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It i to be noted that a democratle
eonvention is not a waterways conven-
tion.

“What shall we do with the Black
Hand?"' asks the Philadelphia Press.
Amputate it.

The weather bureau has furnished
some figures on the “mean tempera-
ture” for February, It was,

Don’t grumble about the weather.
March is the nature fakir of the calen-
dar and bas to live up to its reéputa-
tion,

John Burroughs refers te an ac-
cuded nature fakir as "‘an unconscious
inyentor.” That I8 Bostonese for s

D T S S——

The rallroads deny that they are
working aplnrt Mr. Bryan. They
are not even golng to close the tele-
wraph office at Falrview,

Dorothy Russell has just married a
Japanesa merchant prince, Dorothy
is already on the second lap in the race
to tie her mother's record.

]

"Kings are a necessity,” says the
Pall Mall Gazette, Perhaps, but they
are sometimes mighty expensive when
the other fellow holds aces.

i

Frank A. Muunsey Is tackling a blg
Job if he attempts to Improve the
character of the Baltimore News,
which he has just purchased.

The San Francisco Call has an artl-
cle ubout “The Cannon Boom {n Peru."”
Just now the Cannon boom 18 most
rampant in Pern snd Bgypt (111.),

Money must be more plentiful than
most folks lmagine, If any predatory
comblnation 18 throwing it away in an
effort to beat Mr. Bryan at Denver,

“The democrats should stop klcking
mnd come into camp.” says Champ
Clark, When a democrat stops kick-
ing he coases to be much of & demo-~
rrat.

.

“Persons born I.I-Ildt.‘l' Arles" pays
an astrologer, “always think before

speaking.” It s too bad that so few
of our politiclens were born under
Aries

‘ e ——————

“Laws are neoded In Kentuoky,"
eays Editor Watterson. While that
proposition may be open Lo discussion,
there is ne question of the peed of
law enforcement,

[

United Siates Senator Bradley of
Kentucky s called “Bllly 0.7 by his
friends. “The democrats of Kentucky
aré calling him names that do not

sound at nll ke that
]

*“l do not hear any considerable
Dahlman talk oul In the stats," says
Btate Sepator “Jim'" Brady of Boone
connty. Mayor “Jim" may bave to
swap his lariat for a megaphone,

Filty#ix divorces huve been granted
In one week fn a Tennossee county.
I Teuncsste has any resvect for the
doctrine of states' rights It will quit
encroaching on Bouth Dakote's pre
BeTVes,

| —ay

Two Meiplent’ democritie governors
occupying quarters in the Omaha city
hall at one and the same time threaten
to oyertax the capacity of that hot-

; houss of political ambitions. Lucky
that Both are st located on the mame
Loolk .\ ¥ 4]

| Senator

—— -

TH® FIRST FOUR.

Tha first four Tafl delegntes to rep-
resent Nebraska In the Chileago cons
ventlon have beén chosen and (ke res
malning places in the delegation will
be filled up within the coming week.
The selection of Benator Burkett aa
one of the delegutes for the First dis-
trict Instead of the candldate who had
been allowed to name the delegation
from Lancaster county, which la also
Burkett's home countly, re-
flects simply a determination on the
part of the rank and file of the repub-
licane there to mend men to Chieago
who are really for Taft and ean be de-
poended upon to put forth their best
efforts to bring about his nomination.
Everyvbody knows that tho presidential
preference votié in Lancasier county
and the subsequent refusal of its con-
vention to endorse Taft even for set-
ond cholee was founded slmply on po-
litlen! trickery., The factions there
fought out a great sham bhattle, the
real parposs being to slap Senator
Burkett in the face, and after they
thought they had accomplished this
object thay divided the spolls by let-
ting one slde take the dalegation to
the state convention and the other slde
the delegation to the econgresszional
convention. By commissioning Burk-
ett as ite delegate the First district
couvention has removed the bope of
contention na a possible disturbing
factor In the coming atate convention.
It must be gratifylng to republicans
genarally throughout Nebraska, who
have already shown thelr overwhelm-
ing preferepnce for Mr, Taft as the sue-
cehsor of Mr. Roosevelt, to have both
the First and the Fourth districts
adopt resolutions of ungualified ap-
proval of the Roosevelt policles to be
continned under Mr, Taft, and to se-
lect thelr most represcntative repub-
licans as delegates to carry the mes-
sage to Chicago. |

MAKING MURDER EASY.

