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- Notable Origin of the Noble and Aristocratic Order of Twenty-niners
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Seven Well Known Omaha People Whose Birthdays Are Celebfs. 4 Only Once in Four Years

W. W. BLABAUGH.

J. H. SATTGART. A.
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HEN Jullus Cacsar came to

the rescus of Father Time

w in 4 1. C. and decreed &
naw way of counting days

and years in order to give

the  wforesald Thhne a

chance Lo cateh up with the Vernal
FEquinox, he probably did not suspect
he wue laying the foundation for an

Aristocracy of Birth In free, demo-
cratic Amierica. It is safe to say he
did not evan suspect he was doing

this, Inasmuch as he had never heard
of the vew world, but this was just
what ho 4 do. It was Jullus Caesar
who placed February 20 in the eal-
whdar eyery four years, by (hat aot
establlafiing a day to ba born upon
which 1t In tonstdered 1n this day abd
e w Apecial honor conferred by
Providence,

Arintoerats whe hold thelr posttions
by rouson of thelr famlly connsctions
are looked down upon by these sristo=
eratie "Twonty-niners,” for they argue
that to be boarn In & proud family is
an accldent entirely, while to bas born
on Juliue Canenr's extra day is evi-
dence thnlt Providenos has oconferred
o favor—denied (o most mortals,

The enthuslastle “Twenty-niner™
points out the rocords do not show of
W single cuse where ona of thelr nume-
ber his been found gullty of a orime
ngainal the !aws of his country, whils
the records do disclose that some of
them have had high honor conferred
on them, and all of them are valuahle
adjunats to soclety. It s small wons
der that with the opportmity to celes
brate but ona birthday in four years,
and with the knowledge that they have
been wet out for speclal honors by
Providence, that the Twenty-niners
#hiould feel inclined to form them-
#elves Into & body mnpart, for ons day
In four years ut least, from thelr fel-
low men

Just how ths old Roman warrior
happened to lssue the decree that had
Buch an important bearing on the lives
of wo many people is & matter of his

EMMA FULLAWAY, MR8, . W. CRAIA.

1900 was not a loap year, and it had
besn siglit long years since they had
hed a chance to ocelebrate, Lettors
came from all directlons. Bome of
the most enthuslastie lived In New
York. ©Ona of them was W, N,
Odéll of Auburn, N. Y., a brother of
former Governer Odell, Others came
from Wisconsin and lowa, but mbst
of them were from Omahn, Council
Bluffs, Lincoln and surrounding towns.
Plansy were tontatively formed for
orgunizing n national body with
fraternal and insurance featurss, but
the organisation got only as far aa
& banguet at the Paxton.

The new eélub slocted a full sot of

officers, however, and they are still
serving. Here they are: W. W. Bla-
baugh of Omaha, prosident; A. J.

Hohrer of New York, L. ¥\ Murphy
of Towa, Mre. Johnson of the Dakotus,
Mrs, G. W. Cralg of Nebraska, vice
presidents; P. W. Foster of Omabha,
gocretary and treasurer, and Henry
H. Kruger of Omaha, recording mecre=-

Whila the Twenty-niners have ex-
perienoed a lull, they do not Intend to
glve up the organizgation, and it is the

boast of the members that at any
future time It s declded to glve a
feast the membors will respond

whether Lthe old soclety In kept ac-
tively alive or not. The momboers keap
in touch with eich other, and four
years hence, If they decida to celes

brate In common, ths clan can bhe
summoned by the officers on sbhort
notice,

The mdvantages and the disadvan-
tages of belng a Twenty-niner are
numerous, so real Twanly-niners say;
but, of courms, none of them will ad-
mit he would like to be & common,
evary-day oltisen with a birthday each
twelve months, Of course the groals
el disadvaniage s the long time be-
tween birthdays, but this hos ite com-

tory, It Is well known that in the
carly Roman republic the year vonsisted
of ®h days with an extra month thrown
In ooccastonnlly to koep the galendar from
slipping up too far on the Vernal Bquinox.
Mut the old Roman prieats Into whose
eare the keeping of dates for the whols
republic was entrusted grew carsless,
They forgot to add the vxirea months at
the proper time and when they did add

them they falled to make the right
length, #o one day In 40 B, C. Julius
the Great was startled when he took

bis almanage off tha hook ULehind the
kitchen door to notlce that Father 1'tme
wan several laps  behind  the vuryal
equinox and was 0 bhadly winded he
had poor prospects of sver catnhing np.
In fact, the caletdor wias six weeks aslicad
of time.

