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THE OMAHA

Omaha

o1l of the populnr pames ot
the Amertean People, they will
record the fact that Omaha
WaR a seat of bowling. 8 game
played with heayy ballsa and
pins, of an “alley” malnininsd by
aspocintions and certaln ealculators of
chance, who depended on the popularity
of the gume when they (nveated Inraw
rums in the sguipment naceanary.
Historiane have already wecorded that
Athana WhS the &ty of the old world in
which athietie gnmes were the most popte
lar, mome 1,00 years ago, when the Olyme
ple. Prthilan, Nemean and Isthmisn Eamas
fourishad under pood Bolon of bd
But It has been jeft for Americana to por-
fect all the old world games, and histop-
lans of the future must recard that “As the
pan-Hellenlo games were the chiaf vinibilas
evidence of peace hotwesn comtnunitien of
southern Buirope, so bowling and base ball
were the visible evidence of good feeling
batween: the wonderful cities of America,
and s demonstration of the snergetle, per.
wistent and animated young manhood of
the twentieth cahtury,”

Almost & hundred years after the first
bowling towmnament In Amsriea, Omaha
heard of ihe gyume, but thut has not hin-
dered Omahans from assleling to mike
the game what 1t ts today. from holding
pomie records which have not been equnled
in the United States, and from having
the largest league in the worid, Whils
Omaha marches undor the pennant of the
Weatern Base Pmll league In the wummer,
s bowlers have besn cqually awakes and
have carrisd off honors equnl of mors to
the credit of the athletes of the eity than
Lthoss won on the “diamond.’’

Al far as knowm the first tournament
of the old German game of bowling wns
held In the Xaatskill mountains, when
King George still was the recognized ruler
of the American colonles. One day the
foollsh . V. Winkle, he of the ofly dispo-
mition, took an extended trip up the Hud-
son river, apd though he did not intend to
witness the flrst tournament of the Amer-
foan Bowling congross, he chanced to look
down Into A deep mountain glen, wild
lonely and jeagged, and scarcoly lghted
by the reflected ray® of tha setting sun
But Mr, Winkle was attracted by one of
the competitors for the prizes offered that
Year, and he entared the amphitheater, The
bowling alleys of 1790 or thercabouts Wers
not of the pollshed mapie of today, but in
the cemter of the outdoor ‘bowling alleys"
the players were playing at ninepins, and
rolllng balls over an alley which had une
narrow plank, less than elghteen Inches
in width, tamped into & roadbed of rock
and sand.

Avcording to

wond e n

ths romantle record, the

playsrs were allent and maintained the
Eravest faces. It was Lhe most melancholy

Bowlers Cut Some

company of sportsmen whish sver campe to.
#nther In America. sseording te rlFl. v

Winkle, ot s the anly one who s known
o Lave attended. ™here wars nothing to
Interrust the stilimess But the notse of the
balls, which, when they were rolled. schosd

Alotgr the
el thundog

mounitaln ke the rumbling peals

As Mr. Winkls wao the first to take an
Intereat in bowling. After it introduction
o the colonies, so Herman Pesslen, an

Umpha clger manufeciurer, was the first
Lo taks an interest (h the game h Omaha,
And twenty-lght years ago rolled the first
game which he played In the ety Ha Ip
playing yer, two or three times & day, and
in Bt Louls last your won second money
In the single svent ai the national meet
of the Amderican Bowling congress, Lowling
ngainst the best In e country and winoing
distinetion as well as a prize which
mado it worth his ilme to go to the con-
[ eald ] Though Mr, Besslln g 88 yoars of
age, he went to the alleys of the Commer-
cinl when requestad to tall some-
thing about the game, and after reciting
the histery of the game In Omaha took Up
the comporition ball with which he knocks
down the sticks, and played two games
scoring 313 and 3L just to ahow Lhat he
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wie o prastice

"When 1 first plased in Omaha It wis
at the Oermand plenies some thirty years
AED,” mald Mr. Ileselin "*Tha gaime wias

quite different then and organiszed bowling
In butl four or five years old In Omaha But
the old gume was a good ons, and we had
soma skilled playvers Tha alloys wers
narrow and short, somethifg ke the alley
in the Kaatakill mountaine, [ should judge.
They had a plank down the center about
twenly Inches o widih and cindars poumled

down on each side, The balls were emall
and we only had niné pins, One of them
wWas known as the king pin, and was al
WERYR L up In the eenlor

