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Ignorance of the war (ax excuses no man.
e ——— —— e
With congrees In sesslon what have we 1o
fear? ’

m
About sll we know of the end of the war ia
that it is coming nearer every day.

According to reliable reports, the Zeppelin
buginess over In Germany s looklng up.

To be m, the war diup.l.eilu should refer
| to it as the place where Belglum used to be,

——
But the trouble Is the bomb that fell on the
Krupp works did not put it out of business.

Omaha s now Eond by an army also, but

it is an army of cheerful Christmas shoppers.
: S ————

Despite a setback now snd then, that Ger-
man war aachine |s some fghting mechanism,

————

No mistaking =lgns of the approach of the

shortost day and the longest night of the yoar,
' S—————

Little Japan, It seems, started last and [in-

Mm-mnmudqm this war game.
T Tl S———

President Wilson's message uses up about
4,000 words. And this Is the short session of

"

entitled to

—
December 7, the first real snow. Agaln the
Joke 18 on the Nebraska wman who fled for refuge

R

But if Brother Charley should be drafted to
his valuable time to the federal govern-
, Who would run the Commoner?

The prospective bullding of that Dodge street
- viaduct ought to be snother Inducement for Dun-
dee people to weleome consolidation,

——

Did some one say that our municipal water
works was also supposed to be run on civil ser-
lues, tree from pull and politics?

——— -
As It wo did pot huve trouble dnotgh al-
along comes n selentist and tells us that

' dry in 1,000 years more.

to “rub it in" on old

Oy maybe he is

T. | ST
uow proposed by a city commissioner to.
“lor " autos so they can be
me authorities will serew
b 1o regulate auto stands
stop the blockading of busy sireets by

e —
ser Aftorney Genersl Wickersham is &
people of the United States have
to’ respect,” says the local democratie
m, which, however, 1y something the same
de grgan was mever wlilling to admit
Wickersham was attorney general.

iy S —

Whether the schiool board is legally respons-
oF wot for the dostor bills lncurred as the
A chilld’s exposure st the publie school
May festivition, the utter uselessness of
young children ln that fashion In per
, and fepatition not 1o be tolersted,

e ——

be
Just trying

§
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e woll kuown Omaha men, Wil Krug and
i Maurar, Baye invitations to sttend a plonio wt
: *ﬂ- on  Friday. They recelved today
cards, Fordored with black bands, and
rispecifully inviled to sttead the

! Wilson on War and Peace.

The dominant note of the president's mos- |

{m to the reconvened congress ia war and
peace |t referencs to the war In Eurepe, and
s emphasis on the obligationr of pesce In
America. The other toples dealt with are un-

the one point that the United States shall re-
main neutral, and shall not deviate from (ts
| long established milltary and naval policy, Mr
Wilson Is cloar and uncompromising.

True, wo héar a great deal In these days
aboutl our unpreparedness for war, and the
nocessity for enlarging both army and navy to
put us In position to cope with possible foes,
There are advooates aven of compulrory military

| volubtary anlistment, and some demands for
military oxpansion beyond all previous limits
of peace strhngth. The president gives the ef fec-

weo have no foreign foes "o fenr now any more
than we had before the war confiagration, and
that we will not have hereafter any more than
hefore If we do eur duty as a great neutral
nation, and be is determined to have us do It.
The only thing we nesd to be prepared for Ia to
defend ourselves from attack, and for this we
have beaa prepared right slong. Te Mmaintain
and Improve our army and navy establishments
on this basla will, of course, require constant
outlay and better co-ordination with state mili-
tary establishments, but to try to mateh the mill-
tarism of Burepe just at the time when the arm-
aments of the great powers are sure to be sub-
jectad to limitation as the result of the war,
would be, an the president Iintimates, short-
nightéd and unwarranted. Incidentally this re-
Rssurance against a popular misconception Is
gratifying.
"“The eouniry has been misinformed,”” he de-
clares, ""We have not been negligent of national
defense. Wa ghall learn and profit by the los-
son of every sxperience and every circumstancs;
and what Ig needed wil] be adequately done."
But what Is to be done, it must be understood,
Is not to be done In responss to & lemporary
clamor, but pursuant to a permanent and settled
polley, a polley which looks forward to peace,
and not to war. In this declaration the chief
éxecutive unquestionably voices the sentiment |
of the vast majority of our sober-minded and
peace-loving American eitizens,
SR —
Arizona’s 8. 0, 8,

