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They mre sUlll wrangilng over &
motto for the new gold colns. How
would “Abide With Me" do?

How popular the poultry show wouid
be if the hens would lay an egg for
each person who buys & ticket at the
door,

*“1 have & perfect right to play Ham-
Jet,” says Comedlan Eddie Foy, who
apparently !orhtl the laws agalnst
murder,

The editors of McClure's magazine
may be astonished to learn from cable
reports that the United Btates navy Is
stlil uioat.

London Punch is publishing a serles
of afticles on “"How to Tell a Joke.”
The safest way for those of the Punch
brand is to label It

*“The Suffruge laws of the south are
very satisfactory,” says the Atianta
Journal. Because they disfranchise
everybody but democrata?

“The clock of prosperity is ronning
down,” says an eastern paper. Oh, no.

" It has just been wound up with & gold

key lmported from Europe.

Bir Thomas Lipton says he i8 golng
to try agaln next summer to lift the
Ameriea eup, Bir Thomas belleves in
perplstency—and advertising.

Still, those persons who insist that
+the new $20 gold pleces are not satls-
factory are not passing them along
to folks who are not so finicky,

Ten lawyers have been engaged In
» fight among ninety-six heirs for a
$20,000 estate in Cleveiand. Pussle:
Find the future ten .owners of the
property,

A Bt Louls apecialist Insista that
Ineanity may be cured by shopping.
The proposed remedy has often been
consldered 4 cause rather than & cure
for losanity. :

Membersg of the cabinet in Holland
raesigned becsuse (helr plans for a big
apprepriation for the army were re-
jected. The Hague peace conference
was held in Hollund.

The year 1507 will be memorable
for breaking records in almost all the
activities of life, but it is sure to be
behind 1908 In one thing, namely, the
pumber of leap year proposals,

sIt is declared that Admiral Evans
has not been informed what route he
s to take on his return from the
Pacific. The adwmiral may not know
where he |s golng, but he {s on his
way,

Cannon of lllinois and Fort of New
York are now proposed as & presi-
dential ticket, The anti-militartsm vote
would be upon to go solldly
sgaingt Oammon and Fort,

It does pot look as though Mr.
Bryan would have to deplete his bank
socount beyond m price of a ticket
from Falrview tp Depver in order to
pecure the d ti¢ nomination next

year. 4

Those Unlon Paclfic tax agents bave
their nerve in asking to bave taxes
pald 1 Nebraske under protest re-
turned to them. If by paying under
protest they could pt the money back
for the asking, we would sse the per-
formance repeated every.year by every
rallroad thet bas property subject to
taxatiop in this state

A DULL'S-RYE AT LONG RANGE,
The old story about golng away from
home to hear the news I8 again exem-
plified In a communication by n "“Ne
braskan' printed in the correspondence
golumn of Harper's Weekly, which
seems to hit the political bull's-aye at
long range. Bizing up the presiden-
tial outlook, with apecial reference to
Nobraska, this Is what the author of
the communication suys:

Roosevelt says he will nol take another
term. He means It He knows that he
might spoll everything. He is a wise man.
He knows when ta stop, when be is being
olassed with Washington, Lincoln and
MeKinley, He remembers Grant's second
term. He is now getting a littie too con-
fident, Beveral late moves are téo radical
and too mueh in advancs of the times. He
is golng too fast.

Taft is & good man for the republicans,
Hns In endorsed by the president. Hughes
is good, but he s holding his first political
offfce. Give him time to galn poiltieal ex-
perience. There (s time enough for him
later.

On the damocratle aide, I think that
Bryan is & dead dog. All his mistakes—
free sllver, assauits on natlonal banlks,
government ownetship of rallronds—will be
used against him. The republicans have
many hidden guns. They will bring them
out and Bryan would ba defeated. Hs can-
not ocarry Linocoln or Nebraska against
Taft. Governor Folk would carry a large
republican vote, He is the best man for
the democrata, Can't they see It? He
would be like Cleveland, and carry a largo
vote on an anti-trust, tariff reform, antls
gTaft plattorm. Which parly s ready to
reguiate saloons, lay state rights and fed.
eral oontrol? Hers ia a chance for one
party or the other.

While the earmarks all sustain the
inference that this contribution was
written by a democrat, It alsn bears
the impriat of political experience and
close observation. Particularly perti-
nent {8 the prediction that Bryan could
not carry his own state agalnst Taft.
Particularly short-sighted is the sug-
gestion that Folk would have any bet-
ter chance of earrving Nebraska,

THE NEXT EXPOSITION.

