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Elalue. handing the note 8 Auni Jose-
. “ls It & bad sprain?’ -

bad, Mise,'

Ok, yea'm” peplisd Johneon,
yours. Here's my leanse’

“I think you'll 40" nodded Klaine,
“Jonsings, will reu show Johmsou how
to gt to Lhe parage™

down the ittie nerials

replied  Johnpen,

“You've had experience™ guerted Aunt

“Five

thone of his own (nvnwtion and the ace
. Uvitles of Wu Fang now caused him to

“You see, Walter,” Konnedy sxpiained;

box on the labora-
this thing down e
1t's the most
BexT 1 opem
I Ut up thase

Asrials of the inverted L type.
transmitting apparatua, there
funed, 1|

press  (hils

Al the sthar end of the
i exact duplivate of the firet

Ahe Jever e huzser in

sounded

you. Walter.” he
box, “to take thie
40 Elaine."
s telsphione in &
Iater 1 left the

.| he was more than ever siapiotous. |

F. At night | plode. but his face was & study s he

of Pauline."”

eysing me suspiclously, as he would an
anarchint with a clock-work bomb,

“What have you got In the tag”' he
demanded,

For a moment [ felt very uncomfort-
able Woud he belleove me?

"I've got & wiralses talephone,” 1 pre-
pliad, mustering up all the assurance of
which | war carable. “Bameons ia ring-
ing the batl™

“Aw gwan'' hs doubted gruffly, more
| skepticnl than ever Tell & to the
| Judge.”’
| 1 tried to lnugh It off. Tt Kennsdy
kegpt ringing the ball and by this time a
orowd had oollected,

“Bul” 1 remonstrated, 'let me show

The offiver could not declins, though

oponed the bag, took out the little wire-
loas talephone box, opened i, and raised
the aerial.

“Confound you, Omig'' T oalled,
“you've almost got me pinched for a
red."

“Bay, tan that chatter,” bagan the po-
Noeman, looking at me as If he were
not sure now but that | was juat & plain
nut,
| “Try It youpsel,” handing
him the receiver,
| He took it gingerly ns If It might ex-

I urged,

aotually hbeard coming, as If from no-
where, a peal of lsughter from Keonnedy,
followed by an slaborate sxplanation.

AL eanl, Walter," Crale apologined,
with pride, "you must admit now that it
works. "

Oy tt works ull bt
soinowhat oooled down.

1 went the rest of my way unmo-
lewtod and was finally admiticd to the
Dodge house by Jonnings, who was evi-
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) It Here Now---Then

Exploits7Elain

pole to walch a gangster ssunter past.
Twice the fellow hag walked np and
down the atresl, and Kennedy, after
eyeing him narrowly, had fancled that
there waw something familiar about him,
though ke could not pince him.

An the gang=ter slonched by, he lurched
over to the slectric light pole and Ken-
nedy felt hie hand touched by that of
the xangster, He, was more than' sur-
prised to feel somothing like a plece of
eardbonrd  surrepthilously  slfdved iInto
his hand and he clutcheg 1. The sanx-
Aior passed. and as he Ald so, Kennedy
lonked aftar him, then went over and

i

“CAPTAIN JOHN BRANAIRD
1. B. Beeret Service.”

tewy to which 1 had returned,

"I think T've got the best olue yet,
Walter,” he called “You romember
Bralnard? Well I want you to meet me
al the Battery, where a revenue cuiter
will be waiting. Bring slong that wire.
lens tolephone, too. Don't forget.”

1 hung up the recelver excitedly and
tucked the ittle blmck box under my
Arm an 1 hurrind out

Biaine had deciled to motor down to

who lived on the shore of New Jersay,

called the garage and
to have the car ready.
Johnson was colrtecusly on the job,
and when Mare had packed Elaine's
gripn, Jennings carrled them out an:
placed them i the car,
“We'll g6 over the Staten Insland route,
fcroae the Tottenvilla ferry.,” dlrected
Elatne as she came out of the house
Jmmmnhm-u-m-
ment later the car started,
‘o How far they had gone she ala not
Pay much attomtion, Lut she knew the
roads well. They hed come to a fork,
And Johnson veeered off to the left. In-
7 Elalnoe knew that the right
road was the mom direct, and she
_ & Ifttle wignal hat summonsd

taking the wrong road.” she
“Go ta the right.'”

