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HIDN the orewds on Farnam
street yaised thelr volces to
chesy the American oar In the

New Yeors-Parls automoblle

race a8 It chugged its way to
the garage they were uncon-
mulously paying & tribute to a band of en-
thusiasts that fourteen yoars ago inaugu-
mtod the cross-country relay race as &
pastime and &8 & fest of endurance and
specd

The original band of cranks 4ld wpot,
lowever, depend on the wsubtie foroe of
exploding gasoline wvapor te move thelr
enachines more than half way scroms the
contineat. They themselves furnished
the motive power and they Hisrally
“kicked” thelr machines aleng the flowing
road from Whashington to Deower. The
ocoasion of this first test of whesled
vehicles was & measage from Henry T.
Thurber, privats sscretary to President
Cloveland, to Governor Waits of Colorado,
want when the Leagus of Amaerionn
Whealmsen was holding its annual ocon-
vantlon In Denver. The enthusiasts who
took the message at the stats, war and
navy bullding ln Washington and swirled
it wcross the oountry more than 3,000
miles to Denver ware members of the
leagus, The blcycla “crase” was at its
Thelght then and the race against time
was o fitting clilmax to the popular wave
in favor of the two-whesled craft.

It was more than this, however; 1t
served as a test for the first time of the
renl value of tha bloyola ander conditions
where roelays could be established and
wpeed wns essentisl. After that race had
beon run, with popular demonstrations
il nlong the course, the publia was ready
to crown the Dbleycle king of wheeled
vehlclea

The present rnce of the auto cars across
the continent differs in many respeats
from the bloycele race in the summer of
1504 In the latter race the machines
which left New York will try to make
the entlre course, In the bloycls contost
agninst Ume the course was divided Into
reluys of five inlles sach wherever possie
ble, and the hlack bag contalning the
prosidential messnge was the only object
which traveled the entire distance, Tha
progepl race nlso comes at a later period
in tha automoblle ‘truse” than the Wash.
ington-Denver contest 4id in the blayele
ragve. Bothsare allke, however, In thut
they were the longest tests made at the
time they were run, In the bloycls race
the black bag reached ILa dostination
thirty-sevan hours ahead of schedule time,
while In the present contest of nuto cars
the first car ia several days late already,
This can be satisfactorily sxpialned by
the exceedingly bad weather encountered
by the autolsts, who can also point to the
very good weather with which the wheal.
men were favored,

it is also Interesting to note that the
military ear which left New York Feb-
ruary 18, bound for Fort Leavenworth,

ROBERTS  PUSHING THE AMERICAN
CROWDED BTREDTS ON WEDNESDAY.

CAR THROUGH THE

and roached Omabin March 1,
coursa sabout 00 miles longer Lthan Lhe
whealmen did In & [ttle  more thun
twalve days, while the wheelmen muade the

covered &

distancs in & few hours more than four
days. Allowing for the fact 1hut the
whealmen rode day aond night, Lthere are
still several days In thelr ftavor when

time alone I8 consldered, Hut the wheals
man who wstill has the old fever in his
bloed will silll Inmlst that e distunce
from New York to Omahu hns beon covs
ered by slngle riders lo less than thire
toan days years ago.

Omne thing In common in practionlly all
of theses across-continent and around the
world races will be noted with considerable
pleasure and pride by the loyal Omahan,
They all come Wirough Umaha. Could any

better proof ba olfered that nature Ine
tended Omaha to be the Gate Cliy of the
west? The army oar starting from Gove
amor’'s Ialand, the Parly cars, which left
New York Clty and the bleyvele race with
Washington an its atarting point, all | en _ed
directly for Omahs, though wll of 1hem had
different terminals in the wesl. The ariny
oar, headed for Fort Leavenworth, Kun,
the Farisw coars are on thelr way to San
Franclsco and the wheelmen in 181 had
Denver as thelr objective poini, but ail

of theam came through Omahn

Not only these three contests, elther, In
the last decads or two, hundreds of globe
trotters on bicycles, In automobiles, on
foot, carry thelr luggage or wheellng 1t in
barrows In front of them, have crossed the
continent on thelr way to all parts of tha
world. And practically all of them came
through Omaha.

A gateway for the commercial traffie
of the west, Omauha Is recogulzed far aund
wide evén by the "freak’ travelers ta the
orosning place into the reglen of moun-
talns nnd plains, After leaving here the
paths of tha travelers may diverge somes
golng southwuest, soms due west and others
northwost, but all of them lead out of
Omaha.

