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Democratic war tax struck you yel?

« Postoflice uﬁu: Do your Christmas ship-
ping oarly, :

r ;i S———————

! But you can bet ex-Bachem Croker will not
thecome a squaw man,

No use 1o begin yet to frot'about the pasing
of the old-fashioned “white winter.”

.

—

' And now It {s the Hon, Diek Croker who
givea old Doc. Ouler the merry ha, ha, 4
m

That Ohlo expert who predicts rubber roads
very soow, evidenily sees bouncing times ahgad.

Some of those war book writers are trying
_fo prove that the pen In really mightier than

the sword.
—————————

. Mp. Bryan s sald to have taken violln les-
pong when m boy, Dul he never learned to play
" the second fiddle. g -
¥ e ————
"~ Becond the motion of the Plitaburgh Dis-
pateh to send all dynamitary of publie buildings
King George s golng to do some traveling
himeelt just to show Emperor William that he
has no monopoly ax “der relse Kaiser.' -

N R eIt it
W Shaw ant his war talk runs as
\ i “Oh, pshaw.” Many ofhers think.
! When Sam Biythe speaks of ‘the “real wir
1« 1, not the one who writes reams
about it Richard Hafding Davis must
. fwel Mke submarining him, :
e ANe T ——— d
Yob, bul our obligations of neutrallty toward
‘the lw-l , belligerents are no different than
ware our obligations of neutrality toward the
can combatanta. In fact, we perhaps owe
the Mexleany more consideration because less
Able to maintain their rights. '
&‘ Btill, it iy & sort of travesty on rallroad pro-

|

s rqm'm dealre 1o serve the public,
..“

& city ke Omaha should have to go up to
_m«:uhthhu'umm-
of & viaduct sdmittedly needed for

The Viaduet Vietory.
The decislon of the United Stalas supreme

victory for the people. The sirange thing about
it is that s rallrosd shofld in this day question
and combat the public's authority (o require it
to make n safe thoroughfare over Its crossings,

Bo far &s Omaha is concerped, the city

up to the suprems court in (he matter of depot
visducts, and won out unconditionally. Not-
withstanding all this, Omaha has not bheen op-
pressive or over-exacting on its ralironds in de-
manding viaduet construction excapt where ab-
solutely needed to dafeguard tralfic. Every

a death trap, and that its continuance within
thickly populated areas is by toleration only.
The Dodge street viaduet has long been over-
due: the growth of the city will likewine force
several others before long.

| e

| Aswering !o—H Call an Over-Rated Asset.

Drawing lessons from the resulta of the elec- |

tion is & fihe exercise of bomiletics, Mr. Bryan
insists (hat the retarn of Congressman Btephens
by an increased majorily to represant the Third
Nebraska district In the house Is an endorse-
ment of the cholce of postmasters by direct
primary. But why should he stop thers when
he has other pregnant examples as close, If not
cloper, home?

man Barton

of members who had missed answering to the
fewent roll oalls, and Congressman Magulre In
the First Nebrasks district, likewise defeated
wan but & lttle lower In the list of steady-atl.
tendance mémbers., [a this popular verdict to
be taken as meaning that the constituents at
home do pot care s rap whether their congress-
man stays fn his ‘seat and answers “'Yeos,” or
“No." or "Present!’ when his name Is ealled In
stentorian tonen the repd'ng clerk? Can It
be ithat they have no abjection to thelr con-
greasman absenting himeely oecasionally from
the floor when he has something to attend to
fof them elsewhore? In it posaible they are
willing that he should make s sneak now and
then to “visit » slck aunt'’ or attend a base ball
game, and 1o fake a chance llke a good sport
on baing docked 1f caught by failing to answer
up? Must we conclude that responding to rol\

| eall I8 an ovér-rated ‘asnet.

e————

Taking Stock of Our Army and Navy.

