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Great American Game of Base Ball and Iis Hold on  the Public Heart
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A ling ’ patriotic blood al
£y 1 I * Lhe sider Chadwick's
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v o b I point of resane
blance bulw y 1k Kiuines |8 that botlh: u'e
pla wi 1 ] And & runnae
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A iy Hpalditig Inglsta that base ball
Indigenot o Amerien, and points to
the fact that his most earnest researcly
hax not you discoversd the origin of the
game ta prove his cialm that It s like
I iy | prowed,” and has been gErows
ing ever slnos Whatever thie heglinning, the
r t In 1 BIRITIM All Wt this broad
1 I of the free and home of the brava,
It M ntll October, base ball ix in the
IR T And during the monthe from
Octobar 1o May It halds first place among
n 14 v purtion of the country's voling
population. The interest of Young Americs
v Ligse ball goes on forever. In fact, it 1@
almost an all-ysar ‘round game When
the champlonships n!l! settled In the

fall, and the post se
piayed off, and the
a long breath hefor
things of life, t

anon games bave heen
ountry sottlos down to
urning to the sertous
ball politiciane get

busy, and for a fvw ks tha papers Are
full of stortes, mo f them ltke Ingall's
notion of pure polliios ‘dee— Irldesoent
dreams.” but all mighty intereating, each
in its turn. Then coma the mestinge of
the leagues, &nd then tha Inevitabls dis-

cussion of next season's chances, Many &
pennant is won and lost around the het
stove, and then Lthe asssmbling of the
teama, the training trip, with ita prellm-
mary games, and then the beginning of
the champlonaliip saanon and all Its stross-
ful train of eventa
TN
Born in the Hoys.

Any boy with the noermal number of red
corpuscles In his blood and an opsonio
index that warraots the phagocytes |n over-
taking tho streptoccoci that may lurk in
his plasma—which s one way of saying he
s In good health—takes to base ball as
naturally and with the same avidity that
a duckling takea to water. From the time
he is blg enough to run he engages in the
sport, and long before ha 1 expart in the
simplest rudiments of the three R's, he I8
versed In base ball to a potet where saven
the oldest vetaran can tell him but Uttle
of the genoral practice of the gams, And
through fe he goes, watching the gnme
with an esager interest, constantly alsrt to
ita advancement and ever keon in his pure
suit of its more subtle points.

Best of All Games.

Bome refison must exist for all this, and
it t» not hard to find. Base ball afforda
somathing that no other gnme offera, Hvan
the Eogliah, consarvative and patriotic, nd-
mit the superiority of base ball over erlokaet,
once they have becomes acqualnted wilh the
nleeties of the game. Cricket has Its good
points and s Intaresting In many ways,
but it I8 as far behind base ball as A real
games of skill as a stageconch ils bahind a
modern expreas train, This polnt willl re-
qulire no argument for an American audis
enon, Anyone who lias watched two waell
igaiched teama engaged In & game of base
é: knows a joy that can be found no-

bare elase. 1t In not meraly brawn against
brawn; brains are employed and the quick«
eat wit has need of all his keonness to keep
up with the shifting ttde of fortuns on the
ball field. Thought that anticipafes attacl
and actlon simultaneous with thought is
the thing that brings succesa to the ball
player. Then the strength and agility of
the youthful athlates congaged in the game,
the moments of tense excitement, followed
by other moments of unrestrained onthusi«

asm, the joy of the three-base hit, the
sutlsfaction in the gensational catch ow
the long and acourate throw; all thene in

the open air and bright sunahina, under the
most appropriate of conditions, surrounded
by thousands of fellow mortals in the sama
state of mental exhiliration, make the base
ball gnme an actual tonio to the spectator
and gives him a genuine physical uplife
such as he can obtain In no other way.

Fa irest of Gmnes.

Pase ball must be played fairly; In faot,

& At can be played In no other way, for the

“good play goes unnoticed,

miea are 80 plain and so generally wall
understood that unfalrness 1a Impossaible,
An incompetent umpire MAYy MAr & EAmMe
by his poor declslons, but the playsrs can-
not, undeéer ordinary conditions, play un-
fairly. One of the most flagrant instances
of an unfair advantage being taken. and
probably the only one of its kind on record,
was that which rvesulted In the team of
the University of Chicage belng disbanded
iast mpring. In this instance the Chicago
players, counilng on the fact that thelr
opponanis were unkeguailnted with the
members of the team, played one man in
penter flald and had ancther bat for him
during the entire game. For the trick the
toam woas dlsbanded and the members Are
barred from ever taking part in oollege
athletics again. Sharp practice among pro-
fesslonalns In quite out of the question, but
sharp iricks are continually belng pulied
off. It Is good practice to deceive the
other fellow as Lo your Intentions as far
aa posaible, Dul this s not very far ns a
senoral thing, for the other fellow has a
think-tank of his own and has pretly
nearkty flgured out which ona of an andless
variety of maneuvera will be adopted under
& given condftion and ls prepured te meet
it by ita proper cheok.