Howard Maxim, who has just In-
vented o noiseless firearm, is panic-
stricken. He declares that he realizes
the awful possibilities of this gun and
that his conscience {8 far from easy.
“When you can dlscharge a bullet,”
says he, “with practically the same
velocity and accuracy ns with the old
gun, and do it silently, it Is evident
that you have a very dangerous pos-
sibllity.” Mr. Maxim fears that his
invention will be taken advantage of
first by those who have no right to It,
to be used with perfect adaptability in
the art of private assassination. He
wants congress to control the Inven-
tion and allow its use only by the mill-
tary and police authorities,
Unquestionably, Mr. Maxim’'s In-
vention may add a certaln refinement
to the art of taking life. The burglar
and strongarm men have been slow to
resort to the use of pistols because
of the nolse they make. With a gun
that will do its work effectively and
without noise, the greatest obstacle
to successful erime and secret as-
gagsination will have been removed,
and the perils which crime brings upon
honest folks greatly Increased.
But there is a silver lining to the
cloud. I the Maxim invention I8 as
dangerous as he would have us belleve,
it will serve to hasten legislation regu-
lating the sale and use of flrearms.
Lawmakers of the government and of
the states will have to take cognizance
of the new danger and its possibillties
for eévil and adopt stringent measures
against carrying concenled weapons.
It will be accepted as & great instru-
ment for good if it results in labeling
the man who carries a pistol, in a
peaceable community, as a publie
menace and subject to the attention
of the pollce.

THE OH10 REPUBLICAN PLATF#RM.

The platform declarations of the
republicans of Ohlo may be accepted
as outlinipg the platform of the party
that will bes adopted st the national
convention If Mr. Taft is the nomines
for the presldency and to that
extent are of national glgnificance.
The declaration reflects Mr, Taft's
well known views and posltion,
not only upon the great problems that
have besn solved or placed In the way
of satisfactory solution under the ad-
ministration of President Roosevelt,
but also upon guestions on which Mr,
Taft has taken advanced ground with-
out reference to the achisvements of
the present adminlstration.

On the question of tarlff reyision,
whieh has not been made prominent
in the present administration, owing
to the necessity of prompt actiom on
more urgent matters, the Ohlo repub-
licans take, no uncertaln ground, They
declare for:

A revislon of the tariff by o apecinl sea-
slon of the next congress, (nsuring the
muintenunce of the true principle of pro-
tection by imposing such custom Jdutles as
will equal the differonce betwesn the cost
of production at home and abroad, together
with a reasonable profit, to the énd that,
without exocssive duties, American manu-
facturors, farmers, producors and wage
eRITe™ may have adequalte proiection,

This position I In ful! accord with
the best thought of the public without
regard to partisan relations, It calls
for a consideration of the tariff ques-
tion at a speclal sesslon, probably to
be calied soon after March 4. 1909,
when the schedules may be reviged and
the question settled without the {njee-
tion of other legislative questions and
without allowing econslderations of
partisan advantage to Influenge action.
It glves the public a plain promise of
action, at a wspecified time and In a
specified manner, and cannot fail to
please and satisfy the advooates of
tarifl revision as distinguished from,
the sdvoentes of tariff destruction.

Denouncing the methods employed
fn southern stales to. disfranchise the

Lnegro, the Oklo platform proposes o

remedy déesigned to put brakes an the
abuse. It favors a reduction of rep-
resantation In congress and the eleqs
toral college In thoso states where
negroes are disfranchised on account
of thelr color. The adoption of this
plan, urged by Mr. Taft in several of
bhis public addresses, would put an end
to conditions which shable a state like
Oeorgin, for lustance, to send eleven
members to congresa chosen by a
smaller vole than Is cast In a single
congresslonal district in some northern
states, ;

On the fissues that have been
brought forward by the present re-
publican administration, Including rall-
way regulation, prosecntion of unlaw-
ful trusts, the employers’ Habllity law,
resiriction of the use of Injunction,
Impartial enforcement of the laws, Im-
provement of the inland waterways,
curréney reform and other legislation
for the benefit of the entire country,
the Ohlo republicans stand equarely
behind Presldent Roosevelt, declaring
that, “we wondorse his splendid ad-
miniatration and declare that neither
halt por retreht shall be sounded In
the march toward better government.¥

Altogether, the Ohlo platform makes
A very acceptable model for the
party's national platform.