It Is most unfortunata t}u.t Congressman

|

other belligerent, in urging the house to adopt
his resolution calling for an Investigation of
our military resources, for as the preaident in-
timates, undue Importance is sure to atiach to
the stricture If the Investigation Is made. The
president further abjects to the Inventory on
the ground that “Lhis Is no time to agitate the
question of our preparsdness for war." Fx-
pressing the hope-—which all Americans share
~—that our natlon may play an lmportant part
In ending the present war, he and his advisers

‘| are sald to belleve “'sugxestions for peace would
coms with bad grace from a country In the
“throes of uﬂi‘o on of possible war.” '

Indeed, but éven in view of the unfortunate

1 over-zealous champlonshlp of this resolution,

why should an Investigntion of our wilitary
powers boa construsd to be agitation of pessible
war? Mas not the president approved Secre-
tary Danlels” plan for an Investigation of our
“naval afficlency? Why Is that any le#s objecs
tionable or offensive than the proposed Inguiry
into the efficlency of our land foreesa? With
the showing of a shortage of 15,000 men in the
navy, togethér with a paucity of lne and tors
pedo urm.n.i it certajnly will not be argued
that we should defer m complete Investigation
of navy conditions for fear of a wrong (mputa-
tion of our motive. Though malntaining n com-
paratively small navy, al| agroe that we have

deficlencles are sald to exist in the army, While
no one wants to embarrass the president as the
potential pescemaker, still it seems far-fetched
to ask us to walve our right to take stock any
time desired. Of course, if the president puts
~* on the ground that probing our military re-
s0L roes will disclose no Information not already
in hand, then the proposed checking up may be
needless, but in that case the reason should be
made so plain that it will not be misunderstood.
EEte—
hl?ﬂ by Commussion,

Muoh is being made in certain quarters of a
resolution adopted by the Misaleslppl Valley
Trade conference at Memphis in favor of & noo-
partisan iariff commission as the bpest medium
for the making of our tarif{ laws. Business
men composing this conference were convinced
that this would work a great improvement over
the old system of congressional tariff tinkering.
And perbaps it would-—at least there is much to
be sald for the plan, just as there 18 agauinst the
present method, which Invites and fosters fa-
voritism and Jog-rolling. 4

But tas it not a littlestrange to jump at a taritt
commission now as If it were something new?
The fact s, but for petty politics ow the part,
too, of some nolable seli-proclaimed defenders
of the flag and savers of the country, we might
bafore thie have had a nonpartisan board with
& much more wholesome iarlff law thas now
encumbers the statute books. 1t is still fresh
in mind that Prealdent Taft tried to urge this
very plan onto an unsympathotic congress, Hy
spetch and mossage he lterated and reiterated
the wisdom nod advantages ag he maw them ln
the nonpartisan tariff board (des, denouncing
tarit! revision "“with blacksmith tools,” or by
any other than n sclemtific .process. And he
later did his bost at that time 1o put his ideas
into action. But be found the country, ai least
its honorsble representatives in congress, un-
prepared for this forward step.

Our old system of omnibus taritf making v
the very thing that has thus fay preciuded the
scientific method,

not enough men to man it and corresponding’

THE

fought this question oul years ago when It went |

|
|
| and yet a friend senda & sample hallot (Noevember 4,
]
|

BEE:

OMAHA, WEDNESDAY,

| Short Ballot Talk l

court upholding tha right of the Clty of Omaha |
to compel the Missourl Pacific to erect & vin—;
duct st ita Dodge street crossing is a notable

Colller's Weekly: We are told (and belleve) that
Nebraska |s a highly civilised atate, With a fine school

system, & Kreat university, and all the rest of 1L,

¥4, pattern) from Omaha, and it measures sight fe-t
three Inches in lengin
separate ashort baliols
What's the malter?

e nddes a note: ““Four other

to ba voted besides this

Nebraska City Press: The Omaha Bes and The
| Presa seem 1o be the only newspapers in Nebraskn
whirh are sanding for & short ballet. And the appo-

' pitlon  which has besn aroussd should not deted The

rallroad man knows that the grade crossing I |
' in wcoff remained to pray.”