“¥For God's sake, help us'"”
This is the cry, not of war-besieged Euro-
peans, but of peaceful American oitisens, who
aré being shot down with impunity by reckless
Mexican bushwhackers. The cry comes from
Naco, Arirona, where five poersons have been
killed and forty-two others wounded by the
Mexicans across the border. A oitizens’ com-
mittes han been organized to provide some
method of protection and in the extremity of
the situstion this ery of distress goes up to
Washington.
What has betome of all our high-sounding
warnings to Mex'co to keep its bullets on its
own side of the boundary line? What can be
done to prevent such shooting when Mexican
towns across the llne are besieged? The people
of Arizona seem to have suggested a wise and of-
LD ot vt T o

us au closs & rt on
the Mexican border whenever ft :;::a the
scene of battle. That Is one way among others
it t responsible for affalrs would only try
te find them.
The people whe renslde where Mexico borders
on Texas, Arizona, New Mexico or California,
should have the same rights to the security of
life and property as thoss who happen to live
further back in the Interior,

T —
The Same Old Story.

One of the "nine cardinal gauses” of in.
dustrial ynrest most generally agreed un by
omployers and employeg alike, named In the re-
port submitted to comgress by the Commission
on Industrisl Relations is A desire on the part
of the workers for & volee in the determination
of copditions under which they labor.” Fallure
o watisty such a desire is said to figure vitally
in conditions existing in Colorado coal mining
fields for the last four years, during which loss
of property and life bas been the climax of a
rule of terror that defied state civil and military
euthority snd for a time tried the mettle of
armed federal power, itgelf.

It would be ignominious folly to attempt to
lp‘ w full blame for this prolonged outlawry
on the niners any more than on their smployers,
but It must be laid largely to the blind and un-
reasoning self-Interest which has prevented so
much progress toward what we may really hail
&5 an intelligent method of handling Industriak
disputes. The fact is, that while sell-lnterest
In at the bottom of most of the trouble, 1t ul-
Himately defeats Itself.

No set of men or Interests, whether wage
OArners or wage payers, may justly arrogate to
itself the right to organise and CArry oa Its af-
faire as an organization and then refuse to
recognize the right of the other side to do the
same thing. Yet we find almost invariably In
these disputes this same old story—"refusal to
recognize’” when the facty are all brought out.
The board of mediation appointed by the pres-
ident to adjust the Colorado ditferences may,
let us hope will, succeed in ity mission and that
the miners will act upon the recommendations
of thelr chisfs 10 call off the strike and go to
work If givem the chance, but the mediation
board mlg fall or its duty if it did not em-
phasise this pelnt, that nelther slda bas any
exclusive rights of organisation. The mine
Owners have notably acted in this Coloradq aitu-
Ation as & body and they must axpect their em-
ployes Lo want to et the ssme way,

T ————

The Piachot senstorial campaign in Penn-
sylvenia cost the candidate something over
§42,000, The climination of money from poll-
tics is evidently no more fessible for the pro-
gressive party reformer than for the old-
fushioned old party politiclan.

) SEEp—————

As far a4 anyons bhas learned, Colonel Watter-
#on has not as yet Jolned Secretary Bryan in the
domand for pationsl probidbition lu the wnex
demorratic platform.

’ . __ _ __

Once more it seetng safe for & man to stand
Up and i» an oldfashioned way declare hia be-

service in this conntry to supplant the system of |

Live answer to thess outories, when he says that |

satisfactory becauss of Indefinlteness, but on |

lisf i the constitution Just as wbe s

{

o

Active Service in War Time

Graphic Description by E. Charles
Vivien in Book Just Issued Enti-
tled “British Army from Within"

Part 1 |
The popalar ceonception of active service in of n |
rucromlon of sncounters with the enemy Denperata

| Aends of valor, brilliant charpes by bodles of troops,

men Aaving other men under fire, the storming of
positione and flush of victory after strenuols
action +nter largely into the civillan conception of war