LOOK TO THE SCROUIL, BUILDINGS.
The awful disaster in which more
than 160 innocent echildren have been
burned to death by a fire in a school
building near Cleveland admonishes
the authoritles everywhere to look to
the school bulldings,

This holocaust, which In loss of 1ife
Is almost on a par with the recent
theater cremation in Pennsylvania,
points an accusing finger at our civill-
gation, which entrusts boys and girls
to such fretraps. The rule ought to

that not another school bullding, pub-
lie or private, should be constructed
except out of strictly fireproof mate-
rials,

In the meantime, of course, we will
have to put up with the school build-
inga at hand, but they, too; should
have the fire risk in them minimized
by every possible precaution regard-
less of expense. Ample exits and
metal or stone stairways should be in-
slsted upon even in old bulldings, and
the possibility of locked doors, or
doors opening Inward only, absolutely
removed by taking the locks off alto-
gother, if necossary, and putting every
fdoor on a double swinging hinge.

If such a fatal fire as that which has
Just occurred near Cleveland should
happen in Omaha we would demand
a Erand jury indictment of every
school distriet officer who shared in
the responsibility for the condition of
the school building.

PRUOFPOSED TREASURY CHANGES.
In the general movement in prog-
ress at Washington for a revision and
rejuvenation of the methods of con-
ducting the publie business an effort
is being made to change the manner
of effecting disbursements by the treas-
ury to public creditors and also of col-
lecting dues from public debtors.
Since the foundation of the govern-
ment the Treasury department has
operated on a strictly cash basis, and
moneys once pald Into the treasury
huve been pald out ounly by treasury
warrant or by authority of specific ap-
propriations. It Is now proposed to
anthorize the secretary to pay ,out
money in certifled checks on banks
and to pecept from debtors such cer-
tified checks. It 18 argued that this
plan would greatly facllitate publie
business and would save much expensa
and delay now involved in the trans-
portatlon and exchange of actual
money, This plan I8 employed
by our states and municipall-
ties, whose officlals check against the
revenues deposited with the flseal
agents of the municipalities.

Changes In existing laws will have
to be made before the proposed re-
forms can be effected. Custom duties
must now be pald in actual gold coin,
or Its equivalent, and depogited direct
with the subtreasuries or the Treasury
departmont at Washington. Treas-
urers and subtreasurers are under
heavy bonds to protect the funds in
their charge and any attempted change
of methods, without & change in law,
might operate to relense the sub-
treasurers from LUabllity, The col-
lectors of eustoms are also under
bonds, making them responsible for
their collections in actual money, The
existing law doos not apply to collee-
tions of Internal revenues and these
might be transferred by certified
rhecka or such other method as the
Treasury department officials may de-
termina, Y

Cumbersome and unwieldy as the
existing system may be, an;” attempt
to e¢hange It would (nvolve s com-
plete revolution of the subtreasury
gystern and a radical change in the
opération of the Treasury department
at Washington, It is doubtful if pub-
lle sentiment would submit to the sud-
den uprooting of a system in vogue
since the establishment of the govern-
ment and In which the people have
lmpliclt confidence. Those proposing
the change, therefore, wlill probably
have to go slow and feel thelr way.

Colonel Bryan says It s a disgrace
that & republiean senator should be
elected from Kentucky with the help
of dewocratic votes. Would it have
been ax much of a disgrace If it had
been the other way, so that a demo-
cratlc senator should be elected by re-
publican votes? ‘

One of the nominees in the Bouth
Omaha primary on the face of the re-

turns s entitled to & place on the re-
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be lald down and adhered to firmly |

publican ticket by a majority of twe
votes, and the defeated aspirant insists
om & récount, The law entities him to
a recount for cause, but it Is worth
noting that the nomination woald not
be in such great demand unleas It was
the consensus of oplnlon that chances
of republican sudcess In the coming
city election were more than emcour-
aging.

The incorporation of the musicians
of Omaha Into an assoclation “for mu-
tual protection" may not be a labor
unlon, but It will, In all probability,
supplant the wunlon Jformerly maln-
tained by the musicians. It will be in=-
teresting to watch the success of this
incorporated body and to see whether
any of the other local trades unions
will follow suit.