think you'll find the roads hettar
way, Miss Dodge.” peraisted John-

was, however, merely a russe on his
to galn Ume and give some of Wu's

ordered Johnson

i

3|

“You're
ad,
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and rose to g0 out. As they!
reached the side goor a Chinaman Ml
Kennedy drew Hralnard back
"What's the maller? whispered the
Becret Borvice man.
“Did you mses that ro-
tumed Kennedy. “That's Hop Ling. He
rins the oplum Joint. I think be's worth
shadowing.'
Keeping discreetly In the remr of the:
Chinaman, Kenpedy and Brainard fol-
lowed until Hop paused before s rame
shackle tenwimenl. No scoter had he dis-
Appeared inside than Craiy and Hrainard
advanced, cgreful that they In turn were |
not tollowed,
They entered and went upstairs At
last they came to a door outslde which
they paused to llsten. At least two, per-
haps mare, Cbinamen were 1slking In~‘
e, |
“Can you make out what they aro say- |
Ing™ asked Bralnard, i
“Sdmething about birda” returned
Cralg. “"We've pot them, There are
only two. Laet's rush the door.” !
Together they catapulted themmelvos at '
the door and It flew open. Inatantly. be-
fore the Chinamen wvould recover from

|

&
gé2

Now and then as they talked they would |
glance at this box. ;
Buddenly there was & flutter of wings

E

A pure white pigeon sesmed to
gilde Into the box and, as the Noming
bird did mo, the duor automatically shut,
It was & cage such as ia used for carrier
pigeona, The lttle flag n the reoem
moved and thy Chlnamen crowded about
the boX, ne Wu openad It. reached in and
caught the bird. Carefully he took the
massage from the hird's fool, As one of
them placed the bird in another bos and
tesul the trap Wu unrclied the paper and
read:
W A M

5 miles soulheast of Sandy Yiook, Wil
drop anchor off Btaten Isiand tonight.

“Fou will let me know If any lster
mestagy comes™ directed Wu lo one of
his men, a8, & moment Wier, the Chinese
master oriminal left the tsnement.

Onutiously ba made his way t0 the
secret ehtrance 0 his own apartment.
He had soarcely entered when a Ubina-
man, who had evidently besn walling
for him, rose and bowed It was Mop
Ling, the propristor of the opium dwm.

“In there any news yel, master™ he
maked,
| "Yea Gregor  landing rour oplum
| tondght. Il have a mirl for him to take
back o Bhanghal with hin where ahe
can be sold"”

The opium: Jealer howed

“Be resdy sl dark tonight’’ sdded Wu
as the man left.

HKennedy had begun to got cioser vn the
tradl of Wu and, baving dispatched me
to Eimine with ithe wireleas tolephone,
i ocourred 1o him thet be might spend
A few hours proftably aleuthing about

[ Chinatown searching for cluss to the

| #rrvent

thelr surprise at the sudden stiack, Cralg

{and Drainard were on them. One rushed
(for & window, smashing It with & chalr’

and trylng to got out - Cralg selaed him |

(und helpad cofmer the other who turmed

out to be Hop Ling. It was the work of |
only & moment to snap the bracelels on |
the two and cover them with a gun. |

“What's that™  demanded Brainad, |
looking at the box In the window, nas
Kennedy moved over toward It !

"A plgeon trap, 1 suspect,” Cralg re-
plled. “Let's wall.”

They =at thare for several minutes, Bvi-

dently the Chinces had been walting for
something. Craly fell that walting might
Pay.
At last he was rewnrdsd by the sound
of a flutter obtalle A clivk followed
as the Uttle door shut, trapping the
plgeon, The aslgnal flag in the roem
moved.

Kennedy looked at it a moment, Lhen
oamfully opened the duor in the back
of the trap and ssisd the bird From
the quid on the leg he “took a tightly
rolied note and read:

BP M

Will be off Van Dort Jetty in two hours,

’ Gregor,

What 4l it wean? Threatis, Improca-
tlons; nothing could extract a word from
the two tmpaseive prisonsrs

“Come,"” ordered Koanedy sharply of
Hop Ling. not for & moment lelting his
vaxation show in his fare "Walk abead
of ma"

Two of the gung had been oaptured,
but Wu seamed g far away as sver, Hae
marched Hop along sullenly, while
Brulnard kicked the other Ohinaman to
his feel und followed.

They did not have far to go  Boarcely
& block mway stood a policeman and
Craig waived to him.

Quickly, Cralg profuced carle of lden-
lhication and they left their bandouffed
prisoners with the understanding that
they wwre i be beld until fell charges
could le made agsinst them.

He paused once by an elestric Mght

Al Lthe fist elsphone pay slalion

| roughneck. *“They'll be thore woon.”