The reallty Is & somber business of marching and
watching, nightas witheut sleep and dayes without food,
retracing one's stepa In order te executs the plan of
the Lrain to which a man |8 but one effective rifle
out of many thousands, marching for duys and daya,
peeing nothing more exciting than & burnt-out housa
and the marching men on either side and to front
and rear—-and them the comtact with the enemy. A
virtous erack from comewhere, or the solid boom of a
plecs of artitlery; somewhers away from the front
or Mank is the enemy, and his pleces do damage in
ithe ranks;. there is a scarching for rover, some orders
are given, perhaps a comrade lles ulterly still, and
one knows that that man will not move any more;
there I8 a desperate sense of ineffoctivencss, of anger
st ihie cowardly (am [t meems) trick of bitting when
one eannot hit hack. There 8 the satiafaction of gol-
ling the mngs and firdng with results that may be
guessed, hot cannot be known accuratlely by the man
who fires: there la the curious thrill that comes when
an apgrily singing bullet passss near, and one realizos
that one = under fire from the enemy. In & normal
sction there in the senme of disaster., oven of defent
when one'a side may In reality be winning. for one
seen men Aying, wounded, lying dead—one knows theo
damage the enemy har Inflicted, but has no idea of
the damnge one's own force has (nflicted in retum,
Often, when |t beging (1o be apparent that the enamy
in nearly beaten, there comes the order to retire; one
doer not understand the order, bul, with sullen senan
of resoniment at It, retires, ducking at the whissing
of a shell, though mot all the ducking in the worid |
would smvall It the shell were truly almed at the one
who ducks, or starting back to aveld a bullet that
"hll’.d“b‘r-l' if by starting back one could get out
of the way of a bulls!

the

After a day of action, or after the ¢hance has come
to rest for a while after days of action, one gets a
penso of horror of the whole business—the tragedy of
lives lald down, In a good cause cortainly, but the men
are dead, and one gquestions almonst with despalr If it
Is worth while, Bo many good men with whom one
has joked and worked and played in time of peace have
gone under—and thers are probably more battles yet
to fight. It is not until & war has concluded, and men
who have sarved are able to get mome dea of the
operations as a whole, that they are able to under-
stand what ‘has been done, Men who come back
wounded from Mons and Charlerol, away from the
magnificent three wooka' retreat that was then in
progresa, for the Britlah and French armies were in
many cases fully convinced that they had been de-
fented—that thelr armies were heaten and had to
retreat to save themselves from destruction. The man
In the ranks cannot vndersiand the plan of the staff
who contrtl him, for he sees po very little of the
whola: at the meast, he knows what s happening toa
division of men, while engaged In the retreat to the
position on the Marne were, at the least, tweniy
divisiona en the side of the allles, Had one of Lhase
been utterly shattered In & set battle, the other nine-
teen might still have won a decisive victory, and. It
news of that victory bad not come through for a day
or two, the survivers from the ghattered divislon
would have spread tidings of a defeat—which It would
have been, to them. The man In the ranks sces so
little of the whole,

Here the war correspondent makes the moast
egregious mistake, for, untrained In military service
himaslf, he takea the word of the men in the ranks—
the man on the staff of army headquarters Is far too
busy snd far too discrect to talk to war correspondents
and—opt of whit the man In the has t6 SRy
the correspondent makes Up his story. Thowgh
the man in the ranks may believe his own story to
ba true, though he may tell of the operations as he
conceives them, he may be Fiving an utterly false
impression of what is actually hgppening. The man
In the ranks I» one cog In & machine, and he sannot
tell what all the machine s doing at any one time
least of all whon a battle is in progress.

