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WHEN OUT OF TOWN.
Subacribers leaving the city tem-
porarily abould have The Beeo
mailed to them. Address wiil be
changed an often as requested,

Never too late to do Christmas shop-
ping uatil Santa Clans Is actually here,

B0 far as Mr. Taft s concerned, the
Migsouri republicans admit that they
have been shown.

Admiral Dewey celebrated his 70th
birthday ahead of time. The admiral
has a habit of getting in ahead of
time,

A rallroad train has been invented
that will rup on one rall. The need
“ig for a rallroad train that will stick
to two rails.

It is semi-offoially announced that
Japun does not- want the Philippines,
Japan has been educated not to want
anything It cannot get.

Ho far as the small boy I8 concerned,
tomorrow will be the longest day In
the year, regardless of what the calen-
dar may have to oﬂe: on the subject.

Local republicans simply refuse to
become excited nine months ahead of
timeé over who 18 to be thelr preferr
sandidate for congress In this distri
next fall,

Three children were polsoned at
Detroit by eating samples given away
at a pure food show. hllc,hia:n.’n's pure
food law cannot have been modeled
after that of Nebraska.

If it Is true, as pow asserted, that
the Scotch dinlect used by Barrie, Mac-
laren and other modern fiction writers,
is never heard In Scotland the Scotch
are to be congratulated.

Tom Johnson, Tom Watson and Tom
Lawson have called recéntly at the
White House. As soon as Tom Tag-
gurt pays his visit, the president will
bave heard all the tomtoma,

Mrs. Howard Gould has testifled In
court that a $700 skirt is one of the
necossaries of a womafdl's life. St
lole of good women-are doing pretty
well without such necessaries.

Senator Cullom has offered a bill
for a consuiutional amendment limit-
ing the presidential term to six years
This proposal stands just as good show
of being adopted me It ever did.

The fleet e ¥oute (o the Pacific
has twenty-six plamolas distributed
among (he differgnt ‘yessels. The sall-
ors are to have ail ‘the discomforts of
home as nedrly as they can be pro-
vided.

Jahn Sharp Williams has not been
mean enough to suggest that he en-
; fn that fGsticuff encounter just

way of gétting into practice for his
peming cireer in the United States
senate.

In the last fiscal year, 1,285,349 {m-
migrants arrived in the United States,
bringlag $26.000,000 of real money
with them. An unnecessary amount
of fuss has been made over the recent
sxodus. y

By the jJudicious discrimination of
Police Judge Crawfard some people
who supposed (hey were laboring on
Bunday are being convinced that they
p'u Mu drawing wages under false

i

afendent McBrien has

Auate
eminent pretedent for refusing to con-
*?Mt&nmmmto

nge (Or & successar

REMEDIES FUR MINE EXPLORIONS,
The Jourth terrible coal mipne dls-
aster in the month of Dogembor ap-
centuates the dlscouraging aspects of
the ofMcial report just made by the
Geological Survey and emphasisyes the
nead of additional measures for t(he
protection of men who work under
the ground. According to the federal

Lreport more than 7,000 persons have

been killed or Injured In mine acecl
dents durlng the vear wnd the num-
ber of these disasters caw by ex-
plogion lg constantly Increasing. The
federal officials make the direet charge
that most of these horrors are due to
the fact that the mine operstors have
not secured or used ipformation ob-
tainable from other countries concern-
ing the explosives used, the ¢onditions
under which they may safely be em-
ployed in the presence of conk dust

or gus, and the general requirements
for health and safety in coal mining
oporations. In European cm;m.ries the
number of fatalities in coal mining
accidents s constantly decreasing,
while In the United States the constant
increase Is appalling.

The more recent investigations tend
to show that the use of machinery hab
greatly Increased -the preduetion of
dangerous coal dust and that electrical
propulsion furnishes the means of ex-
ploding, it. Expetts agree that” this
coal dust contalng high value as an
explosive, ‘more valusble even thén
powder, and that It would amply re-
pay the cost of collecting it, which
would at the same time minimize, If
not entirely aliminate, the danger from
explosions. The difficulty of protect-
ing miners may ™ arlse wholly from
natural conditlons, yet the need of
more carefully safeguarding life and
Iimb cannot be disregarded. The
recommendations of the government
experts might be enforced if necessary
by federal and state laws. The pro-
posed remedy may cost something in
money outlay but it ¢anrot cost as
much ns the successive explosions.
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A LOSTEXAMPLE.

