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PIONEER OF NEBRASKA

Busy Life that Followed When a Farmer Boy Ran Awny from Home Away Back in 1861 to Take a Musket Under Grant and Help Win Back the South to Old Glory.

-

N PEACE and In war Major Thomas SBwobe has distinguished
himself during his life. Activity has been the keynote of his
carear, He I8 a veteran of two wars, the civil and the Spanish-
Ameriean. He is a ploneer of two cltes, Omahs and Bouth
Omaha. He has been as powerful a factor in building up the

conntry in Umes of peace a2 he has been in fighting for it in times
of war,

On March 17 of this year he will retire from the army. On that
day he will have reached the age lmit—sixty-four years. " He was
horn March 17, 1844, au ldeal date for an Irishman, though Major
#wobe In not an Irishman, His birthplace was Johnstown, Fulton
tounty, New York. There he lived nntil his fourteenth year, when
bis parents removed westward and settled in Michigan., Three years
Inte when the boy was 17 years old, the event which had cast ite
shadaw before for several years occurred. The country was rent
naurder, brothers took up arms against each other, the great robel-
lior had begun, When he first read In &8 nowspaper of the attack
on Mort fvmter his blood, like that of a million others, waas fired.
He war Ingpired with patriotism. He urged his father to allow him
to lrat his plowshare into a sword and to enlist In the army. But
hlg parents pointed out with strong argument and with still stronger

iavd the odvantages of a pastoral life compared with the more
ciciting bt more dangerous cafeer of the battlefield. The busy
sensor on the farm was openlng and Thomas was kept suficlently

emplored during the spring and summer (o do more than think of
Flory
I the fall, however, he slipped the parental leash and pre-
1 Dimeelf at & rocrulting sintion in the town of Niles, Mich, He
t yet 18 years old, but he managed to persuade the offleer to
treall Mim and he beeame a private in Company K, Twelfth Michigan
fn'rytry, on October 16, 1861, He was promoeted to he a corporal on
Dee:mber 10 of the samie veaur, His regiment was ordered to the
theatrr of war on March 6, 1862, going to 8t. Louls, Mo., where |t
Was ottecbicd (o the First brigade, Sixth division, Army of the
Tennesser, The reglment was transferred to the Firkt brigade, First
divirion, Avmy of the Tennessee, In June, and later to the First
brigade, Fleventh division, left wing, Thirteenth corps, District of
Tnekscn, Department of the Tennessos.

Baptized in Fire at Shiloh

The young Loy received his first exparience In real war in a
rigorous school, the battle of Shiloh, that terrible two days siaugh-
ter, Hiz reg'ment had jolned the Army of the Tennessee only a few
days bhefore at Savannah, Tenn. QGeneral Grant was in command
of thin artay. consisting of about 40,000 men. He was awaiting
General Buell, commanding the Army of the Ohio, to come up, and
tl-n, the plan was, to advance to Corinth, where Johnston was
entrapched. But Johnston made a move to frustrate these plans,
With 40,000 men he marched out from Corinth on April 3 and ad-
virced upon Grant's position on the river, forcing the fight of April
6. Corporal Bwobe was In the thick of this throughout that frst
day's confilet, which resulted In o victory for the confederate army.
In the evening of that day the confederates had captured all of
Grant's positions along the river with the exception of one. During
the night General Buell arrived with his army and crossed the river
tinder the protection of this oné position still held by the union
army, The second day brought victory to the unlon forces and the
confederates were driven back toward Corinth, Johnston was killed
In this battle and Genernl Beauregard was in command of the re-
treating rebels, A =

“Gleneral Grant was the calmest fman I ever saw even on the
fleld of a great battle,” says Major Swobe. “It did not seem to
worry him that his army was being driven back. He sat on a hill
In his disreputable old uniform, which waa, I think, that of a private,
He had a clgar In his mouth all the time and hs wore & palir of
thread gloyes. He oceupled himself in whittling twigs, pleking up
one after the other, whittling them to a t or ceutting them off
sqinre, He could not have been more calm and unconcerned if he
bad been sitting In a eorner grovery store in a village on a drowsy
summer afternoon, instead of belng the general In command of an
urmy of 40,000 men fighting below him.™

The combined wunion foreea followed the retreating rebela
townrd Corinth and Inld siege to that stronghold, which surrendered.

