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Kennedy signed for it and stared to
unpack It

Theaters week, Noxt Bun-|a large manils envelope, carsfully sealed,
sanother chapter of “The Exploits | on which wefe wrilten the flnires “¥7,-
dd%h-" and now Pathe . w000  Too exclted evenm to exclaim, I

conlents,

that,
of papar]

tracks,
money,
and over, Jooking At It carefolly. Tt was
s largs
nothing,

packing the box and was dxamiming a
bottle which he had 'taken fromi IL

length.
to go to him. “What Is 7
beenn working and looked about hasjily.

My eye fell on the blank sheet of paper
which I had taken from Bannatt's en-

Clmehing . later lllt: velope, and 1 picked It up from Lhe
AUmmons basket
. " ...,..‘5' ”}‘n’?'.m'&ﬁ. b “Here's one.” | sald, banding Wt te him.
¥ {n fArits her jawyer, Bennett, Ken-| “What are you doing?’

.1. ':l-tl per lawyer's secrelary | wannedy A1d not answer directly, but
- 'mm m:“’m" ‘l{:: began 1o troat the paper with the lauid
b/ at to kil Einine. nnedy ( trom the bottle. 'Thénm he lighted a Bun-
m discovire he In the CIHON= |y hirnar gnd thrust the paper Into the

: N otad - flame. The paper &d not bura!
! M‘:::c '{.‘,"ﬁuﬁ'iﬁ‘;‘; {3:: “A new system of firsproofing, ' laughed

to dhg:f" Cralg, enjoying my aatonishment.
NE | §ie continted to hold Lhe papsr in tha

m flame., SUIL it &4 oot burn.

A mﬂg “Soe.” ho went on, withdrawing It mnd

:lf'ﬂ“ﬂhm

Novelist and the

Miss Pearl White
b 4

I wag hard at work whn [ came across

ore the envelope open and examined the

Inslde war ancther envelope. | opend
It contalned merely a blank plecs

With eharacsteristic aklil at covering his
Henmett had also povers! bia
Puzzied, 1Murned the paper over

bt i ghowed
1
Kennedy had by this Uime finished une

sheet of paper,

“Come here, Walter,” hs callod at
“Eyep see anylhing like that™
“T can't say.” | confessed, getling up

“Bring a ploce of paper,” he added
1 went bmock to the desk where I had

starting to explain the propertles of the

warning of .the Clutching Hand and his
Rusly wagged his tall. Bomething was
wrong.

Elaine followed him down to the living
room. Sho went over and lighted the eleo-
tric lamp on the table, then turned to
Tusty,
“Well, Rusty™ she repeatsd almost as

Bhe had no need of repaating the guoes-
tion. Rusty was looking straight at the
fireglace.

Elnine limencd Bure enough, ahe M-.r’
wirange nolses. Was that Aunt Tabby
“Haimt™T Whalever It was it dod

noa W hyit's Etaine! 1 exclaimed

and ptirred, then awoke
“What (s i Rusty®™' she asked, mind.
ful of the former days when Rusty gave

BEE:

The Whole Roof of the Secret

It on her, “takte this—~kesap It near row.' ;
The nolsss coaned at  length, 'I.ll
ftrangely as Lthey had begun,

Hall an hour later they had all gone
back to bad and were nslecp IB-.rt Einine's |
Meep now was ftful, o ‘consiant proces- |
slonn of faces flitted bafore her ciosed
®YBR, :

Suddeniy she woké with a sturt and
stared into the semi-darkness. Was that
face real, or a dream face? Was it the
hideoun helmeted face that had dragged
her down into Lthe sewer once? That man
waa dead. Who war this®

Ahe gated nt the bedroom window, hold-
Ing the huge revolver tightly. There,
vague in the night light, appeared a_ fig-
ure Burely that was no dream face of
the oxygen loimet, Pesides, 1t wes not
the same holmbt, . '
Ehe sat Boll upright and fired. peoint-
HMank, at the window, shivering the gluss,
A socond later she had leaped from the
bedd, switohed on the light and was ron-
ning la.the #ill,

Downatairs Aunt Tabby and Uncls
Joshur had heard the ghot. Joshua was
now wida awake. He wgsed his old shet-
gun and ran out into the lving room

new firepreofer. : Followed by Aunt Tabby, he hurried to)
Fe had séarcely bagun when ha stopped |y, f '

i surprise. had happened to glance | ..y t Was 112" he asked, puffing
at the amain, bent over to examine | oy 11\ exortion of running upstairs,
::nmwmwmmﬂ “I saw-a face—at the - window—with

wurprie. 4 | #oms kind of a thing over It!" wgasped

T looked also. There. clearly discernible | Eiaine. "It was Ilke one T saw once be-
on the paper, was & small part of What| fore Y “

Jooked an architect’s drawing of & | Uncle Joshua aid not walt to bear sny

more.  With the gun pointed ahead of
him, ready fdr instant setion, ha ran ‘sut
of the room and Inte the parden, beneath
Elaine's windew,

Ha happenod to look down st tha
krolnd,  Heforo him was a small box
He pheked it up.  “Here's something,
though,”" he sald.

