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The Mission
Church in Rox-
bury, Mass., Built

from the Proceeds

of Father Kenzel's
‘‘Pilate’s Daughter’’
Which After 12 Years
of Doubt, the Reverend
Author Finally Allowad
to Become a Professional
Production in the Belief
That 1Its Influence for
Good Would Be Great.

HAT smectlon of Broadway
known as the Gay White

Way—hecause of ita bright
lighta—Is to have pome of its In-
sldious polsons atteked by a power-
ful antisepelc,

Right in the mldst of the frivolous
music halls and the during Summer
“girl shows," the lobster palnces and
the reckless cabarets is shortly to ap
pear the fivenct Christian devotlionnl
frama oalled “Pllate’s Daughter.”

This “passion play.” with a new
and Intensely dramatie construction,
written by a Catholle priest, and the
profits of whose presentation by
amateurs have huilt a handsome
church, wiil be produred at n Broad.
wny theatre with n cast of profes.
elonal actors.

The plaasure-sceking thousnnds who
throng Broadway at night are ever
eager for new wsensations. What
could be more senantional than the
spectacle of our Saviour's passion
and Its dramatic sequel presented
acroas the street from the glddlest
aof New York's Bummer “girl shows?"

Nobody will think of missing
“Pliste’'s Daughter.” Tts lessen will
percolate nightly into all the Broad-
way haunts dedicated to the white
lights. Nobody will be able to escape
it. No new and untried antlseptic

could have a better opportunity to
demonstrate its virtues,

There in a least one compelling
dramatic device in “Pliate’'s Daugh
ter” caloulated to disarm the most
cynical Broadway “fOrst-nighter.” Ha
will have noticed that the roses pur
chased of Broadway florists guickly

Rubis, a Vestal Virgin, Meets in Prison Her
Ohristian Playmate Claudia,

wither and fade, Bul in this re
ligious play he will see n rose which
hever loses (i freshness, which not
even trampling feet can sofl or harm
in any way—becnise when Pliate's
compassionate little daughter threw
this rose st the Divine Figure con
demined in ber father's court It
touched the body of the Baviour
This Jegend, whose origin it is alf
ficult to determine, was the Inspira
tlon which, nearly fourteen years ngo.
converiad the Rev., Francls L. Kenzel
into a dramatlst. He was n member
of the Order of Redemplorists con-
nected with the Misslon Church in
Roxbury, Mass, u suburb of Boaton.
Father Kenze! was deeply im
pressed with the narrative of the
foRe, gud from that he worked out
& plot for scriptural drama. He
atked permission of his superiors to
write such a drama, and after duoe
tonplderation It was somewbat re-
luctantly given. The resuit, *Pllate’s
Daughbter.” Year after year the play

was produced on the
Hitle wsiage in  the
hall  eonnected with
the Missfon Church. al.
weys during the Lenten
feaann
Todny the Misnion
Church In HRoxbury, snr
mounting a Wi, presents a
inndmark vislble from all
parts of Boston. It hae a
wonderful facade of granite, with
the four oromses In each tower,
which are llluminated, send =a
beacon over the clty to all points of
the compass, This Impressive facada
nnd the great twin towers chango
the modest Iittle Misslon Church loto
a veritable cathedral, and all of this
wus made possible solely through the
procesds from Father Kenzel's drama,

“Plinte's  Daughter,” produced by
Amitenrs
Durlng this  season “"Pllnte's

Dnughter” will be seen at a Broad-
Wiy thentre, and a Cathollc priest
will have become a professional
deamntise,

For twelve years theatrical people
have sought to seeure rights to this
soriptural drama 1o order to produce
it  professlonally, but ench vear
Fathor Kenzel and his fellows
seemed more and more determined to
deny that use of it. Not long ago it
dawned upon him that nasmuch as
thousands of peopie made pligrimages

to the little Mission Church In Rox-
bury each year to witness his play,
and that hundreds, after witnessing

it, became good
church members, it
would be betler to
allow the play &
wider producthon. It
seemod to Father

Kenzel that if the
‘ play could have such
| & wonderful Influ-

ence for good In one
small community i
would certainly exert
B greater nfluence
for good in a large
sphere, and so he f.

nully consented Lo
professional produc-
tion.