The mighty Julius sat down and pon-

dered. He foresaw that it would not be
tong untll the industrious farmer would
huve to begin plantlog hils goru in the
stowdrifts of January In order to have
it laid by before tha Fourth of July,
whioh is the lauwdable ambition of every
progressive furmer. Heo realized how un-
peemiy It would be to celebrate tho
Fourth ln the middle of winter and huw

hard It would be for Kris Kringle to maks
his rounds with his relndeer and sielgh
with the ground bare and the thermoiue-
ter up to summer heat. The [fall eigp-
tlons would be held In the spring and
Eamer with its display of spring bon-
pets and gay dresses would come where
Christman ought to,

With the foresight and wisdom for which
he ha frequently commonded in
cammencement oratlons, the great Jallus
commaenced fo figure out a plan to avuld
all the contumion that was surely coming
Altention has often been called to the
directness with which Caesar dld things
This time wes ne exception Ha lssued
s decrea providing that more than six
weeks should be lopped ruthlessly from
calander; that the day following October
1 should not be October W, but Decsimbar
18 should not be Oetober 14, but Decembar
therenitar the year should consist of M8
dayva and that every four years one day
should be added in order to keep the cal-
endar stralght. This s what s known
us the Julian calendar, or method, of
reckuning time,

But Cacsnr's Intentions were better than
bis mathematics, His yeur averaged
“uu:-'a & hours Iin length, whils the real
yeur is 33 dayes § hours 48 minutes and 4
scconds long, Consequeatly his year waas
H vltmiten 14 seconds too long. This littls
disrepancy was not notieed at the time
ant) people went back to work blissfully
lgrhirant of the fact that while Caesar had
tmproved the 614 salendsr he had nol per-
tected I1. It was not uniil the year 162
that Pops Gregory XIII noliced that the
Verpal Bquwnox came on Murch A1 instead

Liwpn

of Muarch I, showing that ths calendar
was again outdimtancing Father Time and
Eis scythe.

The same thoughts thal bofhored Jullus
Caesar more than 150 years bafore surged

through the brain of the good old pope. would not be more than a day In 6,00
He saw it would only be a matter of time years. It was this amendment that rohbed
until the ssasons would be 80 badly Jumbled evety living Twenty-niner of a birthday
up as they threatened to be In the time in 1909, but, as it "will not happon agein
of the Nomans, The thought troubled him untll the year 2400, most of them will for-

of the calendar. which their entholle nelgh= firmed by Pope Gregory XIII, should feo!
bors declured served them right for thelr somewhat abeve the ordinary mortal who
stubbornnesan. England a1 not adopt the was Introduced Lo soclety on s common duy
ngw order untll 1781, and overy school boy Tt wns thie aristocratio feeling. coupled
hag envied George Washington becuuse ha with the lden that those who nre Arprived

heard of the promised event they were dis-
pleaned,

"We have only ons opportunity In four
years to celebrate our huabands’ birthday,"
they said In unison, *'and If these days ara

and he called the eminent sstronomer, give the pope, had two brthdays evory year, one Fob- of the pleasure of «ating birthduy cake to be glven over Lo a publlie fenst, what
Clavius, Inte consultation. Clavius knew The pope also lopped ten days out of the Tuary Il old style, and the other February every o v have something In common will become of the little family birthday
more about the stars snd the flight of calendar In order to give Pather Time an- 2, new style.  Russla ot adheres (o the  {hat lead the Twenty-ulnerd (o Joln hands  partles we hold so dear."”