we-~The Press ocouples only s "“me too’ posttion—
| from discusing the situation sanely and intelligenty
na has been Its wont in the past. The time will come,
an history has always shown, that men who “‘came
Either the short ballot
will he adapted by Nebraska voters or something

most likely reform

Tekamah Merald: The clumor for a short bailot

| makes us wesry. Who are the people who want tha

Out in the Fifth Nebraska dlstriet, Congress. |
wias Deaten notwithstanding his |
notable achlevement of standing first In the list |

Gardner should have attacked Germany, or any !

|
|
|
| Intendent of public
[

| short baliot? Iook up the origin of the clamor sml
you will find that it js the machine politiclans whe
manipulated cavcusss and comventiows, fellows who
do not bellove the people know enough to elect their
own officers. From the results of the recent elec.
tion, it looks as thoush the people undersiand the
long ballet and get what (hey wanted out of It
Anyone who primes the privilege of voting and
prompts him to %o to the polls on slection day s
not going to find It any task to go down the line
of candidates and to muark his preference according to
hin fudgment ar to the beet men, 1L took only about
tenn minutes to mark the last ballot, Lthat s nOt much
time, when It tcecurs only once in two years., 0t i
far bhetter that esvery citieen shall have choles in
| selecting public officials on & long ballot, than o
| have some clever politiclans fix the wires for the

appointment of all our minor officials by the govern-

or and a few high officiais, If all thess appointoes
would join in continuing their appointive power n
office an they would be smure to do, It would soon
bulld up a political machine worse than snythiag

over known in the state. 1L would put the TAXpayers
of this state at Lhe mercy of the fellows whe depend
upon helr pay checks

Kearney Mub: The Omahs ' Hee declares itaeif in
"hearty sympathy” with the move to abolish thd
offices of wtate and connty siuperintendent as elective
offloen, and making them appointive, am part of ite
pian for shortepning the ballot. 1t dosa pot give lm{
olher reason than merely that of shortening the bal-
lat. The overworked voters of the wsiate, who have
been burdened with the responaibility and labor of
choosing thelr own public officials, will be almost en-
Uirely relleved when The Bee arrives with ite politi~al
millenium.

Binir Pliot: The way to shorten the ballot is Lo
shorten it, Lat's elect A govervior and let the Eover-
nor appolnt most of the other state ofticers Jjust an
the president now does his cabinet. We should elect
the rallway vommissioner direst and the regenta of tha
siate university should go on the nenpartisan bailot
with the judges. They should appoint a state super-
instruction, Just aa the achool
hoards Hire oity auperintendents now. Wa ahould vote
direct on national and state sepators and representa.-.
tives, but that would make a much shorter ballot
Fow of us can become wall enough acquainted with the
host of candidates for mimnor state offices to seloct
them Intelligently, but we do know who wea're voting

for for governor and could trust him to appeint as,

gdod men for treasurer, anditor, secretary of state,
attorney general, »te, s he now doen for the Board
of Control, oil and food inspoctor, elc. The ocoming
legislature should' take the necessary. steps to give
us the short baliot ps soom as possible.
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Twioe Told Tales

equally as good  Bo far the short ballot seems the |
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|

Letter |

ia Not Sympathy for Belginm Over-

|
{
worlked 1 I
OMAHA, 'De i.=To the FEditor |
of the Bes Some bright leas --mnn-|
| ate from Scotl's Bluff, Siarving Bel
| guves should not be suceorcd by Ne-

| SEER '.H' oy, v 3
3 ) i .:‘}._,_,“-!% ﬁ' - C N g 4O

A certain re s n young man, who
stema to have declded predilections for school teach-
ers when It comes fo do_the heavy gallant.” Al
through the good old summor timé the young jounul-
ist hied him away Saturday night to the gummer re-
sort upon which one ppecial falr pedagogus shod her
divine light. Now this young reportar in still of ex-
tromely tender years, far more ténder thah the yeara
of the mschool-ma’'am. These iater day associates at
the office have poticed that the grand passion has
soamed to e waning, v

“What s the matter, Jack?' ingdired one who
dired to rubh (n where angols feared to tread, and ail
that sort of thing. ‘1 den't see you out with your
beloved, an was onece your oustom.'’ j

"0, hapg It all," replied the disgrintied Jack.
"Every tUme I AWIn't show up of an evening she ex-
pected me to bring an excuse from my mother.”

