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Motoring over the splendid Nebraska roads is one of the delights of Omaha motorists who thus seek recreation and pleasure nearly all the year

around enjoying the delightful climate for which this state is noted.

HILE the importance of Omaha as &

jobbing center, as & butter market, aa

g retajl center, ss a manufacturing

center, as a railroad center, as the

locality of large stock yards and as

a city of more than ordinary com-

mercial consequence has been given

widespread publivity by boosting Omahans for

many years, a relatively new Industry has blos-

somed and iz rapidly extending itself untll It now

has become one of the most significant factors In

this eity's welfare and prosperity. That industry

i# the automobile business, and Omaha, from the

standpoint of the motor car manufacturer, {8 one

of the most important distributing polnts in the
United States.

A few short years ago, when the first motor
ear was placed on the market, a few firms opened
their doors In Omaha and offersd the sale of the
new article of transportation. Thelr locations
werp scattered and were well downtown. A year
or two later five of the firms colloborated and gave
the firet antomoblle show here, That was just
nine years ago. BSinoe then an sutombbile show
has been given esch year, and the increase in the
size of those shows is an excellent manifestation of
itbe advance in the automobile industry in Omaha.

Locate on Farnam BStreet

While the motor car was still & doabtful Inven-
tion, the first firme began to move thelr garages
and salesrooms uptown, locating near Twentleth
snd Farnam streets, Then as new flrms entered
the fleld and as new ears were manufactured the
agencies opened on Farnam sireet and Farnam
sireet was called auto row, Now it is in reality
an auto row and nearly every business honse on
Farnam from Twentieth to Twenty-sixth Is an an-
tomobile house.

The first garages were little more than sheds
Bullt perhaps of brick ang cement, but essentially
nothing more than automoblle barns, Now large
structures four stories in height and with full hase-
ments are to ba found. All of the bulldings are
practically fireproof and several are absolutely de
void of combustable amterial.

Included in the number of houses here can be
found factory branches. Theae branches are dis
tributers for dealers as far west as ths FPacific
coast. Their business runs well into hundreds of
thousandas of dollars yearly. Their pavroll Is
large and their shipments out of here accenuate
greatly the volume of business for Omahs

Nearly every American make of car I8 handled
in Omala. Any person in the market for & ma-
chine will find no difficulties In making a selection
in Omahs, for he has an opportunity to see demon-
strations of all standard cars and does not have Lo

take the word of an agent as Lo the efficiency and
power of the various models,

The territory reached by Omaha dealers
stretches over the entire state of Nebraska, the
western half of lowa, Bouth Dakota and parts of
Kansas, Colorado and Wyoming, Dealera In the
smaller towna of these state conduct thelr business
direct with the factory. Deliveries to dealers are
made from hers and oftentimes personal dellveries
te customers are made from Omaha.

In view of the fact that the larger automobile
concerns have by educational advertising schooled
the agricultural population to the uses and pleas-
ures of the motor car, the biggest buslness today is
with the farmer. The farmer is the man with tha
monéy. He can pay cash for his car. And he
does pay cash for his car. Jle ia the most desira-
ble type to sell to. And the auto salesman recog-
nizes that fact, The farmer is his best prospect,
And the farmer being his best prospect, Omaba s
the place to find the proapect,

Best Automobile States

lowa and Nebraska are the two best automoblle
gtates in the union, Per capita population mores
motor cars ars sold in these two states than in any
other two gtates In the country. Thus a largas per-
centage of attention ia directed toward Omsaha by
automobils manufacturers,

Whenever an agent suspends business hers no
time In lost in selecting another agent, for the loas
of ap agency, even be it for the shortest possible
length of time, means a logs in the volume of busi-
ness of that eompany, o unfortunate as to losa the
represantation.