The conduet of the young corporal In his malden battles had
come to the notice of hig superior officers. A reward came guickly,
when, on July 6, 1862, he was made a sergeant. FHis reglment moved
to Bethel, Tenn., and thence on to Jackson, where it remalned on
futy until August. Then it moved to Bollvar, Tenn,, belng attached
to the Bixteenth corps of the Army of the Tennessee,

Pap Price Makes Trouble

General Sterling Price, with & large force of confederates, had
ogcupied Iuka, a small village on the Memphis & Charleston rallway.
General Rosencrans wanted it and SBwobe’'s regiment helped to get
It in thé battle of luka on September'l® and 20. They were also in
the battle of Hatchle river on October 6. That winter the regiment
did guard duty on the Mississippl Cez.ral rallroad, with head-
gquarters at Middlesburg, Tenn. The winter's inactivity was modified
by the attack on Middleburg on December 24 by 8,000 confederates
under Van Dorn. The town was garrisoned only by the Twelfth
Michlgan, which successfully defended its position. Genernl Grant
himeell took cognizance of this in a general order, part of which
wns as follows: "The general commanding the post of Bollvar has
to thank the defenders of Middleburg that & most determined and
epparently overpowering effort of the enemy was defeated by their
valor and fortitude.”

In the summer of 1863 the regiment was moved to Memphis,
Tenn.. and thence to Vicksburg, Mlss., participatiag In the expedition
to fataria on June 3 to 6. The regiment participated in the flerce
fighting that attended the slege of Vicksburg and wae present when
It was surrendered on July 4. The regiment was ordered to Helens,
Ark., on July 27 and moved thence to Clarendon and then to Duvall's
Blulf. It accompanied General Steele on the Arkansas expedition
which culminated In the capture of Little Rook on September 10,
There the regiment remalned on duty during the winter. In January
Berge=ant Swobe was on veteran furlough until Mareh.

The regimont was on duty at Little Rock, Duvall's Bluff and
various other points In Arkansas guarding rallroads and on provost
guard and fatigue duty untll February, 1865. On December 20, 1804,
the sergeant recelved his rirst commission, belng made second lieu-
tenant, He recelved a first lleutenant's commission on April 12,
18656. He was then deiached from the regiment and assigned to
duty as assistant quartermaster on the staff of General Graves, come
manding the First brigade, Second division, Seventh corps, Depart-
ment of Arkansas. He was present at the surrender of General
Fagun and his foroes at Washington, Ark., on June 22, He was
detached as post commissary at Washington, Ark., June 22 to Oe-
tober 23, 18605, and as commissary on the staff of General Dwight
May, commanding the District of Ouachita, Department of Arkansas,
until December. He was in charge of the cotton burean from De-
cember, 18656, to February. 1866,

I Into Business Life

lHe wad mustered out and honorably discharged from the service
ou February 15, 1866, The warlike Mars having now given way to
Vultan and the gods of industry, the sagle havipg flown away and
left the dove in possession of the country, the warring brothers
having made peace, Lisutenant Swobe quickly beat back his sword
agaln lpto & plowshare or a pruning hook or some such Inegtrument
of peace aud progress, He returned to his home In Michigan. He
Was a young man, with hig way to make, He determined to push
into the west, us his ancestors had dome, and he chose Omaha s
his home, coming here In August, '888. The plowshare was good
enough during the farming sepson, but lu & new country in the fall
it was somewhat out of place. So he beat it fnto a pen and took a
position an deputy clerk under Frank Murphy, who was county clerk
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at that time. He made friends and was something of a politiclan.
Bo he sueccesded to his chief's place and was elected county clerk In
1869. At the expiratlon of his two years' term he engaged In the
real estate and abstract business He still continued in politics and
was elected councilman in 1873, serving on the councli of which
John M. Thurston wes & member. He was re-elected to the couneil
in 1874.

Omaha wil beginning to show Its strength and to give some
indlcation of Its future. It was the eastern terminus of the Unlon
Pacific road and the western terminug of other roads which would
eventually bulld westward from here. It had growing businesses
and promising Infant Industries. Mr. Swobe was quick to recognize

U. 8. A. (Ret)

the poesibilitles of the fown and he Invested In its property and
enterprises with a free hand. He engaged in the hardware business
with Milton Rogers. In 1882 he built the Millard hotel in conjune-
tlon with J. H. Millard, Ezra Millard, Samuel Shears and J. E.
Markel. He bought out the Interest of the others In 1890 and
became gole muanager of the hostlery. Later he was assoclated with
J. E. Markel in the rallway hotel and restaurant business, Ther bullt
up a4 vast and very vrosperouns business.