Mmen an opportunity. 1or, as the car
Approached the fork, two roughnecks,
hidden bohind & rock In the shrubbery,
had been atrainlng thelr eyes down tho
romd, and at the approach of the car had
drawn back closer under cover,

Johmson stopped some hundred fest or

so down the wrong road past the rock In
|

anawer to Elalne's signal

Ax Finine was becoming vexed at John-
son's first show of stubbormness, sho
suddenly felt strong arms circling her,
while a huge, very dirty hand pressed
with irresistible force over her moutlh.
Hhe strogaled, but It was of no uss,

"To the Van Dort jetty,"” growled ona

Quickly, Johnson whot the ecar along
to the lower bay side of the island, In-
stend of the New Jorssy forry. r

L

It was very late In the afternnen I
did my best to get down Lo the Rattery
with the wireleas telephione to mest Ken-
nedy and Brainard, bat it was dark be
fore I got there.

As 1 hurrled down o the dock, |
saw that they had already boarded the
revenue ctitter and were walting im
patiently; It was a fairly sisable erafl

They hauled me aboard and we cast
off. The wind blew In keenly from the
bay and we spun down the harber, keep-

SEE It All in

Cralg turned in and culled up the labora- ,

MAY 30, 1,5,

She moved over fearfully, as far away ae she could to the porthole,

"Go!™ he himsed, malsine MNa finger and
pointing to the door,

Trombling, she obsyed and Wu Fang
and the two toughs followed, one of the
Chinamen pleking up her wultcase. Acrons
Ithe almost untravelled road they forced
| her, and down on the stone dock, every
| footstep dogged by Wu and Lls emis-
]unrlﬂ.

“Get Into the boat.'' Wu ordered
Ehe climbed down Into the dirty yawl
lnnd the Chinaman tossed her sultosso

{the country bome of one of her friends |"TPeF her.

| “If you sec that for any reason she is

“do away with her™

The yawl tossed up and down on the
rokh  awelln that came In from the
im:un, as the powerful aurma of the sall-
jors pulled her all through the blackness
‘to the schooner,

There Elaine was lifted over tho rall
and forced across the deck, down inte
the murky, ill-amelling bold. It made no
difference to Gregor whether he carried
a cargo of coptraband or a white riave,
In his gruff volce ha bellowed orders for
peiting under way, while the Chinaman,
half pushed Wiaine Into a cramped room
amidships.

He set down the muitcase and with a
Lgrunt and a scowl left, locking the door
and shuffling along the passageway to a
steop flight of steps to the deck.

Kiaine paced up and down her narrow
prison, distracted,

Suddenly she paused & moment w her
eyve fell on the multcame - There fMashed
through her mind the imeasage ' had
given her from Kennedy.

fha almost seized the sultcase and tore
it opem with nérvous fingers.

“Oh—will 1t work—will It work?™ wshe
breathed in prayer to herself as she lifted
cut tenderly the Httie wirelens telophone,

8he opened it, pulled wp the little
oerials. and pressed the lever.

“Hello—hello—Cralg—hello!"

It was her last chance. Would it work?

L] L] L]

By this time we had come In the rev-
enua cutter to the old dock Lhat was
known as the Van Dort jetty.

AN we swung around to i, with Ken-
nedy and Brainard, I leaped out. Wa
grzed sbout. hunting for signs of the
opium smuggler.

“Hee!" 1 eried.

Kennedy bent down, and aimost ike a
trained hound, began to follow the prints
shoreward. Bralnard joined us as we
followed Cralg. .

The footprints lad up from ihe dock to
an old, deserted, dilapidatod house Wea
Pulised & moment before it. Just then a
door opened and a Chinaman appeared.

With a ery he darted back, but wa
were at him. There were others inside,
too, but they were easlly overpowered.
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coitd that