The managers of the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific exposition, scheduled for Seattle
in 1909, have been wisely discreet in
announcing that they will not ask any
appropriation from congress in ‘ald of
their enterprise, except that they will
seek and e€xpect congress to provide
for the construction of a government
building and the installation of a gov-
ernment exhibit, such as has been a
more or less prominent feature of ex-
positions and world's falrs glnce the
Philadelphia show in 1876, The pro-
moters of the Paclfic coast enterprise
appreciate the fact that the James-
town fiasco put expositions In bad re-
pute, They do not evoke such en-
thusinem as they formerly aroused
when expositions were more of a
povelty., Farces llke Jamestown have
resulted in souring congress and creat-
ing hostility to appropriations and
guarantees and deficits pald by the
federal government.

Aslde from any financial features in
which the government may have an
interest, there {s some excuse and rea-
gson for the proposed exposition at
Seattle, It will serve, as intended, to
exploit the possibilities of a too llwtle
known section of the United States.
Bordering on the Pacific are half the
people of the world, although the
world, whien has a habit of keeping
its eyes turned the other way, I8 hardly
aware of the fact., 1t Is the purpoge
of the proposed exposition to bring
Alaska, Australla, Asla and the west-
ern portion of America closer together
and to make them better known. It
will, in other words, direct the atten-
tion of the world to the westward
course of the star of emplre.

One of the needs of the west, a nead
also felt in Nebraska, {8 personal in-
spection and examination by eastern-
ers. Any enterprise that will promote
such investigation will do some good.

THE RUAST BEEF OF ENGLAND.

its has not been many years since
people living in England jolned in
riots and practically adopted mob law
rule to prevent American dealers from

sending lve beef cattle to Greast
Britaln, The real Englishman is a
blind follower of precedence and

custom and the national spirit was
arvused when American enterprise lo-
cated feeding pens on his lslgnd and
stocked them with American cattle
which were fattened, killed and pre-
pared for the English market. In the
long run, concessions wero made and
it was fioally agreed thal American
beef tasted preity good, but It must
be killed on English sotl.

For some years this custom has pre-
valled, but now the American invasion
has taken a new form and American
packers nrn opening branch houses in
the big ¢/'tles of England mnd selling
American dressed beef, in competition
with the English slaughtered meat
Ten of the biggest shops in London
are owned by American packers and
mose are belng opened. As a result,
English dealers are appealing to the
patriotiem of their consumers and ask-
ing them to forswear American beel,
The beefeaters, however, are patron-
izing the American houses and (nsist-
ing that they like nol only the Ameri-
can heef but the American prices.

In such an emergency, the stald and
conservative London Times has been
brave enough to warn its readers that
they are on the wrong tack. The Times
declares that England canmnot hope
ever axain to be self sufficient for
food supplies and the only gquestion
remaining is where shall the supplies
be bought, On this account, the Times
urges Britons to eat American beef
and learn to llke it, as trade links are
stronger than artificial frioudships
formed through treaties. In other
words, according to the Times' logie,
the United Btates will never quarrel
serlously with Eogland so long as the

| United States furnishes Englaad with

Ita ronst beef., Alllances with Japan,
friendship with France and neutrality
agreements with Germany may Dbe
broken or violated in emergencies, but
no quarrel will be invited with the
soaree of food supply.

The argnment ja not without Ita
slgnificance to Americans. We need
not caré who calls or attends peace
conferences at The Hague, which
natlon carries the most guns or owns
the biggest battieships, If we have a
guaranty of peace with the world so
long as we can supply other nations
with their beef.

TREATY RIGHTS AND MOB LAW.

The protest of the [tallan goveres
ment agalnst the halr-trigger habits of
Louisiana mobs serves agaln to direct
attention to an apparéntly Inherent
weakness in our form of federal and
state government which forelgn nations
have ¢ifMenlty in nnderstanding or ap-
preciating. In the case in polnt two
Itallan laborers were killed in a rlot
in a Loulsiana lumber camp because
4he other laborers there objected to
their employment. While this appears
to be drawing the race queation at a
new line, the real polnt at Issue s the
action of Mr. Root, secretary of state,
in confessing federal fmpotency for
glving Italy the satisfaction demanded,
The State department offers the old-
time excuse that the Kkilling of the
Itallans Is a matter with which the
Louisiang state authorities must deal
und that the federal government has
nothing to do in the premises, éxcept
to pay Indemnity, if necessary, in eatis-
faction of Italy’'s clalma.

The Loulsiana incident is but a repe-
titlon of what hes happened In Call-
fornla, when mobs assaulted Japanese
residents and destroyed their property.
The government at Washington In-
slsted that the primary duty of punish-
ing the offenders "devolved upon the
state and that the federal administra-
tlon was helpless until the state
authorities admitted that they were
unable to cope with the matter. This
confession of impotency on the part of
the federal government came near In-
volving the United States Iin serlous
complleations with Japan. Forelgners
generally fall to appreciate the divided
authority that exists in this country.
They make their treaties with the
United States and fall to understand
why the government authority i{s not
supreme in the states when a treaty
obligation s violated.