It 1s a play remarkable In many
ways. In the fArst place the cast will
constst of about one hundred women

there is not one man In this cast
The leading chavacters o “Pllate’s
Daughter™ are

Claudin Procles, wife of Pontius
Pilate; Claudin, Plate's daughter,
sbout elght years old (Aot 1.);

Clandia, Pllate’s daughter, ten years

inter (Acts 11, KIL, 1V, and V.);
Livia und Maxima, Roman ladles;
Leah and Rebecca, servants in

Pllale's house; Irls, Appla and Lygla,
Olher servants. three ghosts: Afra, a
Roman sorcervas; Rubla, Servia and
Stelln, vestal virgins: Fausting,
Tullls, Aptonis, Syrs and Nemls,
Christlun women ; Agrippina, wife of
Tiberlus Claudiuse Drusus Caesar,
Empress of Rome; Rufilla, slave of
the Ewmpress. servapta, Christlans,
vestils and dancers

Father Kenzel's story {s that littls
Claudia, the daughter of Pontius
Pliate, seelng the Nazarene led to

erneifixion, was dAeeply grieved and
threw Him a rose as she sat in the
balcony of her father's house, This
rome struck the hem of Christ's robe,
nnd the Httle girl felt Impelled to go
down and rescue it. Although thou-
sands of the mob had trampled this
rose Into the street, llittle Claudla
wins amazed to fOnd It fresh, un-
solled, unruffied and fragrant. Upon
returnlog to her mother with the
rose she spld:

“I have seen the Nazarene, and

when He passed from out the palnoce
court, 1, from the balromy, did cast
this rose beneath His fest. It touched
His robe, and wee, nlthough a thou-
Rand men have trampled on it it s
fresher far and loveller than hefore ™

Claudin’'s mother, the wife of Pon-
tius Pliate, wan amazed and puszled
ns to why her daughter, n Roman,
shonld take such Interest In Christ, a
Jeow Her explanntion was simpie
enough. She, It seems, was one of
the chlldren regarding whom Christ
sald, "Suffer Iiitle children to come
unte Me.” When questioned by her
mother, Claudln says:

“Af play with other children by the
wnlls one day wo saw the Nazarene
and ran to Him. The men on elther
slde thrust us back, but Christ satd:
“Nay, let them come,” and 8o wo did.
He lald Hls bhana on each of our
heads and sald His heavenly king-

dom was for such. I love Him, and
this rose shall nlways tell me of His
love for little ones.”

In this act, Rebecca, a servant In
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After the erucifixion the daughter
of Plinte has bean taken back to
Rome, and ten years Iater, at the age
of sighteen, she is one of a party of
Christinns who go secretly at night
In the woods of the Alban Hills, out-
side of Rome, to bury a child
Claudia has kept the rose nll these
years, and this rose hns remalned
as fresh as it was the moment shoe
tossed it to the feet of Christ n
decade before.

With this miraculous rose Claudia

brings the dead child to life, Afra, &
fRoman sorceress, and Leah, the
vengeful daughter of the money

changer, scek to kill the Christians,

In the third act |s shown the Tem
ple of Vesta and the vestal virgins.
One of these virgins discovers that
Claudia hias been captured and is
about to sufler martyrdom, and she
nlso discovers that Claudlia is an old-
time playmate. This act ia followed
by a scene in the Mamertine Prison
as Claudia, with her rose, performs
wonderful miracles, such as bringing
water forth from the prison walls.

The last act 18 in the Emperor's
palace before Empress Agrippina,
aud s one or the most thrilling and
melodramatic of scenes whereln the
Roman god Jupiter s crumbled to
dust by the rose, the vestnl virgins
are converted to Christianity, the
dementsd Leah restored to sanity
and the Empress polsoned by the
sorceress, who also mortally wounds
Claudia. The climax Is the ascenslon
of Claudia, daughter of Pllate, to
hedaven.

Afra, the Borceress in the Temple of Vesta, Tells the Vestal Virgins
of the Capture and imprisonment of the Baviour,

the house of Pllate, 18 most Impres-
slve when she describes how she was
one of the multitude who listened to
Christ’'s Bermon on the Mount, and
she was one who mte of the mi
raculous bread and fishes which He
multiplied for the feeding of that
multitude, The wife of Pontius Pllate
has & feellng that her husband should
not condemn Christ to death. As the
mobs shout “Crucify Him!" outside,
Lo says:

"Btrange feelings surge within my
soul Deepomeuning  doubts, and
anxious fears, if It be true that God
hath taken fesh and dwolls within
the Namarene, then Pllate judges God
and God will be avenged. Faral day
that Rome did ornament our house
with power of life and death; more
fata) still that eonspirators do wring
the fnal judgment from the lips that
onll me wife.”