These travelers do not come
because they like the ocity,
hoapitality of the people Im a matter of
fame. In thess oontests speed, or what
amounts to the same thing, a short course,
is the maln consideration, They coms
through Omaha becauss It is the way
nature made for the trafflc of the estate
on Its way westward,

The racing automoblles courtsd the worst
kind of weather conditions when they left
New York for a transcontinental trip al-
monst (i the middle of winter, The wheels
men chose thelr time In the middle of Au-
gust with a full moon und prospects for
the best of weather. The prophscy of good
woather came true during the greater part
of the race, but when the black bag reached
North Platts the favorable conditions
changed and the weathor £od poured out
all his reserve stors of wind and rain ap-
parantly In an eaffort to make the race &
fallure just as It was about to come to &

to Omaha
although the

M. B. Hatch

H. B, Fredrickson.
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HOW THE ARMY MACHINE LOOKED JUST BEFORE LEAVING OMATA FOR LINCOLN SUNDAY AFTERNOON.

triumphal conclusion, How (he weather
god came to grief in his contest with plucky
young American wheelmen is well known
to bloyclists of the old school, and It
makea a ahort but thrilling story of ad-
venture In which Harry Mulhall and Ed
Cox, two Omaha printers, are the heroes.
The great rolay bleyele race had been
heralied for davs in ndvance by the nows-
papers all over the country and the atton-
tion not anly of wheelmen, but of all other
tlass of men, women and chikiren who de-
light In featnm of wirength, aglllty or spead
wan concentrated on the plucky riders,
For days In advance relay riders each to

cover a distance of about five miles had
been welocted all wlong the course from
Washington to Deaver. Bloycle organizas-

tions In each of the principal cltics nlong
tha way made ceverything else secondary
to the blg event and elaborate and detalled
plans ware made to cover every inch of the
way without a hiteh,

Bome of those who had watched the plans
of the cyclists predicted fallure as the res
suit of the attempt. Up to that time the
relay race on as elaborate a scale ne this
had never been attempted, There were &
thousand ways in which it might have
come 10 a sudden and abrupt finlsh, At
least the maintaining of a schedule over
il kinds of ronds, under all conditlons
through night and day for an estimated
period of elght days meemed like an un-
dertoking full of possibilities of fallure.
A hitch at one of the thirty-three division

CAPTAIN HANSEN,
ot g

American Car,

Polar Expivrer

that would defeat the entire purpose of
the rapce, The fallure of one of the several
himdred relay rvidors to do his part as it

had been muapped out for him might mean
of the whole affair.
But no such hitch occurred. Fromn the min-
uta the black bag was delivered to the first
rider in Washington until it was safe In
the hands of Governor Walle of Colorado,
ity progress wis not stayed for more than
# few minutes at any point and usunlly
ft wan caught up from the hands of the
tired rider at the end of his diviglon by
the new rider and whisked away without
a Aelay of a secomd. Throughout the en-
tire 2000 miles of the course sveryvthing
worked like a clook. Every man was nt
his post, every man Jdid his duty. The
secret of I all was the marvelous organ-
isution of the and  the enthusl-
nsm of the young men who did the actual
work

Flguratively speaking,
warg on the black e
War and Navy bullding In
when It droped just at pnoon on August
g, 184, Chief Consul George B. French and
’ C, Rousaville of the League of American
Wheelman caught up the binek bag and
fiazhed out of sight, followed hy the cheers
of the orowd and the hig roce was startod
At the end of their division they topsed the

a serfous stoppage

wheelmen

milllons of eyes
ball on the State,
Washington

vias. v WILth the

pointa, the fallure of & single one of the bag to the next palr of viders and befors
thirty or more organiastions that partici- dark It was well on Its way down the
pated in t, might eamily canse a delay Cumberiand valley. The riders falrly flew

ile Races Contrasted

k Huge
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Throneh Comberiand early in ths morning
of the following Jday, more than an hour
ahiead of the schadule; through the moun-
tainous dpitiot af West Virg y, on Into
Ghlo {1 dlanapolie, Crawlfordsvill
Jacksonvi le, 1L, Bur Inzton, [a,, avd acrivs
the hroad flields of the Fawkeye stale,
over the Douglas astreet bridge, through
Omaha, over the level road that skirts thes
Piatte river to Julesburg, and then by as
giraight 4 course g could be found into

the clty of Denver, and up 1o the eapitol,
where Conrge M, MeCarthy, the last of the
relny, covering the filve milen of the
trip In less than twonty minotes, delivered
the hlack Lag Into the hands of o reproesent-
atlve of the governor, ®ix days ten hours
and thirtyv-seven minutes after 1t had eft
Washington, beating the schedule time by
thirty hours nnd
minutes.