As a result of the Loulslana Inel-
dent, it Is announced from Washington
that the president and the secretary of
state wlll ask congress to pass a law
providing that where a crime has been
committed In nny state agalnst the
person or property of a foreigner, the
federal court may assume jurisdiction,
if the treaty rights are involved or
the foreigner is not glven exact jus-
tice, The constitution provides that
treaties shall be the supreme law of
the land and this provision would seem
to earry with. it the power to enforce
ft.~ If congress has authority to make
treaties, guaranteeing protection to the
lives and property of forelgners tem-
porarily domiciled in this country, It
must have authority to enforce such
treaties, If It has not such power, it
will have quit making such treaties
or expect to be called on continuously
to pay for treaty infractions it cannot
prevent,

The program for the annual meeting
of the Nebraska Editorial assoclation
has been made publie, beginning with
an address by the president, who edits
n democratic daily at Fremont, and
winding up with an address by Wil-
linm Jennings Bryan, as the editor of
o democratic weekly at Lincoln, The
great majority of the mlembori of the
association, however, are republicans
and they are all strong enough in the
falth to withstand any political on-
slaught that may be attempted by this
democratic battery.

Bloux City is soon to hold a water-
way convention with special reference
to the lmprovement of the Missourl
river, and 1t goes without saying that
Omaha's Interest In the development
of the Missourl ecalls for representa-
tlon there. More than that, if & dele-
gation Is to be sent to Bloux City from
Omaha, It should be big enough and
representative enough to give this city
ita proper volce in the work of the con-
vention.

The haste of the various munieipal
departments to exhaust theilr appro-
priations before the expiration of the
year 1s the natural result of the charter
provigion requiring all unexpended bal-
apces to go into the sinking fund,
With such & prospect in view the “un-
expended balance” is bound to be a
very smad and rare bird,

Admiral Rixey Insists that the hos-
pital ship should be commanded by a
mediesl officer, By the same argument,
presumably,
police officers should drive the eity
ambulances.

The first real election In this neck-
of-woode io be pulled off in 1808 will
be the clty election in South Omaha
Bouth Omaha politicians are wisely de-
ferring the scramble until the fight is
nearer at hand.

Unless the Board of Fire and Police
Commissioners gets quickly down to
busitess New Year's day will see sev-
ertl more Hids on In Omaha as a result
of fallure of liguor dealers to secure
renewal of licenses,

Speaker Oannon says that immedi-
ately after the holidays congresa will
pass & currency bill that will be sound
and timely. He has not yet taken the

tralned nurses .and not |

" This loss Indlcates the stupendous draln
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m:bllc into his mnducu ne to what
the new measors will contaln.

The Omaha Horse show has gotten a
bouquet from far away England. With
such world-wide repown the Omaha
Horee show will have to be continued
without intéerruption as long a8 the
horse show business has the ¢all.

Senator Jeff Davis of Arkansas has
appointed one of his daughters to be
his private secretary and another to
be a clerk, thus addiog $2,700 a year
to the family income. The senator 1a
not as green as he pretends 1o be,

An 'I‘l“l.l‘l Finish.
Cleveland Lanader,

The growing praclice of discredited bank-
ers cominitting sulclde Is borrowed [rom &
much more noble custom of the weas where
masters have been cxpected to go down
with their shipe.

A Plteous Hpeciacle.
Halliimore Amerioan,

“The poor man need not have any jeal-
vusies of the rioh these Jays,'”™ msays Mr.
Btuyvesant Flah, We will shortly have the
pitecus spectacie of the so-called milllon-
alres of the country selling their ateam
yachts und automoblles in & sad endesavor
Lo k=ep Lhe wolf from the door,

Good for Present Use.
Portland Oregonian,

In the panic of 1867 Henry Ward Beecher
sald to those who were hoarding their
money aAnd curtalling thelr expenses In
overy way: “"Keep your carviages and
horsea and coachmen: you have money—
epend somae of It. You ean't take it with
you when you dle, and If you did it would
malt."

Time te Puall Toxether,
Wall Btreet Journal

When prosperily was rampant many
things had to ba left undone because of
shortage in the labor supply. Much trafic
was unmoved because of car shortage. Now
the scarcest thing In the business world
fe cash, and the next in order Is capital,
with eredit running a closs third, A team
of horses, cach pulling regardiesas of its
relation to the other, gets nowhere, sven
though they all work themselves tired.
Thers's & time to pull together, and there
oan be no better time fo begin than with
January 1, 1908,

mmes on Comgress’ Rolls.
pringfield Republican.

The entrance of Willlam J. Bryan into
the Uniled Btates senate from Florida to
perve the balance of the late Senator Mal-
lory's term introduces to the country an
entirely new and original Willlam J —not
at all the peerless one from Nebraska not
even his relatlve, Benator Bryan has youlh,
being only 81, but he was born twenly
years befores the Nebraskan became &
celebrity. We now have Congressman Wil-
lam Mellinley of Tilinols, Benntor Jeff
Davis of Arkansas and Senator William T,
Bryan of Vlorida. George Whashington
may turn up again as a national figure In
due season.

