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ETTINIE, July 16 ~The forbidden
citiea of Gualnis and Plava, which
none but Albanluns
of usinje or thalr

of tha clan

“"bload broth-

enter, may yet ahare

the fate of Lhassa, and thelr myseries ha
included In the touriets’ Ninerary Thin
will mean the fAnal settlement of the dls-
puted Montenagro-Albania boundary, a per-
plexing south European question over
which diplomats hava dawdled for years
The Rgnmn representative at The Hague
peace confersnce declared that this Is de-
manded in the intereat of the peacs of
uth Wurope, while the forelgn ministers
Italy and Austria, who have just held a
mesting &t Desto, Italy, urged it in the

ary” may

her, o sha resclved to take 1t apan hepself,
and by degraes she persistentiy fol
lowed her brother-in-<law over Albania and
Intoe Macedonina always nwalting an op-
portunity 1o strike thes blaow

Thls onma

nlow

nm

nfternoon In Skodra
when ahe saw her husband's aseassin walk-

che

Ing on the main street of the town She
tock her husband's pistol from her belt
and shot him dead. Having kilisd the

murderer, she went stralght to his parents’
home, almost & woek's Journey away, and
shot both dend alse. Having thus
avenged her husband's death, the womsan
returned to her triba Nothing was ever
done with her, for It was conatdered thal
she bad only done her duty.

them

mountaln In tha clear atmopshers
of the country the two towns can bs
dincernad distinetly from tha Mon-
tenegrin upland far te tha west. In
the light ot evening sun they
present most beaotiful pletures, with
thelr alender white minarets and
@omed mosquss, No one has yet
rucoseded In getting a very satiafac-
tory description of ths placs. HBut
the few men who have escaped say
that & nearer appromch takes AWAY
much of the enchantment that a dis-
tant view gives

The people

tha

&re  fanatical |
thalr attachment to thelr homes
and thels / fidelity @ enoourspge”

s gl

Gusinje and Plava Are Two

———

.‘mm of tha trade which the civilized
world |8 endeavoring to establlsh with Al-
banle

When the Berlin treaty, which gave
Doenia and Herzegovina to Austria and
otherwise cut up the Turkish empire, wan
nigned, It waa agreed Lo reward Montenogro
with tha two cltles of Gusinje and Flava.
The Montenegrins, about 10,000 strong, un-
der the loadership of Marko Drekalovic,
flushed with thelr victory over the mighty
Turks, marched to Gusinje to take the first
frults of thelr success. They got within
sight of the town when the Albaniana
swooped down an them from the mountain
tops, and thelr decimated troops baut &
hasty retreat for home, Since then various

{ offorts have been made to murvey the ter-

ritory, but s the Gusinjots sat around

on rocks and took pot shots at chainmean
and levellers, nobody cared to continue
long on the job.

Representatives of the powers finally auc-

' enoded In arranging a meeting with the
warlike olanamen. The former got as far
an the gates of Gusinje, where they wers

mef by a delogation and told to run for

livea, and that if any of them wers
|® within the neighborhood in twenty-
four hours thelr Meads would ornament

fpiknl on the city walls. The only fruit of
[ this expedition was a picturs of the gatas
-lof the city, the only one that was ever
made of any part of the city,

The powars then maye Montenengro the
! Albanian ssaport of Dulclgno. The boun-
‘dary line remained undefined, and the war-
riora of thess two mountain towns, defying
all the powers of Furope, retained the pos-
semnlon of thelr own

Albania, which Is within
hours’ jJourney of Paris, In one of the
anomalios of government of Europa. It In

& conntry of which as little {s known as of
contral Afrion: in fact, the maps of the
Sudan are more acourate than thoss of Al-
Yanin. The people are a race of reckloss,
vigilant warriors. dlvided into clans and
tribes, and waglng an incessant internaains
sirife. Life {8 worth the price of a ocar-
tridge, 18 the way that an Albanlan onte
| amprosaed It

£, Mmuds exist betwesn the elans and even

\ between families of the same clan. Dif-
ferent parts of towns are divided againat
each other and the appearance of A man
on tha strest Is often the signal for a
fusilade. It has been reported that in
some communities all the men have been
Killed In this brotherly strife. It is esti-
mated that %5 per cent of the Inhabitants
dis a violent death.