Joshua went back Into the house.
“What is 1 asked Elaine, as he re-
Jolned the women.

Bhe took the ourjous little box and un-
fastened the cover. As sha opened It she
drew back. There In the hox was a liitls
Ivory figure of & man, all husehed up and
shrunken, & hideous figure, Bhe recolled
from (t—1t reminded hor too muoh of the
Chingse dovilowod shoe had seon—and she
diropped the box.

For a moment all stood lnoking at it tn
horrified ampasement,

It war the alternoon following the day
of our wirunge discovery of the fireplnce
done @ nympathetic Ink on the apparently
blank sheet of paper In Bennett's effeats,
when (he spegking tube sgunded and I
mnswered It |

Kennedy's face showed the lkeenest
ploasure al the unexpested vistt, “Tell
her to come right up,” he sald qulekly.

I opened the door for her.
“Why—Hlalne--I'm n'hﬂ_u.lﬁd o meo
you," he greetod, “hut I thought you were
rusticating."'

“1 was: but, Cralg, It seoms to ms that
whersver | go somelhing happens,’' she
returned. “You know, Aunt Tabby said
there ware haunts. 1 thought & was an
old woman's fear—but last night 1 heard
the wsirangest noises oul thers, and [
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Jhamber Vedl with a Crash

Clutehing  Hand was hidden,
Fand, his master had come

The night following his arrtval Wy
Fang was reclining on & divan. when his
servasl anpounced that Long Sin was
at the door. y
“Have you brought the map with you
anked Wu, as Long Sin entored.
Long Bin howed low agaln, and drew
from under his coat the paper which he
had obtalned from Bennétt.  For a mo-
ment the two, master and slave In gulle,
bant over, clossly studylng It

At one point on the Mmap Long Sin's
bony finger paumed over & note which
Bennett had made;

“Bewarn polsoned gas
apartment.”’

“And yon think yon cun lrace 1t out™
asked Wuo.

MWithout a doubl,™ bowed Long Sin

He went over to & basg near by, which

but Wu

uwpon  opening

he had already sent wup by another
sarvant, and opened . Inside was an
oxygen helmel. He replaced (I, after

-

showing it to Wu, .
““With the aid of the sclance of the
white devil, we shall overcomea the

of n wire which he had taken frow the
bag. -’

Having thrawn this aver the feed wire,
ha alid quickly to the ground
Then, carrying the other end of the
wirg in his rubber gloved hands, he made
hix way through the underbrush, in and
almost like the msecpent he was,
unill he came 10 u passakewsny In the
rough and "uncléeared hiliside—a small
epening formed by the rocks

arrived with
Elsine at Aunt Tabby's We entored the
ltving roam, and Eiaine introduced us
bolh to Aunt Tabby and her husband.
It was difficult to tell whether Elaine's
old nurse was more glad to seo her than
the faithful R . who almost over-
whelmed her o after a0 short an
alesnce,

In the midsi of the greetings [ took
cocasion to look over the living
it wan & very cosy room. simply and
tasiefuily furnished, and I funcied that
1 could see In the neatness of Aunt

thought T saw & face at the window—a

under the window."
She handed Kennedy a box, a pecullar
affalr, which she touchad glugeriy and

Kennedy opened It Thers, In the bot-
Eod,

“Lat me e, he ruminated,
Esrding the aign

sl re-

didn't ™

Flaino nodded her head
don't see what that can have to do with
IL" she agreed, adding with a shudder,
“Hennett Ia doad.”

as if it cume up from the very deplhs
of the earth

rounded ke Tt might have Lasn some-
thing striking & plece of Iron, & boly,
with a sledge, -
What was it?
Ehe continued Lo listen In wender, then
man v her Auni Tabhy's bedroom deor,
on the flret ooy, and knocked,

Aunt Tably woke up and shook Jeshuas.