Inst

seveln tweniy-three
when the
It# enthuni-
though (U was 10:30
o'clock at night. Governor Walte made o
epecch nnd the clty thrown open Lo
the riders. who had fallowed the mossage
on trains ufter thelr work had
been done

Omaha viders have n
important part In the race. When Goeorge
Willlamson of Council  Blafte  scorched
noross the Douglas streel brdge ot 8062
o'clovk FPriday ovening he throw the bag
to J. L. Livesey, who oarried it to Bonson
in twenty-six minutes and dellvercd it o
the next rider, who whinked it on Its way
te Fremont, Then it was twenty-soven
hours ahead of time, showing that sven
with the disndvantage of the waorst streteh
of road on the course and tha only bnd
weathor the Nebraska and Colorado ridera
gained ten hours betweesn hare and Denver,

Two Omaha rviders, Harry Mulhall and
¥4 Cox alwo came to the rescos Lo prevent
tho only serfous hiteh between Washington
und Denver. The waorst stretoh of road
between (he two eltles was reputed to lie
betwean Ogallaln and Juleshurg, Riders In
the weet know and sonkoquently the Jules-
burg oyclists refused (o come Rcross the
state line for the mossnge and insisted it
wan up to the Nebraska enthusinste to get
the message across the line into Colorado,

Whoelmen who were In Donver

moprnigy  arrived romombir

aktle reception, evon
wnna
part of the

right to “claim an

When the cnll was made for voluntoesrs
Mulbnll and Cox offered thelr servicos, not
knowing exactly whit they ‘were up
aguinat. They had been told there wis o
well defined road between the two cities
wnd were hardly prepared for the actual
conditions thoy found

Even in the best of weatber and In day-
light thelr task would not have been a Vory
inviting brut Maliors wWorse,
It began to rain and blow Just befure the
rlders renched Ogalluln at L3 Baturdey
night. The storm inorbased and when the
two Omahans started out on thelr trip over
the prafvies it was to enter pitchy darknoss
with nothing to gulde them. Instead of a
Yarell defined road,' they found only the
trackless pralrle. Bofore they had gone far

one, to make

» Whalls
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MACHINE NMECEIVED BY THRONGS ON BUNDAY.

they had fallon into thres sand Adraws and
an Irvigation diteh. Fishing themselves and
thelr whoels out of the latter, with the fow
clothing they had managed Lo
keep dry fram the raln, drenched, and aftee
discovering that they had been riding in &
circle a part of the time, they left the track-

threads of

less prafvle and took to the rallroad. Thay
mude n path in the durkness a part of
the way along the wide of the track and

then diemounied and walked the ties, They
walked through Brule and on to Big SBprings
on the trucks und then tried to ride again,

“To be drenched with rain, to go sprawi-
Ing inte the mud and water tme after time,
to hivve your trousers and shoea hacked to
pleces by mismng the pedals In the darkncss
was bad enough,” sald Mulhall, discussing
the trip, “but these woere nol ths worst
fontures by any moans. The very worst
dikcomfort we suffersd was the lack of
drinking waler. From the times we left
Cgallals untll we got to Blg Springs we had
none excopl what we lapped up from hoof
tracks In the sand, This was cloan and of
n ogeod guality, but it was hard to get
Wao had 0 e on our faces to drink (L
Al Big Springs we gut a drink, but during
the yvemainder of the trip we had to resurt
to the hoof tracks again,

“The coyotes bothered us some tpo.
There mseemed to be a pack following uw
We shot at them several times, but In the
durkness we could not Lell whether we hit
thiuin or not."

Flually, at 5:10 In the morning the two
coverdd from bead Lo feol with mud, thelr
trousers torn off from (he knees down,
arrived In Julesburg. In the darkness they
almost missed the place and it was by ne-
eldent Mulhull happened to ask a young
fellow who walked lelsurely toward them,
what town It was, *“Julesburg,” he replled,
Then they realiged Lhe young man was Lhe
next relny rider and he was to relleve
them. Mulhall threw the black bag at him
and as he mounied his wheel the iwo
emptied thelr six ahooter. It Ia needless to
sy the rider got out of sight without much
deélay