What Little Willie DS,

Willie's mother bemmed s welcome as the vicar
openad the door, In spite of the fact that It was waali-
ing day. '

“I've been walting te thank you, sir, for the good
you've dons our Willie, by your svening classes. Home
is a0 different and s pleasant since he attended thoe
plumbing and gas-fitting class.' ’

“That la very gratitying.'' sald the viear. "“"Won't
you tall me Just how Jttle Willie ahows this improve-
ment you spesk of?’ -

“Well, he's arranged our peany-im-the-slot gas
meter so that we got our gas for nothing, He's moved
the moter from the kitchem to just outside the front
mll -

“But you still have to put. your pennles in the
slot, do you not?™ sald the vioar,

“Yea. but you ses, before he put the metar outalds
tha front door, Willie wrote “Checolates' over the
slet.""—National Monthly,

——

People and Events

' A Cincinnutl brewery wagon driver, whoss death
Is reported, achieved the distinotion of drinking LW
boers & day., Along the banks of the rippling Rhipe
which courses theough the oity, weeplug willows bow
thelr leafleps heads snd navigators grieve for the
preat called him st the helght of his usefuliness.

The lale Robert Burdette, preacher and humorist,
was one of nine chilfren, four girla and five bays, and
his father used te speak of having just snough for a
quadrille set, and & figdler. Bobd was the Nddier. Ha
sdmitted it. “l play the Nddie,” bhe once remarked,
by nete, sar and mein strensth, and to avold getting
Into deep waler 1 pever atlemptl any composition that
bas been written within the last seventiy-five years, '

The man principal of a public school at Esu Clalre,
Win,, told a 15-yearcid girl to g0 home and fix ner
halr properly, Intmating that by wearing It In two
long bralds hanging down her back she sitracted too
muoh attention from boys. Ax the himiliated gird bt
tha school the boys ormmnised & atrike sEalngt the
officlous principal and ' foreed hia absence from

- -

| smbroglio, Nagrantly permitting real mo-
| mitlons

|-

braskans becauss Cermany ought to Tesd |
them. The German administration in Bel-
glum wants Belginna to resume thelr oc-
oupations and offers amployment to those
willing 1o do so, Unfortunately many of
them stubboraly choose to starve rather
ihan to work for the ‘“invaders' The |
iied States offers charity, but Scotta

Hlutd abjectn Intense prejudice based on

i¥norance of the real causos and <-nm‘l|-L

tfons condemns even sweet charity, con-
demns loyal American citizens of German
fencent for subscribing libergily to Ger-
man Red Cross and widows' and orphans’ I
funds and ealls it “sepding money and |
papplies to Germany lo encoursge and |
support this wholesale murder’ !

Whaet |
rot! F

Angd here we have an adm!ui:tmu'tm'i
boadtful of fta peace policy In Mexico, |
and pretending neutrality in the BEaropean

of war, hundreda of milllons
worth. to Be supplied by s oitisens for
use against countries with whom we are
Al peace. Presn dispatches teem with re-
ports of unprecedentad activitiesa amsnest
arms manufactories in the United States
—working night and day they cannot Fll)
arders recelved from England, RHussia and
France. Think of I, workmen of German
or Austrian birth or parentage in thease
factortes, helping to make guna for kill-
Ing off thelr relatives abroad. And all for
the almighty dollar to fill the coffers of
these bllllonalre manufacturers, Is that
the neutrality of thess United States?
What sham, what hypoorisy! Is there not
some onpé In authority to awaken the
copnclence of the nation? Or s a neutmal-
ity pledge an obligallon valid only as to
the allies and to be ignored as to Ger-
many and Austria? And still that brasen
e that Germany wos the aggressor s
being dinmed Into the ecars of the crad-
ulouk American public.