The only democratic congressman
from Nebraska, discussing the tarify
on wood pulp, quoted In corroboration
from a statement by the business man-
ager of the New York World, How
any professed Bryan democrat could
draw on the New York World for cor-
roborative evidence passes ocompre-
henslon,

]

In the death of George P. Marvin of
Beatrice another of the ploneer edi-
tors of Nebraska has been called, who
in his own way and in his own fleld
exerted a strong influence. The place
occupled by Editor Marvin In Ne-
braska journalism was unique and will
not be filled by another.

Mr, Bryan expresses his dlspleasure
at the election of a republican senator
from Kentucky. He I8 apparently be-
ginning to realize the fact that his at-
tempt to dictate to the democratic
party in Kentucky has only intensified
the feud of the factions there.

If Mr. Bryan leafned of a conspiracy
to defeat him at Denver “from a man
who overheard a telephone conversa-
tion on the subject,” Benator Foraker
must have got the information that he
was a presidential candidate from
some gource llke that.

The World-Herald feels like taking off
its hat to the Bryan Volunteers of Ne-
braska.—Waorld- Herald,

That i{s not exactly what {5 wanted,
The test consists of dropping $10 in
the hat which is being passed around
by the Bryan Volunteers

The crowd brought out to witness
the arrival in Omaha of the first of the
New York to Parls auto cars explains
why the circuses have been unable to
do away with thelr street parades. A
free show i{s a great drawing card,

By remewal of work in the copper
smelters at Butte 20,000 men have
resumed employment after several
months of idleness. A smoking fac-
tory chimney 1s the gurest evidence of
returning confidence.

Tent of & Propheoy.
Boston Transcript.
Apcording to Prophet Behlatter, Becretary
Taft will win the presidency. Btill, the
usual formalities will probably be observed.

Universal Agitation.
Baltimore Américan.

Prof. Percival Lowell, the eminent as-
tronomer, announces they have found waler
on Mars. Oraclous! Have they got a local
option tight up there, too!

Ingratitade.
Detroit Free Press.

An Ohlo man has been sent to juil for
steallng n phonograph. This shows the
ingratitude of the other flat dwellors,
who should have come forward and pald
his fine,

Dolngs in Dogdayws,
Bt. Louls Globe-Demoorat,

By putting off thelr fusion untll August
Bryan and Hearst can kecp the democratic
party quiet until after the Denver convens
tion. After that the party will be helpless
and the two radical rippers safe from (ntor-
ference In thelr joint plane.

Under Individual Ownership.
Cineinnat! Commercial Tribune
The Omaha Worid-Herald is badly mis-

taken in calling it “the ¥ of Jefferson,
Jackson and Bryan.'" The gentleman from
Nebraska has wholly reformed the party
carporation by freeszing out the two old
gentlemen who lald its foundations. He ia
now sole proprietor,

Lid for the Lawleas,
Dotrolt Free Press.

The lid which it (8 mobt cssentianl abould
ba put down la a iHld on murderous an-
archy, And If it requlres a Ild as broad
ns the territory of the entire United States
and as welghty as the condemnation which
public sentiment visits on deeds like the
one in Denver to hold It down, such a 14
should be provided.

Happened Years Agwn, Too.
Bt. Louls (Hobe-Damoorat.

An official of the navy says the Ameri-
ean flest at the battle of Hantiago made
“the moat Alsgraceful exhibition of gun-
nery that ever took place on the face of
the globe,” becauss the hits avernged only
N por eent of the shots fired. Az this
sufficed to destroy all the Spanish ships
In the courss of & few hours the job looks
workmanlike to the ordinary observer, The
American people were contented with the
resuit and the Bpanish more than malls-
fled,

Laws Needed In Kentuoky.
Loulsville Courler Jouwrnal.
There's & warm discussion in Washington
a8 to whether cats should be taxed New
York newspapers are debating with vigor
and heat the guestion of whether & man
should woar a frock coat or evening clothes
o make & Babbath evening call, In lows
there I8 & movement among spinsters 1o
tex bachelors into 8 state of bankruptey or
matrimony. In loclsnd there s a law
against kisslng. When the general as-
sembly of Kentucky gets through with ity
messures o lax dogs, abollsh the “‘pin
hook" tobaceo buyer, and guard the help-
leaa citlzen of Kentucky from the templa-
tlon to buy a drink of whisky at & loenssd
bar, it might bo well 1o take up the et tax
question, to legislate a2 W the wearing of
the top hat and the “two-tall" coat, to
pass a drustic measure prohibitive of
bachelorhood, making the county & unit,
and to make it & misdemeanor or & felcony
for & love-sick swaln and a moonssiok
mald to bill snd coo beneath the harvest
moon, The consideration of these matlers
might il in thoe until March 18, and the
matter of stamplog out anarchy could go

ever until the session of 100,
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ENGAGEMENT CONTRACTS.

