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JAMES GOW WHOSE CENTURY OF LIFE IS NEARLY TOLD

Almost a Hundred Years of Life, of Which More than Half Have Been Spent in Nebraska, the Tale of This Man Who is Still Hale and Active in the Home of ¥is Youth

MAHA had not even been dreamed of when James Gow,
plonecr of Nebhraska, passed his forty-second birthday.

ington county, New York, Auvgust 16, 1512,
presldent of the United States then,
only twelve years.

James Madison was
o~ Y Washington had bheen dead
& country was againt lovolved | L :
Ureat-Britain and was galning glory on the sea and t:m‘ thzrg::ll:
lakes. Three dass after the birth of Mr. Gow the famous !rlkul».
Constitution, captured the British frigate, Guerriere, He was more
‘Ihlﬂ i year old when Perry gained his celobrated victory over the
English and sent his famons message to Washington, “We have met
the enemy and thoy are ours,"” He wap 2 years old when the British
burned Washington.

The place of his birth was full of historie assoclation. Colonel
Baum and his Hessinns had muarched aoross the Gow farm during the
days of the revolution. Gemneral Burgoyne made his final surrender
only a few miles from the farmhouse. James Gow was the fourth
of an old-fashioned family of eight boye and four girls. His father
was Scotch and a good type of that rugged race. The farm was
rood rraﬂlnim: ground for a rugged man ussd to battling with
raturd, It was stony and the soil was barren. Only by means of
hard labor could the sturdy ploueera wrest from it a living,

Jamos worked hard and managed to get a bit of sshooling In
odd times when the coaseless grind became a little loss pressing. At
the age of 18 years he started life for himself, leaving bome with
nothing but the clothes on his back and a ernde knowledge of efrs
pentering. He found work in the nelghboring towns and when em-
ployment became scarce there he tramped all through the state work-
lng as a Journeyman and pleking up additional skill in the branches
of the trade, He worked for Ben Rathbun, who did so much in the
bullding up of the clty of Buffalo, He engaged algo in the carriage
making business and it Is his pride that he has constructed every-
thing in this line from a wheelbarrow to a rallroad car.

When He Was Twenty-One

When James Gow had attgined the nge of 21 years there were
loss than fifty miles of rallroad in the Unlied States. The rallroad
was still regarded as rather a visionary undertaking by the con-
servative people of the day who shook thelr wise old heads mistrust-
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"“The whole tyibe went away iu the gpring on the big hunt.

women, pappooscs, tepecs, doge and everything went away.

Fifty-threa years Mr. Gow bhas lived In Bellevne while a Indians trusted me proity much aad some of them tsed to store the
h - clty of 160,000 people has sprung up in the wildernees n governmont suphlles—flour, coffee and sugar-—in wy garret whils
) few miles to the north. He was born on a farm in Wash- they weré gone. They would always try to conceal the stuff

Bo It was not vigible to the naked sye and then shake a finger at me
in parting and say, ‘Ugh, Omaha stenl.’ When they returned aftey
two months from the hunt they would come in and take the staft
awa)y withott so miuch as thanking me.”

Fate of the Village

The years went on and the severyl pettlements along the river
rrew and gathercd strengih ke young Hercules: And the quostion
arose upon whilch should fall the mantle of good fortune that would
transform it into & great city., In Bellovue were men who belleved
nnture had made the river bed and banka at that point ideal for the
econgtruction of w rallroad bpldge and that therefore Bellevne should
be the site for the Unlon Paciflc termfoal. “They also bhelleved the
game kindly nature had made the country there level and that there-
Jore It was the {denl site for & graat elty, Meotings were held and
gr:mt plans were made jost as meetings were being held and great
plans being made in Omaha and Floremce. The story of this strug-
gle in which the happy lot fell to Omaha 18 old,