Great

Diamonds on the Toboggnan.
Bpringfield Republican,

That the market for dlamonds should be
among the first to feel the effecta of the
buniness depression will be rendily recog-
nized, and there Is close relationship
therefore hetween the Amerfoan panic and
the passing of the dividend of the s
Beers company of London and South Af-
rica. That compiny controls the Alamond
mining industry of,Ahe world and through
regulation of the emtput it has been on-
abled to advance prices considerably in
recent years, It Is belloved that the com-
pany is carrying a large unsold stock of
preclous stones which would “swamp the
market' {f they were thrown over.

Political Snage In Waterwars,
Bt. Louls Giohe-Democrat.

A oongreaslonsl ordeal I8 ahead for river
and harbor Improvement on a compro-
hersive scale. It will come In the form of
sehemes to fritter away the appropriations
by dlstricts so that onch oongreasman
shall get a local shere, a system that
would be a shameful and wasteful mis-
carringe of the whole undertaking. There
are members so selfish and purblind that
they would rather dAump hundredas of
thousands of dollars Into some homa
oreek than provide an adequate amount
to push work on ths main river of the
country. In a word, they are for a water-
way prize distribution of cash from the
treasury, allotted by districts,

WHERE DID THE GOLD GOt

EXfect of the Financial Flarry on
Business of Hanks,
Wall Street Journal,

Between the natlonal bank oalls of Augnst
2 and December 1, about §70,000,000 of rold
waa imported Into the United Btates, and
during the same period the United Blates
treanury increased its deposits In the na-
tional banks by §50,000,000. A comparigon
of the roporis made by the national banks
to the comptroller of the currency under
these two calls shows that between August
2 and December 3 the natlanal banks of the
United Blates lost about 96,600,000 of gold.
In other words, they held on December 3
297,000,000 of gold and gold certificates as
against MHOLTN.M0 on August 22,

Thus Iin spite of the Iimportation of
70,000,000 of gold and the Increase of United
Blates deposits of OM0.000, the national
banks have lost nearly $7.000,000 of gold. Of
this about $4.000.000 was lost by the national
banks of New York City, The question is,
where has all the Imparted gold gone? Han
it gone Into the reserves of state banks and
trust companies and into the hoardas of
scared Individual depositors?

Except for this impressive fact, the na-
tlonal bank statements for December 3
make an excellent showing, Indeed the
national banks have reason for congratula-
tion In the admirable exhibition of strength
which they have given during the financial
eriels of thia year. On the whole, and ex-
copting some Individual Instances of de-
linquency, the national banks of the "nited
Btates have performed well thelr funetion
of reserve Institutions. It ls known Lhat
mary of them have sctusily bought gold,
charging thes premium for the same to

profit and loas In order that they might

| mdpply promptly the currency demands of

thelr customers. '

Notwithstanding all the demands of the |
panie period their percentage of legal re-
serve to deposits on December 1 was FLI, |
as compared with 2.3 om August 22, so that |
they were substantinlly ns strong efter the |
panic as they wefe before, and this not- |
withstanding the fect that they held on |
December 3 S40L000,000 less of specie and
legal tenders than on August 2. Thelr nc-
tual perventage of cash to outstanding
loans on December 3 was 144 ngainst 1500
on August &,

Between August 13 and December 3 the
national banks of the Unitgd Btates In-
creased thelr loans B0, They lost in
specie, that ls to say, gold and silver, .-
22000, and of legal tenders §18.416,000, &
total loss In reserve money of [0 538 000
They suffered a loss of deposits due other
banks and trust nompanles of §306.143000.

made upon these banks by the demands of
other banking Iinstitutd The net loss
in individual deposita amounted 1o 142,142, -
), which Is I,00000 more thay tge com-
bined decrease in loans aod in g

a1,

ARMY GORNIP IN WASHINGTON,

Carrent Events Gleansd from the
Army and Nary Register.
Chaplain Bdward H. Flts-Garald, Twenty-
ssoond Infaniry, on duty st Fort MeDowell,
Cal, will be promoted to the rank of major
under the operation of the law which pers
mits tha promotion of chaplains on ascount
of service which Is unusual, There 1& on
record at the War departmaent to the oredit
of Chuplain Pits-Gerald reports of his
“most valuable and herole servides under
fire, and gallant, conaplcuois and Aistin-
suiahad service to sick and wounded on the
feld and In battle” at Kl Caney, in Cubs,
as well a8 reports of his valuable services

refidered In the operations about Lake
Lafiao, in the Phillppines, in 104. Chap-
lain Fits-Cerald was appointed to the

army as s poel chaplain in 1807, and was
amsigned to the Twenty-second infantry in
February, 1001.