Comment on Bishop Seanneil's Letter
to His Dloceaan Floek.
Whashington Btar,

Btimulated, perhaps, by the “affinity”
talk In which soclety Indulged a short time
axo, sober-minded people are beginning to
take thought of the question of marriage
as a serlous proposition and are trying to
oo thelr way (o0 & solution of the problem
of mlsmating, It 8 a difficuit underiaking.
The question is so distinetly a personal one
that no brosd rulss can be lald down, The
following dispatoh from Omaha explaina
the terme of & now rule of the Catholie
church. just promulgated, which s to go
into effect after Hastor, not merely in the
diocess of northern Nebraska, but through-

oul the world:

Highop Richard Scanneéll of the Catholie
diocess of northern Nobraska made a for-
mal ruling for hila diccess today that al)
marpiage ongagoments must be made In
writing, witnessed by two persona, before
priests will be permitted to parform a mar-
ringe ceremony. He declares that enguge-
menta hiive coma to be looked upon so
lghtly that this ruling Is necessary,

Thin I8 & return, In & manner, té the old
process of calling the banna. There are
many people today who deplors the passing
of the ancient custom of the publio orying
of the names of thoss who Intend to joln
In matrimony. Thers was undoubladly a
certain formaliam about the prooclamastion
of banns that Invested the engngoement
with solemnity, “Courting’’ was no llght-
somn process, no meraly frivolous ocourse
of calls. It ‘was a serlous business, When
R young man “walked out" with a gifl he
wias  assuming a cortaln  responsibllity.
When he “set up’ with bher his responsi-
bility doeepened. And courting was suffl-
clently protracted to enable both the man
and the woman o know something about
the other's character. It was not a matier
of mecting at a dance, with a fow calls,
bouguets and boxes of candy, & thaater
pariy or so and then an engagoment ring,
followed quickly by u marriage cersmony,
and powsibly in a fow months or years by
A divorce. There was significance In the
injunetion: *“What God hath jolned to-
gether 1ot no man put asunder.*

Porsibly If witnessen must algn the en.
Eigremont agreement, to be produced be-
fore n priest will perform the marriage
ceramony, there will be fewer hasty ooup-
lingn and still fewer divoroes, The experi-
ment 18 worth trying. The real divorcs

THE FAMOUS GRIDIRON CLUD.

Unique Social Organisntion of Washe
ingtonm Newspaper Correspondenta
About thres tmes o yoir & tolesraphic

dispatoh In the Bunday newspaper tolls
that the Orifiron olub has hed another
dinner and givea some notlos of what took
place. But these synoptic dispatohos can-
not sonvey any adequats notlon of the “at.
moaphara'’ of Lthe dinner—of ita guests, of
fhe wsettings, of the quick wit and ready
humor that fiashes around the tables, Ar-
thur Wallace Dunn takes a page In & re-
cont number of Leaile's Weskly to convey
A suggestion of what happens at one of
thess functions: Gridiron dinners sre not
banguets; for that matter, the term din-
nér is a mismomer, and the more proper
designation would be to eall It an enter
talgment whers the dinner s a side lssuas,
though nonotheless pleasing, because a
man gols the best of food and drink while
enjoying the sparkiing wit and humor of
the Gridiron club, The dinner s sorved,
but it is made a secondary consideration to
the feast of good thingw which brilllant
men can provide, men who have reduced
dinner entortainment to & selence

It is the alm and Intention of the Orid-
fron ¢lub to have fun with the men of af-
falrs who think that they exude nstatog-
manship and business soumen whenever
they asgeak or appear In publio. No man
Is too weighty In the state or In business
to sscape the shafts of gridiren wit And
what may seem remarkable the victima
come again and again to enjoy the grid-
iron dinners. That |s bocauss there s no
venom In the wit, no vitrlol In the satire,
no intentional hurt In anything sald or
done,