j traced our stepa 1o the Setty, Bralnard's, that ahe not be ol
men carrying the opium At the dock | long
lwe loaded our prisoners and the ¢on- Just then the maddened face of the
traband on the cutter Chinaman sppearad at the hatoh A
It was plain that, sithough we had cap- | MOment tater his Hlihe body wormed li-
tured the dope, the whip which nLad,®olf out on deck. As he came T.‘”‘h"
bBrought It had escaped and. worst of all, | Blaine retreated forther toward Uiregor
Wi had again  slipped through our| “Oh sir,’ she pleaded, "shve mel |
| tingers. i have done nothing!"
Bralnard gave the order and we lefy the | OTeROT, one eve on the nnprnnt'mn.l:
whart, As we Mood gasing from the cane | revenus cuiter, the other on his ship
| tured opfum to the prisonem, Brainand and crew, hind not seen “.".r Wii_Seen,
| wan visibly elated Shake,” he sald| G0l out of the way, h" ““‘T‘N"
| Inconleally to Cralg. r"‘lr:f‘-!)' pushing her aside Save your-
Just then u.busz. as If & bell had rung. -‘-_'[:r-" Chinaman eame a step nearer,
niartled ua. Tt was s unexpected that 1 kntfe upralsed, She 'fed Along the deck
exdinimed, although the next minuge T _”'“__ i w g } 'Imlh e i s 1 s
realized that 1t was from the wirelogs | s i Wi " .- )
> | ddesperation, she seised a rung, swung
telephone which Cralg had asked me tmhnrn-!r SYOURE: and ‘Havtdl
Ihrin: from the laboratory Ier relontless pursper followed. hand
Kennedy wseimed the box, opened It wer hand, clenching the knife in his
hantily, and clapped the lttle recelver to torth, Thére was no escape. A moment
his ear ste trembled aloft.
| “Haillo—hello—yes, this I8 Cralg. Where| Then from & crosstree, Ahe Jumped.
| are you—what? | diving far out into the water. The China-
But at Cralg's next worda, I myself | ;man followed,
sanped. - Hand over hand he churned the waves
UIf you ecam get a light” he almost |, ii.c her
ahouted, “thrust It out of the porthole to = . -
gulde us. But we'll find you anyway. We wore now nearing a low rakiab
Keep up your nerve.” traft. Though we signalled it. they pald
Wa erowded about him | noe attention. Instead, we could hear the
"Bralnard—a palr of ginsses—quick,” he | chug-chun of an auxillary gas engine
cried dashing to the bow of the cutter. | pona sent #hol across the
“and full speed down the bay."” mohooner's bow. Eull #t did not stop. In-
Priefly, an he swept the horizon ahead, stead, the top salls broks out in spite of

he repealed the tale of Winlne's
napping.

We stralned our eyes.

“That'n ft—Bratnard —maore
eried Craig at last.

Far off, almost out on the ocean, we
could pee & tiny twinkle of lght slowly
waving back and forth.

In her prison, Elalne had talked to
Cralg, afrald to ralse her volos too high

An she heard Kennedy's Instractions,
ghe  replaced  the  recolver and  ross
quiékiy to her feet from beside the suic-

kid-

speed ™

eane. Fhe looked about There was n
dingy ofl lamp suspended from a beam
of the deck above

| Back mnd forth she

As the pchooner
[ﬂﬂ.‘m. who had left the man at the
| wheel. was gasing off. not particularly
happy st the prospect >f not touching m
port for a long time ngain. Buddenly he
became awars of a peculiar, though allght
gleam on the water. He loaned over the
rall further. Below, and a bit forward
of him, he could catch n glimpse of a
light moving along the side ‘of the boat.

“Confound that wencn!" he muttered
in & sudden fury, turning and seizing up
a boat hook lying on deck.

Halsing it, he leancd far over the rall
Then he brought the boat hook down
suddenly on the lamp, smashing it into
# thousand bita as they hissed into the
water,

Elpine drew back In horror, In her
hand was merely the handle of the lamp,
1t seemod as If her Inst hope had been
blasted.

“Cap'n—look over the slern—to port.'’
cried one of the men on watch,

“It's a revenue cutter,”’ growled Gregor,
lowering his glass after a quick scrutiny
of the mysterious craft. "Crowd on more
sall—atart the auxiliary motor,”

He volleyed forth his ordera hoarsely.
Instantly the deck was In an uproar.
For the moment, In thelr anxioty to os-
cape, they soemod to have forgotten
Elalne-all except the Chinaman who had
been wet to guard her. Gllently he drew
from hia blouse a knife and slipped down
the companionway,

Elaine heard him pouse at the door as
he looked again at his knife. Then the
lock turned, The door creaked But she
had propped a chalr well and it held
Thoe Chinaman at the door redoublod
his efforts. He selzed n fire axe hang-
ing nearby and attacked the door with
that, hacking furlously.

One after another, the table, n chest,
everything movable, Elaine plled up
against the door as it splintered. But it
was of no use

Bhe moved over fearfully, as far away
as ahe could to the porthole, and looked
at the black water, as she leaned far
out, then up at the deck only a few feet
above hor.

The door crushed in.

The Chinauman, Infuriated, caught just

In the room they had been packing
oplum tinm, evidently to be removed to|
various hop jolnte. '

Prodding the reticent Celestials, we "-1

a Ellmpee of her through the porthole,
turmed and rushed for the stalrway.