But this naver worried Mr. Gow, With true Scotch practieal-
ness and conservalism he deolared In one of those meeotipgs of the
optimiste that they would ‘bhave plenty of ronm on & forty-acre lot
for all the town they'd bave in the next ten years.” They Isughed
at hin. And, had the fortunate lot fallen to Bellevue, they would
have laughed best. As things turned out, however, he proved the
hetter prophet,

Mr. Gow was élected county judge of Sarpy county in 1868.
He was re-slected four other thues, serving altogether ten years.
During these years he llyed In Papllilon. He was elected to the
lower house of the legislature In 1882 and served through the ses-
slon of 1883, He was active in school work in the carly daya. Hea
orzanized the first school distriet In the county, No, 1, located at
Bellevue. 'This was In the fall of 1856. Though not & member of
the church he has alded actively in church and charitable work.

Mra, Gow dled In 1880 and Judgs Gow has never remarried. He
hns six ehildren. They are Willlam Gow, a farmer near Bellevue;

Dr Frank F. Gow, of Schuylerville, N. Y.; James Gow of Bellevuo;
ingly and sald It was an avil tendency ef a corrupt. generation that Faward Gow of Belleyue: Mra. Elibezeth A, Peters of Bellevue and
wasn't satisfied with the hooést borses and eattle the Almighty had Mra. Tucy Durrle of Des Moines, Tn. He has twenty-five grand

created to draw people about, The world had jJust been startled by
the Invention of the frictlon mateh., New York City had 200,000
people. Henry Clay, Danlel Webstér and John €, Calhoun were the
leaders In natlonal stateamanship. Willlam Lloyd Garrison and Wen-
dell Phillips were in the height of thelr glory, while Longfellow,
Whittler, Holmes and Emerson were just beginning to attract no-
tice,

Chicago hnd not even attained the size of a vilinge when James

Gow was 21. Thae site where the big city now stands on the south
ghore of Lake Michigan held at that {Ime only & two-story log trad-
fog post and a couplé of other small log huts. Omaha? Omaha
was unthought of, undrenmed of. Its very sight was considered a
great waste which could never be recialmed to the use of a clvilized
people. There wasn't & white sottler west of the Misslssippl river,
The time when the first white man would bufld his home on the
present gite of Omaha was stlll more than twenty years away.
This serves to show two things—the age of Jamen Gow and the
marvelous growth of the western part of Amerlcg, eapecially Ne-
braska, and particularly Omahn. *“'The years of o man's life are
three score yvears and ten. But James Gow had attained to that
uge o quarter of a century ago. He la now 96 years of age.

In the course of his Journeying Iin the days of his youth back
in the early purt of the nineteenth century Mr. Gow penetrated the
westorn wildernoss as fur as Michigan. He secured plenty of work
there and when, with true Scoteh thrift, he bhad saved up A snug sum
of money, he journeyed back to the old home place, where he had
laft o girl behind him and on December 1, 1841, he married Miss
lauey M. Cleveland. The young people hade farawell to their re-
gpoctive barren farms nud set thelr faces toward the west, They
made thelr novel honeymoon trip by boat and sjage through the
nearly primeval wilderness by way of Canada and séfitled in the town
of Birmingham, Mich.

Call of the West =

With the money so thriftily saved young Gow bought land and
heard of Council Bluffs and ylelded to the call of the west. One of
his brothers declded to accompany them to Nebraska. The entire

JAMES GOW,

oration lasting some hours and then the all went sadly back to their
tepees.” ’

The msecond house in which Mr. Gow and his fomily made thelr
home was built of cottonwood logs. Mr. Gow bought it from Jouerh
La Flesche;.a Poneca chlef, for $10. This house 4 still atanding n
Bellevue and, with Its old fashion somewhat disgulsed by moeans of
modern siding, 18 used as a home.