Every battle fought differa from all ather battlea,
for no opposing forces ever meet under procisely
fdentical conditlons twice, Thus 1t is usclesn to apeak
of a typical battie except in the broandest general
sense, and Lacleas to attempt to describe a typical
battle, or action of any kind, Ususlly the artillery
got inte action after cavalry have reconnoitered the
onamy's position: the guns shall the esemy until he
Is considered sufficlontly weakened to permit of in-
fantry attack, and then the infaniry go forward, evon
up to the rarely ocourring bayonet ohacge. If thewr
advance dislodgon the enemy, the cavalry are pent on
to turn retreat Into rout; If, on the other hand, the
attacking foree Is compelled to retire, the cavalry
vover the retreat, and, In order to make good I1n @
rotreat, & part of a foroe Is taken baock while tha re-
mminder hold the enemy In check In medern actlons
artillery fire thelr ahella over the heads of their pwn
infantry st the snemy. distance and trajeclory pear-
mitting of this. By trajectory is meant the curve
that a projeciile describes in s Night: both rifla and
big guns are so construcied and sighted that thoy
throw thelr projoectiles upward to counteract the pull
of gravity, and the missile eventually drops down
toward s object—it doos not travel In & perfectly
straight line. But It Is bad for Infantry to be in
front of thelr own guns, with their own artillery shells
passing over them for loo long—morale suffers from
this after a time, since & man cannot distinguish in
such & case belween his own artillery’'s shells and
those of the enemy. Whenever possible the artillery
in rear of an Infantry fores are posted slightly to
elther § circumstances, however, do not always
sdmit of thia

People and Events

Poasessors of- the champagne appetile are Invited
te cheer up and look pleasant, Word comes from the
cthampagne collars of Franoee thal 215,270,000 quarts are
available for next year's thirst

War & blowing heles in the sooial armor that
hedges royalty. Princess Mary of England has ralsed
an fund of 0000 to be ysed In furninhing Christmay
eheer for soldiers at the fromi. In Uimes of stiress
even & princess takes money from the hands of
COMMONME,

The Tellow Kipmunel whe secured a deluge of pub.
ety & fow years ago a8 a myserious claimant of
Niles, Mivh,, and Kansas, tumas up once more in 8t
Louis courte, this time charged with robbery of a
store at Weldon Speinge, Moy Eome of the stolen
goods were found in his possessjon, bt he Insists the
Foods, wers glven to him by & stranger

Where, oh, where In Bucknam Pasha? The noled
American navigator, halling from Peapnsylvania and
the lakes. became an admiral of Lhe Turkish navy
some years back, and took some part In the naval
opetalions of the Balkan war. Being s protege of the
exilad Suitun Abdul Hamid, it s likely he has been
shelyved by the ruling Young Turks. Doubtisss retire.
ment sulta Buchnam, who, knowing the Turkish fleet,
sees littie chance for glory In flghling with paval
Junk

A protest against joking st the expenss of plumb-
era uppears in Domestlc Bngineering. Ribald jesters
are asked 10 pause and consider the achlevement of
the noble profession: *““The sauitary conditions now
provailing in the United Biatles are botier than those
of any other country In the werld This high stand-
ard has largely bren brought abeut threush Uie snni-
todea which have besm champloned by the W/
®ngeFed in the profession of plumbing and sani-
enginedring in this country " People who ace
funay sboutl a plumber are welcome to Lhe

£
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Statement of President Walkes.

OMAHA, Dec. 8—=To the Edltor of The
Rew [t s regretinble thal your paper
should print such an article as that under
the caption of Teacher's Dieminen)
Legnl.” To show |t untruthfulness, 1
will taks It by pections or parmgraphe.

In the report handed me by Mr. Her-

| ring and signed by himsalf, he does not

mention “Slecharge.” In fact, ignores that
phase entirely, while seeming to hold
that the report of the teachers’ committes
was only a motion to place on file Miss
Stegner's communication

In the sccond section of vour article, 1
am quoted as saying It war a “‘personal
matter.” etc. This was in accordance
with Mr. Herring's opinion, given to me
In the presence of Mr. Warfield, and Mr.
Herring mald at that time that it I ruled
that the matter had not bean referred to
him, he would have to sustain my ruling.