The latest anhuval dinner in a falr fius-
tration of what a gridiron dinner meana
Its guests comprised the president of the
United Btates, several members of his cab-
inet, the vics presidont, the speaker of the
house of ropresentatives, ‘senators, ropre-
sentatives, ambassadors and ministery from
forelgn countries, army and navy officers,
a bishop of the Episcopal chureh, Willlam
J. Bryan, Judge George Oray, Judson Har-
mon and other men prominently mentioned
In eonnection with the nomination for
preaident, editors and writers of periodicais
and prominent papors, business men of
substance and world-wide reputation, pro-
fessional men—altogether a galaxy of prom-

problem goen back to the question of hast
In morrisge and that In turn goes back
to the evll of hasts in engagements, Par-
hapa the Omahn bishop has touched the
ocenter of the troublas,

WATERWAYS,
—

Frealdent’'s Message in Line with the
Sentiment of the People,
Philadelphian Record.

The couniry is fully awake to the Impor-
tance of the general and systematic im-
provement of our wuterways. The presi-
dent's message transmitting the report of
the Waterways commission, an unofficial
erganization, will bo recelved with keen
Interest and hearty approval. It is high
tima the country ceased to denl with the
problem plecomeal and through  soveral
separated br._nhcht.-u of the government, and
determiined Bn a plan of uction to be per-

sistently and consistently adhered to.

The problem |s vast. It can never be
completed, for it will unfold as was o
along, and much of the work will be ox-
pensive. Wo have 25,000 miles of navigable
rivera and as much more that can be made
navigable, and we have oanals, and along
the const we have channels some of which
nead Improvement and all of which need
to be connected In order to make them
thoroughly useful.

The task Is not simply one of naviga-
tlon. It ipcludes the use of rivers for Ir-
rigation and for the devolopement of power
and their uss na pounrces of water supply
must be kept constantly in mind. The
rallroads have diverted traffie from the
rivers by making special rates whers thelir
competition was felt. They have acquired
canals to prevent thelr developement and
Eeneral use, Water power companies have
dummed streams without providing moeanas
of navigution around thoelr obwtructions,
and clties and towns all over the eountry
have been emptyving thelr sewers in the
streams from which other towns must
draw their suppiles of water, Much has
been done for the Improvement of navign-
tlon by national appropriations, but not
In a systomatic way, The states are grad-
ually mwakening to the sanftary aspects of
the matter,

The time has come for national direction
of wnlorway uses and Improvements whefe
more than one state is affected. The most
valuable regulator of rallroad rates I8
Waler transportation, and the railways can
ba left mostly to themselves if the fluid
highways are openod and kept open to all
who would use them.

FPERSONAL POINTERS,
—

Dr. Paul Rlumenthal, a fudge of Ham-
burg, Germany, Is In Boston for the pur-
pose of studying the probation system.

William Rockhill, Amerioan miniater to
China, with Mrs. Rockhill and sulte,
have anlled from Beattle for Peking on the
Minnesota,

Lord and Lady Bateman, the latter of
whom recently made a brief vist to the
United States, have gone from London to
the Riviera,

Mra, Egan, the wife of the American min-
lster to Denmark, presented her two daugh-
ters at the first court ball of the year at
Copenhagen Baturday night,

Ex-Benator Chandler of Now Hampahire,
who has boen In publio lifs for aimost
fifty years, has kept a series of dlaries
covering that ontire period and has sst
down much of the secret political history
of the country,

Dra, M. L. Britton and Holllok of the
New York Holanleal gardens are at King-
ston, Jamaita, on a botanical sxpedition.
Thoy will make an axploration of the island
In conjunciion with the director of the
Kingston publie gardens

Rev. John A. Earl invites bables espe-
clally ta the Belden Avenue Baptimt ehurch,
Chleago, and has made every provision
for thelr comfort, even to providing surs-
ing bottles and the like to keep them gulst
wihile thelr mothers are listenlng to the
sermon.