Mr, Gow remembers the winter of 1855-50 very distinotly, with its
great fall of snow and its long continued and severe cold. 'The
Htitle settlement was alarmed frequently during those days with
rumors of Indian uprisings and the soattered settlers to the north,

Seuth an! Cest would come rushing into the viliage for protection.
Fellevwe was the great headquarters for the Omahas and there the
government school npd mission was located, Mr. wna a close
personal {rlend of Rev. Willlam Hamilton, the min-
In charge of the school,

“Many's the time ['ve seen Mr. Hamllton riding or running
throuzh the brush catehing the Iitile bronze colored scholars,” he
fayeE, “‘and many n (-.'1;." ['ve 8een him carryving, Kicking and serateh-
ing und crying into the pipce of learning, In the winter he didn’t
have much trouble to g2t them to come to school, but In the spring
and fall It was a pretty hard Job,
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childreén and nine groat grand children.

Marvel of Physical Health

Today, In Lis ninety-sixth year, Judge Gow is a marvel of phy-
gleal and intellectual strength. He reads the daily papers and mag-
azines: he hears perfectly; his complexion Is rosy and healthful; his
ayes are clesr; his nerves are strong; he sleeps soundly and he
spends most of the day out of doors walklng about and taking an
gctive futerest in the same town In which he was interested before
there was any such g thing ns Omaha, He ascribes his health to the
fact that he has always taken good care of himself and nlso to the
galubrions Influence of the Nebraska alr and climate, His parents
did not lve to extraordinary ages and theroforé the Nebraska osone .
must be erodited with preserving the 11fe of this ploneer so far be-
yond the time usually allotted to mortal men for their earthly ex-
{stence. He lives in the comfortable home of his daughter, Mre.
Poters, nnd rejolces in hig distinction of belng the oldest citizen of
the county and the oldest ploneer of 1854 in the state.

Regarding the future of Bellevue, Judge Gow I8 an optimist
He belleves that within fifty years at the outside Bellevue will be &
part of the great clty of Omaha, which will then have upward of a
half milllon people. Omsaha and Bellevue, says he, may be Uened
to Jacob and Esau of old. Omaha secured tha blessing which by
righi of topography belonged to Bellavue just s Jacob secured the
biessing which by vight of birth belonged to Haau., Omaha has
prosperad and become rich even as Jacob did and now she is re-
turning nearer and nearer to Bellevue as Jacoh returned nearer and
nearer 1o Esau, 2he is sending presents in advance ns it were—not
flocks aud herds and men-servants and women-servants as Jacob
gent. but street enr lpes, telaphonos, eleetrie lghts gnd such other
things as a great clty can glve, And within a few years, decinros
Judge Gow, Omabn and Bellevue will meet wnd embrace and be

part of one groat city.

Reminiscences of a Pioneer Builder of Churches

Journey had to be made by wagon for there were nelther steamboats
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nor railroads In that vast primeval wilderness. With thelr familles
they set out in one Ught and one heavy wagon. The long trip was
made without epecisl Incident. ‘“After wading tthrough the deep
mud of lllinois, he says, they struck the old Mormon trall In lowa
and four weeks after leaving Michigan they reachod the east bank
of the Missouri river. They visited n few days in Councl]l Bluffs
and then procoeded down the river to a polnt opposite the present
alte of Bellevue. ’

*“There wasn't a sign of the hand of the white man on the west
gidae of the river."” he says, "and but little on the east. We mer
Peter A. Barpy at his tepding post only o few days after we reached a
permanent camp. It was in the apring of the year aod the Mack-
inaw boats were coming down the Missourl from the hunting lands
of the northwest Inden with buffalo hides and the pelts of other
apimals. We drove down to Sarpy’'s trading post at St. Mary's and
watched the rough truppers unload the skins secured during the
long winter's hunt, There we met the famous Peter. He was a very
agregable sort of man, polite and pleasant. [ learned to know him
well after that. He loved to tell stories. But when he was lutoxi-
cated 1 must confess that he was not & very agresable customer,