Good Work soh Bowapd.

Up in the grandstand sit so.0e rhousands
of people who have pald their money teo
gt Inn They are called “fans’™ ““bugs”™
mnd the Mke, but they are quite as well
versed In the fine pointa of the game as
any of the players, and know just sboot
what to look for under any olromnetanons,
Once n & blue moon & player will bring
off soue unexpectsd coup, sand when he
doos he is umally saluted by & salve of
applause, Once in a while, though, the
An exanmple of
thin may be cited as having cocourred In the

gnte last Bunday It started Pat Ragan
on the downward path and really oost
Omaha the gamse, Hogriever of Dea
Moles had golten an far as thied, and &

povond Des Molnes runnsr was on segond

Hupp was st bat, with two strikes called
on him and but little Hkeslfhood of his

uking the hit needed to bring In & TUA
Pal Hagan was pitehing pretty good ball,
&t any rate he woas getting away with (It
wnd the chances for & Dea Moines rum
loked mighty ollm Put Hogxy has &
} ! we well as & face, and he took the

As NMagan mountesd ths
i in his hand, Hogrisves
t The andacity of his at-
ternpt  dlsconcerted Hagan, and he hesi-
tated @ minute and then threw the ball te
P

i

fperale chance,
with ths ball
& for home

wnding, who was cazerly walting. But
iupp wams walting, too, and the ball
hounded off his hat’ and landed on Calr
Eround just a little way back of frst base,
bounded foul and went rolling tnto the
erowd for a two-base hit. The man from
second walked home, and tha Jdesd was
d4ld. If it had been any one but Hogxy, he
would have heen oheered to the echo by
the crowd, but never for Hoggy. who has
made himself about as uspopular as =
Player can get. It s a sare sign whes
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GLIMPSEE OF THE GRANDATAND.

A player brings off as fine & plece of heads
work as that and it s recelved 1o sllenvss

o .
Orowd and the Umplre,

Damocracy Is the rulo at the ball gama,

Bugs and buggesses are the only distines
tions mude, these nre nocessary, for the
Womon felks now understand (he game
quite as well as the men, despito the np=
parent bellef of the jokesmiths to the con-
trary Grandstand and blsachers &re on
common gEround, and have two cardinal
articles of faith. @ne is that the home
team s the Lest fh existence, at least In
the league, and the other Is that the um-

pire s a robber. Bome sllght difference of

opindon may he silowed for in regard to
the first proposition, but none asn to the
lattar. If the umpire doesn‘t rob the home
tsam, he doos the visitors and this makes
the rule hold good The umpire knows
all about It when he takes the job, for
he used to be &4 ball player himsclf, and
knows axactly where the umpire stands
Consequently, when he hears the hoarse
vojoed mob in the stands informing him
of the fact that he Is a rohber, together
with more or leas pertient commenl con-
corning his eoyes, his mind, his porsonal
habits, his wstate of bodlly preservation,
with some occasjonal remarks as to his un-
cestry and hls destination after this life's

Mtful fever is over and ball games huve
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CROWD SURGING ACROSS DIAMOND BETWEEN TWO GAMES

passed for him, ne realizss thut he In earn-
Ing his money. Also that the fans and
bugs are getting the worlh of thelr money,
Omaha crowids are less demonstrative than
in muny other cities. In fact, Omaha has
a reputation for falrness that s proverbinl
among players, awll of whom recognize the
fact that what Omaha people want I8 to
gee a ball game; they ltke to ses the homae
tenm win, but they want the ball game
first, and & visiting player gets all that
Is coming to him In the way of applause.
1t Hogriever didn't get it S8unday., Clarke,

Goohnaur and Hupp did for the Ane plavs
they made, and that Is proverbial of
Omuha. Even on last Sunday, when Um-

pire Brennan had given declsion after de-
cision against Omaha, until he had for-
destroyed any chance of the home
team's winning, the crowd was with him
&t the last, when Hogrlever slarted one of

ovar

his senmcless outbreaks in the closing min-
Utes of the game, In all Omaha's bass ball
history but one umpiré has Leen mobbed,
and that was Bauswine, who deliherately
stole A game out on the old Miaml street
Erounds, back In 188, Several times um-
piren have been assaulted by playera on
the Omaha grounds. but never by a home
playsr., And this deesn’'t mean that Omaha
hasn't drawn the short end of some very
bad umpiring.
—i—
As a Business Proposltion.