A recelt address by former Con-
gregsman Lacey of lowa on “The Per-
gistent Influence of John Marshail,”
calls attention to a good example set
by that great jurist when presiding
over the highest judicial tribunal of
the land which s In danger of being
altogether lost. Explaining one source
of Marshall's lasting strength, he says:

Marshail's Influence |8 greater than that
of any other man with the lawyers of this
union, Marshall, llke our own great jus-
tice, Bamuel ¥. Milier, Hked to go upon the
circult and preslde over the deliberhtions
of the United Btatés courts in the clreuit
In which he was aasigned. This kept him
in toueh with the loeal bar and with the

people snd belter fAtted him for the per-
formance of his great duties at Washing-

ton,

ft is«a reasonably safe dssumption
that a majority of the practicing law-
yeérs in Nebraska or in lowa could not
tell off-hand which member of the su-
preme court of the United States Is as-
signed to supervision of the federal
Judicial efrcult in which their state fs
embraced. When Justice Miller was
on the supreme bench it was not un-
common for him to make his appear-
ance here in Omaha every year or two,
and to rub up against the rank and file,
of the profession by sitting beside the
¢ireuit judge and occasionslly giving
a gulding hand to the machinery of the
lower courts. It has, however, been
years since a Jjudge of the supreme
court of the United States has visited
our elty.

That this practice of circult riding
generally pursued would help the su-
preme court to & beiter understanding
of the great questions that comse be-
fore it, and especinlly of the different
polints of view from which they are re-
garded in widely separsted parts of
the ecountry and among different
classes of the community, goes with-
out saying. The temptation to hold
themselves aloof from the lower courts
and to teolate themselves from the bar
ought to be resisted by our supreme
court judges, and the example of Mar-
shall and of Miller kept alive by perl-
odlec Imitation.

THE PENALTY OF DELAY.

The eastern railroads allled with
the anthracite coal com)lnn are ap-
parently just awakening to the fact
that on May 1, 1908, they will bhe
subject to the operation of & new law
which will require a complete abans
donment of thelr methods of controll-
ing the fuel supply. The tederal rate
law, passed June 29, 1008, provides
that “from and after May 1, 1908, it
ghall be unlawful for any raliroad com-
pany to transport from suy state, ter-
ritory or the Distriet of Columbia to
any other state, territory or Distriet
of Columbia or to any forelgn country,
any article or commeodity, other than
timber and the mandfactured products
thereof, mined or produced by it, or
under its authority, or which it may
own in whole or in part, or in which
it may have any Interest, direct or in-
direct, éxcept such artlcles or com-
modities as may be necessary and.in-
tended for its use as a common car-
rier."

This prolibition wias almed directly”
at the rallroad companies which owned
or controlled practically all the hard
coal mines of the country and operated
them in & manner absolutely to. bar
competition. After a yeéhr and six
wonths, the coal roads are holding con-
ferences to consider what they are
golng to do about it. The rallroads
pow assert tha! It would be = dire
calamity to suspend the operation of
the mines and that sny efort to trans-
fer them to a holding company would
probably come in conflici with the
“direct or ludirect” phrase of the law.
The mines could be sold, they nsaert,
omly st & great Snancisl sacrifice
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vongress for an extengion of the time
before the Inw becomes effective,

The plea of the rallroads might he
more favorably considerad (I thay had
shown any disposition to prepare for
vompllance with the law, ey were
glven a yvear and ten months to make
thesea preparations and have allowed
neakly a year and a half to pass with-
out taking the first step. They have
not abandoned any of the obnoxious
practices against which the law was
#lmed and any embarrassment_they
may be now experiencing In view of
the proapective enforcement of the np‘.‘-
vislons of the measure i3 gf their own
making,

MAKE THE MOST OF THE OPPORTUNITY.

It must be geapifying for Omaha
business men to know that throughout
the country Omaha Is regarded as In a
firmer position commereially and

|ﬂnu_|clllly than most of the industrial

centers of its clags, It Is sald In all
well-Informed circles that Omahs,
Minneapolis and 8t, Paul are the three
citfes in the central west thal have
been loast affected by the recent panie
and consequent business depression.
While it Is enfirely unbecoming for
Omaha or any other city to add to the
burdens of its trade competitors, it is
nonetheless fully within our proviace
to take advantage In every legitimate
way of the superlor position we oe-
eupy. Tributary territory that by
right belongks to Omaha has bean in-
vaded from time to time by rival cities
which have made more or less head-

way through the use of special induce- |

ments which they cannot now continue,
It behooves our manufacturers, our
Jobbers and our bvankers to entrench
themselves under these favorable con-
ditions in all proper Omaha territory,
and to do 8o in such a way that it will
be hard later for outsiders to break in
and get any substantial part of this
businesz away from them,

Omsha has an opportunity to offset
possible trade losses at a distance by
closer culfivation of the nearby fleld,
which, after all, is the most desirable
and the most profitable, and we ghould
make the most of this epportunity,

The Omaha Water board has Most
out agaln before the United Statos su-
preme court in the water rate case.
Even before this appeal was called for
hearing the attorneys for the Water
board publicly admitted that they had
no standing in court and that the ap-
peal would be thrown out on a point
of jurisdiction. Yet, knowlng this, the
Water board attorneys persisted in
taking the case up and traveling to
Washiugton at the expemse of the
Omaha taxpayers without the slightest
expectation of securing any advantage
to the city. The costs of the appeal
are shmply money thrown away and an
excuse for the lawyers to bring in an-
other bill for fat fees for professional
services.