“Aunt Tabhy! Aunt Tabby!" called
Elatne.

“Tea, my dear” asnswered ihe old

har nlght cap—"Joshun''

Joshua yawning sleeply.
“Listan ! whispered Wialne,

She could not make out Just what it

Togpether the old couple came ocut inte
the living room, still in their nightelothes,

K ¥ had taken & plece of paper
from thy dosk where he had put it away
carefully. “Have you ever sesn anything
that looks Mke this? he paked, handing
her the paper,

Elaine looked at the plan carefuily, as
Kennedy
glanced  up, her expression
Mainly the wunder she felt.

“Why, yeu." she answered. ""That looks
like Aunt Tabby's fireplace In the Uving
room. "

Kennady mald nothing for a momant
Then he selsed his hat and coat

“If you dom't mind,” he said, “we'll go
back with you*

"Mind™ she repegted,
had hoped you would do.”

Now York 4id not knaw of the arrival
of Wy Fang, the mysterious, yel, But

showing

‘TJust what I

There was the nolss again ““ﬁn."ﬂ'ﬂhlh'm“d(‘lmm

In the wars that are devious and durk,
the Ordental crooks knew—and tremblod.

Thus it happened that Letgy Fia was
not permitted to cnjey even the faretasis
of Besnett'sa spolls, whivh he had toropd
from higm after his welrd transformastion
inte e real sif, the Clutching Hand,
when the Chinsman had given hkim the
polspacd drnught that had pul him inte
his long aleep.

He had obtained the pager showing

1
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where the tréasure amassed by the

\

"

only with signas of the greatest aversion, |

Yes, but lt

and | scanned her face. Bhe|

Tabhy a touch of Eialne's hand, for she

fove in & helmel. And when Joshua "‘"""Ihld furnished it for her fuithful old
outl, this Is what he found on the ground |

friond,

« T fellowed Kennedy's eyes, and saw
that he waas looking st the flreplace.
Bure enough, It was the same in deslgn
us ths fireplace which the heat had sc
unexpeotedly bronght out M sympathelic

tom of the box, was a litthe' Ivoary devil-!ink on the blank sheet of paper.
He tboked at it curfousty & moment. !

Konnedy lost no time in examining it
|and we arowded around him as he went

“The houss you bought | over it Inch by Inch, following the direc-
for Aunt Tabby onoe belonged to Bennett, | tion on the drawing.

At ons point In the drawing a peculiar
protuberance was marked. Kennedy was
:o\id-entlr hunting for that. FHe found I
al last and pressed the sort of lever in
sevoral ways, Nothing seamod 1o happen
| But finally, simost by chance. he seemed
to discover the secret.

A small section at a sida of the hn‘l’lﬂa
opensd up, declonlng an tron laddsr, lead-

hiding places in which the Clutghing
Hand used to dolight.

Ala siarted down the ladder and 1 fol-
lowed clossly. Elalre was about to Join
us when Kennedy paused om the top-
moat rung and looked at her.

Na, no, yousg lady,” he sald with
mock peverily, "you have been through
enongh alrepdy—you stay whare you are ™

Elaine argued nnd begpnd, but Keanedy
wan obdurate. It was oaly when Aunt
Tabby and Joshua sddod thelr sntreaties
| that she consented reluctanily to, remaln

Together Crulie and 1 demd-l’!ab the
darkness nbout elght or ten feel, There
wa found a PpASEATOWAY, exoavated
through the earth and rock, along which
we crepl. It was crooked and unoven.
and we ptumbled bl kept going slowly
rhead.

Kannedy. who was » few fesl In front
of weo, slopped suddenly, and 1 slmost
fell over bim.

“What s 4T T whispered.

Long fin had made his way from the
oponing of the cave to tha point on the
plan which was marked by & cross and
there be had et up bl sloctrie dnll,

1
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Intro-
ducing

Ha was working furiously to take advan-
tago of the fifteon minutes or #o before
the next car would paess

The tunnsl had been widenad out at this
point Into 4 sedall subterranean chamber
It was dug out of the sarth and the roof
WAR roughly propped up, .most of the
weight belng borne by one main wooden
prop which, in the dampness

'ihrrumv old and decayed.

On ona gide It was svident that Lomg

|ﬂ|. had already been at work, digging | Then he tumed on the ocurrent mnd ap-

ahd drilling through tha earth and rock
He had gone o far now that he had dis-
closad what looked llke tha face of a
amnll mafe pet dlrectly Into the rock

had now | then ot the electric drill, and finally an
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revolvers drawn wa crapt back along the
passagewnay untll we came again to the
chamoer jisslf. There, on the floor, lay
r bag of tools, opened, as though some-
body had been working with them

'‘Caught red-handed!” axclaimed Ken-
| nady, with groat satietaction.