The people are noted for thelr falthful-
ness, hospitality and virtus, yot in these
wartares they resort to the most unohiv-
alric means to accemplish the death of a
blood fued enemy. It I8 perfectly proper
to Me in walt for him behind rocks or in
the Terest or to shoot him in the back. Bo
that men in & bload feud, and most of the
inhaldtants are in several seldom traval
mlone, but always go in parties of four or
five. They are inceasantly on the leokout
and are always wsuspiclous of strangers

¢ They kmow the value of thelr own country
to the powers of Burope and are constantly
sndsavoring o prolect It against forelgn-
era. It ia for this reasan that strangers
ars always looksd on as potential epemies.
To carry & camera, to attempt to write or
make a sketch in the intertor of the ceun-
try would be a forelgner's death sentsnoce.

Bome of tha cusloms are very cereus
and hsve been handed down from genera-
tions an sacred unwritisn lawa, If a man
commits & murder and, flecing for his ilfe,
anters the houss of another, friend or foa,
even the house of the brother of the man
he has sialn, he in safe for three days st
least. An enemy in undsr amnesty wWhile
In the company of & woman, and a compli-
ment to an unmarried woman is sufficlens
provoaation for death

The “blood brotherhood™ Is an institation
pecullar to these clansmen, Two men
wiio are about to take this oath stand in the
renter of & ring forimed by men of the tribe,
Ench of the two makes an inoclsion in hie
arm, and as the blood dripa from the wound
ratehes it In a cup. The two then solsmnly
drink this, while vowing sternally to sup-
port and sustaln each other In  ali thelr

ndertakings, even at the riak of life. This

Is held more sacred than even tha
marriage tie

Of all the Albanian clans the Gusinjots

are considered the flercest and most wap
like. They too are considered the hand-
somest of the people, and the moat faithful
o any promise that they may make. Thalp
home 1 the great upland plain at the asst<
ern corner of Montenegro, closad on all
sldes by lofty mountaine. Practically the
only approach ls by a narrow valley througa
which flows the stream that has Its source
in the lakes and springs of the highland

The women also are Imbued with the
theory of personal vengeancs, and thels
enm| are a8 flerce and unrelenting ag
those of thair husbands. Princess Xenia of
Montenegro tells the story of & girl whe
married ome of the chiefs body guard A
month afterward the husband was treachers
ously killed by his brother, who was alad

‘iIn love with the young wifs. When she
recsived the news shs became orased with
#he had no male relatives Lo avenge

twenty-four

oW

(

PYNERE PEOPL = OF THE SACRED CITIES CET SUPPLIES
~—— A D SETTLE THEITW FECUDS.

Although Albanla {8 nominally a
of the Turkish empire the Gusinjols no-
knowledge no alleglance to the sultunh or
to any other power. “T'he Casinjots ne-
cept no forslgm rule or no masters Bave
thelr own clansmen,” was the way the
hoad men of Gusinje put It,

In religlon they are chlefly Mohamme-
dans, although many of them are very
devout membera of the Romen Cathollo

phTs

and Gresk Orthodox churches, The reason
for the mujority belng Mohammedans s
found in the fact that members of that
falth have more Hberal privileges in iha

benring of arme and serving as soldlers,
Wartare ranks higher than religion In the
heart of the Albanlan, Members of tha
sultan's own bodyguard have bean chosen
from these people because of thelr un-
questioned valor and falthfulness,

But they have taken particular pains al
along to impress upon Turkey that its rule
Is merely by sufferance. They have killed
several Turkish ka'makans, or resldent
governors, who had displeased them, and
of recent years no representative from the
Porte has even made an appearance of
governing them. The representative of
the Porte who was sent to try to persuado
them to glve up thelr sacred citles to
Montenegro was murdered and his head
wna sent to the nearest Turkish governor
with a warning that the next man sent
on such a misslon would meet & similar
fate