There s belng sent out from the quar-
termaster ganeral's ofMce this wesk the
Bpaniash war medals, of which 480 have
been recloved from the United Btates mint
in Philadelphis. This will sufMcs to fur-
nigh all the officers and men who were In
the army on January 11, 106, with these
emblemas which now become a part of the
regular uniform, The officers will buy
them at cost price, which is & conts, in-
cluding the extra bars and two-seotioms
of ribbon. The madaln will be furnished
gratuitously to the enllated men who are
entitied to recelve them under ths pro-
vislons of the law and the requirements
G. O. 4, January 11, 156, The first Adlstri-
bBution will be to the ¢omminsioned officers
who are on duty at Washington, the lssue
belng according to rank. This will be fol-
lowed by sending out the medals to of-
ficers who are not on duty here. The dis-
tribution of thess medalas and the others
which ars to follow as soon as the mint
oan produce them will undoubledly serve
to revive the suggestion thal the existing
restrictions upon the lssus of the smblema
shall be removed.

The army quartermasters who hava to do
With the purchase of fuel and forage for
the military service now find thers Is no
sich difficuity in obtalning thal material
as  has existed during the last year or
two, This favorabls cundition Ia due to
the stringency In the money market and
the faot that the government ls & steady
and reliable cash paylng customer. The
situation has not disclosed an apprecinbie
reduction in prices, whioch are maintalned
with considerable firmness, especially for
forige. There are, however, evidences
that there will be lower prices for fuel

It has been decided to abandon the bame-
boo staff which has been used as the wup-
port of the army signal flags. Tt was be-
Hoved that this staf would be lighter,
easlor of manipulation, and Letter sulted
for transportation than a heavier ma-

terinl. 1t 18 found that the bamboo
oeracks when kept In dry afr, wsuch an
when stored In a room where there I

artificial heat, It has boen decided to re-
turn to a very light, hard wood, the siaff
belng made in sections for convenlence In
carrying, as wae the case with the bam-
bog staff. The lalter material was found
expensive, because those who furnished it
haé to purchase n lorge quantity of the
bamboo In order to get the pieces of re-
quired dimensions, It not being posmible to
reduce the sige by machinery, as in the
case of hardwood,

Bome idea of the cost attending the use
of the automoblle In the milltary service
is furnighed this week by the offer of sals
by public auction by the dopot quarter-
master ut Washington of an automoblle
which was purchased two or three yeirs
ago and which has recently been In use
iIn Cuba. It was found that the vehlocls
required 2 new mechaniem and that the
manufacturers would replnce this for
1,000, This waa considered too much
money to spend on the sutomobile and It
is offered for male am condemned materinl
The great cost of repairing machines of
this type In & very good Indication of the
expense which attends the use of the au-
tomoblle In the army. Thowe who are In-
terested In such o mode of transportation
are mure than ever convineed that the
military motor car. either for frelght or
passenger service, has not been furnished
Such a vehlole must be confined strictly
to the lines of utllity without decoration
or the luxuries which smbelllsh tha mo-
tor cars now on the market. It is, of
course, appreciated by those who have to
do with the subject that the automoblle in
in a stage of development and that one of
the eanleat problens connected with its
adjustment to military use will be the
sacrifice of the needlesa Nxtures wWhich con-
tribute merely to appearance and add the
quality of luxury.

PFERSONAL NOTES.

The antl-rent agitation in Manhattan Is
not so strange as la the fact that people
should care to live on the lsland at all

Eleven sellers of bogus mine stock have
been convicted in Colorado and fined and

imprisoned. Thelr dupes pay the fines, but |
the Jall stunt, fortunately, has to be their
own,

“1 don'l belleve a word that you have told
me, "’
hearing the evidence of s polioeman, thus
accentuating’ the sccepted statement that
a policeman’s lot Is not & happy ona.

Prof. Paul M. Mibukoff, leader of the
Constituttonal demooruis in the Rusalan
Duma, left 8t. Petersburg on Thursday for
the Uniled Biates. He plans to take the
steamer Carmania from Liverpool, Jan-
uary 4 While in America he will gpeak on
politioal matters

Mre. Thomas P. Gore, wife of the blind
senator from Oklahoma, accompanies her
hurband to each wesslon of the senate, and
watches gvery gesture of the man in
whose election she contributed more than
anyone elge. The senator himsell calls
her “his eyes and right hand.,” and says
shoe knows more aboul parliamentary law
and politica than any other woman In the
country

An important historieal discovery in
Mexico has resulted from the efforts of
Dr. Herbert E Belton, the American his-
torlan, who le In Mexico City, sngaged In
resenrch work under the direction of the
Carnegio institute of Washington, The
dimcovery conslsts In the unearthing of
vighteen of twenty-two documents taken
trom Lhe person of Lieuteénant Zebulon M.
Pike, of the United Biates army, by Span-
\sh saldiers in 1804

A Momeyless Campnalign,
New York Times

The prospects sre that the coming elec-
tion will be less Influenced by Lhe use of
money than any in & long Ume. The inter-
ents that in the past are belleved to have
supplied Lhe minews of war in the largest
amount are not likely to open their check
books very wide for either of the Iwo
chief parties. Indeed, the men who have
bean most famous for alleged Hberality
are now inclined to regard the lssue as
[oregone, and that ia not an opinion which
would Induce Lhem to pay out hard cash.