Is not the sympathy for Helgians ap-
proaching the stage of maudlin  senti-
mentality? What about the cruelties som-
mittefl by Belglans on German woundad
and noncombatants, and about the thou-
sands of victims of wanton, satirely un-
provoked murders and unnamable atroé.
ftlea committeod In East Prussla on inof-
fensive old men, women and children. Do
not such Cossack brutalities ery (o
heaven as loudly because thelr victimis
ware German? Why in (t that one soarcely
ever roads about the crimes agalnst Oer-
many? A I; MEYER,

Theory and the Practional Piffer.

OMAHA, Dec. 1.—To the Editor of The

Bee: Dr. Frank Crane has the right {dea
About kesping world peace, but he fafled
to go Into detalls describing how we wore
first going to get peace. No matter what
the ssveral remedles for pesce may be,
the cold facts atand out to remind us that
At present they are only vague theories.
The stumblifg stone of thess pet schemes
v the quedtion of disarmament. True, we
would "havs no wars had we no armies
and navies,
, Which will be the first nation on the
globe to disarm? Each looks with dis-
trust and raclal antipathy apdn the other
and each ‘walts for the other to be the
leat ta poll ita army. squ k. fgr Junk
;and to gink Its navy 16 the of the
fea. Pach™in tirn fears the power of the
In®t whose lot it would be to disarm.

Lot the diplomats devise a plan of dis-
armament and world peace is possible;
otherwise wars and thelr horrors must
qontinue

After the nations hsve given up their
hellish devices of alaughter the fliral step
necessary would be to orgunizse an inter-
nationgl arbitration boawd composed of
ond representative from shch nation,

Their power should be supreme and the
governing bodies of thelr respective coun-
triea would be compeiled te ablds by thelr
decision relative Lo Intemmational! gques-
tions.

The setond step would be in creating &
“world navy” composed of ons ship from
each country with power to support the
decisions of the court of arbitration and
to ever be on the alert to prevent the
armament of any nation,

Any of the many felands of this world
would be a suitable naval base for the
“International navy'' as well as the ‘seat
of tht world's capital for the arbitration
board of sppeals.

Theories! Cold, undenlable theories!
But who will be the first to dissrm?

C. B WALSH,

Political Pointers

Benator-eleot Wadsworth of New York
reports baving spent 22800 to corner a
Mx-year torm In the United Biates senate
—a little more than hall the total salary.

The New TYork Civil Service Commis-
slon, after seeking in viin for a young-
ster qualified to manage the city employ-.
ment buresu, suspended the age limit
rile and picked a man of M yoars for the
job. Tally one for the elders.

An Indlans democrat Wwhoae name is
puppressed contributed 8600 during the last
campaign Lo furthor the palitical Interests
of "Marshall Wilson and Woodrow Mar-
shall."” Very few pelitical boosters draw
attention to thelr funnybones by Wowing
In real money.

William Heward Talt continues to
amille and enjoy life as it comes along.
While in Chicagoe recently he remarkod
with a smile as cheery as a lake hroege
n midsummer that he was Infinilely hap-
plor as & spectator of eventa than as» an
actor in their coming and going.

Emerging from the period bf mourning
over Lha defeat of the bull moosera In
Kansas, Willsn Allen White announces
A purpess to wmit on the fence for two
years and waloh the pioosssion g0 by.
Friende are sxpectod o hand him a base
ball cushion, oceasionally, Lo case the
physical strain.

Beveral appotizing jobs for the famish-
ing are looming wp on (he politiosl
horison of Chioago. The city coumcil no
lomger views with slarm the ssloon free
lunch, but in the interest of public health
it must be kept clean and sanitary. Oon-
sequently & bunch of sampiing inapectors
are neceasanry to put the free lunches om
& high sanitary plane

According o ladiana papers politics in
Terre Haute smell t9 heaven, An or-

ui-'- 2 of ald o Mm fed

g ing #iate -
ﬁ_iﬂmm prosecutitg the politi-
cal masgwters alresdy indi“ted and for
pulting their tools oul of business In
eloctions to come. Untll very recent
times Terre was estesyned e
purest Jowdl 1n the locsler corenet

Editorial Shrapnel ]