He looked at. the tools p mintte and

iden sectaed to sirike hMim. He look up
the drdll And advanced toward the sale.

| plled the drill

The Arill was of the very iatest design
anil ft went quickiy thraugh the steel.
Bul beyond that there was another thin

As he worked, he would stop from Ume -u-,-l partition. Thia Kennedy tackied

to timo & conenlt the n. T he | X

‘?m“f]w'n;:d,m ndﬂ“m'“‘;:::. . he ) The drfll went through and he with-|
Ha had mow pome to the polnt on which |drlr" it 1

Hennett had written Ils warning. Quickly | Instantly the most penettating and nau- |

he opened the bag end took the oxygen |s-n-lun odor semed to pervade evervthing.

heimat, which he  adlusted carefully Kennsly: RS gut | But Bl waming

over his head. Then be set to work with
redoubled enerrey,

It was that drill as well as his pound-
Ifg on the rock which had.-so aldarmed
Elalne and Aunpt Tabby the night beforn
and which now had been the signal for
Kennedy's excursion of discovery

As 1 spoke my harfd loosened a ploce of
reck that jutted out and before 1 knew It
thare war & crash

"Confound i, Walter,” sxtciaimed Ken-
nedy.
Down Lthe passageway the figure was

now thoroughly on the alert, staring with
hin gogmie-llke eyer Into the bLlackness n
ourAdireotion. Tt was'not the roof above
him that was unsafe. He was watohed,
and he did not hesitate a minnte *o act

He solzgd the bag and picked his way
quitkly through, the passage as if thor-
oughly familiar with svery tum of the
walls and roughness of the floor.

Weo were discovered and If we were to
ncoomplish anything it was now or never.

Kennedy dashed forward and I followed
close after him.

We wore making much better time than
our strange visltor and were gaining on
him rapidly. Nearer and nearer we came
tos him, for in spite of hia familarity with
the cavern he was hampered by the out-
landish headgear that he wore.

It was only another Instant when Ken-
nedy would have lald his hand on him.

Buddenly he half turned, ralsed his arm
and dashed something to the earth, much
an n child explodes & toy torpede. [ fully
expoected that It waa a bomb: byt, us a
moment laler 1 found that Kennedy and
T were stlll unbarmed, 1 knew, that It
must be some other product of thia devil-
#h gentus,

The thickeat and most imponetrable
smokie seqmed (o perymde the nerrow
cavern?

“A  Chinose smoke homb!” sputisred
‘and coughed . &% ho retroated a
minute, then with renewed vigor endeav-
ored to penetrate the dense and opuque
fumaen,

Wo nanaged to go ahead still, but the
Intrider had exploded ohe after another
of his peculiar bombs always kesping
ahead of smoke which he ereated, and

wa found “undes its cover he had
| made m oncape. reaching
:w ohtr of the eaviin the under-

At the other end of the passageway, uj

In the Tiving room of the cottuge, the
draught had carried large quantities of
the mmoke. Fiaine, ' Aunt Tabby and
Joshua, coughing and choking, saw it and
opened & window, which seemad to eansa
a currett of alr to sweap through the
whola lemgth of the passsgeway and
helped (o olear away the fumes raphdly.
Long 8in, meanwhile, had started to
work Lis way through the bushes to
reach the walting car, with Wu, then
paused and Hstened. Hearing no sound,
he replaced the helmeot, which he had
taken off,

Pursult was now Useless for us. With
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| was too late. We stagirered dack, dver-
come by the escaping gas, and foll to the
gEround,

Long Ein, with his exygen helmel on
again, had ragturned to the passageway
and was now steaithily cresping back.

He cama to the chamber and Lhere dls-
covered us lying on the ground overcame
He bent down. and to his great satisfac-
LUop, vaw that wa were really uncon-
sclous,

Quickly he movéd over to the safa and
pried open the last thin steel  plate.

Inslde waa a small box. He ploked it
up and tried to open it, but |t was locked.
Therq was no time to work over It here,
and he took It under his arm and started
to leave,

HHe paused a moment to loek xt us,
then took out s plece of paper and a
pengll and on the paper wrote, "Thanks
for your trouble.’