Businesa in Omaha ls consistent to a marked
degree, Ip many parts of the country business
boomes for a brief period then it suddenly drops to
nothing, then another boom. But In Omaha sales
are constantly made, winter and summer, spring
and fall, No matter what the business depression
cn other cities, represeptatives in Omaha ars con
fident of thelr success In makiog sales.

For instance, in the south at the present time
the lack of a market for cotlon has renderad the
motor car Industry practically nil. The planters
rannot make purchases and everybody s suffering
from hard times. In the east the war scare has
been egually discouraging to the automobils game
Money is tight and motor cars are a dreg on the
market

To Break Bale Records

Rut In Omaha and In other citles of the middle
wast manufacturers are preparing to hreak sil
sules records. There !5 no business depresaion,
everyhody Is optimistic, the war has cut Hutle fig-
vre and the farmer will be in to buy the latest car
model

Each and every tire manufacturer has Its

branch here. Fxpress and frelght shipments are
of more than ordinary volume, Accessory dealers
are among the largest in the conniry and thelr sup-
plies are the most complete.

It Is estimated that approximately $25,000,000
will be spent this year by auto purchasers in Ne-
braska, That Is a figure that any other Industry
would be proud to boast. Thers are about 40,000
cars in this state,

As an example of the extent of the automoblle
business it |s only necessary to polnt to the annual
antomobile shows held here. Nins shows have
been held and esach has been larger than tha pre-
vious one. Every factory has several agents in
altendance and those agents are unanimous in thelr
pralse of Omaha and Nebraska. Thes New York
and Chicago shows alone surpass Omaha in the
estimation of the factory men and they visit every
show in every clly and should be anthority

Automobile Center of the West

Omaha has truly earned its title of ‘‘the auto-
mobile center of the middle west.” It is the ob-
Jective point for prospective buyers within a radius
reaching 200 miles north and south and 100 miles
eant and 600 miles west. That is for retall buy-
ing;: for wholesals huying the radlus s lopger In
overy direction.

Omaha s practically the contral point on the
transcontinental Linceln highway., The Linceln
highway is the most prominent motor road in the
United Statea, It has been completely marked and
the road Is maintained at every point. Trave] on
the highway and through Omaha is the heaviest in
the country and it is necessary that Omaha be a
city with well equipped gervice stations for the
accomodation of ths croas-country travelers,

The Omeha-Lincoln-Denver road is another
highway known by all motorists. It s heavily
travelad and many parties pass through hers on

thelr way to Colorado,
New Cars Announce<.
With the current anncuncements of the latest
models and deslgns business along the row has
been greatly accentuasted during the last mopth
and the difffeulties sncountereg by local dealers,
not in selling machines, butl in making deliverieas,
dus to factory dellnquencies, has besn responsible
for visits here by & large percentage of the leadiog
officials of the leading manufacturing concerns of
the country., These wvisiting officials fiod It hurd
lo grasp the true situstion here While reports
from many Quartars are pessimistie and full of
pleading for assistance, Omaha dealers are optimis

tic and howling lustily for machines,
Contracts have been giguned by Omaha men call
ing for as many as 1,000 deliveries durlng the year
of 1914-15. This to the factory men is surprising,

but nevertheless encouraging. Ang It means that
every single official will returp to his factory bub-
bling over with enthusiasm for Omaha and that
onthusiosm will find s place on the record book,
and when that factory intends to open & branch
in the middle west Omaha will find {taelf first
cholce,

While other cities are falllng off, Omaha is
galning. Agents have surrendered thelr agencles
in many citles, but in Omaha new agencies are
opening for business with a confidence that assures
FUCOAES,

All 0ld Maodels Sold.