In the commotion, Elalne had actually
como over the rall unobserved.

She seized it and ran to the porthola. |

waved it an far as | be went after her
and, accordingly, late In the uh.-rmn,n"‘l"“'l to escape,” added Wu savagely, | her arms would permit.

now alipped along, |

But she |.

the gale and It headed away faster
Another shot flashed out from our
gun. This timo a apar was carrled nway,
as  the eearchlight playing on the
schooner clearly ahowed,

We were rapidly gnining now.
"Bralnard—stop  firing—for
ke, shouted Cralg from
“Loak!'

Weo followed his finger as he pesred
| forward tensely.

There In the rigking, hanging perilously,
| war Hiaine. She was standing thers
[ holding a Chinaman at bay.
[ Buddenly we saw hor draw herselt up
and deliberately dive into the waters The
Chinaman dived also

henven's
the bow,

Hand over hand
We watched, spocch.
lemm.

Kennady turned and seiged the rapid
{fire gun, whirling It around and aiming
carefully,

The Chinaman was a powerful swim-
mer and was rapidly gaining on Blalne.
We could even son the gleam of the knife
in the searchllight.

Carefully, Cralg sighted the gun. The
mistake of a halr's breath meant 1fe or
| death.

Not & minute too moon the shot
ricochettsd over the waves The China-
mian's arms went up in mute aurrender.
His head sank below the surface of the
water,

Instantly, Cralg and I were loaning far
over the side of the cutter as, with power
off, she slipped along, close to that flgure
swimming in the cold, black water,
Neither of us pald any attention (o
Gregor's frantie signals of surrender as
Bramard covered the schooner.

As we passed, Cralg reached over and
cavght Elame, lifting her bodily Into our
boal

"Oh, Cralg!” she gasped, as Kennedy,
wrapped his greatcoat about her.

"Brainard—some hot drinks—quck,'" he
| ordered as he carried her, half falnting,
to the cabin,

“Thank heaven for the wireleas tele-
phone,” he muttered as he worked franti-
eally to bring her around.

“No—it was the Inventor—that did It,"”
sbe murmured, looking up at him, safe.

{To Be Continued.)

The Meeting.
It was the first time they had met,

S8ave for a gray. overcast sky, and

heavy raln or snow, the day was perfeot
Heo came plong rapidly, as was his
wont, looking mneither to the right nor
'mt.mh"' but gawping at the sky like a
rube.

Much more slowly, she ap ched from
the opposite direction, walking daintily,
as usual,

Ehe saw him.

“How handsome he Is!” she tho .
“How blg and bold and looking!

And how rapldly he movea!" -
But If he saw her he gave no sign
A little bird hovered In the alr far

above

“He seems In such a hurry!"” she sighed

And, really, he was going some.

It wns then, for the first and last time,
thoey mel.

The little nanny goat went palling over
n plecket fance with a hurt look on her
Q'lqunm face, while the Fast Mall for
New York sped onwards.—<Detroit Free
Preas

eraft

L 1

Already Wu Fang and a couple of his |
lHeutenants had gone down to the Van |

Dort jelty. No message had
celved from OGregor

baen re-
but thay felt sure

that he would be thers with the schooner

Finally Wu dicected one of his men to
pot off a slgnal, & Mashlight on the end
of the Jetly, while he strained his eyes
throuigh the darknesa for some answer.
ing signal.

. He had not reckoned wrong, Far out
Tover the ‘water oamme nn answering signal
from the schooner,

"Goad!” exclalmed Wu with satisfac-
(Uon, as he turbed and picked his way
| back up the dock.

I On he went alone untll he came to one

of the deperted manelons of & generation |

of two age, which lined the shore at that
{polnt. There In & yard beaide I stood
 Elalna's onr,

“Where s the white girl?™ asked Wu,
calling Johnson.

“In the houss, master,’™
moechanician subserviesily
"Walt for me here, then” aedded Wu
Wu Fang came In silently and moved
over ciose to her. He sald not a wora,

replied the

face as she shrank bock fram him

Meanwhile & yawl had put out from the
sohooner loaded with cane of the preclous
lmtnbcld drug and had pulled up at
the old stones fetty and dock. Chinamen
bastlly unloaded It and sarted up to
the house Iaden with the hesvy tine,

As Wu stood belfore Elalne, the Chiua-
men carrying the dope tine entersd and
began plling them up in an old closst
In the roon. At last they finkshed put
ting It away.

“All is done, masier.” bowsd one whe
A w h i a
Wu nodded, then turned to Fluine.

but an evil smlle spread over his sinlster 1
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