»On June 26, 1854 1 crossed the Missouri the first time. There
was an unoccupled house right west of the preseat rallway station
and we moved Into that., 1 had & team and as teams Wwere very
scarce ia the country I found profitable smployment bringing goods
over the river and dolng hauliog of various Kinds

Fourth of July in 1854

“Op July 4 of that year we had a blg celebration here, Settlers
came in from far and near and Peter A, Sarpy himself gave an ox
to be roasted for the Indiaps. There were aboutr 800 Omahas
camped on the bottom lsnd along the river to the north of the sct-
tlement at that time, One of the first things 1 did was to pay my
regpects to Logan Fontenelle, chief of the tribe. He was half French
and half Indian and he inherited from his father all the politeness
of the French race. He was not the grunting, unresponsive creature
that most of the full blooded Indians nre, He dressed like white
men., [ remember one thing Fontensilp told me on that occaslon.
Pointlug out to the Missourl river he sald that 200 years before,
the Faiher of Waters had (s course over agalnst the bluffs on the
lowa side. 1 did not believe It at that tme, but [ do today, for even
in this short half century 1 have lived here it has moved westward
and Is still moving In the same diraction

“Logan was much beloved by the Omuhas. | remember his
funeral here in Rellevue, He was kiiled, you know, in & fight with the
Bloux while he was leading hia peosie on one of their buftalo hunts,
His body was brought back amid the lumentations of all the people
and the funeral was attended by & Inrge copcourse of people from all
around. not only Indisns, but whites, for he Leld a high position
smoug the peopls of both races. Stephen Decatur stgod at the grave
and deliversd an enlogy. And then sall the white people went away
and left thé Indlana to say the flnal words over ihelr best loved
chiel, One of thom with & wonderful gift of oratory dellvered an

IGH on the honor roll of western plopvers
whoge courage and self-sacrifice muoade
possible the advantages and opportuni-
ties the present generstion enjoys, must
be written the name of Rev, William

Kelly, the venerable Owmaba priest who died last
week at the patriarchal age of 87. Ambitlon, ad-
venture and fortune, singly or collectively, were the
Inspiring motives of the pathtinders. Fume or for
tune spurred them fpr Leyond the outposis of cly-
izatlon. For one or bpoth they penectrated
trackless plains, explored mountain feslncsses,
faced not only the hardships and privatioos of life
in the wilderness, bul the constant menace of hos-
tile Indians. Among them were men of herole
mold-—strong, determined men who almost uncon-
#clously fashloned the dle from which half & dozen
slales were cast,

Lha

Our hero was cast in a different mold. He
sought peither fume per fortune. Adventure had
no attraction for him The ‘motives which

prompted civie ploneers to do and dare bad no place
in bis plan of life. The wad scrambie for rich
mining camps which he often encountered did not
swerve him from the path of duty. There wasn't
i trace of selfiihness tn his mhke-up, hence the
feverish scramble for material galn found hilm im-
mune. But he wus ambitious for the cause to
which his life was conseerated. All the material
wealth which came 1o him during hls sctive [te as
a priest, and it was a great denl, was devoted wholly
to bettering mankind. He efaced self from all his
work. He entered the ministry a poor man nnd
passed to hiz reward poor In wordly goods. but riah
ln achievement

Father Kelly's life resembles In many respects
tha career of Father Put Manogue, who became the
“miner bishop™ of Nevada. Beginning as s miner
amongimihers in Virginia Olty in the middle '50's,
he studied the lives of his assoclates, read books
while others played the game, avd whes suMeclent
means were secured ho left eamp for college, re-
turging In a few years o triest to devote his life 10
the welfare of his former fellow workmen Fathor
Kelly landed in the United States in Angost, 1856,
As & member of the Order of Christian Brothers
His wmission was to secure assistince for the home
of the order In Irelafd.  His experience on reac-
ing the middle wost convinced him that he could
render more effective servies' for teligion by be-
coming a priest. The following vear Auds him in
the seminary st Cupe Girsrdean, Mo, and two
yu,s luter he bhad compluted bis studies and wae

ordained in Omeha Jupe 25, 1550, by Bishop Jumes
O'Gorman.