"l was (resh from Hock Island and
Davenport, whors bowling was & popalar
game, and 1 had alio playved the game as

a youngsier in Germany. Adcross the water
I undersiand, the game has not improved
much. It taker Americans to Improve
the games. In Germany the students and
the bDauern or wealthy farmers, play the
game. When thoy get the habit, they don't
do much of anything else. Saturday nights
the mechanics come In and have a round
at the game, but bowling s the game of
the better classes in Germany and s played
very skillfully my some of the
and farmaors,

“And to the benefits of the present game,
I consider bowling the best excorcise in the
world, and mny man who works indoors
cath keep himeelf in good condition by play-
ing three gamos esach day It exercisos
and develops the muscles of the arms,
baok and legs, and 1 have found It a great
strengih gver. The American regulation
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balls are heavy, And to play the game pro-
perly & man or woman must be athletle
Thers I8 no plags for awkward people on
a modern bowling slley, but playing the
game will make most any constanl player
graceful as w:-ll‘u strong. With strength,
a sucoeasful bowler mos have a ‘good aye.’
that s good Judgment, as the ball must be
piticed and slld slong the alley with the
precision of a gunner alming At a target

“To get all the pios on the alley I aim
to enter the buneh slightly to the right of
the front pin, which must be hit en the
i If the ball is almed carefully and
strikes the first pin in Just the right place,
svery pin will fall. Tusre ls such a thing
ns & perfect shot whien will tumble the
plns every Lme To hit the plna square
in the face, the ball goes through, leaving
a pin standing on each side, which can be
rarely knocked down In the other shot. In
the modern game but. two shols are al-
lowed. In (he old German had
three shiots,”’

To demonstarte Mr
the heavy balls, and
“wlid” the first ball over the alley. Hs
#truck the front pin jJust off the center
on the right side Every pin went dowm,
Thin was repeated by the weleran several
times, and four times in succeaslon he
swept the boards clean, demonsirating that
huving the “eye'' and knowing just whers
to hit the first pin, something to do
with the game. Then he demonsirated the
effect of sending the ball stralght for the
front pin, leaving two standing on op-
posite sidos, and then made a “splash’™ or
two by Ispnding Into the pine fyrom various
directions, and knocking down all or many
of the pins, as they tumbied over each
other to got off the alley.

It was during the early days of bowling
in Omaha that some puritanical legislatures
passed the laws agninst playing nine pins.
The law makers forgol that athletie
games were, In antient days, religious
festivals, given apeleal snnction by the gods
and frequently named after them, and they
declared the Innocent game of nine pins
to be an unholy gambling devise, by which
men lost thelr worldly goods In this life
and endangersd chances of life In the here-
after. It was considered as much of &
pambiing game to roll balls at pins as to
open jackpots with cards or place the coins
on red and black spots to the whir-whir-r-p
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which the gume

When bowling became popular again dur-
ing the "slghties’ It was the, name
of ten pine, the law being sirict against
playing the sinful ganme of nine pins, ‘The
“Ring pin” disnppeared and when the next
set of pine was set up, the number in the
bunch was ten. ‘Thin evaded the law. nnd
the nthistes looked armund for heavier
balle. The small balls disappearsd and are
seldom used on the Omaha alleys. Tha
favorite ball at present I made of a
composition and welghs twelve to sigteen
pounds. One set of alleys has thirty of
thess balls, which cost $15 each, >
On the old alieys at the Vienna hotel,
which have beem in operation for over
twenty years, somo blg Improvements have
been made, but’ the old alleys are suill
popriar with many players Bome gETreat
Fames between Individunl playvers have heen
played on the old alleys. and they are sald
to have made the present luxurious places
posaible by keeping an undylng inlerest in

pnder

the game, when It was close to douth
many times,
Bowling was at its helght In Omaha In