Beneuth It was signed by his specisl
stamp—the serpint's head, mouth open
and fangs showing. :
~ Long 8in looked at us & moment, then
a sublle wmile seemed to spread over his
face. At last he had us in his power.

e drew out a long, wicked-looking
Chinese knife and stuck it through the
note,

Then he felt the edge of the knife,
wan Keen,

It

In the sitting room, Elaine, Aunt Tabby
and Joshus had besn lstening Intently at
the fireplace, but heard nothing,

"I can't stand It any longer,™
Elsine: ‘T'm going down there
what has become of them,”

Aunt Tabby and Joshua tried to stop
hgr, but she broke away from them and
went down the addér, Rusty leaped
after her.

Joshua tried to follow, but Aunt Tabby
held him back.

Elaine was now making her way as
rapldly as mhe could through the tunnel,
with Rusty beslde har,

It was just as Long Sin had ralsed his
Knife that the sound gf footsteps alarmed
bim.

He pfused and leapsd to his feel,

i There was no time for either to re-
treat. He started toward Elgine and
sclted her roughly. |

Back and forth over thefocky floot |
they struggled. As they fought, she with

cried
to ses

her slowly up againet the prop that up-

held the roof.
The whole roof of the chamber fall wilh |
& crash, carth and stone owerwhalming
Elaine and her assallant. i
By this time Joshua had left the house
and had gone oul Into the garden to get
something to pry open the fireplace door, l
Of a pudden, to his utter amasement, a .
few, feet from him. it seemed as Iif the
very sarith sank in hie garden, leaving a
Yawning chaam.
Ie looked. unahle to make (L oul

L
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the figure of Long Sin in his oxygen hel-
mat, appeared, struggling up na it by
magic, from the very ¢arth, shaking tha
debris off himeelf, an n dog would shale
off the water aftér a plinge In & pond

By this time Joshua wns digging furi-
ously, Rusty, 100, seemed to underatand
HE threw back the sarth with his paws,
helping with every ounce of strength in
e Hitle body

At iast the =pade furned up a bit of
oloth

“Hinine,"' Aunt Tabby cried out again

Bhe was in a sort of little pocket. pro-
tected by the fortunate formation of the
enrth as it fell, vet nlmost suffocated;
weak, but conscious,

Aunt Tabby rushed up as Joshua Iaid
down the apads and lifted out Elaine

They were abvul to earry har Into the
houss., when she cried weakly, but with
nn\rmr remaining strength

“No—no—Dig! Cralg—Walter!"
aged to gasp.

Rusty, too, was still at Tt Joshua fell
to again. Man and dog worked with s
will,

“There thay are!” cried Elaine, aa all
three pulled us out, unconscious, but still
nlive.

Though we did not know It, the¥ carried
us Into the house, while Elalne and Aunt
Tabby hustied about to get something to
revive us.

Meanwhile Long' 8in

ahe man-

hiad made his way

to the automobile, where his master, Wy,
walted impatlently. d
“Iid you get (LT’ asked Wu eagerly.
Long Hin showed him. the box. :
“Hurry, master!” he orled breathiessiy,

]

leaping Into the car and strugsling to
take off the helmet as they drove away,
“They may he here—at any moment.”

The machine was off like a shot, and
even If we had been frée, we coulM not
now have caught It

Back tn Wu's sumptuous apartment,
later, Wu and his siave, Long Sin; aftor
their hurried ride, dismissed all the ser-
vantn and placsed the lttle box on the
table. Wu rose and locked the door.

Then, together, they took & sharp In-

| strument and tried to pry off the lad of

tha bhox,

The lid flew off. They gazed in sagerly.

Inside was a smaller box, which Wu
wlazed and opened,

There, on the plugh cushion, lay merely
a round knobbed ring.

Was this the end of thelr groat ex-
pectationn” ware Benneti's millions
merely mythical?

The two. dtared at each other im chag-
rin. ;

Wo was the (first to spoak.

“Where there should Have been .00 -
00, he mutlered o himself, why |s
there only & mystic ring."

{To Be Continued.)

SANATORIUM
- Loartin ek

This institution is the only one
in the céntral west wilh separate
bulldings situated {n their own
ample grounds, yet entirely dis-
“tinol, and rendering it possible to

clagaity cases. The ona building
being fitted for and devoled to the
treatment of non-contagious and
pon-mentaldisenses, no others be-
ing admitted; the other Reat Cot-
tage baing designed for and de-
sl W the exclusive treatment
of select mental cases requiring
for & time watchful care and ape-
L('l;l nursing.
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