The two citles which they hold sacred
and which have always been forbldden to
outsiders are situated at the two ends of
& long upland plain, Gusinje s the mora
populous and exerciscs a sort of sway over
Plava, The latter, though, it is sald to
be the more beautiful on account of fts
Rltuation on the shores of a lake of the
rame name and at the foot of a fr-clad

Qi m o TOWERS AT EMNTRANCE TOTIHE VALLEY OF THE SACRED ALBANIAN CXTi15.9.

by the herdmen, who rulea with a
tyrannical despotlsm. There Ix no law
save that of the chiefs of the clans, and
these muen exercise over the inhabitants
a power of life or death. As there ls an
increasing struggle for supremacy powar
tremalins but a short time in any one man's
hands, The umsual means of ending u reign
is by the death of the ruler and all of his
male kin,

Guainje has a2 mosque that is one of the
most beautiful In Albania, and this aa well
as the home of the chief Is a jmuarvel of
barbarie Byzantine ornamentation, At
Plava the graves of holy men are held in
great veneration by the Gusinjat. A casket
contuining the remainas of a saint and one

with the rght arm of Bkenberg, the Al-
banlan hero, are In a orypt ot Gusinje. It
18 these relles that have coused the places
to be called “'sacred citles.'”

On the Montenengrin side the two hill-
tops that command the entrance to the
valley are crowned with wateh towers In
which & guard is constantly malntained.
Extending up the valley to the olties thems
selves are Nttle kulas or Albanian castles,
windowless on the lower floors, where tha
praprictor and his family gother &t the
first alarm, and with fortified windows and
parapets above.

Bhould a stranger succeed In  passing
these outponts and reach the cities, a meet-
ing of the head men s held and some one

of the clan s designated to kill the In-
truder before he cén recross the border.
Even Albantans of the nelghborhood are
often viewed with susplelon and are tried
as sples or agents of wome forelgn power.
A shepherd who was driving a flock of
gheep from Scular! to Novl Dazmar wae
arrested ns he was passing near the town,
his flock confiscated, and he himsalf thrown
into prison. As his guilt could not be es-
tablished, one of his eyes was gouged
out, & hand cut off and he was sent on
his way with a warning never again Lo
appear in the lacallty,

Another peasant a short time ago reached
the Montenegrin border and sald that he
had been arrested Iln the streets of Cusinje
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European Cities No Stranger May Enter
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apon the susplelon of baing a spy, and
had been confined for ssvernl years In &
cuve In the mountains, e had succesded
in escaping, and was In constant fear that
he wnas still belng pursued by his Im-
placable enemlieaa.

Yet In eplte of thelr wall known disre-
gard of law the Gusinjots go about fenr-
lewsly and without molestation. They are
often sesn In Boutarl, whare they ars dis-
tingulshed for thelr truculent bearing and
o pecullur white headoloth that has been
adopted by the clan. They go to Beuturl
for supplies, and on thess occaslens they
have made bloody saltlemente of fouds
with other clans they have met there. Only
a few daye ago such a meoling on a publle
streot resulted In the denth of twelve men

Ona of the hittersst and bleodlest of thelr
recent fights oecurred because certaln Gus-
infots, who were not Mohammedans, fan-
clad themselves Inwulted while visiting Bou-
turl. To revenge themwslves they killed a
hog, and In the nlght broka Inta the
mosques of the clty, and made oroases with
the animals blood all ever the inside of

