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s & in—n OMAHA DAILY BEE | The Railroads, the People and the Newspapers |

Talking at Indianapolls, Secretary Pryan ad-
visen the rallroads, lnstead of sending lobbyisin,
to pend their presidents and bigh officials (o
fpeak for them at state legialatures and in con-
gress. If Mr. Bryan were consislent he wonld
advise tham likewise, or preferably, to speak
for themsslves dirsctly 1o the poople, ns well ny
to the people’s representatives (n legisiptnres
and in congress. And to do this only two wavs
are open to the raliroads, baing the same twn
ways by which Mr. Bryan speaks to the people,
elther through the préss or in publie addrossey
geeped through the press.

Put when the railroades take sphee In (he
newapapers, as they have recently done In Ne-
bragka, to lay thelr case directly before the peo-
ple. Mr. Bryan acotises them of trying to corrupt
public opinion. Referring to the rallroady’
newspaper publieity campalgn, Mr. Bryan's Com-
moner Iast month déclarsd that “thousands of
dollars are belng spent In an effort to convinca
the néwrpaper owners, or the people, that gen-
eral business progperity is impossible without
permitting a higher rate for rallroed servies.”
In other words, Mr. Bryan advises the railroads
to take the people into their confidence, and
when they follow his adviece, or rather antleipate
it, he intimates thal they are trying Insidiously
to conirol the wellsprings of public opinion.

Now, we agres with Mr. Eryan that the only
thing for the rallroads to do is to have all thelr
dealings with the publie, or with representatives
of the publie, open and above board, and that
tha day of the underground secret lobby (s past,
But Mr, Bryan knows as well an anyone that a
rallroad in buying newspaper mpace to definc
ils attitude and present ils arguments to the
publie no more convinces the newspaper ownery
to take their side of the questions at issne than
Jdoes the department stores, the meat markets
or the book publishers who buy space th exploit
their wares, axcepl as ths newspaper owner Is
also & newspaper reader and a firm bellover o
newgpaper publieily, The raliroads should deal
falrly with the people, and the people should
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Il Press Poll on Prohibiting

Ldtersry IHgeer—
Iz Two Parte—Part L

To get sowge ides af how the preas of the United
Btaten ranges Iteslf tn this matter, we sobmiited to a
thotsand vopresentative papers of dll sectlons the fol-
lowlng question: “Do you favor stopping by law tha
expurtation of war pnaterials to belligerenta™

Of WO replies, *M answer “No" W7 “Ten'" and
tweniy-nine are noncommitial. Consldering in a spe-
cial group the replies from cifles of ever 4000 In-
habitants, we find the “Noss™ even more in (he
majority, the vots standing & to 3. When we turn
la the cities and towns of smalley population, we find
opinion much more evenly divided, 14 replion opponing
embargo leglslation and 160 approving It

Intaresting and (lluminating comment In  many
inslances supplemented the anawers of the editors (o
our questlon. Thus the Chicage Tribune, secing ‘n
the exportation or arme '‘a matter of International
rather than internal politics,” offers this striking sug-
gestion: “"The allies’ treatment of American shipping
In mot what it would be if, for instance, Mr. Hiaine
ware In the Siats deparimeént. The United Hiates
Fovirpment can and showld use the question of ex-
porting arme (o secure concepsions (o Amerioan
shippers and exporters.’

Hothe papers, considering the problem simply from
a commercial viewpoint, say In atfect: "B the belis
gerents whatevar thay will pay for; sir business has
suffered enough alrsady because of the war, so let's
takie whai compensation we can get." Others, agals,
like the Toledo Blads, would permit the exportation
of “food, clothing, and other guppliea not directly used
in man-killing,” but would prohibit tha sale of “‘arme
and aremunition:” and the Oakland Enquirer thinks
wa should axport war materials "“unless needed =t
home.” To the Bpokane Chronlele, howsver, the
ennetment of an’ émbargo law on war materials
“would appear to be the logical courss for a nstionm
that desires peace and neutrslity.” Other journals
in' the ranks of thoss who favor embargo are the
Tacoma News, Los Angelés Times, Denver Express,
Wichita Baacon, Kansas Olity Post, Memphis News.
Hoimilar, lllinols State Journal, Grand Rapids News,
Baginaw Valley Newn, Dayton News, Norfolk Ledgor.
Dispatoh, Paterson Call and Evening News, and the
Troy Record.