The Catholfe church in Nebraska
was then In s infancy. Juet four
May, 15556, the Arst mass
Emonds of lows on thy pregent gite of Qunhn, The
following year, 1566, churches wore bullt in Omaha
aud St Johns, Dukota county. A few months b
forve Father Kelly™ ordinclion the vicariate of Ne-
briuska was ostullished and Rt. Rey., James O'Gor-
mun, & member of the Trapplet ordor at Dubugue
ia,, appointed bighop. The vicarizte eombraced
what {6 now the states of Nebraska, Wyouing aud
Montann, an ares of vast proportons populated by

und the west
veare hefore,
was colohraied by Father

buffuloes, Indigns and o iringe of white people
adloug the Missoirl river. It was the destiny of
Father Kelly to range over this vau. region, follow-

ing each sycceadlug wave of popniation, minlater
ing to the spiritual nesds of his peop'e and cheer-
fully sharing thelr Lordehips and privations, His
experiences were mauny apd varied, thrilllug and
amusing, and oft=n full of dunger Ouly a lew of
them are defluitely known. Rare!v coidd he be in-
duced to talk ubout vld times, and then onis with

rorce rirnd whe happened to shaie witnary th
experience. o atrone was (hile vrly of  weld Tt
ment thet even hin nssoclites the old entiedral

could not secure & conneciad siary ni
e,

Simple and nnpssuming In hisown vavs Father
Kolly srsumed thet bie fellow men wore yimilarly
constituted, and this trait made him the victdm of
{riendly Jokew, Along in 1563 he was on duty ot
the Rulo wisslon, JHm Lane’s fresbooters and Jay-
huwlers made [(rogquent ralds Into southern Ne-
brusia, approvristing borsed. cattle apd other
movables. Bettlers were uroused snd in n shooting
mood, After one of these reids Pather Kellv late
one evening arrived at a settiement bolow Nebraskn
Clty, whore he wus well kuyown Befere he could
reach the housg where he was to stop e wes sir-
rounded by several men who blustered about the
activity of horse thioves and fnsisted thet 10 seay
susplelons charnerer Shocled and uiwost
lens, the priest protested Lis inaocence and
the privilege of proving his |dentiy 1 WAS
grunted grudgingly. Arriving ot ihe door of &« home.
the jokers left the priest telling his story to the head
of the famlly, dodked around the building Ii;ll.l -
tered the apartment by tha rear door. Eaeiug his
captors face to face, the priest’s fears vanished and
he jolued In the laughter of the jokers, though with
mavy cautions sgainst repeating the performenes
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I'he bpilding of the Union Pacllie rallrond
brought Futher Kelly in contact with a greater va-
rlety of 1ife than was possible In tae peaceiud mis
slons mlong the Misszourl, All shudes &nd condi-
ilons of men and somne wolten followed the great
tee! highwey as it advanced over plalus and moun-
talus, Towns were created §u o day aud fourished
for u tme. The end of each division
metropolls for o brief period and attracted the flot-
gom of humanfty which fattened on the earnings of
the coustruction gaugs, The principal street was
A line of dance hulls, gambiling parlors and saloons.
Life was of lesg value than the coln of o gambling
table. The rattle of the chips, the discordant
music of dance halis and the ribald song often wera
sllenced by tbe cracl of pldtol shots In tollowing

ecnine o

his Haoe of duty Father Kelly observed all shades
uf border oullawry, often shocking In [t abpse-
ment, but oyer and nround 1L shoue the sirength ot

sound manhood which gradomly ibercased and mas-
tered ouch ahiuadton and brouvht order oot of chaos.
Fatber hRelly
of & minlster.
hght st cluss Bul