England’s Fortifica

¢Copyright. 1%7, by Frank . Carpenter.)
ALTA, July 2 — (Speclal Corre-
m spondence of The Bee.)—1 huve
come from Barbary northward to
Lo Zxl the Island of Malta to get a ship
for Alexandrin. There are no dl.
rect steamers from Tripod to Egypt, and
one must go to Mualta, Slodly, Italy or
Tunis to reach the Nils valley., The trip
to Malta I8 one of thirty-six hoursa. It |a
made on & little Italinn steamer and it ends
Al the port of Valletta, under the shadow
of the great English fortifications which
guard this, John Bull's outpost in the mid-
Mediterrancan
Malta s just adbout half way between
Gibraltar and Port Satd. It Is scarcely a
fty wpeck on thg map of the world, but It Is
one of the moat valuable of all wtowlegiosl
points. It 18 In the center of the most
travelod ssa, & great statlon on the busiest
of our commarcial highways and Just whers
the steamers stop to take on coal Malta
is now handling about 0090 tons of conl
& year. The coml I8 brought here from
Great Britain and retalled to the steamers.
As we came in we saw several of the ovean
Mners tsking on fuel preparatory to Lheir
start for the far sast. Most of the ships
which go to Australia, Indla snd China
by the Bues canml call here for fuel and
the port has a flest of &0 lighters which

son wsed Sor LLat puwrpese ‘Lraling ves

rale and other naval ships are now eoaling
in the harbor and a great BEnglish transport

which will leave for Suez tomorrow les
at tha wharves. Malta (2 a slrong naval
station. It has now a half dozen English

gunbosts anchored in front of it, and the
government Is bullding & breskwater at a
cost of 500000 to enlarge the harbor to
secommodate the navy. The island Is the
chief base for the repairs and outfitting
of the Meditéerranean fleet, but the flect
has already outgrown its capacity, and for
this reason the British are bulldiog their
new docks here and st Gibraltar,
Multese Islands.

But first let me tell you something about
the Maltese islanda. There Is quite a num-
ber of them, but the anly ones of note are
Malta, Gozo and Comino and they alto-
goether have an area of but 117 squars miles
They are mers rocks cropping out of the
sea. but they ure covered with a thin, rich
mold. which makes them the moat thickly
populated part of tha globe. Malla ts the
biggest and its area is just about that of
the District of Columbla. It rises right up
out of the water and an one looks at It
from the steamer It seems bleak and bare,
The slopes are precipitoun, but tha
land is 80 terraced and held back by stona
walls that all of It Is cultivated. To look

L i you would mot think It ceuld ralse

ion in Middle of Medit

anything It seermn more llke a stone
quarry or a stone plle than & fertile reglon;
nevertheless evervthing that s planted
grows, and Malta alone supports more than
200,000 people. This s nver 2000 for every
sguare mile, and more, It s sald, than any
other part of the glohe.
—i——
Cltiea of Malta.

two chief towns of the archipelago
are Valletty and Clta Vecchia, which are
both on this Island. Valletta has 80,000
people, and Its harbor Is where all the
great ships stop, The town Is built on a
hill, high a&above the water., The streets
ascend at all sorts of angles, and one has
to c¢llinbh up or down In going Lo any part
of It Lord Beaconsfield sald that the
architecture of Vallelia was equal to that
of any city of Europe, bul it seems to me
he overdrew |t The bulldings are much
Iike those of Naples. The strests are nar-
row, and the tall stone houses extend out
over them. There are many balconles, and
as there are few back yards the family
washing s generally hung out from them
over the streets, It flaps to and fro in the
breese a8 one walks through the ofty,
and now and then tha pearly drops from &
newly washed shirt aor palr of unmention-
ables drops on one’s hat or down the back
af Lls beck &8 Lo goss Uuough,

¥rom the harbor the view of the city s

The

besutiful,. Great, walls, which look UlHke
forts, rise up from the water, and back of
thess the houses mount the hills In ter-
races. Many of the buildings are painted
in bright eolors, and under thae glorious sun
of the Mediterrancan they shine out re-
splendent. The ity has some fine struc-
tures. It has an opera house, In which
Patt]l sang the first time she came to Malta;
It was when she was still a girl, and the
price Ehe recolved was 325,

Another bullding of note s tha church of
Bt. John, containing the tombs of the grand
masters of the Knights of Malta, This

church {8 one of the most remarkable in
Europe, and It is revered by the knights
throughout the world It {8 now over 300
yonrs old, but ja still In excellent condl-

tion. The church I8 gloriously decorated,
It has an altar magnifictently carved, and
falrly loaded with gold and sllver. The
railling in front of it Is made of virgin
sllver, and beneath it are kept the keys of
Jerusalem, Acreé and Rhodes. Some of the
piintings In tha church were brought from
Rhodes, and it has tapestries made in Bros-
el nt m cost of 0,000,