Why We FPolnt With Pride.
Chlcago Record-Horald
Our aavy certainly s & wonder. One
hundrod men from each of the batllleships
which psused at the Island of 7Trinided
were given shore leave and there wers no
brawls, Can other natlons blame us for

RAILROAD BUILDING 0F YRAR.
—
Record of New Miloage, Bettermeants
and Eguipment.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

Beyond all question 187 weuld have heen
the banner year for raliway comstrustion
in the United Btates but for the panic and
the unsettled conditions preceding (L

Because of an unparallelsd voluma of
traMa and the dsmands from all parts
of the country for additional transporta:
tion facilitien during 1M4 and the esarly
part of this year the rallroads undertook
almost countless constructlon projects. Om
Inet March | contracts were In affect for
the bullding of over W00 mles of new
track, while plans wers practioally adopted
for as many more

Bince that dale, however, contracts have
been awarded for less than 2000 miles of
track. Excopt In cases where the work
was po far advanced (hat It would cost
more to stop It tham complete It, rallway
construcilon throughout the ocountry
stopped on Beptember 1 for an Indefinite
poriod,

In view of the conditions which made it
practically impossible fog tha rallroads to
well new securities to defray construction
expensan, the high prices of material, and
the mearcity of labor at the beginning of
the yoar, It ta remarkable that In the
year ndw ending 5874 miles of new rall-
rond were built, making the total mileage
In the United Btates 28500 milen.

The new mileage of 1007 i only 2% miles
lens than that of 1808, which was surpasssd
oniy by that of 1828, when the high record
of 7108 miles was established

Loulslana leads all other states In new
milsage thia year, having to Itsa credit
1 miles, while South Dakota and Texas
are second and third with 38 and 381
milea. In Florida 50 miles wore built, In
Washington 311 miles, In Missinaippl 882
miles, In California 2353 miles, In Minne-
sota T17 miles and In Virginia 20 milen.
In the nine states named there were built
1T mliles, or nearly half of the new
track lald in the ehtire country.

By groups of states the new mileage
Is ap Tollows: Neow England states, 38
miles; Middle Atlartic states, 35 Central
Northern, 419; Bouth Atlantie, 1,008; Gulr
and Misslesippl Valley states, #80; South-
weatern states, 888 Northwestern siates,
L170; Pacific states. 1,00,

The biggest construction project which
i Lelng carried out Is the extension to
the Pacific coast of the Chioago, Mil-
waukee & AL Paul aystem, ‘The longest
stretoh of single line bullt during the year
was from Kenewick to Vancouver, a joint
line for the Gireat Northern and Northern
Pacific.

The effect upon the raliroads of the
panic and adverss legiwiation, national and
ntate, s sven more stirikingly mhown by
the decroase in orders for squipment than
by the falling off In construction. In 1007
only 3482 locomotives were ordered by the
rallroads, while 6,62 were ordered In 1008,
The frelght car ordera for 19 amountsd
to 310,516 cars, while In 1907 leas than half
as many, or 181711, cars were purchased,
In 134 the rallways bought 3,802 passenier
cars, and In 107 only 1,791

Rigld retrenchment s the order of the
day on every ralirond In the ecountry,
chiefly because of the financial conditions
and proapects,

LIFE IN THE FAR NORTH.

Flain Living and High Thinking of
Sturdy Natives of Ieeland.
Nationsl Geographical Magazine.
Nowherd s the contrast between man
and his surroundings so glaring as In lce-
Iand. Buried In snow In darkness, de-
prived of every comfort, living on rancid
butter and fried feh. drinking sour whey
and milk, dressed llke his servan(y, seok-
ing in & little boat his food, yet n cultured
mind, possessing an Intimate knowledge
not only of the history of his own country
but of Greece and Rome; & poet fond of
throwing off satires, Intellectunlly and
morally the equal of his REuropean guest,
consldering himself your equal and re-
furing to be orderod about by a rich Eng-
lUshman, owner of severnl sguare miles of
Innd and hundreds of sheep, with & pedi-
gree golng further back (han that of his
visitor; a jack of all trades, n blacksmith
In his smithy, boat Bullder and carpenter,
an artist In Aligres work, a ocarver in
wood, an eager reader In books, he has
universal education up to the degree to

which It s useful for a man.
Thers are no schools In Teeland, yet
every child at 11 can read, according to

the parish statistica. In no country in
Europe are so many books printed and
sold In proportion to the population. A

population of only 76,000, scattered In many
hamiets, has twelve printing presses, the
earilest belng established as far back as
1520; about 1M books annually, fourteen
newspapers and elght periodicals are pro-
duced to satlsfy the llternry needs of thias
Httle nation.