Your artiele further states that the
secretary’s records show that the matter
wan referred to the attorney. Without
consulting any member, T will say that
I doubt if & single member will ray that
he voted te submit |t Lo the Btlorney, or
that any such motion wias sver made or
put to the board, and ne matter is other-
wine aver “referred”’ unless ordered by
the chalr. I have slgned the minules, as
requested by Mr, Bourke I 4Ji not
bother to tend them. I have not looked
At them as yet, but knowing and trust-
Ing Mr. Bourke as 1 do, T do not bellave
Ithal. he, knowing the method of referring
matters and that actions that avening
were taken when tem members and nbout
twenty-five well known men and women
cliizens were present, would falsity his
records. 1 eannot belleva it until I have
carefully read the minutes

In the section purporting o contain
Mr. Herring's opinion, I would say that
your reparter has boen imposed upon
There s absolutely no nimilarity batwcm;
tha report now in my possossion and the
one printed. My, Horrlong may have writ.
tem puch report to either Dr, MHolow
tehiner or Dr. Foster, tha two membere
who, after the bosrd meeling, and walk-
Ing ahead, were overtaken by Reporter
Smith of the World-Herald, and after
conversing with him, turned hack toward
The Bee office: but one thing is certaln
the published report in not a copy of lh;
one 1 have. By the way. the report |
have was not addressed to the board and
Mr. Herring explained that, m-u;o It
Wi unofficial, It was not 0 nddresand
.lln the puragraph, “after the mesting,"

Ty YOUr repressntative sither misunder-

as I, never having discussed
of Miss Stegner's dismissal with My, Her-
ring, certainly would not say that he hid

bald what I am sy
Bim ns saying oo '@ have quoted

Strike out the pirst four
alleged remark and you
oOwWn opinion ang that of
formed atlorneys, othor ¢
attorney,

words of that
will have my
sevaral well In-
han the hoard's
o P WALKER
s:gnnn Subatitute for Connty Falr
u{::frmgmn. Neb, Dec. 8~To the
Bee: v

m‘l‘ho b vat our editorial re-
Bociety meots my hearty approval. The
;m:.mu::o:::’tor the same in one of the
oldu eounty, | f
tended the annual meet| i dbic o

that there was to be a

gory and m;::.othﬂ'
Thews fima coutd b
with an educator ve
::.d;rbq ootild be shown free at all
fferent towns In the county and
would draw large Bumbers for the after.
noow and evening, On thelr return to

things as of beay-
making It sanitary,
¢ made and shown
rod with the sub-

the simple well laa
my back and 1 wil
FRANK B, HIBEARD,

—

Boost National Employment Aurean,

BOUTH OMAHA, Dec. §,—To the Editor
of The Bee: [ am glad to note In Bun-
day’'s Bee that the Omahs Commercial
club Is going to boost for a national em-
ployment bureat. This (s amang the first
unsalfish enterprises Omaha can boast of,
As proof that I am not vrejudiced, I say,
“All hats off to the Omaha Commarcial
club for this gresat move to help out the
laboring people of the United States.'
Every one knows a Ereal many of the
privata employment bureans are nothing
short of a hold-up instesd of banefit
to peopls out of employment. Let the
good work go on with many thanks to
the Omaha Commerdial club,

J. G. BLESSING,
A Bafety First Warning.

OMAFA, Dec. 7.—To the Bditer of The
Bes: Would you kindly give me a small
fpace to glve a little wurning ¢o passen-
wers leaving street cars and passing from
behind without lookiow first. Toaterday
I was an eye witness to what would have
proved a fatal ateldent without s deoubt
had it not beem for the herolam and
Presence of mind of the chauffeur of cqr
878, Nebraska. It was a marvelous es-
cape and worthy of the greatest praise,
The owner should be prouvd of such a

plan, you acratch
youre.,

| driver, 1f Ik was not the owner himasalf

who was driving.

Happy Hollow, JOHN H. M. WOODS,
Justice on Trial In Georgis.
CUSHING, Neb, Dee. L~To the Editor
of The Hes: With special interest | no-
theed your editosin! on “Jusiice on Triwd
In Georgia.”" It la one of the most in-
teresting cases that has ever coms up-
der my observation. [ lived In the south
for several years—was there when the
crime was commitied. Through an AtL-
lania paper [ followed the develcpments
of the case in all its delnils, but when
it tayminated s M did | was almost

stunned

When the case went to the Jury ¢l
agrood that it would be either disagree-
ment or acquitial. Mr. Frank is g young
Jew. Hia trial Judge sald he had a
doudt In his own mind of Mr. Prank's
guilt, And sl he sentenced him (o
death, and, furthermore, refused him a
now trial A peculiarity of the ocase
WAS A Negro as the siate's star witness
A negro's testimony has lttle or no
weight Ir & southern court, his testl-
mony s aften not admitted In court, ani
especially sot aguinst a white man Tt

| was & uegro's testimony, and only his,

that felled Mr. Leo M. Prank, ! hope
The Bee will keap me Informed on the
further development of this lnteresting

cane N. P. BSORENEEN,
Pastor Bethsnla Dasske Lutheran
Courch, >

tha legality |

“Yea, mome of us feliows keep house at

the f'raternity home

| candidates for the

Don't you hate to wash dishes?