Mullinll and Cox were so thoroughly en-
erusted with mud the hotel keoper in Julos-

burg refused to mnllow them to enter the
hotel They Were shivering outside the
bullding when w friondiy brakeman f[rom
Denver calted the bluff of the hotel man

snd secured lpdging for them. After cleans-
ing up they went on ta Denver and were
there when the black bag came In,

hardest of the
Wanhington and Denver,
soction was Also

In addition to vwing tha
roluy's belween
the Ogallnia-Julesburg
tha longest The two moen coversd he
ihirty-seven miles belween the two LowWna
In five hours and forty minules,

Battling wilh snow drifta in Indiane may
joy to an auto driver, but thoase
two men will testify there are hardsiips
just aa mevera (o be encountered in Lhe
good old summer time on the plainy of
Nebraska.
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Unique Collection of Whims and Fancies of People in Various Moods

ORONATIONS and conventions,
treaties and court-martials, bat-
tle, murder and sudden deall,
may divide the flrat pagos of
® ysar's papers belween themne

selves—but that s not tha
whole story of the mnews All thia
muy béa Lhe [mportant gist of the

datly harvest, meay Influence history er
affect the greatsst number of people, but
there Is another alde to the subject. This
s the “human Interest”’ sort of thing, the
trifling happening, which yet tells as does
nothing else of man's orsdulity, joys snd
sorrows—of his dally Hfe iwself.

Nineteon wseven's 866 days have been
rich in such news The supreme oourt
of Miswissippl, for instancs has declared
(It was on November 11) that ‘“Geo to
hall!" In not profanity, An Ohle tribunal
has sdjudicated Mr. Bealtey's whiskers
(Wellston growih) to be worth BL &
#as company having te pay that sum for
thelr destruction In an explosion. The
newasdenler In the Albany (N. X.) depot
has offered & New Yorx central Rallroad
timelable s the funnlest book oo bis
sland.

The French capital has dona even belter
than these things. The Paris chief of
poller, having sent out to the neighboring
Communsas photographs of an  escaped
oriminal, tn sach coase submitting six In
As many posss of the man, recelved the
following dispateh from & southern dls-
trict: “Five of the oriminals whose photo-
KTapha you sent already arrestod; we are
wie the track of the sixth."

Divorve Co’un Whims.

In Lthe divoreoe courts the twelvemonth
has shown us thet, In Jawrence, Mass,
A wife may not with Llmpunity
g0 through the pockets of her woreer one

&1 luaat,

third; David Walker's marriage e was
legally cut o Just Lthis ground Wilming-
ton. el has offered the sight of mother

and married daughter Jdefondents in twe
divorce sults brought In the same court;
bul FPorugia, ltaly, boeats all of thess.
Slgnora Hallior] saked 1o be pet free from
hor husband, elaming he had wnether
wife. Balliori oalmly asdmitted this but
added et he had twe bearts—why net
tng wives? Physiclans bore out this
satement, aond the ocourt (With unan-
aworable logic) decided that two homse-
hoide were perfecily right, snder the eolr
CuinElanCces.

Mrs, John Wade of Sloux City, Ia., saked

for release from Mr. W., and filed hor peti-
tion in verse. "A Matrimonial Idyl" ran
the heading, and a couple of the elghty-
three wtanzas road:

A subatituta for man (s the latest hit—

Just keep a t.lo? to growl and & cal Lo apit,

A parrot, too, (for he can jaw and swear!)

A monkey to dispute and pull your halr,

Don’t think you need u man to strike oven
& muateh

There are belter piaces a light to soratoh

Talmage sald matches In heaven are made,

But the brimstone attachments show where
planas are lald,

The case still hangs—llke the meter.

Columbus, O., and Sayviile, N. Y., rnoed
each other in feather wondera. In March
the Buckeye capital turped out & white
crow, which, gulte paturally, led & flock

of the usual hue. *“He'll bring good luck
to Alum Creek,” wns the Marion ecounty
judgment—but the speakers were none of
them corn planters. Bayville made reply
in November, F. 8. Jonea the month pre-
vious bought & Jet black bantam rooster;
in four weeks it had turned snowy white!
And Bayville wanls to know If Luther

Barbank has been tampering with the
Noew York egg crop

Nalghboring Binghumton reported a hen
thut had adopled two tiny plga, after the

losm of her own brood of chicks, and was
keeping them wurm under hler maierna)
feathers

Beoretary Loughman of New York's Cen-
tral park, recelved last March the follow-

Ing latter, writtén, of course, in a childiah

hand:
“Denr Mr.

Btevens & baby
Do you Dbring

Btork: Please bring Franceas
boy.
clothes,
FRANCES BTEVENE'

her Tith year. That she has Lhree Umes
been widowed will not mattes, as the awesl-
heart in question has himself survived four
wivies

A parallsl stopy cams from SL Louls in

A white
ton?