In dhds wpllft vxereised the potential
He wes o pracemuker of the
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un oue oocegiop he strove 1o guict @ row In o grad-
aitp. wut the combsinats had thelr gons un
lmbersd, The shooting beguy When the smoke

of Lattle lified
out fvam b
Ly} 'j!l.ll ‘!: ¥

it v velinted thuat the priest came
medth n wble. O another oceasion he
consliuction calmp at e
v oY brewiug at the
Dinnkets had beéen stolen fiom a
vosrding honse. Ope man Wik suspacied, watched
and finally nocosed. Undor the uwowrinen law
wif-preservition which prevalied in all cuinps theft
was ciassed o high cerime and proof of theft aften
mepnt death The uoeused mau  confessed. and
while doing so the enrsged vietim eovered him wilh

Dale Creek. A
Bevoral
washline near a

fesina Wiis Lime

& rifle, Luackily for the thief, oue of 1he periy
knock«d the vine out of range pnd the ball wait
e 1he atr,  ‘The culprit had vet to face the pen-

wlty the camp might decres, but bifore furthor ae-
tion was bad the peace-making priest Fein b nid vamp
and -cettled the didicalty Nig
L wis put on the road to Deyver und
warned nat to come back,

mao;nd the ul
i, sahbarme

Cheyvenne, the present capital of Wyomin
platted in the spring of 1865 The rallroid was
completed to the townslie n few meuths lntol He-
winter s=t In there were §.UD0 people Ia the
W, It was the warmest collection of humanity
the footstuvol.  The yuung ity was all sud more
what Cy Warwun wiote of Creeds

F, WAS
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It s all day in the daytime,
There 18 no night in Cheyonne,

Futher Kelly, as usual, followed the rallroad
Ints town and promptly set about the task of
building a church, In performing this task he
hid the active co-operation of good and bad, the
tatter clasg ag llbersl as the former. In golng
the rounds one day geeking men with good hearts
a1 generous purees, he encountered a typlcal
“Lnd man,"” with two howltzers in his belt and &
scow! that secined to say, "I'm a killer, I am'™
Father Kelly did not scare. There were men in-
gide the door and he wished to ses them. The
bad man interposed and roared, *Who are you—
what do vou want?"' The priest explained. With
an oath and & “"Come with me,” the bad man
grabbed tlLe priest by the arm and plloted him
through the gambling parlor, introdueing him te
cach sport fo turn and at the same time dellcately
hinting that a l*wral donation would save trou-
ble. The bad m=n iusisted on showing the father

“through every gambling jolnt In town. repeating

In each the same pperation and confiscating where

pevsupe’on falled, Father Kelly used to say that
this wis the only hold-up Lo witnossed without
nriol st

Barly in (568 Pather Kelly, following the ad-
vanclng rellroad, pald a vislt to the soldiers at

Fort Stecle. Retvrnlng from the post he wal
weeompanied ns far as Mediolne Bow by John ‘
Coad, whera thoy separated.  The priest securesd

pusiage on & work trido bousd for Laramie. The
traln bad covared sbout half the distance, when it
noeoun ered p Aeree snow etorm wiuleh  soon
brought it to w standstill.  The Hght engines of
those tays, plgmics beside those of today, were
pracileelly vseless n bucklig a enowdreify Dark-
ness fell on the snowbhound 1radn Duy succesded

righi. each pasying hour seenfed to fncrease the
fury of the storm, FPor thrse dpve and ulghts It
rigod vinpbatad, MHog gulches and valleys to un-
known deuthe.  Fortunately, the crain carried &
tock o nrovisions which was conildered suffl-
clont Too maoderate wlege The dritts sround
tho train wore not large, but they sesed moun-
biskrotte At each ond As day after day passed
without reliof, provisions ran low aidd the amount
doled out each day grew smaller.

The besleged
dug paths through the drifts 10 secure fegl. Mean-

while oxtraordinary efforts  were put forth at
Cheyenne and Larumie to peach the mprisoned
tralp.  EBvery avallable locomofive and gnow plow

{Cenunued on Fage Fived