Colonel Bryan's latest pronounce-
ment on his attitude 18 as follows:

I shall not velunteer as 8 democratic
presidential candidate, but If T am drafted
I will not desert,

Carrying the simile a little further,
Colonel Bryan wants it distinotly un-
derstood that when he sees the draft-
ing oficer eoming he will run out to
meet him Instead of hiding behind the
door,

It Is suggested that Mr. Cleveland
be melected to head the New Jersey
delegation to the democratic national
convention at Denver. While no word
has come from Mr. Cleveland, it 1Is
generally understood that he has a
standing fishing engagement for every
day when Mr. Bryan s nominated for
the presidency.

of the local magazine temporarily. ed-
fted by Judge Button opens the way
for the inference that the judge Is gat-
ting ready to run for office again on
the issue of protecting the child
against the evll influences of the home,
But, of course, that is far from Judge
Hutton's intention,

That little fistle bout between John
Sharp Willlams and Judge De Armond
qualifies them to aspire to membership
in Omaha's democratie city council un-
der the administration of our cowboy
mayor,
ocenr,

President Roosevelt I8 not deterred
by high telegraph tolls from wiring his
mind fully from Washington to Gold-
field. The governor of Nevada when
agswering will be more 1'kely to count
the number of words In his telegram.

-

Count Witte and other prominent
Rusgians are (o take the stand In the
Btoessel court martial case to contra-
dict Kourop#tkin, who appears to be
the Senator Foraker of Russia. Every-
body Is anxious to contradiet him,

Denver has a large bullding devoted
exclusively to pugllistle aZalrs. It
might prove a drawing card to arrange
for a finlsk bout between Willlams and
De Armond, as a side attraction to the
democratie national convention.

Taking en Modern Frilis.
Indlannpollsn Newsn
It o't exactly clesr at this distande
what the Perslans are (rying €6 do, but
the _bullding of barricades looks as
though something unbsually modern for
thatl couBlEy were going 10 happen.

Pesalpists Disnppointed.
Chicago Newa.

Chancelior Day and Justice Brewser will
be surprised Lo learn that President Rooss-
yvelt waved good bye to the fleot with his
old rellable plug hat and not with a kingly
crown or even & Jewel-studded scepter,

' Comsolation for the Left,

‘THE _OMAHA DAILY BEE:

should any wvacancies soon
r

MONDAY,

that l'n-rnl mentiomen will be torced (o
iake cold comfort from the old sdage that
It s belter 1o Be right than to ba presi-
dent.™ They will decidedly find It & much
smmler Job,

Coming Out of the Holes.
Ban Francisco Chronicle.

The country bankw throughout (e mid-
dis west arc beginning to seek Investments
The most of them are niready handling
all the desirable local paper offering (talt,
and the affect in very noticeable In a ro-
¥ival of Industry, Tt will not take long to
get things into geod shape when oxamples
of this kind becomes abundani, as they
certainly will when the hoarded cash
emerges from ile temporary hiding places.

An Extraordinary Jaudagment,
Phlindelphia Record.

A most extrpordinary judgment hans just
been given in Lincolg, Neb, A wominn who
had been convieted killing her husband
hms won a Judgment against a fraternal
Mder for the amount of his life Insurance.
It is true ahe In at Jarge, under & pardon
from the governor, but the convietion
stands. she Xiled uer hushand, and i
now allowed to gdiher in the pecuniary re-
wand. Considerations of public policy ought
o make such a resull Impossible,

Home Rule tor Cltles.
New York Fress.

If the charter revision commitice's 18-
ommendations are heeded, New York m
to make an exporiment In haeme ruls,
with state control of municipal matisrs
eliminated. The movement to assert the
supremacy of the state and resist alleged
federal encroachment Is naturally fol-
lowed by & similar movement on the part
of the city against the state, and the state
will find Its own arguments used agalnst
Maelf. The movement Is a highly Inter-
esting one, as New York Is not the mmly
city hampered by the state,

A Dividend from Water.
Bpringficld Republienn.