In Neabraske, with |ia

—

resciution favoring am arms emburgo, the Omaha
World-Herald (whose chlet owner la the United Btates
fenator sponsering the bill) viclently ascouses the
'nited Btates of being “‘practially the only
divillsed poutral nation that Iv reaping a bioed-money
profit from the sale of arms and ammunition to the
countries that are 4t warl™ It inwists it fs all & mis-
fake to defend our policy on the ground that it s
round cemmercially, for "the buliding up of great
factories for the manufacturs of arms and smmuni.
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“to supply any of the warring nm-m'n ‘weapons."

The efubargo measure fs asaigned to “maks Amert-
can neutrality less one-sided and less >

and this journal adds that the time iy come to slop by
enaotment of & law ‘‘the éxportation of war materisl

thia connection may be

In pointed contrest to the foregoing German-
Amsroan views is that of the Bt. Louls Arbeltsr
Peoltung (Boclalist), which helieves that only a "hypo-
eritical’ neutrality’ wmeks to prohibit the export of
_ that ir it v proper to make and sell
mashines for the destruction gf human beings in times
of peace, then It should be equally proper to‘maks sad
#ell them in times of war,

(Conclusion Tomorrow.)
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University Expenses Are Pablie.

LINCOLN, Feb. 6—To the Editor nrl
The Bee: 1 wish to wilts stallng thay
I appreciate the tone and spirit of the
aditorial In The Hag entitied, “Publicity
for Bohool Appropriations.'

1 am sending you under other cover !
& copy of the bannial report of ‘he
rogEnts showing the sxpenditures for the
last two years. B AVERY.

Office of Chanenlior,

——

The Cigar Salesman.

OMAHA, Feb. 7.<To the Edltor of The
Beo: Before the Omana Ad olub re-
cently, H. R Whitehousé, local man-
ager for the National Cash Raegistor
company, spoks upon efficlent salesman-
ship and incidentally saw M1t to charsc-
terige clgar clerks and saleemon asx “the
laziest miortals on earth” and the Hv-
ing embodigent of neffictency.

Mr, Whitehonse s a smart and
he is an efficlent salesman must
be & smart man to hold his exalted po-
fitlon and get away with such talk, and
he must be an efficlont saleaman or b
could not discorrss upon the efficlent

and diagnoss business lila
But he Iscks discretion. Mo does not

confine his uttersncea to accuning o
“fow salssmen”’ or “some clorks,” but
uses the sweeping sssartion that cigar
salesmen In general are not worthy of
thelr hire.

It & hard to discern just how Mp
Whitahouss figures “on his famous black«
board.” He (s taking n alap at the
cigar and tobacco Industry when he
says the mmoking of expeasiva cigars
breeds inefficiency, yet his firm calers
to the retail cigar trade with a product
which their efficlent salesmen lond us to
realize {8 Indispansable. The assertion
that cigar clerks continually smoke ex-
pensive clgars in just as absurd as to
say the bank clark in wealthy because he
works In a bank, e Indirectly aceuses
the cigar store propristor of harboring
incompatont help, not even having cor-
mon sense onough to know It until Mr.
Whitehouns shed his enlightenment,

That he is wrong requires no answer.
A business that has progressed like the
retall clgar trade, a bunincas that has ay
much competition as the retall cigar busi-
ness and & business that calers to the best
oitizens, the highest ciass of men, ecould
mover thrive with ‘“lasy mortals™ as salas-
men. A set of salesmen thet put in the
hours that the cigar man works and has
half as much efficlency for peliing thelr
merchandise will be hard for Mr. White-
housa to find,

The writer hardly believes Mr. White-
houne ls in earnest. More than likely he
was oalisd upom to say something and
while suffering with a severa cams of
exaggerated ego he knocked the first
clugy of salogmen that came to his mind
Or/ perhaps, he may have gotten his date
and statistica from some ante-diluvian
records that were ripe for quoting about
the tims he ‘was of age.

It i» the opinion of every cigar man In
Omaha that an explanstion should be

| foreed. bocause ihe Ruslans are unable |

yoars, have falked with huadreds of Ne-
brasks and lowa poultry men, have had
correspondence with even more, and in
practically all cases I have found these
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In the only eouniry on earth where
it i3 necessary to have prohibition en-

o control Uhelr Kabits, which the whole
Shall the United States bhe
cinssed with Russia” Prohibition I» agi-

{ tated aither by people unable to control

themseives or by olbers that never tasted
Hawer and propounce IL “polson,” or by
hypocrites whoe 40 thelr drinking under
ANTI-PROHIBITIONIBT.
Tazpayers Demand Economy.

OMAHA, Felh. 7.=To the Editor of The
Beo: It is pleasing to read the opinion
of Robert Cowwll, who says there is a
wave of useless sxpenditures golng over
the country. The idea of hiring a man
and giving him $0.000 to make plans for a
milllon dollar park system and 10,000 men
out of employment, and many families
with Just smough to eat to hold body and
sonl together! Better bulld & milllon dol-
lar factory ownad by the olty, and glve
employment to the idis for thire & no
park mo beauliful as a home, and a
prompercun family of dhildren.