The other day a Ban Francisco bank
deponitor asked for his meney, and was
chased Into the strect by the president of
the Institution, who was armed with a
Kun Little incldonta llke this always
make New Yorkers more content with their
own lot, hard as It may be

W. W. Rockhill, American minister o
China, will visit the viceroy of Nankin and
Hankow., China, in April aboard an Ameri-
can man-of-war, which will be escorted by
one or momw Amarican  warships, The
Journey involves the navigstion of the
Yangteo river a distance of some LEX milea

A member of congresa recently scorod
Wiashington for not eoming to the front
when dissolution with England was first
Fuggoeated and since then some senators
have expressed the opinlon that his fare-
well addresa s out of date. The wuan.
der s that ho waa ever clected president
at all,

Right Hon, Herbert Henry  Asquith,
slated to succeed Bir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman as premier of Creat Britaln, s
one of the very few members of the pres.
ent cabinet who are not Booteh, but he is
& Yorkshireman and represonts a Bootoh

“the beyond during the year. This feature

inent people that could not be assemblod
AL any other piace In the world. And what
Is more, the Gridiron club 1s the only or-
Ennization that could bring together any
such assemnblage. The alub mot only bringa
such a distinguished body of men to Ita
tables, but it entertalns them for four
hours. The entertalnment begins before
the guests are seated and continues be-
tween courses untll the midnight hour,
e ——

There are good songe at the Gridiron club,
What makes them especially taking Is that
they are adapted to the oceaslon. Usally
they are directed at a guest who Is oalled
upon to speak, and generally some very
portinent queries are made to fit a popu-
lar air and addressed to the prominent
man. At the lalest dinner, Bacretary Root,
Judge Gray, PresMent Roosevelt, and Mr. 1
Hryan wero introduced In this way. The
Roosevelt song was about Roosevell's
“wmmlile, smile, smile.”” Mr. Bryan, who was
certainly put on the gridiron, was pointedly
asked what he would do If he were defented
three times and would he make It “four,"
glving tha Nebraskan a text for ten m'n-
utes of exquisite humor,

Gridiron specches are not serfous by de-
mlgn, It ia not the Intention of the club to
have sorlous matters Injected into its en-
tertainment, although It always pays a tri-
bute to ite members who: have passed to

occuples only A few minutes, when the
room Is darkened, tha plctures of the late
members are thrown upofi a screen, & few
words are spoken and the plotures fado
away, the lights blase forth with & burst
of song, and the merriment Is resumed,
The tempation of orators to make wserious
speeches (s often too grest to resist. The
man afforded the opportunity to talk some-
times cannot resist the impulse to “drive
home great trutha.” In former years such
6 man met with severs gibes and pointed
Interruptions, That was all right for an
average senator or member of the housa,
but it Is not considered approprinte thus to
interrupt presidents, vice-presidents, and
ambassadors, Fortunately for the club,
only a few serlous speeches are made, and
it s not often that the serlousness Is of
extended duration. A gridiron speaker, If
he desires to make a hit, will not endeavor

to Instruct the correspondents In what they
should do; he will aveld an expressfon of
his viewr upon the groat guestions of the
day, but tell a fow good mortes, shd stop
befors the crowds around the tables are
wanry, It requires exporience, a high order
of talent, or careful gomching to produce
Just the right kind of gridiren eralor

The ¢lub which gives thess unigue din-
nera was organized twenty-three years ago
and s somposed of forty news-
paper coorrespondaents, representing  the
loading nowspapers of the counthy, A
number of ta members have retirad
from wsctive newspapsr work, and
rome of them are now holding fmpartant
positions under the federal government.
Thers are, In addition. a llmited Hat of men
who are especially equipped to help tho
newepaper men In thelr entertalniments
But the dinners depend on the wark of the
members, who know and write about public
men and ovants. These are the men who
have made the Oridiron club unigue, At the
same time, the club has sood for the best
there i6 In Washington jowrnallsm and has
ralsed the standard of the profession in the
national capital,

MIRTHFUL MOMENTS,

——

Son (looking up)—I want to use a word
In_this letior which is =yn e
Mother (break! Iny—Don't do it
. Have the or real dignificd

¥ proper.—Haltimore Amerlcan,

“Her descendants boast that she oame
over in the e

“Pooh! A little old tub of a aalling vesss!
thet had a hard time to do the treip In two
months! Ink of the posterity in
Gver i the Lusitania, ond h foos
over
Browning's Magasine,

GRS
d In four days!' -

mﬁm Customer—A pound of cheese,

ia or Cheddar?
rting Cultmnh(‘h I don't

Mart ‘em both scross the nter

taks the winner.—Illustrated Hits.

Are!
Iyl

"Pa, what la a philosopher?'"
“A th!n.nphv‘r, Tommy, is & man who
dosan’t worry any about financial strin-

gencies, becaune never has any money."
—Bomerville Jourmnal.