He was a ploneer fnvestor In South Omaha. When the presant
gite of the Magic City was nothing but pralrle he had falth in It
and he was assoclated with other Omaha men in the copception and
development of the city and the stock yards. He was one of the

incorporators of the Unton Stock Yards company and s member of
Its board of directors, Later he was one of the Incorporators of the
Bouth Omaha Land company and was one of the men to whom the
trust deed of the 1,876 nores on which the elty now stands was
made ont. Others among these were W. A, Paxton, P. B, ller, J. A,
McShane, Charles F. Manderson and J. M. Woolworth

He was one of the reorganizers of the Omaha Driving Park
assochution In 1890 and a member of the board of directors, He

was 4 member of the Redl Estate Owners' association, organized in
1881,

War Finds Him Ready

In 1888 the dove of peace which had dwelt in the land™~for more
than thirty years again winged its Mght and gave place to the eagle
of war., Once more Thomas Swobe transformed hin plowshare into &
sword and offered his services to his country. Those services were
acoepted and he was appointed captaln and assistant quartermaster,
United States volunteers, May 25, 1888, He accepted and qualified
on Juune 10. This time his country needed him on the other side
of the world, Dewes's squadron had sanibllated the vessels of the
Bpanlards In Manila bay, but Uncle Bam's blue coats were In the
thick of the fight o galn posseéssion of the Philippine Islands. Also
there was fighting on the [sinad of Cuba, near at hand. Captain
Swobe was ordered to Tampa, Fla.,, to equlp the siege artillery
under Generanl John 1. Rogers, chiof of artillory

After the aurrender of Spanish army In Cuba he was
ordered to Moutsuk Polnt to take charge of the shipment of Lroops
from that place, He was subsegquently mentioned especially in the
report of the chisf guartermaster at Montauk Polnt for efficlant
services connected with his duty and was recommended for promo-
tlon and for trausfer into the regular establishment. From this
time on he was to do lmportant service upon the sea in the business
of transporting Uncle Sam’'s soldiers from home to the new island
Interests. He wax assigned to duty as trangport quartermaster on
the transport Clty of Berlin (now the Meade) and continued In (hat
position until Angust 26, %890, making fourteen tripe betwoen Now
York and Porto Rico and Cuba.

Around the World Again

He was then ordered to the other side of the world on an lm-
portant misslon. He went to Tacoma, Wash., and became quartep-
master of the chartered transport Post Albert, salling for Manila
on September 3 with a cargo of mules, horses and army supplica
by way of Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and Kobe, Japan. The transport
arrived at Maulla on October 16 with 612 animals in good condition
out of 616 taken from Tacoma. After delivering a part of the cargo
at lloflo and Cebu he returned to Manlls, whers ho was ordered to
report o General Bates at Jolo Tor duty, He was assigned ot No-
vember 28, 1800, a8 quartermaster of the Department of Mindanao
and Jolo, with headquarters at Zamboanga, Mindanao. He served
s chlef quartermaster of this department until mustered out of the
volunteer service on June 30, 15901, He then returned to the Unlted
States and was appointed captain and quartermaster, United States
army, to rank from February 1, 1801, On November 18 of the same
year he was ordered to New York to take charge of the United
States army transport “Crook™ as transport quartermaster, and took
it to Manila by way of the S8uez canal with a cargo and troops, arriv-
ing in Manlla on February 3, 1802, After distributing the troops-at
different points In the Philippines and plcking up troops for the
Bltates he was ordered to San Franciseo with the transport Crook,
arrlving there on April 2, 1902,

At his own request he was then relleved from the transport
service and ordered to Sheridan, Wyo., as constructing quarter-
master at Fort Mackenzle, Wyo., where he served in that capacity
until October_1, 1804. He was then ordered to report to the com-
manding officer, Department of the Missouri, for assignment to duty
as asalstant to the chief quartermaster in charge of the government
depot. He was promoted to be major and quartermaster on February
16, 1907.

Major S8wobe bas been granted a month's leave of absence, be
ginning February 17 and expiring March 17, when he will be re-
tired from service under the age limit as Heutenant colonel. He
left last Monday for California to spend the month visiting with his
#son.

the

Major Swobe marrled Miss Alzine Seott in Omaha and they
have two sons, Edwin T. Bwobe of Omahs, engaged in the {nsurunce
business, and Dwight 8wobe of San Franclsco, traflc manager of the
Mt, Cloud River and Rallroad company of California.

Scientific Study of Light and Heﬁt Reflected by Sun

(An Extract from “Popsfar Astronomy.” by Flum-
marion and Gore.)