The stock dividend declared by the Wesl-
ern Union Telegraph company can find po
Jjustifieation In sound public poliey, and It
Is even n worse offense against sound
finance, for it s pald betause the compaty
could mot afford a cash dividend. Thus
the capitalization ts Increascd just whon
the old capitalization & made to appear
too Jarge for easy contihuation of the old
dividend rate. Altogeilier it 18 a pretty
cheeky performance on the purt of » great
publie service monopoly, and will strengihen
the hands of those at Washington who
wounld bring the capiinlization of all such
concerns under federal control

Wasicfulness the Heal Cavse.
T Wall Btreet Journal,

Manager Sherer of the New York Clear-
ing house never sald & truer word than In
his address Before the National Manufac-
turers’ assoclation when he declared that
our present fnancial troubles are not due,
us |» often alleged, to the utterances of aAny
one man, but to the wastefulness of the
many, Howevér mistaken may have been
some of the recent speeches, these could
not have caupsed such a panic ma the one
we have just experlenced. The primary
cause must be sgught for deeper down In
the fundamentais of the situation, and the
tremendous wastes of war, fire and luxury
and crime are at the bottom of It all,

A Plea for the Canteen,
Springfleld Repuoblican.
General Frederick D. Gragt, in the courfe
of some remarks before a Clvic federmion
nudience in New York recently, sald that

although-he was himself a total abstainer, |

ha favored the post canteen, at lea=t untfi
the elvil authorities had sbollshed the
Iquor dens oulside of the mdlitary reserva-
tlons, The reports say therq was p lauvga
when he was proclalmed a total abstalner,
which caused him to repeat the declaraton
with smphasis. This recalls how wversist-
ently hig’ father was misrepresented in the
matter of whisky drinking, and presumably
memories of General U, 8 Granl's repu-
tation along that line during the ecivil war
caused the laugh against the son's asser-
tion of total abstinence.

BLOW AT FALSE PROPHETS,

Restrictionas on the Operations of
Notorious Tmposters.
Chicago Tribune,

Thercltr council wishes 1o drive out of
business the alleged seers, prophets, for-
tune tellers, seventh sons of seventh sonm,
and other imposters who thrive upon the
superstition and Ignorance of fhe com-
munity. In making the sttempt the alder-
men have a job on their hands Thess
frauds have been dolng business loe long
to be rooted out W a day.

They Tnhabit all parts of the city. They
bhave customeras among rich and  poor.
They rob all wijo have dealings with them—
the poopla who wish to recover stolen
property, the alck, the speculators, those
wha want thelr dreams Interpreted, and
the silly girls who wi o know about
future husbands, They live wlf e weak-
nesses of others. One of their specialties
is finding buyers for mining stocks worth
nothing. The simpleton who consylts them
about Investments is told Lo lose no time,
He Invests and

but buy certein stocks,

loses. The prophet ia the employe of the
moen who wish to dlapose of worthless
stooks.

The council ordinance makes It wn of-
fenss Lo print the advertisemeonts of these
impostors. That will not put & complete
ptop to thelr operations, but it will Inter-
fera serlously with thelr business. They
may keep thelr regular customere, bot the
supply of new dupes will not be so large.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

Britiah View of the Comrae It Wil
Frobably Take.
London Spectator

We belleve that the extreme reluctance
to take any such slep s due to a cause
which s the origin of half the diMculties
in Americap politics—the groul jenlousy of
the power of the f(ederal government
which hns marked Lhe enthiy history of
the wunion, which is the souwrce of the
partial opposition to Mr. Roosevelt's pul-
ioles, but which the people are slowly,
vary slowly, being forced by thelr develop-
ment to give up. They wanl thelr unlon
to bo o great pation, and must consequently
invest the federal government with the
powers—international, miftary, and foan-
clal-which every olher great natlon pos-
sessen. To 4p this completely they ey be
compelled to revise the constitution; bt
undoubtedly, as things cannot be and not
be st one and the same time, they must in
the end, however, reluclantly agres Lo Lhat
reduction of local Independences. They did
it la the civil war when Lhey suthorised
conscription; Lthey will have to do It If
ever they lmit Lthe estent of Iindividual
fortunes or eslablish & graduated succes-
slon duty, and they must do it whenever
In any emergency the natlon W cowpelied
suddenly to put forih s nations! strength.
The reluctance fo natural enough, Yor 1000, -
@ men have died 10 preserve Lhe constitu-
tion s It ta; but Providence has passed no
law exempting Americans from the pres-
sure of avenis or the operation of neces-
sitiea. They will bave 1o sccepl (hem,
willingly or unwillingly. and will gradusily
fAmd that the only effect of the chmnges ls
to make their cheles of & preaidont and
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OGN FPREMDENTIAL FIRING LINE.