Ploase
Lruly

ane,
Yours

Mr. Loughiman advised that the depart- April. J. B. Bundren, st 100, and Mise Rosp
moent was temporarily out of while boy MoGuire, admitiing an  even 10, wore
bables, but had filed the application for wedded at Inst, The final two words seem

attention when the next lot should come In

Remantie

The
other end

yehr's

Huh ronance, Mra

age, Herte, alter more than a half century’'s

separation, salled

there n lover of

quint
of life's ladder

proper under the circumstances. The two
hud been parted In youth by stern parents

Frenka, but love and fulth disecanted even four-
hinppentngm al the NoOre Yomres
inelude an Eng- New England contributed its share to

Kilen Hriggs of Hieven such events when H. C. Wil ngod 06

wnd Mise Esther Crawford, nged Wer
or Australia W marry married In Towell afier a two werks' a0
her youth, and Lthis s guaintanve; and whon Dridgeport nrn-

Edward Bkin-
only @,

nounced the elopement of

who s EL with a mald of

Mary Curtis.

ner,

France

time,
nnd

Mutgoll
thing,

Francola Leclup of
has this year, and fur the second
pronounesd dend, oply vive
interrupt the funeral Mrs
of Huntingdon, W. Va., did

Angouleme,
hwaon oo
Fred

thie snumd

though It was her Initial appearande In
the uncanny role Whoen. she rosa in her
coffin thore was 1nofe 1han a panke amang
the gathered and joovenfal freiends, Tun-
ton, Md., thought (Janey 1) el Just mueh
another case, for the boarers Were
lowaring the coffin int i trench A volee
from It directed ‘Lot me dovwn eaey.'
Upon which It was dropped—<and leter a

F. J HRALBE
Holt County

D. V. BTEPHEN
Dodge County

.

. W. BROWN,
Lancaster County

1. 3. DI'NN,
Dougias County.

ventriloquist was arrested for a sadly mis-
plaoed practical jolie,

Burcly, wpeaking of funerals, one may
record  the playfulness of n Bag Harbop
shark, who in August mistook a torpedo
for & fish. And also the finding In & Mex-
fonn postoffice of a packol of letters writs
ten back in the mid-seventies. Thin last
han been accepted aas full vxplanation of
why at lenst some of the letters ahe longed

for never camae

Text Pitted to the Evenis,
Bavville was onlivensd one April Hunday
Rev, J. B, Hams-
on wenk founda-
ln~

by ithe odd aptness of
text not
he announeced, and at the same
pulplt ouk collapsed

fitting was the decoration con-
'rince Henrvy of the Nother-
England's Edward, Quesn Wil-
had saved o wscore of

mill's "Laan
tione,™
#lefit thea

Qiilte as
Terred

lands by

I

helming's oonsort

lives mt the time of the wreck of the Ber-
i, nearly drowning himself in the at-
tetnptn, Now he las been made & compan-
lon of Uwe Ceded of the Dath

New York has produced s pon-sinkable
Germian—too fat to tommit suicide In At
Imntic busin, though he tried his Teutonest;
but Indiana university hasn surpassed all

the other sttempts of 1067 to lllustrate the

irony of fate Colanel Bryan offered an
ehasay prigo there, and now It has bean won
by a genlus who wrote oppoMing the gov-
ernmont owpership of rallroads
Guatemnals mode s bid for [irst place
when (n April) President Cabrera lssued

the arrest of Francisco Rafas,
was & criminal in that he

wirrants [os
un odivor. He

hud dared to print the presidentinl mes-
snge on the back page of his sheel

Farin o to her wcaped prisoner epl-
sovde 0 churneteriatle tem when, last April,

bogan o perfume its subway lnes with

i R of Araby Lhe blest

And Qear old Lunnon sent in no jeas than
threw geod “tiys’" for head of the bast in
the yoar's second month It repoarted B get-
temar, Thompsan by name, Who had been
In Iu i 1 } # perfectly healthy,
Jusit r s wan followsd up, In May,
with & « by il Of the arrest of hall a

N Wl giris who had beon caught
throwing dic for n ikl August saw
Lord Waelsingham out shuoting wasps on
the wing with a rifie

Henel Natssant, s member of the French
Legion of Honor, and Btefan Magsley, of

New York City, beqguoathed specified sums
for the cost of joliifications &t Lhalr fu-
Bernle. ~New (vioans Tunes