You have heard of the Cappucin cematery
in Rome, the chapsls of which are walled
with the bones of dead monks. 1 visited a
gholer coe & few woeeks ago dwilug & Uip
to Palarme, the capital of Blolly, snd I Gnd

here at Malta another avidence of the grew-
some taste of the plous fathers of the past,
I refer to & church here known &8 the
Church of the Moniks, in which tha bodies
of the decoased are put away unburied
Thelr akeletons are wrapped In the cloaka
which they wore in IMfe, and they will,
1 supposs, be thus clay untll the day of
judgmont. The place in & hideous one, and
A visit to It sometimas affects people serl-
ously. Nol long ago a smart young fe]-
low went through with his swectheart, Hea
thought he would have a joke upnn her, and
when her back was turned he slyly plnned
her skirt to one of the clonks, As she
siarted to go the skeleton was pulled for-
ward, and it fell upon her as though about
to embrace her. The girl wais tarribly
frigittennd; and it §s suld that the shock
dastroyed her reason,
——
Pretty Maltese Maldens,

T lika the Maltese girle. They have large,
soulful eyves, beautiful features nand com-
plexions the celor of the dark
They wear great black bhoods
headn with long black cloaks hanging Lo
them, o that the most of tha parson s
hidden and lttle more than the face and
eyen shows out., This part of thelr sostume
15 called the omnella. It usunlly made
of black sk, and the hood 1s bound at
the front over & thin plsce af whalsbona,

MOSE s,
over thelr

in

O T FPOITF NEAR FLAVE

the placa As a 1as® deaflly Insure ther
Bprend over the carcas the prayer rug of
the Hooja himself. When the desecration
waus discoversd tha uproar was tremend-
oua, even for Boutarl, and the whole Mo-
hammedan population turned out to pur-
sun the dolighted wvandala back to thelr
own mountaln fortresses.

The ruler of Gusinje changes with the
fallures or successes of the leading fam-
filen. The most bloodthirsty chief was
known ams Vieck Vatt Varushel, who was
suld to have reached the chinf place by
killing 100 men and putting out of the way
all the male members of his family who
might oontest his right. However, ha gen-
erously took care of all their familles, and
in doing so took over ten different harems

But whatever Internal dlsputes they may
have the Gusinjota are united upon one
point; thelr sacred c¢ity must remaln in-
violate and they themsalveas frea from any
other master than these of thelr ewn clan,
Thess rights they say they will maintain
even if In doing so they defy all the pows.
ere of Europe.

-

erranean Sea

which |s drawn over the head, forming an
arch, The left arm Is usually eovered by
ane part of this Aress, and the right s used
for holding down the other side and bring-
ing the twn togother.

In most respects the Maltese of the bettor
classen dress much ke the peopla of Eu-
rope, and it i only the peasants who have
costumes at allhout of the way. The peas-
ant woman wears hoods, Thelr dresscs are
of i striped natlve cotton, and they seldom
have slioss, The men wear short pantse
loons, which leave the legs bare to the
knee, being tles mbout the walst with a
girdie of cotton or sllk. Above this they
have a cotton shirt, and sometimoes & vest,
ornarmented with rows of =silver buttons
made of American quarter dollars or Eng-
lish ahilllngs, Thay seldom wear contas,
Thelr heads are usually covered with caps
of bright colors made In the shape of a
bag =o long that the crown of tha cap often
hangs down to the shoulders. They some-
times carry thelr money and thelr tobaccoe
in thelr capa

The people heore affect
Outulde the oltles the houses ares of ong
Etory. They are ususlly stons huts, bufl§
of materials gathered on ths ground. The
doors and windows are mads by the car-
peoters and the village blaoksmiths supply

the simple Nfe

(Contiuned on Fage Five)

VALLETTA FROM THR HARBOR,




