WORK DONE BY OMAHA SILVER COMPANTY.

be obtained. Alloyed gold can be darkened
In the same way, only it s neceasary to
heat the metal until it Is too hot Lo handle.
Gold of 8 12 and 15 karat can be darkened
by heat alone, and often takes a most
beautiful shade of purple if the heating s
arrested at the right time. A velvet finish
in plating may be had by the same process
as used for & smooth finlah, the omnly
difference In trentment belng that a stesl
wire Ltruahh revolving 500 times per minute
Is applied 1o the article before the plating
proceas is begun A special quality of sand
1s used in the buMing process, which Is not

obtalnable in this part of the country
It is shipped here In barmels from the east
Many people do not know that their
tabléwares 8 made from Britannia metal
apd can be repaired and replated, even
when in the worst stages of -!1:1'rv;-l'..;<1n 80
that it will be as good a8 new All of
the big railroads have faken hold of their
own dining car systam in recent years
and =ince doing so they all have thelr

silverware replated and repaired every year

or two, which not only prosarves thie goods
but withh the heavy plate makes them
positively better and more durabie than tha
original article Many of the large h 1
have adopted the same pollcy The Omaha
Blver company takes care of the sliverwara
of the who!e "LU'nion Pacific dining car
aynten which & quitée an item In ta=ll
The soldering of sllver demands Lhe utmost
care and scrupulous cleanliness of all ma-
terials The paris to be Jolned together
must be absolutely clean—that is, scraped
brigi:t Avigmalic blow pipes are used in
poldering and ithe utmosl fare musi be
usad not to allow a portion of the metal
to grow colder than the surrounding parta,

an it will cause Imperfect jolnts

Oxydised plating s that s
used in nearly cf bhusiness Loday
and its use ia fast increasing. Many manu-
facturers place thelr article on the market
in the oxydized copper fAnish, as it 18
much more dursble than the unfinished
metal All of the bank and office fixtures
todlay are treated to an eloctro plating of
oxydised copper or brass and then |lac-
qusted, which gives tham a finish t} wild
last for years Lacquer i & Iranspareant
substance which "I used as a fnish on

something
sVery

Hne

at

metal. the saine as varnish ls used sa a
fintsh: on wood
Omahs a very fortunate in having an

electro plating factory that can successfully

compeie with the biggest Chicage con-
cerns and thus draw busginess from the
entire middle west The Omaha factory

Is now doing the plaling of the entire nute
puk of & large number of manufactureps,
among the iargest of which s the E Lo

Watrous Manufacturing company of Dea
Molnes, which manufactures an axtesnsive
Une of stamped steel hardware. The entire
output of this factory was formerly electro-
plated In Chicago and now all comes to
Umaha.

An interesting and
ment of the
one dovoted
ing of bronse

important
Omalia Silver company 1s
the repalring and refinish-
slelues of every descrip-
tion A Freat many bronze figures are
discarded becauss they become brokan
and are t hought to be beyond repair,
but this department Is o a position to
replace or minsing part and
fx up as guod &s new Thaere

depart-

any broken

Lthe staluse

s no other factory this slde of New York
that does this kind of work, and hence It
is not surprising that much of thelr work

n this lnsa comes from localities ([ar
distant This concern prides Ilself on
being able te take any metal article, re-

gardless of what s destroyed, replace the
destroyed part and builld the articla up
as good as new Ten and coffee pots
that have been partly destreyed by having
beenn set on a hot stove, often having
holes burned in them, always come out
of the factory In good shape to with-
stand for another period the abuses of the
servant girl. They also make a speclalty
of repalring articles of brass, such as
automobile lamps, which, after having
been badly smaahed or tarnished, can be
made to look like new; and, by the way,
some very hopeleas looking cases In the
way of disfigured automobile lamps and
fixtures have found thelr way Into the
Omaha Billver company's establishment at
214 Bouth Thirteenth street, which would
causs the unsophlsticated, casual observer
to mentally consign It to the junk pils,
but which the company's facilities for
handling repalr work of this kind have
enabled them to repalr, electro plate, re-
finish and return to the owner as good as

new, As the use of automoblles In
Omaha and vicinity has Increased the
company has found a correspooding in-

creass in the work of this character which
they are called on to do, and from time
to time they have found 1t necessary to
inoreara thelr facuities for brass work,
uptil now they have che of the most com-

estoration of Old Silverware

plete brass repair and finishing depart=
ments in Lhe weat.

When the art of eslectro plating waas
in its infasey many people sesmed to
entertain a sort of horrar or at lsast
prefudice against having the old family
sllver ware aslectro plated. Perhapa It
had been handad down from generation to
generation and the thought of having It
plated seamed sacrilegiousn That feeling
has eventually passed away and the
everage woman now feels that sllverware
that perhaps came over in the Mayflower
and which Is battered and tarnished with
leng yearas of use or misuse, may be taken
to the factory and slectro plated and madas
a3 good as the day It was ussd on Priscilia’s
tabla, without any dlsrespect to departed
ancesters. And that this L= being done Ie
parfectly apparent from an inspection of
the shelves at the Omaha Bilver company.

The utmost care must always be taksn
to protect the men In the plating depart-
ment frem the Polsonous fumes which the
process of elsctro piating causes, as Lhe
breathing of the fumes is lUabls to polson
the blood as it passes through the lungm.
Henos ventilmtion & an important problam
in the plating department. The work-
men's hands are protected by rubber
gloves, otherwise the cyanide of potassium
would be absorbed by the skin and cause
painful sores. At present the factory
employes fourtsen men, all of whom are
first class chemistsa, and they manufao-
ture & Class sof goods which are shipped,
not anly all over the ocountry, but eves
to New Zealand and Australia
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