The NSgquare Do‘ Polley amnil Secrel ary
~ Talt's Candldacy. 1
Kansus Uity Star (Ind)

A corporation seelking only that which
Ix jis right har nolhing te fear in the
ascendant candidacy of Becretary Taft

On the contrary, officials of such & core
poration may look with especial favor oh
the prospect of Mr. Taft's nomination and
election. “The secaretnry of war is & known
aquantity. He has been a potential factor
In the Roovsevelt administration. He haw
done more great things than any other
member of the Roosevelt cabinel, and he
has dona them expoditioualy, quletly and
effectively. Hin temperament (8 very dif-
ferent from that of the president. but like
Mr. Roosevalt, he thrives on work and
gels things done. He j8 judicial In training
and bhabit of thought, He' is far-sesing.
He welghn carefully. He is eminently Just,
and he has o cdonvinclng way In defining
Justics and an effective way in applying it
Bo far as the presidential office affects
the business uffairs of the natlon, thess
affairs would be particularly safe under thd
direction of such an executlve as Mr. Taft
would make.

The aitempts of those opposed to the
continuation of the Roosevelt polloles to
belittle the political strength and official
record of Mr. Taft cannot make head-
wiy agalnst the country’s knowledge of
hin charmeter, capacity and achieovemonts.
It s true that Mr. Taft bases his eandidacy
primgrily on the Roosevelt adminlstratfon.
But why notl Nexi to the president him-
nelf he has been the most Important figure
In that administration. He does not seck
to make a distinctive poaltion for himselfl.
He frankly relles on the country's approval
of the present administeation snd of his
own record, Yet he Ia by far the most dis-
tinctive as well as the most distinguisbed
candidats on the republican alde. OMclally
individual =
himpelf.

president as Mr. Roocsevelt

Senator Foraker's hon- Bid.
Cleveland Plain Dealer (dem.),
Arida from the senator's bogus bid for
the presidentinl nomination and his osten-
sible renumciation of senatorial ambition,
his letter contains painta that show Foraker
at hlz best and worst. When he appeals
for & greater regard for the constitution,
ar when he proteste that segators are re-
sponsible to thelr constituents and to no
one else, he says well things that are well
worth saying; though he is not the man to
say them. On the other band the letter
shows more than traces of his famllar
disingenuousness and malevolence. When
he tries to hold the president and the rate
law responsible for the currency famine,
as when he says gommercinl freedom Is
being restricted by laws based on the
theory that all men are knaves, he tlalks
palpable fally or worse, Nor 4% he stralght-
forwnrd In defending his course on rate
regulation; for what Ohlo people resented,
and still resent, was leas his opposition o
the Hepburn bill or Any other specific
measure, than his studled effort and evi-
dent purpose to block any and all resguls-
tive legisiatlon that promised a redl rem-

edy fur a real and great evil,

19:.1 Year's Platforma,

Chicago Inter Ocean (rep.).
Southern democratle leaders in Washing-
ton are jolning with northern conservative
democrats to frame W national platform
for 1908, And this platfgrm—to quote from
the press repori—"will repudlate govern-
ment ownership of rallways, the initiative
and referendum, and other radical policies
for which Mr. Bryan stands,” forcing Mr.
Bryan elther to stand on thia platform or
to refuse a nominhtlon, .

Anti-calamity platforms and candldafes
will undoubtedly be In strong public de-
mand next year. The American people are
beroming tired of being told how bad many
of them are and of being constantly urged
to sfspect one another. - By shavp suffer-
ing, which they fear may grow sharper,
they are being taught what are the fruits
of such an attitude In policies and govern-
ment, '

The republican party will updoubtedly
meet this demand with an antl-calamity
piatform and candidate. This is plain to
all discerning observers now, and will be
plain to everybody within a very few
months. Whitever of sanity there in lefl
in democratic leadership sees that the
democracy's only chance I8 to mest this
demand,

”

Secoretary Taft's Strength,
Chicago Record-Herald ind.).

There Is & great desire In the eaxt
among persons unfriendly -to the pro-
gressive republican polleles (o make It
appear that the Taft boom bas fluttened
out. They even go so far as to upe.kJ
rogeetfully of the fact,that so nice &
man should be suffering so great a dis-
appoitment. And yet there han not
been At any moment In the central west,
from which Taft Indorsemenin have
hitherto dome, one single indleation of
any kind whatever that Taft has suf-
fared the sMghtest losa of strength. On
the contrary, the indications all are thut
he Is galning strength every day.

And, what is more Important, the indi-
catlons all are that the Taft sirength
rests directly on a widespread populnr
confdence Iin him as the best fitted leader
for progressive republicanism.

Giovernor Johnson's Boom.
Boston Transcript (rep.).