Among the servants In Pllate's
house Is Loah, daughter of the money
changer, who was scourged by Clrist
aud driven from the Tewple. Nat
urally, she rejolces at the crucifixion
nnd =he mocks at Hhime When childed
by the wite of Pllste and asked
whethor she has no fear lest mercy
be transformed to justice, she curses
Him and defies Him, wheroupon she
is rendered Insane by a thunderbolt,
The skles grow dark, the lghtaings
fuah, Loah seeks to kil Claudia, but
the littie girl holds out the miraculous
rose und Leab's hand is withered
Fionlly, at the moment of the erucl
fixion there is terror In every beart,
and utter darkness prevalls. Those
in the house of Pllate, crouching in
foar, bebiold a vislon of Christ on the
CIONS

Afra,
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Boroceress,
Pleads
with
Empress
Agrippina
to

Destroy

Christians.
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Remarkable Seriptural Drama That Built
a Church and in Which Only Women Appear
to Be Tried as ‘““ Great White Way’’ Antiseptic

The coming of such a drama to
Broadway has been the subject of
much Ilvely discussion among church-
men throughout the country, for it is
one of the most daring scriptural
dramns ever presented in a secular
theatre. The cast will he made up of
women who have made a success in
leading parts In such religious and
morallty plays as  “Everywoman,”
“The Bign of the Cross,” “Ben Hur"
and others. Already such actresses
ns Dorothy Philips, who was Modesty
in “Bverywoman," and Florence St
Leonard, who waa Irls in “Ben Hur"
have been secured.

Coprright, 1014, by the Star Caomsaay. Grest Britaln Rights Resgrved

Leah, a Bervant in the House of Pilate, Defies God anA Ts
Rendered Insane by a Thunderbolt.

Why Sympathy Is
the Best of Tonics

in the newspapers an open

letter In which a suffering
woman asked ald In securing a law
to permit invallds pronounced in-
curable after a medical consultation
to be plainlessly put to death. Nat-
urally, the letter attracted attention
and reawakened the old question
whether or not physiclans are ever
Justified in shortening life.
It i of interest to note that the

Snﬁl’: years ago there appeared

writer of the letter now rejolces at
the non-fulfilment of her wish, Bhe
has lived to experience now much
life may hold even in the face of
bodily helplesgness.

She tells of having recelved thoh-
sands of letters from all over the
world containing messages of sym-
parthy and approbation for her dar-
ing attempt to secure & modification
of present-day laws protective of
life. Some of these invalids, »he
says, have since written her of thelr
cure, and of thelr gladness that con-
servatism and old-fashioned legiala-
tlon had intervened between them-
selvs and thelr impatience, One of
these correspondents, who was sure
that hope was dead for her and who
eéagerly desired the “fAnls” at the
end of the chapter, has wrilten of
her complete secovery and how
much more life now means to her,

This correspondence has proved,
a8 might well be expected, a stimu-
lant and a tonle to the invalid. She
feels not only that her contact with
others has given them & renewed
interest In life, but alse that even
her mistaken suggestion of a revo-
lutionary c<bapge in law has not
been without its good effect, since
it has drawn together in bonds of
deep human sympathy many in.
valids.

Physiclang who have commented

on thls woman's case agree that
nothing is more stimulating and
genuinely toemle to sufferers, es

peclally those with chronie allments,
than the fesling that In splte of
thelr own belplessness they them-
salves can still be helpful to others.
Nothing disturbs a certain class of
patients s0 much as to be coustant-
Iy In contact with those who are in
good health and strength and whom
they can scarcely help but envy,
To be brought into touch with those
for whom thay themselves can fesl
is & preclous source of consolation
and uplife Y

Pity s & luxury to be enjoyed, but
pot human being llker to be pitled
or to feel that he Ils an object of
pity. To be consclous of some ad-
vantage in one's situation over that
of others is of itsolf an alleviation
for many sicknesses. ‘