time than Julius Cassar had ever dreamed other cven start, and decreed that the day ¢l style chlondor, and thul countey s Hter-  fn an organiantion that for a tine promisea When they heard this complaint from
of, und what mathemuatios he knew he following October § should be Ocvtober 145 ally thirteen days bohind the tlaes Lo he naticonnl In s meope.  thelr helpmests the men gave up the
knew right. After considerable fIUFMNR  In the Catholic countries this decres was  While all those facts may to the cosual It would have becn flourishing publlc dinner and #o this Year each
the pope finally umended the Jullan decree accepted as final, and people began count- rapder msem superfluous and fmmoeserinl, n today  undoubtedly If  an  unforeseen Twenty-niner will celebrate {n the quistude
by providing that every one hundredth yaar, ing time the new way, but in England and second thousht will sonvines him that all clement of human natute had not meserted of his own home.

1800, 1900 and 9100, should not be leap year, the othey prolestant countries, where they of themt were negessary that the modern Heelfl It weas the intenflon to celebrais I'he announcement that a quadrennial club
except every fourth ons hundredth year hated the pope and everything he did, re- Twenty-ninor might be. It s no cawse for the return of the mysiiec day this year was about to he formed in Omaha brought
heginning with the yaar 200 1t was flgured fused to nocepl Jt. In 1700 most of the surprise that If the man of worman who with ah elabarnte fenst, bhut the men who out a flood of applications for member-
that fullowing these amendments the dif- protestants decided to accept 1t, but by happencd to enter this world on thist sxirn wero planning the celebration forgot to shilp, beeause, owing to the amendment to
ference between the civil and natural year that time they had to cut eleven duys out duy ordulned by Jullus Caesar and con- consult thelr wives When thelr wivas Juliue Caesnr’'s calendar by FPope Gregory.

Out of the Ordinary Happenings That Read Strange to Most Peoplé

Rush for the Waler Wagaon.
HERE Ia a rush for temperanos

of & dog of high degres in the Orange yard.after 8 o'clock at nlght or they would sloeps op A feather mattress or on my bed 5

preaoription and went away.

(N 'J) pollce court laat weesk, The story complain o the police and he eatn off a s pHatier at the Returning a few days later, he found the
pledges In Milvale, a suburb of wis tald by one of two handsomely gowned "“The charge Is most unreasonable.” sald  talde boy better.
Pittaburg: Thousands of snakes wWonien who left court without suying who the wWoman ‘He 18 u dorg of the-most ex- Jusiloe Hray assured her that so long as “"Yes, doctor,” mald the bay's mothor, o i
have Invided the town and the they were. This woman sald she was the cmplary habits, and I would npever mnilow the dog was leensed she had nothing to prescription 4ld him A& world of good 1
boys are having & good timg owner of & valuable collle dog, of which him out of tha house after # vw'oloek Bt fear from lLis eourt left It veside him, where be could hold it
whera they dangle In the faces of pedes- the suld, the nelghbors had complalned. night. He Is loo dellcate. and last summer - in hix hand most of '-:,. time, ‘.,,.,1 he can
trinne .r.h" roptiles come from an old coa!l 8he sald the dog was never permitied out he was under treatiment by a dontar for a Heloed Him. almost rend 1t now, You -_l:dn't meen lor
mine tuAt s burning, having been deiven of the yard, but nelghbors had said that Jong time for nervous troubles and he sime- A physicion out wext was sent for to him to sawallow the paper, did you, doctor?"

she must not lat the dog roam in her own ply cannot aleep out of doors. He alwayn uttend s emall boy who was (1), He left —Horper's Weekly,

out by the flames.
The snakes made thelr appearance oha
night as men were returning from eInhs

Thosre men are the ones who hurried to
tuke pledgen, Others, leas suporsiilious
traced the trouble to !'ts real source and

fire off ths water Wagon ANAIn

Qurereat .—;‘5“-"' Wills,

1 do hereby direct the executors of tils
my will to have made out of my bunes
elreular buttons of the dimentions of from
one-half inch to one ineh In dlumnetsr

“1 further direot my sald eXeoulors to
have the skin of my body tanned and maude
into pouches

1 do boreby furthor diroet iy ald ex
evutors Lo have made out of such parts
of my body as may be sullable striangi for
the wiolin, such as are usually designated
‘cat-gut’ murings

“And 1 do herehy furiher
sald executors Lo have
adjusted to the body of a viallu,

“] hereby give, devise and bogueath unts
my beloved friond and clupmate, James
Hayes, all and singular, the buttonx, violin
strings and tanned skin made out of my
body, an aforesald, the same 1o be by bLim
distributed socording to his diseretion to
my Iintlmate frienda.”