Yet this literary people still live In a
pastoral and Homeric civilisation, which
is & modern lesson of the healthfulness of |
human lfe llved In close contact with the |
free, wild life of nature, such as would
have delighted the heart of Roaseau or
Thoreau. As a proof that this life Is
healthy, I give the example of n clargy-
man who dled four years ago 110 years
old, having managed Lo live all his days
healthy and happy on 510 a year. the
average stipand in the Teelandic church.

| the mountaine

colnting with pride?

The sheep yield food and clothing. Their

remurks & New Tork judge after | wool is pulled off In the spring, carded,
| spun, woven in hand looms and worn un-

dyed. You make shoes of their skin and
spoons of their hormes, Rvery opportunity
f# seized for the telling of storles and re-
¢iting of posms. Only the milk ewes are
kept at homae In the summer to be milked.
The rest of the sheop are gathered In from
In autumn, notice being
wiven al church from the pulpit,

The autumn gatherings, with peopls sit-
ting an the walls of the stone Inclosure
telling stories, are quite Homerie. The
winter evenings are spent with each mem-
ber of the family busy at work In the
sama room; the men on thelr knees shav-
Ing thse wool off the sheep akine, making
ropes and nets of hair; the women using
spindle and distaff, embroidering, etc, af-
ford a still better opportunity for stories
and puns,

There aras even wandering minstrels who
gain their llvelihood by reciting prose or
poetry, which they know by heart, at
various farmhouses il they exhaust Lthelr
mock.

Merriment Makea Him Sad.

NEW YORK, Dec, 0.—Joseph B. Ford of
Willlamsburg, Brooklyn, left a children's
Christmas parly at the houss of & (riend
last night, walked cut on the versna, and
shot himsalf. He died within a Iew min-
utes. Ford took & number of boxes of
candy (o the party and ssamed to snjoy
himself, Just before ne went out of Lhe
house he told his friends that the merri:
ment of the children made him sad because
it reminded him of his wife who disd
soveral years ago and of the home that
her death caused to be brokem up.

L

[

' 80 our hearts

AS IT WAS, 18 AND BHALL RS,
the Times Not = New

FPhemamenn,
New York Tribune

Thare ares those who see uwful portents
in the signk of the timos, to whom thé
world, and pérhaps sapecially this nation,
sbems golng along the paths of covetous-
neas, luxury, profligacy snd dissipation to
trretricvable ruln, and who bitterly Tument
the passing away of the Eood old days
of soberness, Industry and thrift

Yot 128 years ago today. in the time of
the primitive snd sturdy viriaes of our
ancestors, a0 Judioclowa an observer as
Goorge Washington wrote to his  friend
Benjumin Harrison: “If [ was to be talled
“upon to draw & ploture of the limad and
“of men, from what 1 have seen snd heard
“and In part known. [ should In ona word
“say that Idleness, dissipation and ex-
“travagance seoma to have lald hold of moat
“of them: that speculation, peculstion and
“an insatiable thirst for richea seems lo
“have got the better of every olher cons
“sideration and almost avery order of
“men. [ need not repeat to you that I
“am alarmed and wish to see my couns
“trymen roused.” &
Of a truth Solomen the mon of Dmvid !
wias right when he sald: “Say not thon,
“What Is the causs that the former days ‘
" ‘were better than these? for thou domt
*not Inguire wisaly concsrning thie*

Epirit of

———— e e

PARSING PLEASANTRIES.

“That milllonairs takes groat pride In say.
Ing thn he In a self-made man*

Ah That accounts for hia
not tnll'll’ fintahed,"—Baltimore

mannert
American,

Clarjee—~1 think Mr, Gunaon Is dreadfully

stingy.
Clarence-8tingy? .= Why that . man

wouldn't even tell a story at his owh ex-

penee ! —Harper's Weekly,
“Yep,”' mald the mnelghbor, "my bhoy'n
pretty smart. 1 reckon he'll be in son-
one o° these duys, I've got “Im f¢
tratning for 1.
. reabouts s he trainin'?'  asked

Farmer Corntml (]

gymnasinm T ' —Washington

“in & Hbrary or
Btar.

According to Emest Thompson Beton
moapuitoes do not bite froge.

It takes a grand, sweel trath of this
kind to aroums in the calloused heart a de-
#gire for a closer contact with nature.—=
Cleveland Pleindoaler.

Oklahoma offered Bryan a sepatorship Wl
he would move over thare

“Thank sou,” responded the Nebraskan, |
“hbut my habit of running for something
every four years I fixed,’

Howaver, they eleoted another biind man
—Philadeiphla Ledger,

"l"l'lll Ia s0 sudden.

“But, my darling, I feel I canmot walt
much longer."