Critlo—~Now that your play s to be
lﬂluﬂ'lj produced, you oan surely give me
somne ldea an to the and ge actipn,

Plg{wnnt—-n'- 1l too I.nd:?lﬂ:e, ou
ses, the callboy and the man at the st
door haven't told me

age
ot they wi
done to It!=Modern m’ tr‘rhu il

:‘%ohn. do you love me?"

‘“‘How much 40 you love me?"

"Say ¥0 worth, Marla. Money ls tighl
Just new."'—Loulsville Courler-Journal,

“In she ar?

*h, vnr’;:em

“"What's the mecret?"

“Can't afford to outdress anybody'—
Nashville Amerloan,

“John, I met a woman today I hadr't
soen jor flve yeara'

"?l l‘ll: know rim:.:l“ -

“Yen, she recogmis me my hat."

Then the sllonce hﬂ‘ﬂl‘l‘ltl, on;nmn.—
Kansas Clty Jougnal.

Mre. Goodkind—8o0 you are an engineer,
and can’t get & job In this town! Wall,
why don’t you go to some other place?
Tettersden Torne—1 can't, madam; you

pee I'm a stntlonary engineer.—Woman's
Home Companion.

The Man—And you really think you have
an jdenl husband, don't you?

The Matron—I know 1 have. Why, he
treats me as If he wero a candidate for
office and 1 was o voter.—Chicngo News.

OPINION OF PUNKIN HOLLOW,

B E Kiser In the Record-Herall.
There's always something goln' on to make
the cowards quake with dread
And met around and talk about the dangors
that are on aheoad;
I b:thxo: .;!;u{. hrh.:n C nsl-‘ fell tha folks
orea In Rome
Expoetoz mobs would rise to drive

that t
them out of houss and home;
But thin gomlm® right along, the qld
world never swerving a Jjot,
And In & little while the crowds went back
to workin' snd forgot
When Cromwell got his dander up amd

went to knockin’ ing about,

I'll bet that lots of folks supposed the
world was guin® dp the spout;

The radicails, mposs  were blamed for

recilesaly destroyin' trade,

And probably wild howls went up for all
the changes that were made;

But England didn't to smank;
the rian hel n lot,

And In a litte while the crowds went back
to workin' and forgot.

In fact

It's always been the same old ory; we hear
it owr¥ now and then:

Some man that ain't afaid steps out and

does thinga for his fellow men,

And they throw up their hands and wsay,
because his way s strange or new,
That he has knocked the hattom out snd

things will soon be fallin' through,
But gener’ly it happens that what needs
upsettin® gets upaol,

to inculeate great truths; he will not men-

home are not cooked rightly.

baked alike without bursting.

Then we get better beans

that compares with them?
dozen cans in the house means
like them.

vonstituency, and his betler hall W Beoloh,

belng the daughiter of Bir Charicp Teunant

And we bake the beans, the tomato sauce
all together, and secure a delicicus blend,

Van Camp's pork and
baked with tomato sauce

seven times what some beans cost to get them.
We use only the whitest, the plumpest, the fullest-grown.
Our sauce is made from vine-ripened tomatoes.
us just five times what some sauce
sauce is due Van Camp's superlative zest.

You eat beans once a week now, maybe.
You'll eat them daily when

You will eat them because of their food value. Because
they are appetizing—delicious.

You will serve them because they are convenient. A

And when the crowds get back to work the
whola affair is soon forgot.

847 Nutriment

Beans are Nature’s choicest food.
Better than meat—cheaper by far

You don’t eat enough of them, because beans cooked at

And cooking takes too long,

Beans, to be digestible, must be factory cooked.

It requires a fierce heat to break down their fibre, and
you can't apply it. That's why your beans are heavy.
Ours are baked 90 minutes at 245 degrees.

on beans, and we have the faci

Ours is the accumulated knowledge of 47 years applied
to baked beans and tomato sauce. No wonder we know.

We bake in live steam, That is why our beans are all

Let us cook for you. We are exﬁerta
ities

They are nutty, yet mealy,
and the pork

beans

than you get. And we pay

. It costs
is sold for. But to that

vou know
What else do you know

a dozen meals always ready,

But be sure to get Van Camp’s. Other brands are . ot
10, 15 and 207 per can,