Bo reads the will of Henry E. Sullivan,
& prominett mewber of the Nameiki ¢lub
At B West One Hundredil) siresl, New
York City., Made in all seriousness, (his
quesrest of queer wills reflscls the utllis
tarianism that has besn & facior in every
act of the man's life.

Tuls .lmlr Dos.

Pollos Justice Bray lsiangd to the lale

direct my
violin strings

oalld

Rosenberg.

MoCullvugh. Kennar, Roe. Vana Dennison. Ross. _Druker _ !
Dm’fwl-% i‘l.i' Tl(g Oﬁm HOOL WHO ARE TO MEET DES MOINES AND KANBAS CITY IN FORENSIO COMPETITION AND PROJ, DENNIBON,
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pensating advantages, All Twenty-
niners go (o Bunday school, wso
they say, and the child who

hus reached the age of 12 years
with only threes birthdays hes a decided
advaniage over the ordinary “kid" when
the birthday contribution box comes arownd
and each ohild s expected to chip In &
penny for every birthduy he bas had.

“It makes an old man lilke me feel
strange,’” mays an old-time Twenty-niner,
complainingly, “when my 12-year-old son
innists on trying to run the household be-
cause ho has had twelve birthduys and [
have bed only M. 1 Insist that we must
not mheasure our lives by birthdays, but
by deeds, but he cant get far enough away
from mathematics to see it (hat way,

It alwo huppens that our birthdays coms
in the presidential election years, and,
tharefors, It would seom to be especially
appropriate if we should unite on one of
our number for president. At Joast it would
seem thalt we Twenly-niners should be con-
sulted and that our influence should be
recognined. We may declde some time to
¥0 Into politics, and when we do, look
ouL"

The story is sometimes tnld of the bash-
ful young Twenty-niner who applind to the
murringse lconse clork for o permit e
wed the young womun of his eholoe,

“How pld wera you your last birthday
inguired the officlal,

“On my last birthday I was only 1f years
old, but T am almost 22 now," the young
man 1 sald to have replied.

The tale goes that it required consider-
able diplomatie explaining to induce the
afficial to lssue the licehse to & man who
waa only 18 his last birthday without the
conpent of hisg parants

One Omaha man who i not a Twanty-
niner has specis! reasens for blossing old
Juliug Cuesar when he established Febru-

wry 0, for 1 was on that day that at &
birthday dinner given by his present wife
that he begoan the eourtship that ended
puccesafully Hia wife In & member of
the clan und he was g casunl guest st her
birthday party PThough they uad known
each other for a long tlme before, It woas

there, with the traditions of the mywtle day
sround them, that they feld In love,
Jullus Cuaesar Hitle knew the importanos

of the plan to help wit Father Time He

thought e wus only doing & little athletie
atunt with time ta keep the aplmanac
Blrulght, 1 Inntend the naarliy 2000 yoars
ainoe bave proved he 444 much more than
that. U he bad not loswed his [Amous
clendar Judy Mabagugh and s Iollow
ore wolld bBave bean deprived of the dis-
tinetion whith s now thalrs If the po-
cwiy of Twenty-ninera should, ever become
whnat aarly domoacrats accumed tha Tamoys
sogely of the Cinolunatl of Dalng, an em-
Leya aristaeTies Americans would have
phulber chionos ‘kooek™ on (he ald
| PRI L fe U 1 motnborahip In
this “Fwen! ey arduined only by
Providencs nod cunnot descemd from fathier
to aon, like membership In George Washe
Ington's old organization, litile appreben

slon s fels by outsiders and the Tweniy-
niners declare they are not afrald of Lhe
big wtick or & spedial message Lo SoDSTvEs

on the subject
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