Hase_ball as a business proposition hns
assumed proportions that are not generally
understood by thoee who have not followed
the game closely. Aside from the two big
lengues, the National and the American,
in 19008 twenty-slght minor leugues playsd
through their champlonship schedules and
finlslied the seasun with colors flying. For

the current year some thirty-four minor
!sagues are making ths race. with goed
chuances of all fnishing. FEnough Iinde-

pendent clubs and local organizations are
fn the fileld to bring the genernl strength
of organized ball up to numhbers that
would amount to fully Afty leagues of a
strength of elght clubs each. Organized
ball controls abrolutely this season, for the
Independent teams are so situated thet they
must have games with league leams now
and then In order to exist, and no lengue
team 18 permitted to play ageinst a team
on which an ineligible player Is employed,
or agalnst an independent team that ham
played against an ineligible player, 'This
ia but a wsingle featurs of ths husinsss
Last seamon the pald admissions to the
National league games amounted to more
than 750,000, and to the American league

CENTER SECTION

OF THE QRANDATAND

Fames almost 3000000 peuple pald. Each of

the Chicago teams had average pald ate
tendance at thelr games of over 8500, The
Washington American and Doston Na-
tionml, with an average of leas than R0,
were the lowest I'he game as at present
comnlituted coets more money, for the ex-
penses of a big team are enormous in
most of the minor league teams tha ex-
penses are limited by putting a4 lmit on
the salary lst and reducing the miloage

of each team to & minimum, but even this
requires the most careful management to
geep the lenms on a eafe basie.
[ N—
Omaha Ranks High,

Omaha has always had & high rank as &
base ball town. Only once in its history
has & team falled here for lack of sup-
port, and that wae in 1808 when the West-
ern league team Installed at the grounds
on Ames avenus went down because the
people would stop at the exposition grounds
instead of golng on out to the ball parl
Several times Omsaha has been includsd
in & league which went to the wall, but
the local tenm always had sufMclant patrons
age to keep It alive. Bince the present
Western league was organised in 1000
Omaha has besn one of ita malnstays. The
attendance hers has bean |arge, and the
quality of ball bes been unitormly high

-
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ON THH HILL IN LEFT FIELID\

LEFT END OF THH GRANDAETAND AND PART OF THE LEFT-FIELD BLEACHERS

Bome of the best players In the country
have worts the Omaba unltorm AQuring !
thess years, and & remarkably fins ot of
plichiers have been sent oul Amng theos
are Mordocal Brgw of th Chltgs NA
thonals, grenerally ooked upon as the best
n thes it ry Jack Pflepter nf the same
team, one of the hest leDthanders tn the
buslticss: Pyang Owet fthe Clhdengo
Amer anm; (hien o L rilt of the Cleve-
land Amerieans, Tome ITuehes of the
Washinglon Americans and Yank™
HBrown of the itlndeiphin Nationals
Georgs Btona whi Irdd the Americnn
lengiie hatters Inet geason, s an Omalia
gradunts, and many of the players whone
namen adorn score shecls dally are
from the Vinton sireet ot
§n
Proaperity and (the Players.

Prosperity has naturally had s efest
on the mugaments of tha people, and
the bamwe ball busineas has sahared with
all other Mnes In the general uplift. Dhies
ing the lnat Nve years the profossjonal
Eomia las bt Avanred e n etaga be.
yond foudert hopes of 1t sapporters;
snlarics for plavers have reached a ARure
thnt nd fabsu'on r of the highest
being almwst out of apparent reason,
Yet the fNgures are bassd on the wvalue
of the player to the tenm The owner
figures that a star player will darmw
etiough people to the grounds to make
up for the exceps on his monthly check,
Even un ordinary player gete enough in
his five or six months’ activity on the
Aiamond to balance the carnings of a
high-priced mechanle for & year From
$1.560 up Is nbout the rangs of pay In

the big leagues, until the 512,000 pald
to Frank Chanee, John J. MeGraw, Napo«
leon Lajole and one or two others of the

laadere ia reached The bulk of the pay
for big league players ranges Around
$4,000, which I8 equivalent to $500 =