The new fall
abundant.
tulning every new car posaible.
Omaha has o 1914 model on the floor, And few
have & 1916 model, as no sooner does o carload
come In than each machines s dellvered to a cus-
It takes anywhere from ten to thirty deys
to procurs a machine after signing an order here.
The result is that the row 18 a boehlve of lndustry
Shipmenta are constantly arriving, but are con-
rtantly golng out.,

Several new firmus have entered tha field in
Omaha of recent date. Thesa concerns have en
tered Into the spirit of businesg with a vim and are
enjoying pleaslng success,

Ho great !s the guantity of buslness carried o
In Omaha by some firms that it has beon found
recessary to maintein two houses, one for whole-
Sueh a

Hnes of cars are more than
And the Omnha representatives are ob-

Not & firm In

tomer.

sale distribotion and one for retnll sales
movement ia truly indleative of Omaha's
ance as an automobile distributing conter,

import-

Halesrooms Are Large.
Another lJustrative fact which proves Omaha's
significance is the slze of the garages and sales-
roome. In ecitles far larger than this motor car
houses are but one-story affairs, In llkeness to &
slied. But in Omaba can be found garages of two
three and four stories in helght
From the standpoint of
excoeded anywhere

garvice, sations in

Omabn cannot be No matter
what make of

slgn, the yp-to-date repalr shops can remedy Lhe

car, ba It of American or forelgn de

defects, New parts of gvery kind of car are to be
had. Ezxclusive manufucturers who make but one
part of a motor, for instance the magneto, maln
tain service stations here A short time ago an
Omaha supply man received s rush order fron
Btockton, Cal The order war for a minute part

of an American ear which s handled by an agency
here, In Ban Frapelsco Lhat
manufarturer maintaineg a braoch house. HBut in

but has no branch

‘Friseo it was found lmpossible to supply the part.
Tha branch house failed to have 1, But the Omaha

eupply house had it and sent It west, An Incldent

i )

which proves conclusively the agrertion that
Omaha (s second to none as a services point,

Bectire Good Nervice Here,

Overland travelers, passing over Lincoln way
or other highways, are unanimous in thelr ap-
proval of Omala. They have found that they may
obtaln any service they wish and at prices that are
really reasonable, The Powell Supply company
and the Western Auto Supply company, two of
Omaha’s leading supply houses, are recognized as
two of the most modern and up-to-date firms of
thelr kind in the country. Their reputations are
vountrywide and they have satlsfled many a dis-
gruntled car owner who was traveling through
Omaha.

To show In just what light the Cadillaec com-
pany regards the Importance of Omaha, Gec‘nuo
Relm, the local agent, was called to Detrolt to Pass
his judgment on the eight-cylinder machine, just
announced, before It was definitely settled that it
a.ould be placed on the market. Reim rendered
his verdict on the eight car after carefully examin-
log It and giving a special model u test over fifty
miles of road.

When the national announcement was made
PPelm followed with a loecal sunouncement and was
one of the first dealers to recelve 5 demoustrator.
He will also receive cars on the first delivery ship-
ments,

The munner In which Omaha has tauken to the
eight-cylinder machine isa demonstrative of the
progressiveness here. Ap innovation in this coun-
try, although trled with more or less suceess in
Europe, Omahans Interested in automoblling have
been heard to discuss the eight-cylinder proposi-
tion with more than casua] interest. The consen-
sus of oplnlon seems to be that the elght cylinder
will prove a success and that other manufacturers
will soon fall in lipe with simllar advancements,

But all 1915 cars show |mprovements, and the
Cadillae Is not the only car on the row which is
creating a sensation, Any number of the light six
machines are selling at such low prices for such
sturdy cars that it seems impossible It would ba
a hard job to make a 1510 seloction, and only ex-
pert salesmanship or prejudice decrees car-buying
these days, for all cars sra good cars.

That ls one of the advantages of the Omaha
mpriet Bome faciories slip a cog onee in & while
and turn out an inferior car or two Those I

ferior machines are sold in eltles where the dealers

are not as serupulous ar *hey should be But in
Omaha not an agent wounld touch a poor car He
will inspect all deliveries to him before aeceptance,

and any car which shows gymptoms of tnferiority
will be sent back to the factory as quickly as it
Cams