That there s & boom for Governor John.
son of Minnesota yel remaing to be seen,
but he ia certainly in the limellght, and he
follows appggved methods in visiting the
capital, where he may be seen of all dem-
porats weary of (he Hryan ascendancy
Governor Johnson s very lttle known Lo
eastorners, bLut ho has made a brilllant
dabut In Washington as one of the most
striking of the oralors ut the Gridiron din-
ner, justifying Henry Watterson's Meclara-
tion of his capabilities, It ls perhaps more
than a colncidence thal the movement in
his support centers at Balttmore, for the
democrals of Maryland are palpably restive
under the Bryan regime. Bome of them are
booming Gray.' but the Baltimore News l8
for Johpson, and all of théem remember
that tn 188 and In 1800 the state gave Ite
slectoral voles for McKinley. In 1904
Parker got seven electors and Roossvalt
one. The Maryldnd democrats are con-
servalive, for Maryland lk.a business stats
and seldom has taken Kindly o e radical
dAemocratic program.

Think it ever, Democrais.
Washington Fost (ind ),

Let Gaorge CGray be nomiosted by Lhe
democrats for president of the United
EBtates. Thut is the first obvious dutly
of democrats. Let Willlam J, Bryan be
nominated for vice president. That is &
move suggested by . good polities and
eommon pense Then let demoorats of
all colors, classes, conditions and de-
seriptions get togetber and seo  what
would bappen. The arrogant and cock-
sure republican party would come off
its high horse in & jiffy, and the United
States would ace & cnmpalgn the like of
which has never been scen In this or say
other country

Think it over, democrnts!

Bonguet tor Bankers.
New York Outlook
The greal body of American bankers are
men of the highest honor. They can be

TWO PROBLEMA OF TAXATION.

The President's Heference to lncame
end Inheritance Taxes.
Baltimore American,

The recommendation In the president’s
mensage of an Incomis and Inherftance tax
involves some perplexing ausstions of law,
An incoms tax, for instance. was levied
and actgally enforced for a number of
yeura By the government, wMh the ap-
proval of the supreme court, It was subses
quently sbolished by sct of congress and
relmposed by the Wilson blll during Mr,
Clevolnnd's last Adminlstration. It was
then decidad by the narrow majority of
one vote in the supreame gourt to be un-
conetitutional, That such a tax when levied
directly 1 unconstitutionnl witl probably
be conceded by the majority of lawyers,
but there is the dilemma presented above,
In one Instance the tax was Imposed und
enforoed with the approval of the oourt,
abd in the other it was throttled on the

threshold.

There lg & way, howaver, of imposing this
tax, If It be necessary, which will surmount
the constifutional objections urged by the
supreme court in lin latter decision. It
can be levied and apportloned among the
states. It would then become the duty of
the states to fix the amount of Individual
tax and collect It. This ia & rather round-
about way of doing things, and would prob.
" be employed only in ecase of great
ethergency. In theory, a constitutional
amendment could bs adopted making a
direct income tax legal, but In practice It
has been found almost impossible Lo pass a
constitutional amendment for any purposs
whataver.

Abstractly, there can be littie doubt of
the equity of sn Income tax when fairly
enforced, It is the justost of nll exactions
by the state, but under the construction
of the constitution by the supreme court
it Is p right which Delonga to the siates,
and not to the general government. The
states have fsiled to make use of their
privileges In This regard, though quite n
number of them have adopted an inherl-
tance tax in one form or another, Maryland
being among the number, Hers #il col-
lateral imheritapnces are taxed, while in
some of the states of the union all Inherit-
ances—by descent or purchase—are Llaxed
and a heavy income derived therefrom.

1t has been maintained that the rule ap-
plled by Lhe supreme court to &n income
tax would be applicable likewise to an
Inheritance lax. This 1s not so clear. It
s notl s0 certnln that the court would
asgume the latter to be a direct tax on
the citizen, because the citigen who owned
the property would be dead and the helrs
would not yet have come Into possession.
Whisky s tuxed and beer Is laxed, snd
nundreds of other kinds of property have
been taxed at different periods of the na-
ton's history, and there I8 no apparent
reason why property which la in transit
from one owner {o another, or others,
should not be likewlse the subject of na-
tionnl taxation, It all depends, however
upon the necd of such taxation. It ls ol
necesanry for the government to go afleld
to Mfind objects for taxation, If it has
enough already at (ts disposal, and the
revenues appear to be and have boeen ample
for several years. Any kind of novel taxa-
tlon will mevitably silr up opposition and
exoite strife—something that it is always
well to avoif, especially when the com-
munity is recovering Its equanimity after
& huge financial fright.

UNCLE SAMUEL'S OWN PROPERTY

A Row of Twelve Figurea for i Exs
3 presalon.
New York Bun.

Official figures show the lolal wealth of
{he United States as $107,000,000,000 for the
year 164 The following years ndded some-
whit to that stupendous sum, but the
shrinkage of recent months makes us ve
luctanl even to estimate the probable
wealtlh of today. Perhapsa there is enough
Joft (o require a row of twelve figures for
ita expreseion.