Clncinnatl Pnguirer

wish ta curtall ald te the poar
distressed of any forelgh country
think it but right to remind thoe bensvo.
lomt people of the United that
theare a8 many Lthourands of pereons (n
own rountry who are in need of all
that goes Lo sustain life—many thousanda
sufferiog for clothing. Tor fuel and for
food

Without the slight-
et mnd

wa
States

New York World: Beriln hospital re-
tums show that of 4000 wounded dis
charged, B poar cent have completely ré-
covered and are ready for service In the
field, 88 per cent are Mt for garrison
service and ¢ per cenl for non-oom
batant service. This Ie 4 phase of mod-
ern wnr (that s not sufficlently taken
into aceount in estimAabing the enormous

Nosses where such large armles are en-

gnged

Springfisld Republican: [redanc will be
much relieved by the wssiurances of Chan-
cellor von Bethmann-Hollweg that |IF
Uerman troope should reach
shores, “they would land there not as an
mwrmy of inveders to pillnge and destroy.
hut nw forces of a oatlon inspired by
good will,”' But it was with a spirit of
good will that they ehtore! Belgium, the
trouble was that they wersr not wanted.
Good wiil and Invasions do nol go well
together

Philadelphin Record: One of the curi-
oun Imfasurcs approved by the people of
Arizona in n recent reforepndum vote s
A law providing that in any dbusiness em-
ploying more than five pereonz 80 per
cent of the emplojees dhail be Ameétrican
citizens. There may be cerinin loonl con-
ditlons In Arizona, where Mexicans are
numerous, that would explain the motive
for auch a remarkable proposition, which,
If appiled in this gart of the country,
would cause economic chaos.

Treland's |

AT AR |-

mut for @
(g 5,0 1. M
Town (Clerk
Caler—1 v
Towh Clerk
phia Bulletin

Cme dollar
only got i BN

You're Iluck Fhilade-

“Don’'l véy ohlet 1o paving this- war
inx

Well, 1 don't
much rathei
—Detreit Frea Press

But 1 reckon 14
than the w&r.™

hnow
o tha AX

Exgerton—It's easy b maka [riends, but
hard o kRieep them
. : “"- I don't kaow. 1I'vé got &
friends whe sesin porfectly
tet ne Keep them.—Hoston

Fioss mark
niumber of
willing 1«
Transcyripl

Scribhinr—Have vo sany kind of =
farm that a lterary chap like me could
make a living on
| Renl Estate Dealer—8uré) You could

work on the Tarm dava “n-1_vrll|- nights

to maks a 1h1ag.—Chicago News,

“Re, vou're mon's Jcined the English
foroes at the front. | suppose he Was
horrifled at the first sieht of & bipod)
battleflela ™

‘Ob, no; he had played too many fc_:ut
ball gances while he wasn at obllege,~—
Baltimore American

| First Liltle Lamb—How grateful we
ehould “be for the wbhal which covers U
| " Becond Little - Lamb-I. return thanks

every day for mine. Witheut our wool
| huw could those affectionmts human be-
ings who eat un keep warm'—Life.

| —— X

“Well, sald  the cheerleas person,

Thankesiving s all right, but ' be-
ljeve 1 prefer Lhe old-fashloned Fourth of
July,’’

e

"“IU's cheaper Lo celebrale, A pack of
| firecrackern costs a lot jems than s tur-
key."—Wasiinyton Btar.

“I have forbldden my smployes to
smoke cigarettes,” sald the  autdmale
muanufacturer, a

“That's all right,” repliad the clgapetie
man. ""We'll pet oven, o'l forhid ou-
employes (o squander thelr: time * &nd
money on  automobiies.” — Washington
Btar

“Say, look here, you're the fellotr who
:wu; my ovarcont from the clulvthe ether

ayr

“All & mistake, of course. Bul T Jeft a
| much betler ons'

“T know you did. Tt was loo smafl*’—
lr‘lm—vlnnd Plaln Dealer,

free

poisonous
with

headaches,

re 8
condition, with guieter perves

The Woman Who Takes |

the help to keep her digestion right and her system
proper A P i 4

backache,
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