LREADY the star of Venus, Chasca, gives
the signal of morning. Secarcely do
her silvery fires sparkle on the horizon,
when a gentle murmuring I8 heard
round the temple. BSoon the azure of

the'sky pales toward the east, waves of purple and
gold inundate the celestial plaing. The watchful
eye of the Indians observe its gradations and
their emotion Increases with each new tint. Bud-
denly the light rushes in great waves from the
horigon; the star which sheds It rises in the sky;
the temple opens and the pontiff, in the midst of
the Incas and a cholr of sacred virgins, slngs the
solemn hymn, which at the same [nstant s re-
péated by thousands of voices from mountain to
wountain,"

descent metal

the teaching doctors that for having asserted this
begioning of truth the phllospher Anaxagoras was
outrageously persecuted and condemned to death
——a #entence commuted to & degree of exile on the
petitlon of Pericles!
later on, a repetition of that of Apaxagoras.

Photometric measures of the solar light show
that it Is equivalent to
000,000 millions of wax candles, or to 167,6500,-
000,000,000,000,000 millions of carcel lamps, sup-
posing that one carcel lamp is equal to ten can-
dles, or to 15,760,0060,000,000,000,000 of
burners, each equivalent to ten carcel lamps.
the surface of the day star the intonsity of the
light exceeds by 05,300 times that of
meited in a HBessemer
146 times that of caleium and four times that of
the electric light.

lnto account

The trial of Gallleo was,

1.675.000,000,000.000,- double the heat.

Mud
At

the locan-
converier,
ang s life

truth; It is .0072, or .437 Inch per hour.
the thicknesses of the atmosphere
traversed ot different hours, we fiud that the quan-
tity of solar heat absorbed by the atmosphere is
four-tenths of the total radiation directed toward
the earth; so that if the atmosphere were removed
the [lluminuted hemisphere would recelve nearly
if the quantity of solar heat re-
celved by the earth in a yenr were uniformly dis-
tributed It would be suffielent 1o
of lee 98.4 feet covering all the earth.
same way It would cause an ocean of cool water
having a depth of sixty-two mileés to pass from the
temperature of melting lee to that of ebullition.
The sun {8 the mighty source from which pro-
cead all the forces which set In motion the earth
It Is its heat which causes the wind
to blow, the clouds (o ascend. the river to jlow, the

Taking the watch in motion I8 derived from the hand
which has wound It, so It Is certain that all terres-
trial power proceeds from the sun. It is ita heat
which maintains the three states of bodles—solid,
liquid and gaseous; the last two would vanish,
there would be nothing but sollds: waler and air
Itgell would be in massive blocks, If the solar heat
did not maintain them in the fluld etate. It is the
sun which blows In the air, which flows In the
water, which moans in the tempest, whict sings
in the unwearled throat of the nightingale. It
attaches to the sides of the mountalng the souries
of the rivers and glacliers; and conséquently the
cataracts and avalunches are precipitated wiin an
energy which they draw directly from him. Thun-
der and lighting are in turn & manifestation of his
power. Every fire which burns and every flume
which shines has received its life from the sun.

lHuify a layer
In the

Thus writes Marmontel when devcribing the The luminous and calorific influence which we forest to grow, fruit to ripen and man bimself to  And when two armies are hurled together with a
festival of the Sun—the god worship. 4 by priml- receive from the star of day being a fuct of con-  lve, The force coustantly and sllently expended crash, each charge of cavalry, each shock between
tive nations. And at the return of the equinox stant and universsl observation, the question 0 ralsing the reservoirs of raln to their mean at- W0 army corps, Is nothing else but the misuse of
the rising of the sun, the god of day, the king of which Is presented to us s, not to ask whether mospherie height in Aixing the carbon In the plants, mMmechanical force from the same star. The sun

Hght, was saluted by the Incas from the heighths
of their cyclopean terraces. The same adoration,
the same worship, Is met with gmong all the an-
clent peoples. Without yet taking into account
the real size and the incomparable Importance of
the dazzllng star, they already knew that he |8 the

this Influence

still produce such effects.

in comparison with thst of the sun itself?