The point ia perhaps & matter of ourios-
ity mather than of importance, but a spe-
clal Ynagulry elicits the information that
while his agents report the total wealith
of the country, our Uncle Bamuel has no
record of the value of his own particular
properties. He = the proprietor of vast
areas of land, of extensive foresis, the
owner of many buildings, much machinery,
warsiips, military equlpment, and an as-
sorted lot of property that has cost mli-
lions upen milllons of dollars. It appeara
that the institotion known as Our Govern-
ment has no inventory of liw various pos-
sessions and no knowledge of the aggre-
gatls valus of its property.
be mads up would probabiy be obilalnable

by & prolonged search in the varlous e~

partmonts at Washingten. The Interior
department haa charge of lands, the Treas-
ury of public buildings, and cther depari-
ments have charge of other properties.
Whether such a compliation of values i#
merely neglected or whether it is delibar-
staly avolded we do not knaw. AL EnY
rate the country is rich enough to be In-
different about the matter, and It |s mors
than lkely that If the figures weie known
& blithesome group of Mnancial theoriets
would insist that the property be made Lhe
Basls of & huge lssue of national masel
ourrency.

There b8 more gold mnd silver in the na-
tjonal treasury than would be naeded Lo
pay the pational debi, and thers are ne
mortgages on Unole Sam's real estale, His
2 per cent bonds sell at m promium, and
outside of the bonds heid as securlly for
deposita and note circulation be hus only
& litlle more than $60.000,000 of outstanding
obligations available for Investors, Whether
his wealth is known or unknown, his credit
s unexcelled.

WARNING FROM EXPERIENCIL
L]
New England Hint te lowa Cilles on
Heating Planis.
Springfala (Mass ) Republican.
The question of cstablishing In the lown

city of Des Moines central heating plants, |,

preferably to bo owned by the municipal-
ity, as a means of overcoming the mmoke
nulsance and relieving people from the
care of thelr own heatlng pluats, Is belng
discussed and finding advocates. It I8 de-
clared In Des Molnes that the cqntral
hasting system plant is being succesafully
used in Detrolt, for example, and that the
cost of heat Is much reduced there, not
to apeak of the relief™of caring for indi-
vidual furnaces. It I also stated that »
pumber of small lowa towns and clties
have these systems and that they are
working well, All of which will serve Lo
remind Springfeld people of the fact that
this thing was tried aut in this city and
finally abandoned. It will be remombered
that the loosl gas light company for
years maintalned u large heating plant,
and that the result was not desirable, so
far as the streets were concerned. Nol
only was the snow quickly melted off In
winter, but there was invelved a constant
and most annoying digging ap of the sur-
face of the streetg. The nulsance of jt
all Apnlly became o great that the gas
light company abandoned this field of its
operations, much to the genersl satisfac-
tium.

Stretehing the Saddie Test.
Balumore American.
president plans to extend his saddis
members of the engineer corps of
It would ssem more consistent,
well as more up to date, to sliminats

4
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COAL MINE SACRIFE

28
,l-
Fearful Price Pald te the Meoloch of
Fuel,
Pittsburg  Dispateh.

The Lhedry of & tyele in fatalities which
caused  Indusirial calamities to ooewr In
groups at various Intervals of tims will get
a freall stimulus by (he promptnsss with
which the exposition In the Falrmotint
Coal company's mines st Manongah, Wi
Va., follows that in the Naomi mine. There
had not been s destructive mins explosion
in this section for a lomg time. But the
Naomi disaster broke that fortunats ex.
emption and calamily seems to emphasise
it with more lerrible slnaghter. Acoording
to the full superstition, & third must fai-
law mooner or later before the tale ls
made up.

Of course, it would ba freatipnal 1o bee
llave that an insorutable Providence de.
creea at ceriain Intervals that a forsor
dained succocsmion of mine diansiers must
take place. But thers Is énough In the
facts to suggest at least this feundation
for the theory. While the mamory of pry-
vious dizasters I8 fresh all are walehful
and alert against the causes that may pro-
duce such disasters, Owners and superin-
tendents are carnest for ventllating and
shutting off gaseous paris 6f the mines;
imspectors and fire bosses are vigilant
agalnat all signa of tha fatal alement and|
the miners themsalves are carelul aguinst
the perilous combination of gas and naked
lamp. But the mamory becorpes cold, Tha
abaence of new disasters engenders a false
security. Ome or another relaxes tha oon-
stant watchfulness, untll finally new afs.
astera come to enfarce the lesson that
never-sleeping cars I8 the price of saféety
in mining and even then does not alwara
nscurs It L

Two such mine calamities coming clofs
together call for thorough and searching
Investigation. Every pspect of the cass
should bs teariesnly probed, and If there s
nagligence anywhern It should rocelva ax.
emplary punishment. For If human [1ife
has been sacrificed to negligence ar en-
pidity the mansiaughter cannot be stoppad
unless those responsible for |t are made to
suffer an adequate penalty.