We don't have to, Wa have pleniy of
fraternity, and dleh-
washing 'n grent as an nitiation stant ”
—Louiaville Courier-Journal

Galiriel abaul to blow his
trumpet

“"Hey, hold on there shouted a newly
arisen spirdt, “walt till 1 get the movie

men on the Job.’

Thus we sea the continusd nesd of
hotoplay  censorship, —Cleveland  Plain
Jenlnr

“What's the besi speech you heard in
congrems ™

"The motlon to adjourn réplied Sen-
ator Borghnm, “Hut hal! the pleasure
of that waa spolied by the tedious pre-
liminariea " —Washington Star

‘““The doctors who mtiended me alter
mf amutomabile nccident told me | wns
full of grit”

“Yes; 1 understand they removed =
Ereat deal of the road you were holding

in your tseth ' —Baltimore American.

The bonutiful girl was writing a Istier
“I am writing,” she muesd, “not he-
eause I have something specisl to say.
but becatise | hnve nolthing special to 1o,
Thus does the huay Hitle bee omploy
each shining hour.—Philadelphin [edger

Irate Colanel (1o his daughtler —Eliza-
Eeth, how could you be %o inhospitable
to that “mml man who called last night?

Bess—Inhospitable' Why, dad—

Pater—You should by no menns have let
him go without asking him to breakfast
=Philndelphin Record

“You look scared. lisutenant,
coarse-gramed fellow In the ranke 1o an
Intsiligent youmg offlcer as the regiment
WAR ordered to churge

‘I am ecared,” was the frank reply. “'If
you were balf as scared as T am you

sald a|

witibd bs on the run five miles In iLhe
reas Boston Transeript.

The Eira—1 ses in this expense accolinl
“fourtesn suaits, §1,000." ou _didn’t pay
that much for fourteen suit of clothes’

The Rom—No; two of ‘am weére damage
suite, ~Chicago Newn

| LET WELL ENOUGH ALONE.

That wind is very 11, ‘tia sald,
Which blows no alass esone

Dissase and ain and copquest red

May bring to some their dally bread.
j#t well enough alone

f Hemca It may happen that the baker,
| The dealer In Lombatone,
| The gunsmith, ammunition maker,
| The doctor and the undertaker
Lot well enough alone

I'he owner of the brothel fence,
Rich on Investment *n,

| Ia prone to view In higher rents

The hand of helpful providence
Lot well enough alone.

The money lorda, who scatter dimes
And nickels to atone

For all their economic erimes

Resulting from the hardensdl times,
Let well enough alone.

| And so the Lemaficiary
Of that contention’s bone,
The liguor trade, can likewise soe
In drunkenness prosperity
Let well enough alone,

Home day, we hope, soclely,
Reaping an It has sown,

Bhall learn the false sconoms

That takes the priee from equity,
Let well enough alome,

For o'sr our Int'rests floats a siraw
A better wind has blown,

Whioh points to nobler forms of law

And higher meaning of the saw,
Lot well enough alone,

Omaha. WILLIE HUDEBPETIIL.
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Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup
A SPLENDID REGULATOR
PURELY VEGETABLE—NOT NARCOTIC
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Electrical Gifts for Everyone at '
Prices for Every Purse

Here are jtllt. a few of our suggestions for Elec-

-trical Christmas Gifts:—

Electric Table Lamps, Electric Coffee Percolators,

Electric Toasters, Electric Chafing
Vacuum Cleaners, Electric Radiators,
Outfits, Electric Flat Irons, Electric Curling Irons,

Ble, Bte

Your Gifts for Christmas NOW!

For Sale by

OMAHA ELECTRIC LIGHT
AND POWER CO.

Electric

Dishes
Electric Travel-

All Dealers,
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