The LI N

00,900 of steam engines, ench with an effec-

Is real, but to determine the In- 10 giving to terrestial pature {ts vigor and its comes to us in the form of heat; he leaves us In
tensity of & cause which at such a distance can  beauty. has been calculated from s mechapical Uhe form of best: bit between his arrival and his
But what are our tem- polot of view: It {8 egual to the work of 217 bl departure he has given birth 4o the varied powers

peratures, which, after all, proceed from the sun lons, 316 thousand milllops horse power; 543.- ©f our globe

Presented to our mind under thelr true aspect,

father of terrestial nature; they knew that it is his
heat which supports life; they knew that It 18 he
who makes the treea in the forest to grow, the
stream to flow in the valley, the flowers of the
meadow to bloom, the bird to slug in the wood,
the cereals and the viues to ripen; and they hailed
him their father, thelr friend and their protector
Modern sclence has not only confirmed, but in-
creased tenfold, a hundredfold, the anclent conjec-
tured. The sun's light, heat and power are as
much above the anclent ldeas as the poetry of na-
ture is above our Interpretation, No Hght created
by human lodustry can compare with his. Inter~
posed before his disc, the brilliant electric light
appears black. The highest temperatures of our
furnaees, that of the melting of gold, of silver, of
platinum, of iron, are but {ee compared with the
solar heat. The astronomers of the school of
Prthagoras, who thought they gave a grand ldea
of the day star by estimating its distance at 44,740
miles and its dlameter at 884 miles, were as far
from the reality as the ant who belleved itself the
slze of o horse. And yet, to estimmate the sun as
the size of the Peloponnesus was then such bold
ness In the eyes of the classical copservatives and

heat of bolling water appears to us coormous and
our living organism cannot bear it. Still, it re b=
resents but the ordinary scale an which our ther-
mometers are gradusted. Water bolls at 100 de-
grees Centigrade, suiphur fuses at 1131 degrees,
Un at 236, lead at 225, sllver at 945, goid ut 1,245
fron at 1,500, platioum at 1,776, dridiumw at 1,950
The furnaces of our laboratories have succesded
In producing heats of 2,500 to 3,000 degrees
What are these effects in compurison with the
incandescent star, which, across a distance of
83,000,000 of miles, and only by & quantity of
heat 2,000 milllons of times leas intense than that
which It radiates, 1s still capable of warming our
planet to a point which makes it ilve u the fecun-
dity of this radiation. The oguantity of heat
emitted by the sun was measured by Sir John
Herschel at the Cape of Good Hope and by Poull-
let of Parls. The ngreement between the
series of measurements ls very remarkable
8ir John Herschel found the calorific effect s
vertical sun at the level of the sea Is sufficlent to
welt a laver of ice of .00076 of an inch per
minute; while, according to Poulllet, the qupntity
of lee melted would be 0070 inch. The mean of

these two determinations gannot be far from the

Ltwo
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tive powor of 400 horses, would have to work day
and night without Intermission; such I8 the per-
manent ',|url-; of the sun upon the earth.

We may not think so
moves, cireunletes and lives on our nlanet s the
child of the sun, The generous wine whoke Lrans-
parent ruby cheers the table, the champague which
sparkles in the erystal cup, are so many ravs of
the sun stored up for our taste. The most nutri-
tious foods come from the sun The woods which
werms us In winter Is, agaln, the sun in frag-
ments; every cuble fpeh, svery pound of wood, 1s
formed by the power of the sun The mill which
turns under the lmpulse of the wind or water re-
volveés only by the sun. And in the black night,
under the rain or snow, the bllnd and volsy traln
which darts like a fiying serpent through the flelds,
ruches along the valleys. 15 swallowed up under
the mountalns, goes hissing past the statlons, of
which the pale eyes strike slleutly through the
mist—in the midst of night and cold, thiz modern
animal, produced by human industry, Is still a
child of the sun; the coal from the earth which
feeds Ita stomach is solar work stored up during
millions of years In the geological strata of the
globe, As It Is certaln that the force which sets

By - X

but everything which

".

the discoveries and genernlizatieng of modern sel-
ence constitute, then, the most asublime poem
which has ever been offered to the intelligence and
the imaginetion of man. The physicist of our day,
we may say with Tyndall, is incessantly in contact
with marvels 56 grand and sublime that those who
study them have need of a certaln foree of charac-
ter 1o preserve them from belng dazed.

And sulll ull this s pothing, or dlmost nothing,
in comparison with the real power of the sun. The
ilquid rtate of the ocesn, the guseous state of the
atmosphere, the currents of the sea, the ruising
of the clouds, the raing. storms. streams, rivers:
the calorific value of all the forcsts of the globe
and all the coel mines of the ea¥rth; the motion
of all living beings, the beat of all humanity, the
stored-up bower in all heuman mascles, in all the
manufactories, in ali the guns-—all that is almost
nothing compared with that of which the sun is

capable Do we think we bave measured the so'ar
power by enumerating the effects which it pro-
duces on the earth? Error! Profound, tremen-

dous, foalish error. This would be to believe still

that this star has been created an purpose to (g
winate terrestrial humanity. In reality, what an

{Continusd on Page Four,)
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