“But 1 couldn't think of marrylng any- |
bods tll next year. "—Haltimore American,

—— | ®

"

“Pa,’' complained the boy, "'so long an 1 |
g0 o the sarie school with Tommy Tuff 1
ean't be a Christian Sclentist.’ l

“What 1" cerled the 'ler of the new
¢hurch; "“why can't you

“rCaume It's hard m belleve that n punch

in the jaw Is anll ¥ Iimagination.”" —Cath-
oliec Biandard and Times,
'
*Did yo' ‘Jo yo' Christmas tucke¥,
Bruddah Rooshigh?"
“Shucks! Doan' yp' knew pomabody
done stole that tuckey?

"Co'ne I does! Bul did yo' “Joy 117w
Browning's Hucuinu

“In love with that F‘c nniless u m-mp. |
ars you?' sald old utlﬂ' " pro-
pose to cure you of that.” \

“You can't,'” retorted t!u wnful young
girl, “I'm determined to marry him

“That's It exactly. 1 propose to I-t you |
do it.""<Philadelphia Prese.

Raynor—Had a big famlly dinner at your
house the other day, had you? Any poor
relations?

yne—Lots of 'em. Every fellow that |
tried to tell A good story made a fallure of |
it.—=Chicago Tribune. 1

I see whers that mute avpeal in to ba
heeded of the poor trousered cagle on the
gold plecen.'™

“"Yen; apparently, a cara of the eagle

pants for reform.” —Baltimore American.,

“You across Jiny
while you were dia
you™'

“Nope: he dodgaed st just the right time.*
—Houston Post

didn't happen to run
out In Yyour aulo,

“Old Hunks |»s on the wrong slde of tha
market, lan't he?

“I don’t mee any ev idence of It."

“You don't? He's taking n 10 cont Tunch- |
son of coffee and sinkers.'

“That's a certain indication that the mar-
ketiln golng hix way, When ho's lowing he
orders canvasback duck and champagne
You don't know old Hunks.™

"She's rather plaln, fen't she?™’

“Bhe may Le plaln, but her father wal
olevor enough to come out of the flurry
a milllon to the good.''—Cleveland Fluln

Dealer,

Intimate Friend—They suspended you
trom the Hot Bporta’ elub? What had yo
done?

Victim (choking with wrath)—Not & blan
thing! All they could prove against me wa
that [ had trimmed a sucker and gol his
wad, ]ual ucfvlou or nnL other man would
have done. I.ruu Tribune.

“1 wish you'd t-.-il me what alls this
| watoh,” sald the caller, passing It over the
showoane, ihe

Tha Jewelar took

looked mt (t.

“Where did you get lt"‘ he asked. f
"Al an auwction store.” |

‘“That's oll that ails it,'" sald the jew-

timepiece and

esler, handing It back. ~é‘hkm Trivune,
*“What!" exclalmed the husband, “You
drew

our savings from the bhank, went to
" bro{nr- offive, and bought Z, X., and
Y., stock ai 14, when It has been dropping

ke a rock?"
YBut, my desr," I’?Od the wife. *It
was such n bargaln. Why, during the short

time 1 was In the office I saw & man

mark It down to 14 frum 41" —Buccass
Magasine.
FROGRIESS,
———
B W. Gillllan in BSucces,
Near the town of Up-agsinst-it, in the

land of Root-or-dle,

Wao have found our very

you and 1.

Tolling up the hill ealled Have-to,
{vmpulllon for & gulde

We have made Ihaea{art of offort that was
never yet denl

In the ﬂyywnm Can't and Couldn't, with
thaly brother, What's-the-ume,

While our demrest foe, Horn-wesry, seized
with joy each poor rxcilse,

Yel behind us, unrelenting drove
heartless maonater, Must

And our feet sssayed no lagging, spite of
hill or heat or dust

It was there wo grew the sinews for the
strugge—you and I—

Near th-'t‘own of Up-sgainst-it, in the land
of Root-or-dle

Near that wvillage, sgninet-it, In the

land of Root-or- d

We discovered punlbl!tl!u undreamed of
~you and [

Were there heartaches In that
Little, then. our master cared,

As along that stony highway under whip

d‘lpur we fa

Bread-and-butter lrudm beslde us, with

a keen and ruthhulgo

That should quicken hal footsteps N

wo loitered on Lhe roul

Pride and Spunk, two crmwl.y sintern, Jured

us on with myriad wi

the masier's wealts were painieas 84

we (ramted on Lheir amiles.

strong to conquer, &4
The ‘hamiet, Up-againet-it, in the land

Past the ham P -At, ™
of Root-or-dle,

finest inspiration,
with

journey

All

e ——

THERE IS A CHARM ABOUT

SHERIDAN COAL

BEAUTIFULLY CLEAN, HOT AND LASTING $7.50

VICTOR WHITE COAL CO., 1214 Farnam. Tel Beug. 127

LY

-

byl

-