194, though Lentz & Willlams oponed alleys
In 1508, which stimulated Interest in the
Bumas and probably led up to the orgun-
imation of the present lsaguen sald to be
the strongest in the United Btates
From IE to 1904 bowlng parties
quite popalar in Omaba, and there were a
large number ol women players One e
terpriving owner offered a

two-pound box
of candy to every worsan who mad i
score of more than 176 The women callod
the bet. Mre. J. 8 Hunter Dick

and Mm=
Grotte became proficlent In the seles
knocking down all the
and they earried away
the holiday

noe of

pins every tlms

enough candy for
townn, and
the manager was compelled to amend his
offer by making it require a of 0
or better. Bulll the women climbed the
rungs on the soore card and a number of
them kopt the mtock of confecilanery look
ing weak, and finally the offer was with-
drawn, The highest score cver made by
an Omaha woman was made by Mre F A,

Enapn, who mads 5T AMra L 8 Hunter

truade In country
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holds the record of B8 and the best thres
recorded to tha
oredit of Miss Eligabeth Kruger, who made
the score of P Miss Kruger's exhiblton
wnr remarkable, as It was made on new

sucoessive games are

alleys

When bowling leaglos wers orgganized in

COmaha many of them Issted only » fow
maonths and then disappeared, but Lhi
Commurelnl league s eredited with adopt-
ing an tronciad constitution and bylaws
which saved the day tor organized bowling
and made Omaha known over the United

Siaios as the strongest city In Lthe couniey
for bowllng on the new plan Ciom
league of Omaha has ten leams

The

mercial

and no other league ln the country has over
elght. The oldeat league in the «oity I8
knewn as the Omaha league and dales its
existence from 194 The one featurs of tha
Commercial league, to which It owes s
success, Is sald to be the fact that no
player who Is A& membor of one league can

lengue game of n vther

this, It Is

participats In any
league. By enfarcing
the lemgues and teams have been Kepl Lo
gether and the sport made worth while for
all enthusiasts
Some of the rece

clalmed

irds held by Omaha have

never been reached in all the games  played
in the United States Harey D Heed
bowled three succossive games In Omaha

February 15, 1856, and made the remarkabl
scare of M

Tha men bowlsq
three games at Omaha May 8, 104, with a
of 300, whil Krug at 1ih
national meot of . Howling con

Omaha team of five

0O WML
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greas held in Boffalo in Y92 held The high

est average Tor three gumes, 220% Mr
Krug alse made a poore of M7, equal to the
highest Individual score made at the ocon
ETosh
Wil it thée Western PRowling
QUUE Denvet wd all [rom the
Commercial lengay Omaha won c-ny
plag n the d L+ .. fourth in Ipdiviiual
and Lwe I 1 he oonlesis of fve-men
Lo s
Bomcthing th growing popularity of
the game may e realigéd from the cords
Amearican Bowling (3778 20 T At tha
firvt meet of LU ngresds, held In Chicag.
anly y players eutered and the cush priges
smounted to $LEC That was in 1ML When
e congiens of U closesd, B bauss e,

Chasdler Cunard
“akd, QMANAML." A BUBKY BUNCH OX N BEFERETS WHDO WILL GO TU CLNCLNMAT

Asy nolde.

’

Besngain

Denman

Huntington. t
METZ BROTHERS

Blakeney.

T b Taan

Neale.

Weymuller. Richile. Hostar, Bwaord.
ECLIPSE.
M0 players had participated and the cash Hull Drinkwater
i Tdls M hav DAILY NEWS.
prizes pald amounted to N 415 Many have Muthes, Capiain Grittith
anked what the game does for the men who tive Pulterson
Poulcar Martin
play Iit. Ol4 players slalm It Is the best BRODEGAAIL 5 CROWNE,
of exercige for any one, and men and VYoss, Captain il_luftht-’f
O y . § Il walks of lf il s Carman fugerberg
b ””, . SR h, f. e I“‘Ihm: I A Koller Ldndroulh
Eame In Omaha at preasnt, but it s as- COLE M'EENNA l_.").\ll'ANY.
pecially & game which will keop athieles Traynor, Captain Burke
“In training” during the winter season, Honine Yaughan
Husii Cougtilan