We have plenty of parks for the next
twanty-five years and have taken good
¢are of them. Carter lake is a fine body
of water and the peark surrounding It
is a pleasure ground for old and young.
Head oft thin graft wave. Pay batter
wages to the laborer and mechanio and
& million ddllars spent for factoriss will
maks Omaha a batter piace to live in, and
not Burden the peopls with useless taxes,

JOHUN F. BEHM.

“Blow ity Represtanintive Gov't™

COUNCIL BLUFFES, Ia., Feb. 7.—=To the
Editor of The Bee: The article of F. B
Houspeman to my mind dJdemands an
anawer., It is poor argument to call
names, but the salient* features of the
defunct immigration Bl can, I think, b
dipoussed falrly.

The lileracy test 0 not & test of
character, It 1o true, but & would assure
the povernment that allens desiring our
franchise would be educated enough to
rend and becomis cognizant of our Iaws
and lostitutions.

The bill passed the lower house of bon-
gress by a two-thirds majority.

santiment of thelr constituents was over-
whelming in favor of its passage?

To my mind representative government
has beey dealt a severa blow. Let us en-
courage an allen Immigration that Is
asgimilable and smenable to & country
with free institutions, but let us strongly

bar the door to those who lowar our
standards. The present bill has been Wat

and those responzible will soon appear
before the Amerioan people for a verdioct

The
senate by a 3@ to 7 vote. The democratic
vota for the bill was 18, agaiost It 101, &
clear majority in the party of sixty-five
votes. Bhould any president have power
to velo any meastire when the vola of
our representatives, which reflects the A

SUNNY GENS.

Rankin-—Have you navar been 1o Nl

agara Falls? .

Phyle- -'ren.d but !'h wani l; ou. it
pome day and see the scenary. '
ur;n‘r" 1 :'oa! 1 was on my honeymoon
—Judge.

Mr. Wayupp—This is a great bg land
of ours,
{ My, Biase—Thaty right, « tollos
| dosEn't wauw‘{; i t.; tn-r:-.m ::?r-

] ten plas
o " w‘{nn rou'gon‘l. owe anybady
Al

and

| country,
| Puok,
“See here,” said (he manager of the
l\‘nduaﬂllr hwn“r""'l'hhf [ ‘utn"l‘.."“ bt
Ve or &
o nonm-:o?r:.m:{ even then'™ de
eln the culprit unabashad. ‘Yoa ERVE
me & bad bill In exchange. ' —Loulaville
Courler-Journal.

Turkey—Look at that peacock stuffed
up with his own ¥mportance:

—~Look mt that turkey. Id
rathar ba atuffed with my own I(mport
ance than with sage and potatoes—Bal
timore American.

“What are your politics?"

“It depends o at deal on who hap-
poned to male the speach 1 read last,
replied the querulous person. “‘I'm t
ting so that évery time 1 read An y'a
speech 1 find pomething In it that makes
me feal like voting for somebody alse,
—Washington Star

“Now | appesal to you as a farmer,
MK‘." the man with a political argument
on his mind.

“Well, you nesdn't,” replled Farmer
Cormntossel. “1 aln't no farmer. I've read
all the sclontific [terature about tilin
the soll, an' 1'm two crops In dedt fur
improved machinery. 1'm an expert ag-
rleulturiet ' ~Washington Star,

Young Hibbard was exhibiting his plc-
ture to a charming girl
“This one,' he sa:d, handing her a ple-
“in my photograph, taken with WG
French poodies. Can you recognise me”

“Why, , certainly,” she replied, look-
ing at It intently. “You are the on® with
the hat on.""—Yeuth's Companion.

THE SECRET CHAMBER.

New York Bun.
of gossamer, with

|
A thing dewdrop
I &:nthc:utm to touch her, to draw
And 'r!:!:n her mine, my love. A mlor)
Ab:\?tm“her shone sorene, that bade me
To ar::rm too boldly, would not let me
'l'humr:‘l-armm of my youtli's increasing
An%mnhe died, and left the morning
gl o g
world's desire.
But I—that am no longer young. bave
Th{lgr::nh of manhood, and have felt

Of woman's love to full fruition grown.
The aweel companionship of day

day—
1 keep my hidden shrins whare, withered,

Th flowers of long entwined
In & ws of the dream l:::* dreamed

away
When Iu‘ol was youmg and waking love

w0

of commendation or condemnstion. Bo was biind,
it be. R & MOTH. mm;nhmhrm-:hm
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