for the time they are engnged on
the dinmond. The rest of the year they
have to themeelves. In the minor leaguss
the pay I8 not se high, but still It Amounta
to something. Back a few years a player
who drow down $1.800 for his mummar
on the ball fleld was & crackerjack)
nowndays he in cnmmon in the
Clasn A leagues, to which the Waeatern
belongs. Fifteen men Lo the team andg
a salary limit of 33,000 per month msans
that thess men draw an average of over
$60 weekly for thelr services. This sl
why a0 many of the American youlh'
strive to becoms good ball players, and
it is nlso one resson why the gquality of’
ball has improved. Some of the old boys
ingist that the gume In no faster now tham
it was fifteen years ago, but the majority
of the fans and the players think it Is
It is beyond testing, for obvious reasons)
but the Omaha team of today ocould wery
Nkely make the Omaha team that wom
the pennant {n 1888 look as If Ik ware
standing still In & contest

dp— '

Local Attendance Big.

Bomae outsids writers, uneoguatnted withf
the city, seem to mismderstand the ene
thusiasm that prevalls hore over the gamey,
and maks Mght of the reported attemdance
At the games In mo instanoe has the nune
ber present been purpossly padded; theg
truth {s enough. It is, of course, tmposs
pible_to give exact figures, as the man«
agement prefers to keop that much of itg
buminess secret, but the round numbe
stated by Ths Hes dally are clore enocu
to facts for all practieal purposss. The
photographs from which the (llustrationg
with this article are mode were taken
last Bunday at the park, during the gam
between Omaha and Des Malnes. Nelth
of them shows the entire fleld, but tha
arowded condition of the stands and tha
fleld are plalnly enougn shown, During
the last winter Becratary Hourke of lhq
local team made an examination of theg
records of the gamoes played since the
league was organizged, and found tha
Omahba had averaged a few over 1,000 pt!i
attendance for each game playesd durin
the slx seasoms The figures for the press
ent year will go above thal. This makeq
Omaha the best ball town of its populas-
tion n the United States. Other tenng
owners in the lsagus reclise ths benefly
Omueha has besn to the league, and ads
mit that, no matter bow much Omaha
may be eritiaiped for other things, thew
got the money here. The players know
they wiil got falr treatment from the
Omaha fans, and the owners know that
they 'will get gute recelpts enough to make
their visll profitable, and that is why
Omaha is the most popular town on the
cireult.

month
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Uncle Sam’s Letier Carriers a Carefully Chosen Force

N no branch of the publlo sarvics
is o higher degree of moral char-
acoter required than with the let-
ter carriers. Appointment to the
service In based wholly upon the

elvil service examinations, which, while

not necessarily sovere, require a geood com-
mon school education. knowledge of geog-
rephy, mathemsatics, ability te decipher ad-
dresses and a fair knowledge of the city
or town In which the applicant expects Lo
be employed, His rating is based upon
anything over ™ per cent and he is then
placed upon the eligible st for appotnt-
mant as a substiiute. With the appliea-
ton thore must also be an endorsement
of five reputabls oltizens, not related to
the applicant, and a statement frem his
smployer. Once appolnted as a substituts
or meguilar carrier he must executs & surely
bond of 51,000, The government will not
acoept a personal band. The age Umit for
oarrierm is from eighteen to forty years
with specisl exceptions in the cass of elwl
war and Spanish-American war velerans

Omoe placed on the eligible llst the exam-

matton stands good for one year., If he 1

pot made a substitute within that period

he must be re-sxamined
From the list of eoligibles the suhstituts

list Is made up. The substitute ordinarily
has to walt from one to two yeurs for a

regular appointment. Prior to July 1, 1807,
the substitute receives a salary of $l per
year, should he happen to not be called
to Al the place of o regular carrler.
Blnce July 1, he Is to recelve thirty cents
per hour for tme wctually employed.
The substitute must report at the
postoffice each mopning. In thea Omaha
yostoflice dare fourteen substitutes, who
must bLe ready at any time to do the

work of any one of the 107 regular carriers,
Generally the substitutes ftake the place
of tha carriers who ure sach allowed Af-
tean days' vacation each yvear. Once upon
the regular list the earrier begins work
at 300 per year., and this is increased wlfter
the soccond year annually at J10 per year,
the maximam salary being 31,100,

The average welight of the mail earried
In the business districts of & eity the size
of Omaha on each dellvery Is forty
pounds, but fn the winter ssason this gay
run up, eapecially during hollday tigies,
to seventy-fiva pounds per man, In ths
rosidence dlatricts the malls are lightar.