PERSONAL NOTES,

Chancellor Day's book » being am-
tribisted gratid to members of congress,

Santa Claus s golng to remamber only
the good boys this year. However, boys
of the other kind are hard to find just he-
fore Christmas, ‘

While Interesied In the Harriman-Fish
squabble, the country in willing to take for

gErantesd that the two gentlemen do not
hold ench olther In high esteem.
Diamond imporigtions are reported

smaller In New Yok thian at any time
within the last tem years. The point at
which people hegin Lo economize!

In their war upon ticket speculntora, New
York thesteér managers o mot peem o
have thought of the simple pian of not
selling tickets to the speculktors.

Vern Fedorovna Kommisarjewkays, a
Russian actress, |s coming to this country
next spring, just about the time dramatio
criticsa are getting that tired feeling any-
way. ,

Ninety-four out of 1% young men desirving
to enlist in the navy were rejocted because
of weak hearts, ascribed to clgarsttes, In
this brief announcement thers f8 the aub-
stance of a long serman,

Chief Justice Fuller Is defendant in a
suit by the building department of Chicage,
whers ho owns a hotel, which. it in Alleged,

does not conform to law. The ciase will
probably not be gurried o the supreme
court. . -

Senater Borah' of ldaho s a maasivs
man, with & massive face. His hat would
fall down upon the shoulders of the aver-
age man. He har a deep, musical volce
and a whimsical way of expressing him-
self that at once males the stranger faeol
perfectly ut home In his company. He's
never In too big & hurry to be friendly,
and he replies direotly to any question.

SUNNY REFLECTIONS, ’

“Your hushand would make any sucrifics
for you, wouldn't he?"

“Indeed ha wouwld: since he read how =
mun was pofgoned In New Yolk from hapd-
ling money he has not permitted mo to
handle a bit."—Houston Pont.

“This subserviency to wealth = almnlt'
disgusting. Here Scribbell, the aocioly "
has writien verses tn Miss Millyuns' ‘falry
feet,' and they're as hig as all outdoors.
Can you imagine how he could get up any
sentiment about them ™

“Certalnly, such s subject should be all
nole."—Baltimore American.

"ﬂonr;:.- must Jove you.''
“Why ™'

“Heeps coming fo see you with Christs
mas looming up." |

“Yes: but he's geiling
some.”"—Washington Herald.

Customer—You ask a good deal for your
candier, It stems to me, 1 can get thess
thin ut that place around the c¢orncr for
much less than vour prices'

Proprietor—Quite likely. That's a candy
kitehien. This s a confectionery parior.—
Chicago Tribune.

“In spite of all de valuables he has to

ribute,” suld Upe n. “'Old Banty
aus nover yit wis accussd of graftin.
An' datl’'s one lhlng dat makes me suspeck
dar ain' no  sec person,”—Washington

very aquarrols

“J like » man wilh an open countenance.”
“Then you o t to mest my fpiend
Btratcher.”

”Ha': always yawning."=Cleveland Plain
Donler.

“is he one of those men who suffera In
silenca?’
“No, he's married."—Houston Posl.

ﬁlu or e teampest hud broken out In
e, origin teapot.
“1 1fted the :?3. anyhow,' chuckled ths
original tempeat.

& tempest subsaided, but rase
thundering down the ngo
Tribune.

SUSPICIOUS CHEERINKESNS,
Bt. lLouls Republic.
Everybody's good to me—
Just now;
Just as good as good can be—
Just

now;
Wife s gentle, kind snd sweet,
Geis just what I want tg eal
Murmurs things 1 won't e
Just now;

the
o

-
.
(OMce boy s most polite—
Just now;
Wants to stoy and work at nighte
Just now;

Postman has & cheery hall

Wh he comes . n with the mall,
Bringw each phokage Without fail--
Just now;
every wish—

Cook s :m\dlng
Al ot “tach longgd-for, dish
ways gel oac ~for -

Just now; ’

Children pever make & nofse—

“Quist paph maost #n!"-

They are splendid 4 and boye-
Just mow;

Friends are drapping in to call-
Just mow;

Mignty plessant, one and all—
Just pow,

Telling ] ne W sea
5 et P

!lﬂ'i
Elevalor boy wears smlles—
Walters W'Jm-t wiles—
now; o
. s
my shain Lo
ust now,

Ob, how fna 1t In 1o Iive—
I've wi ig Jayk 1Rt Jte can gtve-
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