Aceording to authoritles on sports, Garry
Hermann of the basée ball commilssion, who

hoas Just been ealected president of 1he
Ameriean Bowling congress, s on record
ny saying that bowling s the game which

will ketp base ball players in trim during

the winter montlis and put them on the

ulimond every spring with new and waol
diveloped muscles not In any great need
of six woeks of “warming up Bami
fans” credit the grent succoess of the Chi-
tamo White Box to the fact that the man-
ager 18 sald keep all playing tenpine
during the winter months

More than F10.90 1s invested In the alleys
Thoss

imes Are Lhe

of Omabha snd among which are

famous for as

of the M

Commercial

Lhree# mvte

tropolitan alleys, on which the

loagur Mlaye its matol

These alleyns were used by

EAmes
the stional oon-
was held In M-
ymplly bought by
them 1o Omaha for
teamas of the eliy

Ereas when the meot
whikee and
Omabans. who browught

the use of the

were pr

Just now the Omaha plsyers are pre-
parit for the natfonal congress which
meets in Cinclonal Felruary K Thals
tewme returned from Soux City a short
time ago, where Lhey trimmed’ sveryihilng
in sight at the tri-state tourney, and they
feel confident of succoess in Cincinnati,
W ving gsone 10 & tournament in thelr
himory without carrying off  large share
of the homar and much of Lhe prise money

A number of prizsss are offered locally
for the various teama of the leagues In
the Commercial lvagus the “Life Malts"

hold the cehamplonslilip in 128 and the "Fal-
wlaffs in LR in the Own » Bowling

o the Cudahys won the 18 champlor

ship and the “Siore Hluws' hold the record
for 197, the Motropolitan lvague, belng In
its first year, no champlonehip has bern
galnad by any of the «ight teamy in the
leagus

The ten (vams in the Commercial leagus

which is said 1o be the largest In the United
Blates, ar
JETTER'S GOLD TOPS

Mabaney, Caplain Collins
Groite H. Primesu
Encell C. Primean
Fulvsy
FALETAFFE
Juy, Caplain Klank
Berger Chatélain
Beselln La Vigne
WALTER G. CLARKE CO

Walstiz, Captain Nalean
Sutton > el
Beramon M eived

OMAHA BICYCLE CO,
Board, Caplain Hinricks
Keat Glbrealn

Thomas .
INDEPENDENTS

Hotugh, Captain Deting
Richurds [ |
Quinn L]

iuils
BYINE & HAMMER OAK BRAND.

Rompke, Caplain Norons
firrke Changstirom
Wunl Dudley

N

POHTOFFICE
Hushr, Captluin Bpetmun
Lehmnn Q' Brien
Atupenhorat Havenn
Camp
I'he toames of the Omaha league, Lthe old-

el in the city, are as [Ollows
METZ BROSB
Huntington, Caplain Prunke
Neales Denmuan
Bpragus Hlakoney
GATE CITY
Gjerde, Captain Goff
Jones b ugtnon

Chandler Lucas
BTORZ BLIU'ER
Captain Anderson

Francisco

Fritcher,
Weber
Cochran

ONIMUDS.

Tracy, Caplain Bhnldon
Mo e Welly
Franrisco Magill

Heaton

REED BROS,
H. D Reed, Caplain Griffith
A . Resd Hunter
Heynolds

INDIANA
Capinin Bengels

J. § Feed
Greenleat

French
Conrad
HENOS
Fruah, Captain Changstrom
Lundine Gardnar
Hinrtcks
OMAHAB
Marble, Captain Ohnesorg
Megrath aurer
Larson Rou
Tearm of the new Melropolitan league,
new making thelr first ysar's record, sre
BUNGALOS,
Hemington, Captaln Kalnen
Gwynne Edmunds
TIGERS,
Bolomon, Caplain Digk
Blatford

BESELIN'S MIXERS.
R. A. Bohnelder, Wilson
{ ntta‘.u Cols
F. W. Schinelder
ECLIFBE.

Haster, Captaln HSward
Wy mialles Ritehis

ONTMAN'A FRTARA
Urtinen, Caplato Moran .
Laird Oriffith

THS,

Gustafson, Captain Lof
Rosscrans :

GREEN RIVERA
Adkins, Captein Blaliop
McDermott

CHICAGO LIQUOR HOUSE
Borghoff, Captain Gemardt
Adams