Under no ciroumetances le the letter oar-
rler permitted to work more than elght
hours por day, He must so time hia de-

liveries as to complots
elght hours from the time he leaves the
office until he returns. His time is checksd
a8 he goea out and as he comes In. He
miay work less than elght hours, but he
must not work over that number of hours,
If he does po, 1t is o violation ef the post-
office regulations and he is linble 1o sum-
mary discharge without furthar notice for
disobedionce of orders. This eight-hour
rule became necessary through some of
the carriers in an eastern city turning in
claima for overtime, which became so ex-
pensive that the deopartment resolved to
put a stop to It and Nmit the work of the
carriers to eight hours

Most of the carviers walk In thsir deliv-
eries, particularly In the business and inner
residence distriots., In the congested busi-
noas districts mounted or wagon delivaries
are made, In Qmahsa fourteen are mountsd
carriers or deliver by wagon; two or three
dellver by horseback In the sparsaly mettled
suburhan districts,

Omiaha has four sub-stutions. Thirtesn
carriera deliver from Btatlon A, sleven from
Btation B, and six sach from Btations C
and D, The remalning saventy-ons carriars
dellver from the maln office down town.

The oldest lotter earrier In Omaha in

his work during

GROUFP OF OMAHA MAIL CARRIERS

AT THEIR FICNIC,

point of servics is John H. Tebbins, who
way appointed Beptember 2L, 1§78, The next
oldest In point of servics I8 Andrew Peters
son, appointed August I8, 1877, A. J. Latey,
superintendent of carriers, has heid that
ofMce eloven years, having been appointed
nuperintendent In 168, He frst entered the
postoffice service in the malling division
in 1888,

Four colored men are inciuded in the
Omaha regular force of carriers. Thease
men are old-timers and are regarded as
among the most reliable of tho entire foroe,
ranking with the white carriers o
Intelligence, honesty and efMelency. Thess
men niike deliveriea In the business dis-
trict. In the twenty years past there has
been but one dlamissal frem tho lettor oar-
rior foros for dishonesty., and but four for
negleat of duty, such as loltering and for
drunkennanss,

All carriers are ecxpocted to wear the
reguiation untform, which must pro-
cure thamaedves. The pouches are furnished
by the government, Carriers are permitied
to recelve letters for registry and may
also sell stampe to patroos. They cannot
well money orders. In the matter of de.
liverics the oarrier is not required to ascend
stalrways beyond the secend foor In bulld-

well

they

Iings whers Lhere are no elevaters. They
are not required to Aellver mal!l when the
people of the houss are absent except
upon the written order of the patron. Housa
letter boxes muast be absolutely safe and
securs (o recelve mall dellvered by carrier.
The carrier 18 not required to deliver mall
at the back door of a resldence, but {s re-
quired to deliver It only at the most con-
venlent door. They do not have to deliver
mall at houses where contagious diseascs
prevall, or #at housen where viclous dogs
are permitted to run st large about the
premises In the matter of complainta or
faultinding, the matter 1s usually adjusted
by the carrier, when hie sttontion s called
to it

Every convenience and comfort

is pro-
vided at the Omaha postoffica for the
ietter carviers, They have a spaclious rest
room whers they can lounge aliout when

not on duty. Lockers are provided for each
uf the carriers, and bath rooms, with show-
ar baths, tollet and lavatories are
provided for thelr spocinl use.

The carriers are continued in thes poarvics
s long as the are phyuically able to per-
form the work, without regard to age Ne

roamn

proviglon I8 made by the government for
the retirement of lelter carriers on a pens,
sion, An effort has been made &t almowly
every congreas during the last fiftesn years
to secure the passage of an o0ld age pene
alon bill for carriers.

The carrlers have an organization koowmy
as the National Assoclation of Letter Cure
rlers, which s Alsiinctively an insurance
organization based very much on the ordep
of the ordinary fraternal association, ‘I‘h*
loweat Ife benafit |a §00 and the highes
$2,000, the assessments being pald momhl:\
Slek benofits are aiso provided which pers|
mits the payment of §1 per day during the
llinesa of the member for a period not ta
sxceed thirteen weakn The natiomal aswos
ciation meels blennially. There sre altu‘
state asscofations and local branches, all
of which afMllate with ths national
ciation. Omaha has a thrifty branah, whi
Is known as Omaha branch No, &

The deltvary of "special lotigre i Ine
trusted to the specia) dolivery omrriers,
who are not membera of the regular et '
onrrier force. Thess are genarally boy
and are appainted without examinstiom
the discretion of the postmastes,

WIVES AND CHILDEREN OF THE OMAHA 8AIL SAEETRE '



